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PART III—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
NOTIFICATION

West Bengal Act XXVIII of 1972

THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS (SECOND
AMENDMENT) ACT, 1972.

{Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.]

[Assent of the President was first published in the Calcutta
Gazette, Ertraordinary, of the 19th September, 1972.]

An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955.

~ Wahkreas it s expedient to amend the West Bengal T:and
Geforms Act., 1055, for the purposes and in the manner
hereinafter appearing;

it is hereby enacted 1 the Twenty-third Year of the
Republic of India, by the Tegislature of West Bengal, as
follows 1 —

1. This Aci may be called the West Bengal T.and
Yeforms (Second Amendment) Act, 1972.

2. Tn section 1400 of the West Bengal T.and Reforms
Act. 1055 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), in sub-
coction (1), for clause (d). the following clause shall bo
substituted, namely:—

“(d) by gift or will to a person belonging to a Scheduled
Tribe;” .

3, [or section 23B of the said Act, tho following section
shall be substituted, namely:—

Re-assossment  of 23B. (1) Notwithstanding  anything
rovehue, exemp- contained in this Chapter,—
tion of revonue
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(a) whete oh" anapph&i’mon Ut
otherwise, the Revenue Officer makes an or’der
that the total area of land held by a ratyat
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I'he West Bengal Land Reforms (Second Amendment) Act,
1972.

(Section 3.)

within his holding or holdings does not exoeed
1.214 hectares, the raiyat shull be exempted
from paying revenue in respect of his holding
or holdings with effect trom the lst day of
Baisakl,, 1376 B.S.:

Provided that such exemption shall not affect the
liability of the raiyat to pay any cess imposed
on him under the Cess Act, 1880, or the Bengal Ben. Ast
(Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930, or any IX of 1880.
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busis of the present revenue of his holding or VAL of
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Provided turther that u raiyat shall not be entitled
o exciuption from puylug reveuue under this
cection if as a result of transfer or partition

y made atter the lst duy of Buaisakh, 1376 B.>.,
the total arca of lus land is reduced to 1.214
Lectares or less; A

E.rpLanation.——'l‘hc expression “land held by a rayat
within his holding or holdings” shall mcan where
there are more than one raiyat in a family, the

- agygregate arew of lands held by all such raryats;

(b) subject t the provisious contained in clause (),
the revenue payable by a rajyal 1o respect of
his Lolding or holdings shall be at the rate of
the preseunt revenue up to the end of 1378 B.5.,
and thereafter, at thrice the rate of the present
revenue if the land included in the holding orv
holdings 18 gituated 1n an irrigated arca aund
ap twice the rate of the present reveuue if such
land is situated in nou-irrigated wrea;
(¢) if the total area of land held by a rawyal in respect
of his holding or holdings is 4 heclares or .more
i one mouza, he ghall, with elfect from the
first day of Buaisakh, 1379 B.S., puy, in addition
to the revenue yayable by him for such lund,
a surcharge at l%n: rute of ten per cent. of such
TOVENuo;

(d) if any amount already puid by u ravyuat 1
excess of the rovenue payuble by him  under
this section, the same shall be refunded to him,

but if there is any Jeficiency in such payment
® the same shall be recovered from him as al
arrear of revenue under the Bengal Public Ben. Aot
Demands Recovery Act, 1913, without any LLI of 1913
claim for interest being made upon the sawe.

Baplanation.— For the purposes of this section,—

(@) the term “gamily’’ in relation to a raiyat shall
be deemed to consist of himself, his wife, minor
sons and unmarried daughters, if any;

(b) the expression “irrigated area’’ shall have the
sule nieaning as clause (d) of section 14K ;
and

{¢) the expression “present revenue’  in relation 10
any bolding meaus e nwount ol revenue puay-
able by a ratyat 11 respect of such holding

immediately before the commencement of the

West Bengal Laud Reforms (Second Send - Mfey T
est engua . a 5 (0 Ane il Aot XXI1L

ment) Act, 1969. of 1069.

(2) Any person aggrieved by an order made by the
Revenue Officer under clause (a) of sub-section (1),
may prefer an appeual to guch authority as the

State (Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, gpecify within thirty days from
the dute of such order or within such further fime
as such authority way, ol sufficient cauusa buiug
shown, allow.

RPN, .
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Second Amendment) Act.
1972.

(Sections 4—T.)

4. To the

I anation

geotion 38 of the said Act,
<hall be added, namely : —

the purposes of this section and
and. 37 ‘‘revenue’ shall include

following

‘e planation —JYor
sections 39, 80
“surcharge”.’

5, Sub-section (0) of seotion 43 shall be omitted.

6. sSection 49 of the said Aot shall be renumbered a8
sub-section /) thereof and after sub-section (I) as so reo-
wumbered. the following sub-sections shall Dbe inserted,
uamely @ —-

(2 1f u Revenue (Officer, on his own motion or oun
application made to him in that behalf, 1s
savisfied, after hearing the person who 13 for the
¢ime being in actual occupation of any land and
after making such enquiry as may be prescribed,
{hat settlement of such land was obtained by any
person under sub-section (I) by practising fraud
or wisrepresentation, Lie may, by order 1n writing,
annul the settlement.

e

“Len a Revenue Officer makes an order under sub-
section (2) annulling settlement of any land, the
Revenue Officer shall—

(u) if he 1is a Magistrate, enforce delivery of
possession of such land to the Collector, or

()N

(I,y if he 1s mot a Magistrate, apply to a Magistrate
and such Magistrate chall enforce delivery of
possession of auch land to the Collector,

actual occupation of such

after evicting the person in

land.

(4 Any person aggrieved by an order made under sub-
Lection (2) may, within thirty days from the date
of such order, prefer an appeal to such authority
as the State Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazeétte, specify and_ the order passed
by such authority in appeal shall be fina 2

7. In section 53 of the said Act, for the word and figure
the words and figures <‘sub-section (2) of
shall be substituted.

“igeetion 677
santion 1407

V] By order of the Governof,
N. O. DATTA,
Mpecial Necretary be the Govt. of West Bengal.




