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PART III—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION

Htr.l640-L.—10th J u l y , 1975.—The following Act u i the AYest Bengal Legislature, having been
* " v ' ) b y t l i e I ' j v . i i d e n ' i , is In-.1 ruby published for general information.: —
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West Bengal Act XXIII of 1975
THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1975.

[Passed by ike \Vesl Bengal Legislature.]

[Assent of the Pres ident was f i rs t published in the Calcutta
Gazelle, E-i-traoi-c/inartj, of the 10th Ju ly , 1975.]

An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955.

WHLREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal Land w

Reforms Act, 1955, for the purposes and in the manner herein- AcTx of"'
after appearing; 1956.

It is hereby enacted in the Twenty-sixth Year of the
Republ ic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as
follows : —

1. This Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 1975.

2. In section 49 of t h e West Bengal Land Reforms Act,
1955,—

(i) for sub-section ( / ) , the fol lowing sub-section shall be
substituted, namely:—- "•

"(1) Notwi ths tanding anything contained elsewhere in this
Act or in any other law for the time being in force,
settlement of any land which is at the disposal of
the State Government, shall be made without any
premium being charged for it, in such manner as
may be prescribed, with persons who are residents
of the locality where the land is situated, and who
t o g e t h e r with other members of their family, own
no land or less than 1.00 hectare of land, one half
;>f the lands cultivated by them as bargadars being
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taken into account for the purpose of caJculai ing the
aggregate of such land, and subject to the fol low-
ing condit ions, namely: —

(a) that , in the case of agricultur.il land, such person
i n t e n d s to bring the land under personal c u l t i v a -
t ion,

(/;) t h a i , in the case of homestead land, such person
h a v i n g no homestead of his own, i n t e n d s to
cons t ruc t a dwel l ing house thereon, and .

(c) such other terms and conditions as may be pres-
cribed :

Provided tha t among the persons el igible for such se t t le -
m e n t , preference shall be given (o persons belong-
ing to Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe or who
form themselves into a Co-operative Society for the
purpose :

Provided further that settlement of any such land or
lands comprised in orchards may be made with
other persons on such terms and conditions as the
State Government may th ink f i t , where such settle-
ment is, in the opinion of the State Government,
necessary for a public purpose connected wi th agri-
cu l tu re or lor maintenance and preservation of the
orchards, as the case may be.

KxpluiMUun. — The term ' family ' in re la t ion to a person
rel erred to in sub-section (1) shall be deemed to
consist oi himself, his wile, sons and unmarried
daughters, if any, living jointly with such person.";

(ii) a f t e r sub-sect ion (1), the fol lowing sub-section shal l be
inserted, namely : —

"(1A) No person with whom any land is or has been
set t led under sub-section (/) shall be enti t led to
transfer such land except by way of a simple m o r t -
gage or a mortgage by deposit of l i t l e deeds in f avour
of a Scheduled Bank, or a Co-operative Society
or a Corporation owned or controlled by the
C e n t r a l or S ta te Government or both , and for t h e
purpose of ob t a in ing loan lor (he development
of l a n d or for (he improvement ol a g r i c u l t u r a l
p r o d u c t i o n or lor (he c o n s t r u c t i o n of a dwe l l ing
house." ;

( / / / ) tor sub-sec t ion (2), the fol lowing sub-section shall be
subs t i tu ted , namely: —

"(2) If a Revenue Ofliccr, on his own motion or on applica-
t ion made to him in that behalf, a l t e r hearing the
person with whom the land was settled and in the
case of anv subsequent t ransfer , the transferee as
also the person who is, for the time being, in actual
occupation of such land and al ter making such
e n q u i r y as may be prescribed, is sa l i s l i ed t h a t s e t t l e -
men t ol such l a n d was o b t a i n e d by any person under
sub-sect ion (1) by p rac t i s ing fraud oi misrepresenta-
t ion or t h a t a t ransfer of any land has beer, made
in contravent ion of the provisions of sub-sec-
l ion (JA), he may, by order in wr i t ing , annu l the
s e t t l e m e n t or both the s e t t l e m e n t and the t r a n s f e r ,
as may be deemed necessary."; and

i / r ) in sub-section (3), for the words "annulling settlement
of any land", the following words shall be substituted,
namely:

••'annulling settlement or both the settlement and the
transfer of any land, as the case may be,".

By order of the Governor,
K. K, MO1TRA,

Sec//, to the Covt. of West Bengal.


