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PART II—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
NOTIFICATION

ident of India, is hereby published for general information:—

[ o, 660-L.-—24th March, 1986.—~The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having
/ aitd to by the Pres

West Bengal Act L of 1981

THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT,
1981. )

[Pussed by the West Bengal Legislature.]

[Assenl of the President of India was first published in the
Culcutta Gazelte, Yxtraordinary, of the 24th March, 1986.]

An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955.

Wikneas it is expedieut fo amend  the West Bengal Wost Bon,
land Lelorms Act, 1989, for the purposes and in the munner Aoy X
hereinafter appearing; . of 1950,

It is hereby  enacted in the Thirty-sccond Ycar
of the Republic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as
follows : —

fAhort, 1. (1) "This Acl may ho ealled tho Wost Bongal Land
titla and veforms (Amendment) Act, 1981,

common-

ooment.

(2) The provisions of his Act shall bo deemed to have
come into force on the 7th day of August, 1969, unless the
conlext of any provision otherwise indicates.

Amend.- 2. In the long title of the West Bengal Land Reforms

mont of Act, 1065 (hereinailer referred to ns  the principal  Act),

‘;‘,\I(;‘m\rr.! after the words  “eertain vights therein’, the following
L] .

Vet Ron,  Words ahall be insevied @---

Zx\f"x-.gu. “and also to consclidate the law velating to land reforms”.

Arnond- 3, In seclion 1 of the principal Act, to sub-section (2),

mont ofl the tollowing proviso shnll be added :—

reotion le

“ppovided that the Sl‘.:ui.f\. (1(3\'0&'1\1710115 may, from time
{o time by nolilication 1o the Official  Guztite,
extend and bring into force the provisions of this Act,

409

been

peihy

%
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment ) Act, 1981.
(Sections 4-—7.)'

in whole or in part, to such part or parls of the area wagt Ben,
described in Schedule T to the Calcutta Municipal Act, Aot -
1951, with effeot from such date or dates as may be XXXIII
spgeified in the notification.’’. of 1951.

Teserlion & Alter section 1 of ‘the principal Act, the following
of new section shall be inserted :—
soction 1A, )
“Docheation sa to JA. Tt is  lLereby declared that
tho poliey of tho this Acet is for giving effect to the
Stato. policy of the  State  towards
seenring the principles specified in  clauses (b)
awd () of article 39 of the Constitution of
India.”’,

A mond.
Taont of
clion 2.

S In section 2 of the principal Acb,—
(@) in clause (2), —

(1) after the words “known as kisani”’, the words “‘or
hy any other deseription” shall he insorted,
(i) the following Explanation shall be added: —

“Explanation.—A - bargadar shall continue to be a
hargadar until cultivation by him is lawfully
terminated under this Act;”;

(1) Tor clanse (7), the following clause shall De
substituted : —

YT Uland™ meang Tand of avery description  and
includes tank, tank-fishery, fishery, homestead,
ar Land used for the purpose of live-stock breed.
g, veuliry favming, dairy or Jand comprised
inten garden, will, tactory, workshop, orchard,
hat, bazar, [erries, tolls or land having any other
sarali interests and any other land together with
all interests, and benelits arising out of land and
things aftached to the earth or permanently
fastencd Lo anything attached to earth;’;

fe) dov elaase iy the following  elause  shall  be
subhcfinted ‘

SI0) “travgat” means a person or an institution
holding fand for any purpos: ., whatsoever;’,

substitu G, Lov seetion 3 ol the principal Jet, the following

Hom ol naw section chall he substibuted : —
ecetion lor

aontion . “Aet Lo overvide B0 Pl provisions of  Lhis Act
other Inwn, swall have olfeet nobwithstanding
anybhing  inconsistent  therewith
inany other law for the time being in force or
eoany cusfom or wsage or o contract, express or
implied, or agreomont or deeres or order or
decision oc award of a court, tribunal or other
wuthority,",

Tieertion 7. In Chapter 1 ol the principal Act, after section 3, the
of new soee f0Mowing section shall be inserted : —
tion 3A.

“Nipghts of IA. (1) The rights of all non-agricultural
aill Jroy tecants nad under-tenants under the Weat Bengal Wost Ben
waTTels syl fon-Avvicaltaeal “Tenancy Act, 1919 shall vest in Aot XX of
o s Non erieali y ’ Ac o
sl under- the State free  from all incumbrances and the 1949.
et in provisions of sections 4, 5 and SA ol Chapter 1I West Ben.
URUNIE of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 ﬁ;‘;‘il“
x.‘.:f'|'("l shall, with such modification as may be necessary, s
veat in the  avply mlatis mutandis (o non-agricultural tenanis

> At and under-tenants within the meaning of the West
Benpal Non-Auvicultural Tenancy  Act, 1949 as if such non-
aericultural fenants and under-tenants were intermediaries and

the Land held by them were estates and a person holding under

a non-agricultural tenant or under-tenant were a raiyat,
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. The West Bengal Land Reforms ( Amendment) Act, 1981.

(Sections - 8—10.)

(2) On the vesting of the estates and rights of intermediaries
in any non-agricultural land under sub-section (I),
the provisions of Chapter IIB of this. Act shall

apply.

(3) Every intermediary whose estates or .interests have
vested in the State under sub-section (), shall be
entitled to receive an amount to be dctermined in
accordance with the provisiois of scction 14V of
this Act.”

Amend- 8. In section 4 of the principal Ay '—

raont of (@) in gub-section (4),—

soction 4.

() for the words “shall be sold by the prescribed

authority in the preseril, | manner’’, the words
““hall vest jn the Stnte veo froni all incum-
brances under an ovde ~of the presoribed
authority made in th-  prescribed manner’
ahall ho substituted,

(if) in clause (a), for the word “agriculture”, the
words “thai, for which il was held by him or
scltled by the State or directly ~ incidental
thereto’ shall be substituted,

(#59) in clause (b), after the words “personal cultiva-
tion”, the words “or has failed to utilise the
land consisiently with the original purpose of
the tenancy or for any purpose directly
incidental thereto’ shall be inserted,

(iv) an clause (¢), alter the words “personal cultivation”,
the words “or has failed to utilise the land con-
sistently with the original purpose of the tenancy
or for any purpose directly incidental thereto™
shall be inserted.

(b) for sub-section (5), the following sub-seclion shall
be substituled: —

) W the holding of a raiyat being vested in  the
State  under sub-secbion  (4),  his  ownership
therein shall conse and the rights of the losseo,
if any, shall terminate and the »uiyat shall be
entitled to reccive au amount to he deterinined
under section 14V.”’,

Substitu. 9. For seclion 48 of the . principal Act, the 1ollowing
tion ofnow = -iun shall be substituted : — :
scotion far
sootion 4. ipaintenanco and 4B, Eyery raiyat holding any land shali
coservation  of ynativin and preserve such land  in  such
ek manner that is area is not diminished or its
character is not changed or the land is not
converted for any purpose other than the purpose
for which it was settled or previously held except
with the previous order in writing of the Collector
under scction 4C:

Provided that any raiyat may plant and grow trees on any
land held by him within the ceiling arca applicable
to him and to his family without any previous
order under scction 4C, if such land is not cultivated
by bargadar.”.

10. After section 4B of the principal Act, the following

Tusort

of new ¢ tions shall bo inserted : —
sootion 24C . .
4D anu 48, *Panwuission for 4C, (]) A rawyat hOldll\[.’, any

change of area, land may apply to the Collector

chateolor or W% for change of area or character of

such land or for converaion of tho same for any
pepose ather than the purpose for whicli it wae
sottled “or wax being previously  used  or  for
alteration in the mode of us¢ of such land.

e AR S § o VS e e s i
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Lhe West Bengal Land_Reform; (Amendment) Act, 1981.
(Section 10.)

(@) ©n receipt of such application, the. Collector may,
after making such inquiry os weay be prescribed
and after giving the applicant or the' persons
interested in such land or affected in any way an
opﬁortunity of being heard, by order in writing
either reject the -application or direct such’ change,
conversion or alteration, as the case may. be, on
such terms and conditions as may be prescribed.

(9) livery order under sub-ssction (2) directing change,
conversion or alteration shall specify the date
from which such change, ‘conversion or alteration
shall take effect.

(#) A copy of the order passed by the Collector dircct-
ing change, conversion or alteration, if any, under
sub-section (2), or in an appeal therefrom shall
be forwarded to the Levenue Officer referred to
in section 50 or section 51, as the case may be,
and such Revenue Officer shall incorporate in the
record-of-rights changes effected by -such ordor

and revise the record-of-rights in accordance with
such order.

(3) If the Collector is satisfied that any land Is being con-

- verted for any purpose other than the ;purpose for

which it was settled or was being previously held,

or attempts are being made to eifcct alteration in

the mode of use of such land or change' of the area

or character of such land, he may, by order,
restrain the raiyat from such act.

Offenocs and pounltios. 4D, (1) Any -ekange, conversion
or alteration in the aren, character
or mode of use 'of any land, except in wecordance
with the provisiens of seetion 4C, or any violation
of the order of the Collector uuddr wub-section (45)
of section 40, shall be an offence punishable with
imprisonment which may extoend to three years
or with fine which may "extend to ome thousand
rupces or with both: . "

Frovided that no prosccution shall lie for an ¢#fence under
this sub-scction in a case where an action has
alrcady been taken by the prescrited authority
under sub-scction (4) of scction 4. ;

(¥ No court shall take cognizance of any  offence
punishable under sub-section = () toxeepl on o
complaing in writing made by the Gallector or by
an ollicer authorvised by him in that:behalf,

Bar to registration. 415, No (runsfer (facluding sales
' in exccution of u decree of a eivil
court or for recovery of arrcars of land revenuc)
of any land or interest im  such Jand
within an wrban agglomaeribion as dafined in (he
Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulatipn) Act, 19706,
ov within any part of suel ‘urban .agglomeration,
as may be specified by the Skate Governmont by
notification in the Opfficial . Gazette and used
mainly for agriculbure or as an orehard, without
any order in writing of the Collector shall he
valid and no registeriug authority shall, notwith-
standing the provisions of the Tegistration Act,
1908, regrister 0 document of sueh Lransfer unless
order of the Collector in writing permitting such
transfer is produced: G .

Provided that an application made to the Collector for
permission for any such transfer made of one's
own motion or for registration of a . transfer . in
execution of a decrec of a civil count .shall be
disposed of by the Collector within sixty days of
the filing of the application failing which it shall
be within the rights of the registering authority to
register the document of the transfer,”,

e et

33 of 1976,

16 of 1908,

—

Amend-
ment of
soetion B
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981.
(Sections 11—I13.)

may, Amend- 11, In section 5 of the principal Act,—

::;(l)'“‘] ' m&z:‘; (I) in sub-section (I)—

by ;;ls (ay in clause (@), the word ““and” at the end shall be
riting oniftod. ‘ :

H.ange, (b) witer clause (b), tho lollowing clauses shall be
? on . added : — J

) _(¢) tho purposo for which the land shall be used by
nge, ~ tho transferco is staled therein; and

3 ;

ti‘:)f; I (d) such purpose for use of the land by the
{ trunsferco is consistent with the purpose for
8 whichi the land was settled or was being used
ot - und is not contrary to the provisions of
s section 41, section 4C, section 4l or section
al 0. o ;

to . L.aplanation.—The purposes under clouses (c) and
e, : (d) shdll include agriculture, horticulture,
he animal husbandry, trade,  manufacture,
i enterininment, recreation, sport and such

th 2 other purposes.’’.

der

x

(2). in sub-section (5), in clause (a) of the Explanation,
alter the word ‘‘transferor”, the word *“, trans-
feree™ “shall e inserted.

scetion 8 of the principal Act,—

sub-scction (1),—

"(a) after’ the words “‘other than a co-sharer in the hold-

“ing,”, thé words “the bargadar in the holding
‘may, within three montha of the date of suc
¢ransfer, or” shall be inserted,

" Amend- 12. L
ment of i
soction 8. ( ) in

=

i T

| G (?) before the existing first proviso, the following proviso
: " shall be inserted:—

i -
provided that if the bargadar in the holding, a ro-
; _sharer raiyat and a raiyat possessing land adjoin-
! : A ing such holding apply for such transler, the
| ! bargadar shall have the prior right to have such
: "“portion or share of the holdjng transferred to
' him, and in such a case, the deposit made by
others shall be refunded to them:”, - .

(¢) in the cxisting first proviso, for the words “Provided

that il", the words “Provided further that where

. "the bargadar does not.apply for such transfer
and” shall be substituted,

(®) in the existing second provise, Jfor the words
B “Provided further”, the words “Provided also”
“shall be subslituted;

(2) in sub-scction (2),—
(la) in clause (d), for the words “for uny individual.”, the
words “for any individual, or,” shall be substituted,

foe, (o) after clause (d), the following clauso shall  be

inserted -

“(e) a transfer of land in favour of o buryadar, in
respect of sneh land if after such transfer, the
transterce holds as a raiyat land not exceeding = .
one acre (or 0.4047 hectare) in  area in the
aggregate.”, ‘

(1) add the following Eaplanation:—

“Baplanation.—All orders  passed  and  the conse-
quences thereof under sections 8, 9 and 10 shall
be subject to the provisions of Chapter IIB.".

1908,

Amond- 13. In scction 14 of the principal Act,--
ment of () in sub-seetion (9),--
acotion 14,
() for the woud “cultivation’, the word “utilisation’’
shall be substituted,




474

———" T ———ICaa

The We

(h)
()

THE CALCUTTA GAZETLL,

EXTRA ORDINARY, MARCH 24,

\’l’ anr 1D
1986

st Bengal Lanc‘-l Reforms ( Amendment). Act, 1981.

(Sections 14, 15.)

shall be omitted,

after the word ““production’, the words ‘‘or in
the public interest’’ shall be inserted;

the word “ugricultuml"

(2) alter sub-rection (9), the following gub-section shall

“(6)

Substitu-
tion of now
gootion for
neation

14D,

not

rogistored.

(H No

tration
bc'm%_ in force, RO
n

(N 1

Awmond- 15, In
ment of
sootion

{/v in
14E.

\u')

T

(D)

44. For section 14D of the principal Act,
sevtion shall be gubstituted :—
oo Prangl

Lenvontion of -
Chuplor 1TA shall

be inserted:—

Notbwithstanding anything  contained in any
olher lanw for the time being in force or in auy
agrecment or any custom or usage oOr any
deerce, judgment or aword of any court, N0
partition amongst --co-shacer  raiyats and co-
parccners of a Hindu Undivided family governed
or claiming to be governed -by the - Maitakshara
School of Hindu Law shall have any force unless
such partition is made by re istered instrument
or by a decree OF order of a Court and is effected
by metes and bounds; and both the conditions
having been fulfilled, any guch partition shall.
be deemed to have come into “force from the
dnte of registration of the decd of partition or
the date of final decree OF Order of a Court,
as the case may be, or from the date of effecting
partition by metes and bounds, whichever is
later.”. =g

the following

land
by n
cheduled

(1) No trunsfer of any
or uny inborenb ine such tand
raiyat bclonging to a
Tribe shall be
by o registercd instrument.

W in oon- .‘.4.1)-

bo valid unloss

pwibhstanding wnything contained in the Regis-
Act, 1908 or in any other Jaw for the time
instrument  of transfer OF
dealing with lond or intorest in such land by 8.
ratyal belonging %o the Seheduled "Tribe wade in
coniravention © @ provisions of this Chapter
shall be recognised 88 valid by any court, i
or unubhority exercising ¢ivil, criminal or revenue
jurisdiction and . yogistering officer shall
register ony guch /instrument unless he 18 gatisfied
that the {nstrument 'docs not . contyavene any 0

the provisions of this Chapter.

in course of registroion of any instrument
referred to in sub-scction (2) or in any procecding
rolating to the registration of such instrument or
in any proceeding before any civil, eriminal or
rovonuae court, ony question’ grises a8 to whether
the raiyat execubing guch instrument DLelongs to
the Scheduled Tyribe or a8 whether such
ingtrument has been made in contravention of the
provisions of this Chapter, the registering officer
or other ufficer of authority exercising powers
under the Regisirtion Act or the ecivil,
criminal or revenue ourt  Defore whom suc
(uestion arises, shall refir such question to the
TNevenue Officer roferred to in gection 14C and
shall give oftect “to the deeinion of the Revenue
Officar.”” )

scction 14E of the principal Act,—

the proviso to sub-section {7)—

for the words “Lwelve years'’, in the two places
Swhere they oeoent the words ‘‘thirty years”’
shall be substituted,

tho words “period of seven yeary'', the words
vperiod of  saven  yoiars. notwithstanding
anvihing eontained in the Timitation Act,
1963’ whall be substituted ; '

for

be valid unless made

et

16 of§1008)

86001003, }

Ax
no
80¢C
14
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (. Ameﬁdment) Act, 1981.,
(Sections 16—18.)

() wller nub-soction (2), tho following sub-section shall
be inserted : —

“(3) I'or the purpose of restorution of possession of
any land and evicting any person in actual
occupation of such land under sub-section @),
any such Revenue Officer may use such force
as may be required for evioting the peison in
actual oceupation of such land and may send
a written requisition in such form and in such
manner as may be prescribed to the ollicer-in-
charge of the local police sbution . . having
jurisdiction or to any- police officer superior in
rank to such oflicer-in-charge; and on. receipt
of such written requisition, the police officer
concerned shall ren(%er all necessary lawful
assistance for enforcing delivery of possession
of such land:

Lrovided thut the provisions of this sub-section shall
© not be applicable to any person not belonging
to the Scheduled Tribe, if he has been owning,
possessing or - cultivating land  not  exceeding
0.4047 hectare in area in the aggregate and the
transferr was made by a inember of the
) Scheduled  Tribe - owning, possessing  or
cultivating Jand mensurimf 4 lectares or more
in nren in Lhe aggregato.’’.

Amond- 16. Section J4F of the oprincipal Act shall be

mont of resnumbered as sub-secbion (7) of that section and after

ﬁoﬁilo“ sub-section (/) s so re-numbered, the following sub-section
* shall be inserted : — .

“(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the- Code 5 of 1908,
of Civil Procedure, 1908 and the Indian Contract 9 of 1873,
Act, 1872, no decree or order relating to any land
or intefest’ in such land shall he passed by any
court against a raiyat belonging to o Scheduled
Lribe on the Dasis of any consent, ngreomont or
compromise.  Any such decres or order passed in
contravention of this sub-section shall be void.”.

Tinsarlion 17. Alter scction 14F of the princigal Act, the
of now followiug section shafl be inserted : — o

oti

'ii(}:‘lg.n “Benami transae- 14T T, (7) NOtWithsb&nding any- :

tion or instrument  thing contained in the 'Iransfer,$ © 1888
to bo void. of DProperty Act, 1882 or in any
other law for the time being in force, any henami
transaction or instrument relating to any land or
auy interest therein showing the name of any
person belonging to o Scheduled Tribo g the
ostensible ownor shall be void for all purposes,

(2) No Court shall entertain any suit to enforce any
- right in respect of any such land or interest in such

land against a persoun belonging to o Scheduled
U'ribe by or on hehalf of a person claiming to be

the real owner of such land or interest therein.”.

Substitu- 18. Tor scction 4] of the principal. Act, the following
tion of now section shall be substituled :-——

soction for '
soction “Provisions of 147, Withou reiudie

141, Chaplor 1113 to 6 prejudice to the

linvo overriding  PEOVisions congained elsewhere jn
offoot., this  Act, the provisions of this
Chapter shall have effect notwithstanding anything’
incongistent therewith in any other law for the
time being in force or in tuy custom, usage or
contract (express or implied) or in any agreement,

deceree, order, decision or award of g court, tribunal
or other authority,”, '
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The West Bengal Land Reforms ( Amendment) Act, 1981.

(Sections 19—24.)

3“:‘;‘;“‘}[ 19. In scction 14K of the principal Act,—
n"]?."“ (@) in clause (d), for the words and brackets “State (power-

driven deep tubewell) or State (power-driven shallow
tubewell)”, the words “State power-driven deep
tubewell or shallow tubewell or any other State
irrigation, project” shall be substituted,

- _(b) in clause (e), for the words “any - agricultural”, the
words ‘‘any other” shall be substituted. ,

Amond- 20. In section 14M of the principal Act,—
men.t. of
'l‘;‘;:"‘_"“ (@) lor sub-scction (d), the following sub-section ghall

be substituted : — :

‘(5) The lands owned by a trust or endowment other
than that of a public nature, shall be deemed
to be lands owned by the author of the trust or
endowment- and such author shall be deemed
to be a raiyat under this Act to the extent of
his share in the said lands, and the share of
such author in the said lands shall be taken
into account for calculating the area of lands
owned and retainable by such author of the
trust or endowment, and for determining his
ceiling aren for the purposes of this Chapter.-

Laptanation.—The expression = ‘‘author of trust or
ondowment”’ shall include the guccessors-in-
interest of the author of ~such trust or
endowwent.’ .

(b)) after sub-soction (%), tho following sub-section shall
ho insorted : —

“(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (I), a trust or an institution of
public nature exclusively for a charitable or
religious purpose or botll shall be deemed to be
a rawyat under this Act and shall be entitled to
retain lands < not exceeding 7.00 ' standard
hectares, notwithstanding the number of its
cenftres or. branches in the State.”’.

Amend- 21. 1In scction 14P of the principal. Act, for the words,

ment of brackets and figures,“West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Presidoni
section Act, 1971", the words, brackets and figures ‘“‘West Bengal {-g';] 3 o
s Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981" shall be substituted. .
Amend. 22. In section 14Q of the principal Act,—

?ezgio: () sub-sections (2) and (2A) shall be omitted,

4Q. -

(h) in sub-seetion (3), slter the words “as distinet from
the incomo’’,. the words ¢or usulructs’ shall be
inserted,

(¢) lo sub-section (3), tho following proviso shall be
added : — ’

“Provided that the State Government may, at any
time on its own motion or on an application,
revise on order under this sub-section and may
resumeo the whole or any purt of the land in
excess of the ceiling arca and tuke possession
of such rosumed land alter wiving the parties
concerned an opportunity of being heard.”.

meont of
sootion
14R.

(a) for the words “any body or”, the word “‘an’’ shall

Amend- 23, [ scction 14R of the principal | Act,—
% be substituted,

(b) the words ‘‘or wnder’” ghall be omitted.

Amond- 24, Tn scction 14S of the principal Act, in sub-
ment of coction (), tov the figures  ond word 1,00 hectare’’,
wwotion the figures and words “0.4047 hectare of land used for agri-
LS culture” shall be substituted.
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The West Bengal' Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981. ' x 1‘

(Sections 25, 26.) '\

|

Insortion 25. Aflter scction 14S of the principal. Act, the i

:‘w';l‘:)‘:'l lollowing soction shall be inserted :— ’

1488, « Power to onter 14SS. () Upon vesting of sny : .
:j’nz’l’:,:‘:;‘[:“e‘;:c{’l"' land in the State under any of the ) L

lond. . - provisions of this® Acj, the ¢

Revenue Officer or the prescribed authority or any
other officer or authority who makes the order of
vesting shall evter upon and take possession of
such vested land by using such force as may be :
necessary for this purpose. - . . ' i

() Any Revenue Officer, prescribed authority or any
other officer or authority empowered in this behalf,
may enter upon and take possession of any other : :

- vested land by using such force as may be necessary : !
“for this purpose.

(3) For the purposo of entoring upon such land and
tuking possession thereof, any such officer or
aulhority may send a written requisition in such
form and in such manner as may be prescribed
to the ollicer-in-churge of the Joeal police station
or to any police oflicer superior in rank to such
oflicer-in-charge, ' and on receipt of such written

) requisition, ‘the police. officer concerned shall
render all necessary and lawful assistance for
taking possession of such land.”.

Amond- 26. ’In section 14T of the principal Act, after sub- . 3 i
mont of gection (#), the following sub-sections shall be inserted :— ‘ .
mootion

1. “(5) Tho Levenue Ollicer, on his own motion or upon

any informofion, may, after giving the persons
inferested an opportumty of being heard, enquire
and decide any question of bemami in relation to
any land and any question of title incidental g
thereto or any interest therein or any matter or . !
transaction made with the object of defeating the o

ceiling provisions of this Chapter, in su far us

such enquiry or decision shall De mnecessury ‘to

determine the extent of Jand which is to vest in

the State under scction 148.

(6) The LRevenue Officer, on his own inotion or upon
any informotion, may, after giviug the persons
inferested an opportunity of being heard, enquire
and decide any question’ as to whether any truss,
endowment or institution is of public or private
nature or of exclusively religious or charitable
in charactor, or both, and any question of title
incidental therolo as may bo. nccessary to deter-
mino the extent of land ~ which is to vest in the ?
State under section 148, by examiuing the
decuments, if auy, or by taking into account the
following, among. others:— .

(3) actual user c-f'in_come or uscfructs of the land,
(i) mode of cultivation, .
(#i%) pattern of utilisation of the land, and

(+v) share of income or usufructs of the land appro-
printed or enjoyed, or the arca of such land
“uccupied or onjoyed, by or on behall of  the : ;
munngor, sebait, mutwalli, or any other person -~ N 4
managing the trust, endowment or institution. :

(") Any person agerieved by any order made under
sub-section (3), (3A), (5) or (6) may prefer an
appeal under section 54.

‘(&) Notwithstanding anylhing contained in this Act or
in tho Wost Beugul Istates Acquinition Act, 1003 West Bon.
or in any other law for the time being in force or Aot I of

in any agreement, ocusfom ov -usage or in any 054,

A - e e e BTN R
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deerce, judgment, decision or sward of any court,
tribunal or awuthority, the provisions of sub-
scctions (5 6) and (7) shall operate  with
retrospective effect from the bth.day of May, 1963.

(9) Sub-sections (5), (6), (7y and (8) of this section shall
be deemed to have always been inserted in thc West Wost
Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953, Any officer ActTo
specially empowered in this behalf under the provi- .
sion of thc West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act,
1953 or under the provisions of this Act, may, in
exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections
(5) to (8), re-open and decide afresh any proceeding, '
case or dispute in relation to determination of total
land held by an intermediary or.a raiyat or an
under-raiyat at any point of time or may determine
the quantum of land such intermediary, raiyat or
under-raiyat was_or is entitled to retain and also
may detcrmine the extent of land which is to vest

. in the State or which shall remain vested in the.
State and shall take possession of such land in
accordance with the provisions of section 14SS.
Notwithstanding any judgment, decision or award
of any court, tribunal or authority to the contrary,
the rule of res judicata shall not apply to such cases
of re-opening and, fresh determination.”.

Amond- 27. In section 14U of the principal Act, in sub-section

““"b‘.‘ of (1), for the words, brackets and figures ‘‘West ‘Bengal Land P:onsder;t_’ ;

'1?1;‘0“ Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1971", the words, brackets ~and oo of |
) figures < West Bengsl Land Reforms _(Ameudmcnb) Act, .

1981 shall be qubstituted.

Yneortion 28. After section 14Y of the principal  Ach the

of new following sevlion shall be inserted : —

t’ .

.1?210“ « Applicution of 14%. ~ For the removal of doubly
Choptor 1L B. it 18 hereby declared that—

() nobwithstanding an thing contained dn  this Act
or in uny other law for the time being In force
or in any agreement,.cus.tqm or usage or in any

decree, judgment, decision . -or awnr'd_ot' any
court, tribunal or “authority, vhhe provisions nf
this Chapter shall. apply _to all lands of »!!
classes and descriptions defined in clause

of section 23 ‘

2) in the case of land comprised _in a tea garden,
mill, factory or workshop or land used for the
purpose of livestock breeding, poultry farming

or' dairy, the raiyat, or where. the land is hel

under o leasc, the lessee, may be allowed to
rotiin (in excess of the prescribed 9o§lmg) only
so much of such land as, in the opinion of the
State Government, is required for the purpose
of the tea garden,.mill, factory, workshop,
livestock breeding, poultry farming ot daury,

as ihe case may be:

Provided that the State Government &Y, if it thinks
fit so to do, after reviewing the qn'cumstances
of a vase and after giving the raiyat or the -
Jossee, ns the case mMay. e, an- opport;pmty of
being heard, revise any order made by it under
this "elause specifying the land which the raiyat
o the lessee ahall be entitled to retain for- ten
garden, mill, = factory, workshop, ._livéatoc-k
breeding, poultry farming or dairy, 8 the case
mny be. : » :
I«jmpl.ana!ian.——’l‘he expression ¢“Jand under 8 lease’”
includes any land held directly under the State
Government under a lease.’. '
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Amond- 29. Section 15 of the principal Act shall be re-numbered
mont of ag sub-section (I) of that section and after sub-section &1) aB
sootion 16. so re-numbered, the follawing . sub-sections shall be

inscerted : —- d ,‘ : .

*(2) The right of cultivation of land by bargadar shall,
subject to the provisions of this “Uhapter, be
heritable and shall ‘not ‘be “transferable.

(3) I'he provisions of this Chapter shall 'not apply to
any porson not belouging to’ o Scheduled 'Lribe
cluiming to be o bargadar under v raiyat belouy-
ing to a Scheduled.Tribe.””. N

Amond- 30. ‘In section 17 of the principal Act,——'_.'
mont of '

e (1) for sub-section (2), the following gub-section-shall be
substituted : — ‘ , ;

*“(2) 1f an owner fails to bring under personal cultiva-
tion any land, the cultivation of which by a
bargadar has been terminated under clause (d)
of sub-section (I) within two years {rom the date
of such termination or allows such land to be
cultivated by some other person, -the land shall
vest in the State free from all incumbrances under

2 an order of the prescribed authority in the pre-
scribed manner, and the owner of the land shall
be entitled to an amount therefor in accordance
with the provisions of section 14V.",

(JA) sub-scction (3) shall be omitled.

(2) in sub-section (4), for the figures and  word “6.00
hoctures’’, the figures nnd word 4,00 hectares'’
shall be substituted,

(3) in sub-section (5), for the figures and word ‘‘6.00
hectares”, in the two places where they occur,
{he figures and word “4.00 hectares” shall be
substituted.

Amend- 31. In section 18 of the principal Act,—’

t of . o .
:;::m: 18. («) for the proviso to sub-soction  (Z), the ~following

proviso shall be substituted : —

“provided that no application for decision of any
dispute shall ~ be entertained . unless such
application is presented  to the officer or
authority within three. years from the dute on
which the claim falls or becomes. due.”’.

(h) in sub-section (24), after the words and figures
“the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953",
the words “or under this Act” shall be inserted.

Amend- 32, In section 19 of the principal Act,—

wont of ’ e B ot
sootion 10, (a) for the words  “Subdivisional  Officer”, wherever

{hey occur, the word “Collector”™  shall  be

substituted, ) : =
(b) in sub-section. (I), for the words and figures ‘‘under
soction 17 or section 18 except where such order
was made with the consent of the parties to the
dispute.”’, the words and figures  ‘‘under
gockion 17 or section 18 or pub-saction  (3)  of
scetion 21."" shall be substitutoed,

(c) after aub-gection .(1), _the following sub-section shall
be inserted:—

«(74) An: officer or authority appointed by the State
(Jovernment under section 17 or.section 18 or
an officer specially empowered under sub-
section (1) of sectivi 191 ahall not pass  any
interlocutory or finalk order.in any procecdings
before him or it on the basis of nny consent,

PW' NCAWERE e e IR T T s it - c e .
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agreement or compromise obtained or " effected

* for the purpose of such proceedings, motwith-
standing anything’ contained = in :the Indian9
Contract Act, 1872, or any otber law for. -the
time being. in force.”.

Amond- * 33. In scction 19B of ‘the principal Acty— -
maent of \

soolion (¢) in clauso (b) of sub-section (I),— .

198 (@) for the words ‘“‘new bargadar”, in the two places
where they occur, -the words “‘person other
than the bargadar’ shall be substituted,

(i) for the words “shall retain. fifty per cent.”, the
words ‘‘shall retsin twenty-five per cent.”’
shall be substituted, -

(i#9) for the words “remaining fifty per oent.’’, the

words ‘‘remaining seventy-five p°r cent.” shall
be substituted; o

(b) after sub-section (1), the following sub-section shall
be inserted:— : '

Tnsortion
of new .
neotion
21C.

‘(1) 1f the produce - forfeited under clause (a) of
sub-section () cannot be recovered from the
owner of the land or the person cultivating
the land on his behalf other ‘than a bargadar
or if the share of produce. receivable by the
bargadar under clause (b) of sub-section (7)
cannot be recovered . from -any person other
than the bargadar, money value of the share of
produce so forfeited under clause (@) or share of
produce so receivable under clause (b) shall be
recovered by the ?rescribed authority under sub-
section (I) as @ ‘public.deniand”’  under the
Bengal Public PDemands Recovery Act, 1913,
on o written requisitionsont by such prescribed m
authority to thg, certificate o cer.’;

" (c) for sub-section (2), the following sub-section shall
be inserted:—

“(2) An appeal agoinst any order made under sub-
section (I) shall lie to the Collector who shall
be superior in rank to the officer from whose
order the appeal is. preferred.”’ ;

(d) sub-section (3) shall be omitted.

Amond-
mont ol

;«B«al;iou ‘a) in sub-section (1), for the words “the person, whose

- Jand was cultivated by the bargadar’’, the words
“the owner of the land or the bargadar or any
other person’’ shall be substituted,

|
\

(b) in sub-section (2), after the words ‘‘on receipt of i
such information’’, the. words ‘“‘or on his own
motion” shall be inserted.

34. In section 20B of the principal Act,—

Ameond- 35. In section 21 of the principal Act,— ":\
ment of 5 F \
ion 21. (a) in sub-gection (1), for the words and figures ,
wotion cgections 17 and 18", the words and figures
¢goctions 17, 18, 19B and 20B” shall be
substituted ; '
(M) in sub-section (3),— '

(1) after the words ‘‘in the course of any’’, the words ~ \
“suit, case, appeal or other” shall be inserted,

(i) for the words “for .decigion.””, the following
shall be substituted :—

“for decision and such Court shall dispose of the
suit, case, 'appeal or other proceedings in
accordance with the decision. communicated to
it by the officer or authority mentioned in sub-
section (I) of section 18 to whom the question
wae relferred.’’; ’

RS
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(Section 36.)

(c) after sub-section. :(3),.the fdllowihg sub-section shall
‘be inserted :— ‘ '

“(4) On a reference being made, under sub-scclion (3)
of this section to the officer or authority mentioned
in sub-section (1) of section 18 for decision, such
ofticer. or authority shall personally make such
cnquiry as may be prescribed, shall arrive at a
decision. aftcr giving all the partics -to the suit,
casc, appeal or other proceedings ‘an opportunity
of being hcard and shall communicate his or
its decision in the prescribed 'manner ‘to the
Court which made the reference. After com-
munication of his or its decision ta the referring
Court such decision shall not be altered or
revised except in an appeal under section 19.”.

36. After section 21B of the principal Act, the following
section shall be inscrted :—

“Conatitution of 21C. (1) The Statc Government
‘;i';:?of_“l‘{'xéi‘;ﬁ;'l"""“ may on its own motion, by notification

Land Corporution. in the Official Gazette, constitute a State
Land Corporation, or one or more
Regional Land Corporations or both.

(2)  The State Land Corporation and each of the Regional
" Land Corporations (hereafter in this section called

us Corporation) shall be body corporate with

‘. perpctual succession and common seal, and shall
have power to acquire; hold and dispose of property,

to advance funds, to enter into contracts, to institute -

and defend suits, cases and all other legal proceedings
and to do all things necessary for the purpose of
carrying on its object. P

(3) The object of the Corporation shall be to advance
funds in the prescribed manner to a rccorded
bargadar of the land intended to be sold or to a
bargadar of the land intended to -be sold and holding
certificate issued under the rules made under this
Act or to a person eligible for scttlement of land
under section 49, to cnable .him to purchase
agricultural land from a raiyat who owns at the
material  time .not exceeding one standard
hectare as defined  in clause (f) of section
14K of land in the aggregate, whose ' principal
" source of income is produce from his land and
who being in distress has fniled to sell the land
in tho open markot on.account of cultivation of
the land, which the raiyat intends to sell, by the
bargadar aad the name of the bargadar hias been
recorded or certificate has heen issued to the
vargadar, provided such bargadar or such
person is otherwise eligible to reccive the advance
of fund, as may be prescribed.

(4) The price of the land intended to be purchased by the
eligible bargadar shall be settled as between the
bargadar and the owner of the land. Failing such
scttlement of price, the Corporation, -on being
requested by the owner of the land or the bargadar
or on its own motion may asscss the market value
of the land for assessment thereof, muratis mutandis,
n ‘accordance with the principles of the Land
Acquisition Act, 1894 taking into account the (act
of cultivation by hargadar, but assessment of market
-value shall not include any solatium or intcrest or
any other thing except the market value of the land.

(5) If in such a casc the hargadar fails or does not intend
to buy the land cultivated by him as hargadar, the
Corporation, on being requested by the owner of
the land, may offer the. land to a person eligible
under section 49 to buy. the land at the mutually
settled price or at the price assessed by the

1 of 1804s
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Corporation under: sub-section (4). If such person
fails or does not intend to buy, .the Corporation
may, within a period of six months of the request
by the owner of the land purchasc. the land at a

price mutually settled between’ the Corporation’

and the owner of the Jand or at the price assessed

by the Corporation under sub-section (4) and in
case of such purchase the Corporation shall pay.
the scttled or assessed market value, as the case
may be, to {he- owner of the land.

(6) The instrument of purchase shall be by a registered
deed of conveyance. 1If, however, the owner. of the
land does not register . the deed -of conveyance

within _thirty days of . payment of the settled or
assessed price to him by or on behalf of the bargadar
or by the person eligible under section 49 or by the
Corporation, as the case may be, notwithstanding
anything contained in the Registration -Act, 1908,
the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, or any other
law for the time being in force, the issue of
notification in the Official. Gazetie by the Corpora-

i rion shall be the conclusive evidence of sale of the

land.

(7) The recorded bargadar ot ‘the’ bargadar holding a
certificate or’ the person cligible under section 49
who ‘purchascs the land shall mortgage the land to

the Corporation as security .for the loan advanced
or 1o be advanced to him by a registered instrument
and the loan along with. scrvice ot other charges
shall be rcpayable to “the * Corporation in the
prescribed manner. o i

(8) The land when pu:c_hased by: the - Corporation or
acquired by the Corporation in satisfaction of a
mortgage shall be sold in public auction in such

manner as may be prescribed, for realising the money
spent in purchasing-or’ acquiring the ‘land and also
for service or other charges, if any. -

(9) For the purpose of this .scc':tion,' the word “distress” .

shall mean—
(a) marriage of a daughter,

(b) perférmlimcc of an obligatory ceremony dué to death
of father, mother, husband. or wife, as the case
may be, i

(c) medical treatment of an illness of a very serious
nature cndangering the life of the owner of the
land or the husband or wife of the owner, as the

casc . may -be, and minor sons, unmarried
daughtcrs and “any -other ;"rclativc having no

independent  source of income and solely
dependent on the ownery ‘

(d) maintenance of the owner. of the. land or the
husband or wife of the owner; as the case may be,
and minor sons, unmarried .daughters and any

other relative having no independent source: of
income and solely dependcnt'.on “the owner, due.

to flood, drought or any other natural- calamity.

(10) Al powers, functions, rights and obligations laid
down in this section for: the Corporation shall be
applicable to and exercised by any institution or
organisation  as - may ' be notified by the. State
Government in the Official Gazette on such terms
and conditions and in such manner as may be
prescribed: '

Provided that the provisions of this section shall not
apply to a bargadar who owns and cultivates 4.00
bectares of lend in the aggregate.”.

16 of 1908,
4 of 1882, ,
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Lusortion 37. Alter section 21C of the principal Act, the following =

efnow oo yuctions shall be jnserted : —-
tions 21D

and 2113, ;(yﬁ;n::&‘; ‘:;T‘?.Mltl;:: 2ID. The names of bargadars in
n)ounl-uf-right«.l respect of every raiya¢ shall be entered
‘ in the record-of-rights in such mauner

as may be’ prescribed.

Iar to logal practi- 2lE. In dcciding any dispute under
tionors, - 'the provisions of Chapter 1II, the officers
- and authoritics. may allow any party to the dispute,
unable to make submission on its behalf, to be
represented by its relative or by. a represcntative
ol the association or organisation to which the party
belongs:

Provided that no Advocate or legal practitioner as
‘defined in section 3 of the Legal Practitioners Act, 180of 1879,
1879 shall be allowed to appear, plead or act in
any capacity on behalf of the . party before any
ollicer or authority, unless such Advocate or legal
practitioner himself is a party to the dispute.”.

— -38. In scctlion 39 of the principal Act,—
mont of
seation 30, (¢) after the words “in any area”, the words “as may be
- necessary” shall be inserted, ’ ,
(b) for the words “in the holding in such area”, the words
“in the holdings in such area” shall be substituted,
(¢) for the existing proviso, the following proviso shall be
substituted :— '
“Provided that consolidation of lands may be under-
tuken by the State Government if any seven or
more persons being raiyats each owning land not
exceeding 0.4047 hectare of land in the aggregate
or being recipicents of lands settled under section
49 or from both such categories make representa- '
tion therefor,” -
Amend- 39. In scction 43 of the principal Act, for the words
nont. of and figures “the Bengal Co-operative Societies " Act, 1940"’, Bea, Aot
wotion 3. wherever they occur, the words and figures “the West Bengal 3(024{5 of
Co-operalive Societies Act, 1973 shall be substituted.’ Woest Ben,
Aot
XXXvVIX
; of 1978,
I'nsetiion 40. In Chapter V of the principal Act, after setcion 48, .
>f new the lollowing section shall be inserted :— .
ancti
xs(:\ion “Formation of  48A, (1) Avy seven or more
Go-aparative persons  cach  owning,  cultivating
Conunon Borvioo X . . > X it
Sociuty. or possessing  Ioany  capacity

agricultural  land  not exceeding
0.4047 hectare in area in aggregate in any compace
block or in dilferent hlocks may ferm (homselves
into a Co-operative Conmon Serviea Society and
Apply in writing, in the prescribed form, io the
Registrar, Co-operative Societies, West Benga)
for registration of such sociely ander tho West
Bengal Co-operative Socielies Act, 1973. West Ben,

C
(2) The Registrar may, afler such enquiry as he may xf)g%gnl

deem {it, register the society under the West © ’
Bengal Co-operative  Socielies  Aect, 1973 and

grant o carlilicate, awd on sueh rogisteation the
provisions of  the  West Bengal Co-operalive
Socielics Act, 1973, shall, subject to ilie specinl
provisions of this Aet, apply o sueh a society

and the  socicly may enlisl new members in
accordimee with the rules and hye-laws under

the said Act for the time being in force:

Provided that the society shall not enlist any person as its
member who owns, cullivides or possesses in iny
capacity “agricultaral land exceeding one hectare in
the aggregale.
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(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in the West
Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 1973 and  the
rules made thereunder,—

(@) the Chairman of any Co-operative Common Service
. +Society shall be nominated from amongst the
clected dircctors of the society by the Collector
having jurisdiction on receiving a written requisi-

tion from the elected directors of the saciety. A
Chairman so nominated may be removed before
expiry of the term of the managing committee

of the socicty and a new Chairman may be
nominated in his place;

(b) the first managing committee of any Co-operative
Common Seryice Socjety shall hold office for a
term not exceeding three years;

(¢) alter the expiry of the term of the first managing
committee of the society, the Chairman shall be
clected by the elected directors of the society,

(1) A Co-operative Common Service Society shall raise
its funds from, among other sources, the State
Government, the Central Government, any bank,

. any insurance corporation and other financial
institutions or from among its own members us
graut, loan or equity, The society shall acquire
by purchase, grant, gift, hiring, or otherwise
plough, cattle, manure (including  chemical
fertilisers), seeds, modern scientific ~ agricultural
implements  and such othor inputs as may be
necessary for cultivation and supply or utilise
the same among its members in proportion to
the area of land held by them. The society may
advance loan to the members out. of its own fund.

B R T Ty
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(9) Tho society may recover loans, interest, service
charges and any other cilqrgo for supply .of
implements and price or part of price of Inputs
supplied to the members in accordance with the

. bye-laws of the society specinlly made for this
purpose.

() The society may undertake marketing of produces
grown by ity mombors.”,

— 41. For the heading under Chapter VII of the principal
ment of  Aot, the following heading shall be subslituted :—
heading ' .
under “Maintenance of the record-of-rights.”,
Chapter
VIL
42. In section 49 of the principal Act, in sub-section D),
Amend- t

APy for the figures and words *“0.4047 hectare of land”, the figures
:f,::iof\ 49. and words *'0.4047 hectares of land used for the purpose of
~agriculture” shall be substituted.

43. Tn scclion 50 of the principal Act, for the words “the
oot Revenue Officer specially empowered by the State Government
soction 60, in this behalf”, the words “the prescribed authority” shall be

substituted, ' 3

Insortion
of now
Chapter
VIIA and
soction

JUA

44.  After section 50 of the principal Act, the following
Chapter and section shall be inserted : — v
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“CHAPTER VIIA
Preparation. or rovision of record-of-rights,

Beotion 60 notto  50A. Section 50 shall not apply
m" towertain  t, any district or part of such

' district where Chapter VIIA has
come into force for the purpose of revision or
preparation of records-of-rights; but section 60
shall apply to any land in any such district or
part of such district after final publication of any
such record-of-rights under section 51A.”.

Araond- 45. In section 51 of the principal Act, sub-section (4
ront of  ghal] be omitted.

sootion 51.

Amond- 46. In section 51A of-the principal Act,—

mont of

:\otion (a) in sub-section (£), for the words ‘‘one year’’, the
1A.

words “thrce years” shall be substituted,

(b) in sub-scotion (), for the words ‘“‘the Additional
District Magistrate’ in the two places where
they occur, the words ‘‘the prescribed authority.
superior in rank to the authority from whose

order the appeal is preferred”’ shall be
substituted.

Bubstita- 47. For section 51B  of the principal Act, the following
:::“’.i:: "3;’:' section shall be substituted:—

scotion

i “Rovision orcor- 1B. (I) Any Revenue Officer
o rootion of entry in  apecially empowered by the State
record-of-rights.  (jovernment in this behalf may,
on an application or on his own motion, at any
‘stage of revision or preparation of the record-of-
rights under this Chapter hut before final
publication of any such record-of-ri hts, revise
or corroct any entry in such record-of-rights after
giving the porsous interested 'ar opportunity of
being " heard and ofter rocording the ronsons
therefor :

Provided that any order made under this sub-seotion
shall Lie appenlable in accordance with the provi-
sions of aui‘)-section (8) of section H1A.”,

Amend- 48. In Chapter VI of the principal Act, for the
menb of — existing  heading, ‘the. ‘following heading shall be
thohoad- gy haiituted :— ' o

ing undor

(‘:’tlm ter ““Management of Lands.”,

Substitu- 49. For section 52 of the principal Act, the following
tion of now ¢uciion shall be substituted i—- ‘

sootion for .

sootion 53.

“landx Act applies shall be doemed to
kave been held under the State on such terms
and conditions ns may be prescribed.

(2) Any land belonging tc the State or land which is
at the disposal of the. State Government or held
undor the State by virtue of the provigions of
the West Bengal Lstates Acquisition Act, 1963
or this Act or any other law in force shall,
unless the State Government otherwise directs
by any general or special order, be managed, in
such manner as may be prescribed, by the
Collector of the district under whose "jurisdiction
the lands are situated subject to the control of
the State Government,

(3 If the State Government is of opinion that differcnt
sets of rules are necessary for the managoment

“M(r;nugoment« of 02. (I) All lands to which thia

Weat Ben,
Aot I of
1954,
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of dilforont clusseé’-or dua;:riptious of lands or
lands of different areas, it may wmake different
sets of rules under this section.

(4) Until rules made under this section come into
operation, management of any land covered by
this Act shall continue to be made in accordance
with the existing law or rules or manual ' or

. brinciples, whichever may apply.”. '

[usortion 50. After section 52 ot the principal Act, the following

of new sections shall be inserted:— .- '

s?‘:lonad o , e ' i

525, | JFrovisonfor - 52A, The State Government -
Govex:mfn: . may, while m&lﬂng,' rules under .
Company, eto. section 52, provide for the

establishment of any Government
Company or any co-operative society or any
institution in the public interest for utilisation
of any land. ‘

Powor to enter 52B. Notwithstanding  anything

upon or tako pos- L1y
soasion of land. . in any other law for the tiine being

« . in force or in any custom, usage
or contract or in any agreement, decree, order,

. ’ decision or award of any court, tribunal or other
authority," the State Government shall be entitled
to enter upon and ‘take * possession of any land
which is at the disposal of the State Government
by evicting, if necessary, any person therefrom -
by an order of the prescribed authority in
uccordanoo with tho provisions of section 49,

Explanation.—The expression “any land at the disposal
of the State Government’’ shall include any land
of which any lease, or licence Las been deter-
‘mined by the application ‘- of any law, by efflux
of time, due to rescission of lease, leave or
liconce or due to violation of the terms of the

" lease, leuve or licence, ns the case may be, or
for any other reason, and any land which has
been abandoned by the lessee or licencee.’,

Amend-
ment of
seotion 54,

51. In section 54 of the principal Act,—

(1) in " sub-section (j), for clause ¢a), the foliowing
clause shall be. substituted :— ) .

“{a) 1o a C(')llector,v when the order is made by a
Revonuo Officer or rovenue authority ‘below
the rank of a Collector;”’,

(2) for sub-soclion (3), the following sub-section shall
be subsbibulod :—

“(3) After any appeal is preferred to a Collector, he
may transfer thé appeal to any officer’ "
subordinate to him as may be prescribed:

Provided that the officer to whom the appeal is
transferred is superior in runk or position to
the officer or authority making the order
appealed against.”; .

(3) after sub-section (4),the following sub-section shall be
inserted : — .
“(3) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in

. this Act, the State Government may, on its own
. motion, correct any erroneous decision passed by

any Revenue Officer or by any officer in an appeal

under. the foregoing provisions of thig section and

any such order passed by the State Government

shall be final and shall not be called i iquestion

in any court.”. “@ g gF ’
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Amond- 52 In scction 55 of the principal Act, in clause (a), for

mont of  the words ““to the Collector or. to the Additional District

sootion 55 Magistrate’”,  the words  ‘““to g Collector” shall be
substituted, - ; ‘

Insortion 53. After section 60 of the principal Act, the following d

of now sections shall be inserted :—
sootions 01,

02 and 03. “Bar to jurisdio- g1 (7 Notwithstanding anythin, .
vion of court. contn.l(ne)d in the Code of Civﬁ G of 1008,

for the time being ix force or in any decree,

judgment, . decision or award of any  court,

tribunal or authority, no court shall have jurisdic.-

tion to determine any question relating to any "

land or connected with any matter which is

required to be or which: hgs been enquired into

or decided by any Revenue Officer oy prescribed

authority or any officer or authority under the

provisiong of thig Act,

(3) Nothing in sub-section (7) and sub-section (2) shall
be deemed to affoct nnﬁ right which the parties
to uny dispute may otherwige bave against each
other.

Power to State 62, Thg State Government may
Goverumant to give such directions, not inconsis-
give direotiong, . Sy .

tent with the provisions of thig
ct, to auy Collector, Revenue

. Ofnicer or prescribeq authority under thig Act ag

sary for carrying out the purposes of this  Act
or any rule made thereunder,

Ropoal and sovings. 3, () With effoot from the date
of coming iuto force of the Weat
Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981 in
any district or in any area of Calcutta, such provi-,
sions of the West Bengal Non-Agricultura] Tenancy West Ben.
Act, 1949, as are repugnant to the provisions of AoctXX of
this Act, shall cease to have cffect in that district 1949.
or area. :

(2) Notwithstanding the provisons of sub-secton (1) any -
procecdiug: ponding on the date of such coming
into force before any authorily appointe under
the West Bengal Nou-Agricul turn] Tenancy Act,
1049 or before an court shall be continved or
disposed of ag if tKe West Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 1981 had not come into force in
that district or area.”.

a

By order of the Governor,
- S.N. MUKHERJEE,
Jt. Secy. to the Govt, of West Bengal,

l ang pub.liuhcd by the Buporintondont, Go;';)rxlxlnAcviiL Printing, Wost Dongal, wt the Weat Bengal Qoyt, Press,
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