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PART III—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION

-21th March, 1986.—-The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been
the President of India, is hereby published tor general information: —

West Bengal Act L of 1981
THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT,

10U1.

[Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.} >

(.Assent of the President of India was first published in the
Calcutta Gazelle, Extraordinary, of the 24th March, 1986.]

An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955.

WHKHEAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal \yesfc:Ben_
I/and Itelorms Act, 1955, for the purposes and iu the manner AO» X
hereinafter appearing; * of 1960.

flliurl
l i l l.i nnil

ooniont.

Amond-
vno^t' of
Ih'i lonf*
t i l l f l of
\\'i'.-»t .Hp
.•V4 X
of 1»»«.

ttvOJit of
teotion !•

fo l lows : —

1. ( / ) This Ai-.l may ho called the- Wo*t U»n K a l L-nml
Reforms ( A m e i H l m e n l ) Act, 1981.

>2J The provisions of this Act shall bo deemed to have
con cm o force on the 7lh day o August, 1969, unless the
context of any provision otherw.se mdicates.

2 In tin- Ion- litlo o! tho West Bengal. Laud ll«rorrns
.Vl!t inr5 —eiu.ftm- referred to w the J'nne.pal Ac ) ,
•tfiiV IW wor.1- ".--'•lain r ights thorem", the followii.K
words K h i . l l In - i imm-loi l : —

"and also to consolidate the. law relating to land reforms .

3 !„ KBclkm 1 "f Hu! pnucipal Act, to sub-suction ( 2 ) ,
the fol lowinp 1-roviso »!iull be added: —

, o ' i ,,1 i l r . t I h c Rti i tc . Ciovenimont may, f rc im t i t n o
1 r(;;;ul;l! hi M^ ™ ^ w«°i <*>.'-"•?«>

extend and bring into force the provisions of this Act,
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of new
sootion

Thu West Liaiw.til Lund Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981.

(Sections 4—7.)

in whole or in part, to such part or parlu of the area w
described i i i Schedule I to the Calcutta Municipal Act, Aot
1951, wil l) elteot from such date or dates as may be xxxiu
spsrilied in tho notification.". . ofHffl.

<• Af te r section 1 of the principal Act, the following
section shall l>" hwrttd:->

••])i<clnmi-ion ito to -1 A . It is hereby declared that
i.Jio poiiny of i.ho this Act is for giving effect to the
Rta(0- policy of the State towards

secur ing Die pr inciples specified hi clauses (b)
:md ((••) of article U9 of the Constitution of
Indiii.".

5. I n .seel ion '2 of ( l i e principal Act,—

(a) ill c lauses (2),—

(0 al ' t i-r the words "Kiiowu is kinani", the words "or
liy .my "I'lier description" shall be inserted.

(;'/) the fol lowing Explanation shall be added: —
"Kxplaiiaiion.-—A biirgadar shall continue to be a

hnri/in/tir u n t i l cultivation by him is lawfully
I win mated under this Act;";

(/O for c l ause (7), tho following clause shall be
substituted : —

'(?) " l a n d ' ' means l and of ovory disscriptiou and
iiK-ludes tank, tank-fishery, fishery, homestead,
c.r bun ! i i ^ i -d for I l i c purpose of live-stock breed-
ing , !••. i i l i r y f a r m i n g , dairy or Jund comprised
i ; i ren .pardon, mil l , factory, workshop, orchard,
hat, bazar, ferries, tolls or land having any other
siimiii interests and any other land together with
all interests, and benefits arising out of land and
things ;>i i ; ichcd to the earth or permanently
fu-loned to iinytliing attached to earth;';

{,•) l o r c l a i i s e i'/'.'), the follow!•xjc cbvuso shall bo
s t i l > I i l n l " : l : ••

'(1.0) "'•'/)tint ' means n person «sr an institution
ho ld ing land for any purpose •, whatsoever;'.

.'ion of H^XT
motion lor

a 9"! ion ;'. " Act l.o nvorr i i ln
oMii'r I M U I I .

G. Fur M' i ' i i i i ; i ,1 ill i,lu> principal Jet, the following
section sha l l be substituted: —

ii. The provisions of t l i i s Act
i l i a l l bivvo oll'(!()t Holwi t l i s fa i id i i i f , '
;iny|.|iiiifr incojisistent thenswitli

in a n y o i l i e r law for tho time luiin^ in force or
MI any e n s f n m or usa^'o or contract, express or
i m p l i e d , nr aoTeemeiit or docreo or order or •
dec i . s i i u i 01 award of u court, tr ibunal or other
Author i ty . " .

7. In (.Ihapter 1 of the principal Act, after -section 3, the
lo'lowiii", section shall he inserted: —

••i:ii: in« of 3/\ ( i ) The rights of all non-apricullural
•'" |'"M ( r : . i n t . : . n i d i i iu ler - tenanl . s under t h e Wfr.it Bengal Wost Den>

i'.'.,'.!,?,',1.!'"' N n i r A e . r i e u l i i i r a l Tenancy Act, 1949 shall vest in Act XX of
ihe Stalo tree from all incumbrances and the 1949-
i n - o v i h i d i i ^ of sections 4, 5 and 5A of Chapter II Weat^ Boa.
of i!:'-' West Bengal Estates Acquisition -Act, 1953
shall, w i t h such modification as may be necessary,
apply nutitiiis mutandis to non-agricultural tenants

:- ...(... ; ;.ul "inuK'i'-tciiants within the meaning of the West
i i v i u ' a i N o i i - A ' . i n e u l l u r a l 'I 'enanty Act, 1949 as if such non-
.i..:i 'ic'uliural t e n a n t s and under-tenants were intermediaries and
ihe land held In them were estates and a person holding under
n lum-wicul iura l t e n a n t or under-tenant were a raiyat.

l imit In
.. I - - U in the
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Amend-
ment of
lection 4.

The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment} Act, .1981.

(Sections • 8—10.)

(2) On the vesting of the estates and rights of intermediaries
in any non-agricultural land under sub-section (1),
the provisions of Chapter I1B of this. Act shall
apply.

(3) Every intermediary whose estates or • interests have
vested in the State under sub-section (1), shall be
entitled to receive an amount to be determined in
accordance with the provisio is of section 14V of
this Act."

8. In section 4 of the principal At ',—
(<•') in sub-section (4),—

(i) for the words "shall be sold by the prescribed
a u t h o r i t y in the pros<:ril, I manner", the words
"sl i i i l l vest iu tho Shite 'eo from oil iuonm-

of the prescribed
prescribed manner"

braiioes under un orclf
authority tusulo in tl>-
a h n l l l>o substi tuted,

( i i ) in clause (</), for the word "agriculture", the
wonls "lli;i|. for which it was held by him or
sullied by the State or directly incidental
thereto" shall he substituted,

(»0 in clause (h), after the words "personal cultiva-
tion", the words "or has failed to utilise the
land consistently with the original purpose of
the tenancy or for any purpose directly
incidontal thereto" s l u i l l be inserted,

(n1) in clause (c), af ter (he words "personal cultivation",
ihe words "or has failed to utilise the land con-
sistently wil l ) the original purpose of the tenancy
or for any purpose directly incidental thereto''
shall be inserted.

(£>) for sub-section .(5), the following sub-seclion shall
be substituted: —

*(5) • >u tho h o l d i n g of a raiyat being vested in the
S tn to u n d e r nii l i -f loo. t ioi i (•/), IHH ownership
therein K h a l i reuse, mid tho rights of the IOHHOO,
if tiny, s l iu l l terminate nnd the mi^/jt shall ba
entit led to ree.eivo nn nmount to 1m delflrinined
uuder section .14.V.".

Subititu-
tion of nov.
BfOtion for

•oo(.km -IJ1*.

9. For section 4B of the principal
,'ui; shall be substituted: —

Act, the lollowing

niiitoimnoo nnii 4[j. finery raiyat holding any land shall
>rosorviitioi) v>f in^ttain ;md preserve such land in such
"" ' manner that it:; area is not diminished or its

character is not changed or the land is not
converted for any purpose other than the purpose
for which it was settled or previously held except
with the previous order in writing of the Collector
under section 4C:

Provided that any raiyat may plant and grow trees on any
land held by him within the ceiling area applicable
to him and to his family without any previous
order under .section 4C, if such land is not cultivated

10. After section 4B of the principal Act,' the following
tious slir.ll bo inserted: —

•eotion /iC
•ID nm.i 4ff. ••rnriuiasion for

ohnn?.o of area,

' °r '""

4C. (1) A raiyat holding any
lau(] mav apply to tilt) (Jolleetor
for chnnff f l of area or character of

such Innd or tor r.onvwsion of tho same for nuy
•|i iqn'fc '>!:lior thn i i thfi purpose .for which it w;i«
HiitMod 'or \v i is l in ing prcvinnsly used or for

alteration in the mode of use of such land.
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981.

(Section 10.)

(2) Oil receipt of such application, the Collector may,
after making such inquiry as may be prescribed
iiucl after giving the applicant or the' persons
interested in such land or affected in any way an
opportunity or being heard, by order in writing
either reject the application or direct such change,
conversion or alteration, as the case may be, on
such terms and conditions as may be prescribed.

(.V) Kve.ry order under sub-section (2) directing change,
conversion or alteration shall specify the date
from which such change, conversion or alteration ;
shall take effect.

(i/.) A e.opy of the order passed by the Collector direct-
ing' change, conversion or alteration, if any, under
sub-section (2), or in an appeal therefrom shall
In: forwarded to tlio Ueveiuie Officer referred to
in section 50 or section 61, as the case may be, (

and such Revenue Officer shall incorporate in the
record-of-rights changes effected by such orde.r
and revise the record-of-rights in accordance with
such order,

(5) If the Collector is satisfied that any land is being con-
verted for any purpose other than the .purpose for
which it was settled or was being previously held,
or attempts are being made to elfcct alteration in .
ihc mode of use of such land or change' of the area
or character of such land, he may, by order,
restrain the raiyat from such act.

OffimoM and pnmiition. 4D. (1) Any cfeange, conversion
or alteration in the area, character

or mode of vise'of any land, except in-aoeordanoe
with tlio provisions of section 4'D, or any violation
of the order of the Collector nncjsr stub-section (•'>)
of section 40, shall ho an olTonce punishable with
imprisonment which may extend to ithr-oe years
or with fine which may extend to cae thousand
rupees or with both: •

Provided that no. prosecution shall lie for an (fience under
this sub-section in a case where an action has
already been taken by the prescribe! authority
under sub-section (4) of section 4.

(?) No court shall take oogni/.anee of anj offence
punishable under sub-section (1) < --xcept on a
complaint in writing made by the Collector or by
:in i ,Hirer authorised by him in that behalf. i

Bar to regulation. 4K. No l.ralisfor (including sales
in execution oF u decree of a civi l

court or for recovery of arrears of land revenue)
of ;iny land or interest in such land
w i t h i n an m- l inn !igglomnnil.i.on :is (Wine.d in t l i o
U.r l i i iM l;;ind (Coiling and Regulation) A.ct, 197'!, 33ofl07fl.
or w i i h i n any pni'l of such urban .agglomeration,
:IK may bo S]>ee,ifip.d by tlio iStato flovornmont by
notif icat ion in the Official Gazette and used
mainly for agriculture or as au orchard, without
any order in writing of the Collbctor shall he
vn l i t l and no registering authority shall, notwith-
standing thn provisions of the Registration Act, 16 of 1908.
I i ) ( l 8 , rejviHl.er u dde i in i . ' n t oF such t ransfer unless
onle.r of t l io Collector in wri t ing permitting such
transfer is produced: \d that an application made to the Collector for

permission for any such transfer made of one's
own motion or for registration of a transfer in
execution of a decree of a civil court . shall be
disposed of by the Collector within sixty days of
the f i l i n g of the application fai l ing wSn'ch it shall
he wi th in the rights of the registering authority to
register the document of the transfer.".

1C

b.

lootion
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Amend-
ment of
section 6.

The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981.

(flections 11—13.)

11. In, section 5 of the principal Act,—
(1) in sub-section (1)— •'

(a)- in clause (a), tho word "nhd" at the end shall be
>'• omit tod,

(b) af ter clause (b), tho following clauses shall be
added: —

"(<'•) (.ho purposo for which tho land shall bo used by
tho transferee is stated therein; und

I (d) such purpose for use of the land by the
i tnmsl'c'reo is' consistent with tho purpose for
s which the laud was settled or was being used

and is .not contrary to the provisions of
.'i Mention 4B, section 40, section 4E or section

•!!). '< '
K.vplannt:ion.—-'E\\s purposes under clauses (c) and

(d) shall include agriculture, horticulture,
1 ' • -—«•---• '— trade, manufacture,animal husbandry, us

entertainment, recreation,
other" purposes."

sport and such

(2). in sub-section. (-5), in clause (a) of tho E.vplcmati'on,
after the word "transferor", the word ", trans-
I'cruo" ''sball be inserted.

473

Amend-
ment of
sootion 8.

fine.

'90S.

Amend-
mcnft of
«ootion M.

12. In section S of the principal Act,—
(I) in sub-section (I),—

* (<i) aftei the words "other than a co-sharer in the hold-
ing,", the' words "the bargadar in the holding

J' 'may, wi th in thiv.i! months of the date of suck
transfer, or" shall be inserted,

(ft) before .(he existing first proviso, the following proviso
' '1 ' shall be inserted:—.
l) Si

Provided tha t if the bargadar in the holding, a no-
,, sharer rail/at and a raiyat possessing land adjoin-
"' irij> such holding apply for such transfer, the

Lwrgadar shall have the prior right to have such
1 portion or share of the holdjing transferred to

him, and in such a case, the deposit made by
others shall be refunded to them:", ••

(c) in the existing first proviso, for the words "Provided
that if", the words "Provided further that where
the bargadar does not apply for such transfer
and" shall be substituted,

(d) in the existing second
- : "Provided further",

shall be substituted;

proviso, ..for the words
the words "Provided also"

(2) in sub-section (2),—
(In) in clause ((/), for the words "for any individual.", the

words "for any individual, or," shall be substituted,

(<.) after clause (</), the following clause shall be

"(c) a transfer of l and in favour of a bur/jailur, in
rospwt of such laud if after such transfer , Hie
transl'iuTu holds as u raiyat laud not exceeding
one acre (or 0.4047 hectare) in area in the'
aggregate.",

(/i) mid the I 'o l lowing ISasplanation: —
•'/i'.r/'/'</Mj(./«;i..— All orders passed and tho conse-

(|ui 'M(H'.s thereof under sections 8, !) and 10 shall
be subject to the provisions of Chapter IIB.".

13. In section .14 of the principal Act,—
(/ ) in Hiih-Hiietion ('5),--

('0 for l.ho wind "uiiltivilliou", tho word "utilisation"
shall bo substituted,
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Tim West Randal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981,

(Sections 14, 15.)

('') the word "agricultural" shall be omitted,

(c) after the word "production", the words "or in
tl>u public interest" shall lie inserted;

(") sifter sub-w.tion (5), the following sub-section shall
be inserted: —

"(6') Notwithstanding anything contained in any
other law £or the time being in force or in any
ugrufiuuut or any custom or usage or any
decree, judgment or award of any court, no

partition amongst " co-shacer raiyats and co-
parceners of a Hindu Undivided family governed
or claiming to be governed by the Mitakshara
School of Hindu Law shall have any force unless
such partition is made by registered instrument
or by a decree or order of a Court and is effected
by metes and bounds; and both the conditions
having been fulfilled, any such, partition shall
be deeme.d to have come into force from the
date of registration of the deed of partition or
the date of final decree or Order of a Court,
as the case may be, or from the date of effecting
partition by metes and bounds, whichever is
later.".

following

Imvo
in oon-

nUim of
Cliu[>t.or 1IA. B\mll
not bo valid uuloss
royistorcd.

ment of
aootion
14E.

14. For section 14D of the principal Act, the
sivtiou shall be substituted;—

14D. (7) No transfer of any laud
or any iuturimt in- such land by rv
coii/at belonging to a' Scheduled
Tribe shall be valid unless mado
by a registered instrument.

(:') Notwithstanding anything contained in the llegis-
tration Act, 1908 or in any other law for th« time

being in force, no instrument of transfer or
dealing with land or interest in such land by a
raiynl beloxiging to the Scheduled Tribe made in
contravention of the provisions of this Chapter
shall be recognised as valid by any court, officer
or authority exercising civil, criminal or revenue
jurisdir.tiou and no registering officer shall
register any such instrument unless ho is satisfied
that the instrument 'does not contravene any of
the provisions of this Chapter.

(.')) I f , in course of registration of any instrument
referred to iiv sub-section (2) or in any proceeding
relating to the registration of such instrument or
in any proceeding before any civil, criminal or
iwiMMid court, any question arises as to whether
tin! 1'iiiynt executing such instrument belongs to
Hie Scheduled Tribe or as to whether such
instrument has been made in contravention of the
provisions of this Chapter,' the registering officer
or other officer 01 authority exercising powers
under the llegisir.ition Act lf)08 or the civil,
criminal or revenue Court before1 whom such
question arises, shall refir «uoh question to the
Itovouue Ollicer referred to in section 14CJ and

- ,shall give effect to the deoimpn of the Revenue

15, In seclion 14E of the principal Act,—

( / ! in the. proviso to sub-section \1),—

(n) fur the words "twplve years", in the two places
v.'liiTu lh«y oi'uur, the words "thirty years"

' shall he substituted,

id) fur (he wnrils "period of seven yearn", the, words
"pp.riod of seven yours, noUvithstanding

contnvnod in the Limilntion Act,
nbnll bo substituted;

An-
mo
BOC
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act,

(Sections 16—18.)

(") u f lo r mib-sootiou (2), tlio following sub-auction shall
be inserted:—

"(3) For tho purpose of restoration of possession of
any bind and evicting any person in actual
occupation of such laud under sub-section (2),
any such lievonuo Officer jimy use auch force
as nmy bo required for evicting the person in
a c t u a l occupation of such laud and may send
a written requisition in such form and in such
inamiur as may bo proscribed to the officer-in-
ch argu of the local police station having
jurisdiction or to any police olficer Buporior in

rank to such ollicer-in-cliarge; and on receipt
of such written requisition, the police officer
concerned shall render all necessary lawful
assistance for enforcing delivery of possession
of such laud :

.Provided that the provisions of this sub-section shall
not he applicable to any person not belonging
1.6 the Scheduled Tribe, if he has been owning,
possessing or cultivating land not exceeding
0.4047 hectare in area in the aggregate and the
transfer was made -by a member of the
Scheduled Tribe • owning, possessing or
cultivating hind measuring 4 hectares or more
in Diva in l,bo aggregate.' .

Amond- 16- Section HF of the principal Act shall be
mont of rc-nmnhcrcd us sub-section (/) of that section and after
aootioii sub-section (/) us MO re-numbered, the following sub-section
141' shall be inserted: —

"(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the- Code 6ofl908.
of Civ i l Procedure., 1908 and the Indian Contract Oof 1872.
Act, ]87B, no decree or order relating to any land
or interest in such land shall be passed by any
court against a t'aiyal belonging to a Schedxiled
Tribe, nn the basis of any consent, agreement or
compromise. Any such decree or order passed in
contravention of this sub-section shall be void.".

Iiiaortiou W- After section 14F of the principal Act, the
of now following section sluifl be inserted: —

UVF. "Jienumi i.mnaao- MFF. (7) Notwithstanding any-
tion or instrument thing contained in the Transfer. °
to bo voiii. Of Property Act, 1S82 or in any

other ln.iv for the time being in force, any benami
transaction or instrument relating to any land or
any interest therein showing the name of any
PHI-SOU belonging to a Scheduled Tribe aa the
ostensible, owner shall be void for all purposes.

(2) No Court shall entertain any suit to enforce any
• right in respect of any such land or interest in such

hind against a person belonging to a Scheduled
Tribe by or on behalf of n person claiming to be
t h o real owner of such land or interest therein.".

Snlwtitii- 'IS. For section 14J of (he principal. Act, the following
tion of now secl-imi sha l l bo substituted: —
tuMUion for
•"°Ttion ••Provisions of 1.4J. Without prejudice to the

^oTorHdins I'-visions nmtained .elsewhere in '
nn\.oi. Uns Ac.t, tho provisions of this

( . 'hapier shal l have ctfcot notwithstanding anything'
inronsislent; therp.with in any other law for the
t ime , beiiiflr in force or in any custom, usage or
contract (express or implied) or in any agreement,
decree, order, decision or award of a court, tribunal
or other authority.".
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Motion
14K.

The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981.

(Sections 19—24.)

19, In section 14K of the principal Act,—

(a) in clause (d), for the words and brackets "State (power-
driven deep tubewell) or State (power-driven shallow
iubewell)", the words "State power-driven deep
tubewell or shallow tubewell or any other State
irrigation, project" shall be substituted,

(b) in clause (e), for the words "any agricultural", the
words "any other" shall be substituted.

inoiifc of

UM.°n

20. In section 14M of the principal Act, —

(") *or Bub-sootion (J), the following sub-section shall
bo substituted : — •

'(5) The lauds owned by a trust or endowment other
than that of a public nature, shall be deemed
to bo lauds owned by the author of the trust or
endowment and such author shall be deemed
to be a raiyat \inder this Act to the extent of
bis share iu the said lands, and the share of
such author in the said lands shall be taken
into account for calculating the area of lands
owned and retainable by such author of the
trust or endowment, and for determining his
ceiling area for the purposes of this Chapter.-.

tixpLanation — The expression "author of trust or
endowment" shall include the successors-in-
interest of the author of such trust or
endowment.' ;

(!>) after twb-Hootiou (J), the following sub-section shall
bo inserted: —

"(<>) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (1), a. trust or an institution of
public nature exclusively for a charitable or
religious purpose or botli shall be deemed tp be
a rai-yat xuider this Act and shall be entitled to
retain lands not exceeding 7 .00 standard
Ixectares, notwithstanding the number of its

or. branches in the State.".

Am«mi. 21. In section 14P of the principal Act, for the words,
m«nt of brackets and figures,"West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Prcs
s.ction AC{J ] 971", the words, brackets and figures "West Bengal A«'

Land Reforms (Amendment) Art, 1981" shall be substituted.HP.

Amend-
ment of
neobiou
UQ.

22. In section 14Q of the principal Act, —

(a) sub-sections (2) and (2A) shall be omitted,

(/») in mih-Hontioii (3), ui'lor tlto words "an distinct from
tlio income",. tho words "or usufructs" shall be
inserted,

((••) l.o Hiib-Hoution
lidded: —

tho following proviso shall be

"Provided that the State Government may, at any
time on its own motion or on uii application,
revise an order under thia sub-suction and may
resume Hie whole or any part of the land in
excess of the ceiling area and take possession
of such rosiiiiied land utter giving the parties

un opportunity of being heard.".

Amend-
ment of
sootion
MR.

23. In section 14R of the principal Act, —
(a) tor UIB words "any body or", the word "an" shall

be substituted,

(/)) tin* words "or under" shall be omitted.

Amend-
ment of

US.

24. In section HS of the principal Act, in sub-
section (,':'), toi1 !•!>« figures and word "1.00 hectare",
the figures ;iiul words "0/1047 hectare of land used for agri-
culture" shall be substituted.
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The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2982.

(Sections 25, 26.)

I nnortioa
of now
nnutiou
HSS.

Act, the25. After section 14S of the principal
luilowmg Boctioii shall be inserted: —

•• Power to onto* 14SS. (1) Upon Testing of any
upon anditok. po.- ja]1)J ^ t(ie state under any of th»
iwnaion of voatocl . . ,. , , • . T ,.laud. provisions of this Aoj, th«

Revenue Officer or the prescribe.d authority or any
other officer or authority who makes the order of
vostiuff shall enter upon and take possession of
Hiicli vested land by using such force as may be
necessary for this purpose. .

(2) Any Hi-veil ue Ollicer, prescribed authority or any
other ollicer or authority empowered in this behalf,
may enter upon and take possession of any other
vested lund by using such, force as may be necessary
for this purpose.

(J) Fur the purpose of entering upon such land and
taking possession thereof, ' any such officer or
authority may nend a written' requisition in such
form niul in such manner us may bo prescribed
to tho ollieur-in-churgo of the loc.nl police station
or to any police ollioor superior in rank to such
offioer-in-charge,' and on receipt of such written
requisition, the police officer concerned shall
render all necessary and lawful assistance for
taking possession of such land.".

Amend-
ment of
•motion
14T.

26. In section 14T of the principal Act, after sub-
section (4), the following sub-sections shall bo inserted: —

"(t5) Tho Revenue Olh'cer, on his own motion or upon
any information, may, after giving the persons
interested an opportunity of being heard, enquire
and decide any question of benami in relation to

any land and any question of title incidental
thereto or any interest therein or any matter or
transaction made with the object of defeating the
coiling provisions of thia Chapter, in m> far us
such enquiry or decision shall be necessary to
determine the extent oE land which is to -vest in
tho Btutu under section 14.S.

(6') Tho Revenue Officer, on his own motion or upon
uuy information, may, after giving the persons
interested an opportunity of being heard, enquire
and decide any question as to whether any trust,
endowment or institution is of public or private
nature or of exclusively religious or charitable
in chanvclor, or both, and any question of title
iiU'.ideutul thereto as may ho. necessary to deter-
mine tho extent of laud which is to vest in tho
Stixto under section 14S, by examining the
documents, if uny, or by taking into account' the
following, among others : —

(i) actual user of income or usefructs of the land,

(li) mode of cultivation, . "

(tii) pattern of utilisation of the land, and

(lu) share of income or usufructs of the land appro-
priated or enjoyed, or tho area of BUC.II land
nc.c.upicd or onjoycd, by or on bolmlf of the
miinngtir, iaba-it, muLtoalli, or any other person

1 managing the trust, endowment or institution.

(?') Any person nggmvod by any order made under
nub-section (J), (3A), (J) or (6") may prefer an
appeal under section 54.

'(8) Notwithstanding nnything contained in this Act or
in- tho West .licngtil Kotatos AoquiHitiou Ac.t, ]1)5,'J Wost Bon
or in uuy other law for the time being in force or A-ot I of
in any agreement, custom on -usage or in any IBM,
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1064.

decree , judgment, decision or award of auy court,
tribunal or authority, the provisions of sub-
sections (5), (6) and (7) shall operate with
retrospective effect from the 5th day of May, 1953.

(9) Sub-sections (5), (6), (7) and (8) of this section shall
be deemed to have always been inserted in the West Woat
Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953. Any officer A o t l <
specially empowered in this behalf under the provi-
sion of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act,
1953 or under the provisions of this Act, may, in
exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections
(5) to (.8), re-open and decide afresh any proceeding,
case or dispute in relation to determination of total
land held by an intermediary or a raiyat or an
under-raij/at at any point of time or may determine
the quantum of land such intermediary, raiyat or
undcr-raij/at was or is entitled to retain and also
may determine the extent of land which is to vest

.; in the State or which shall remain vested in the
State and shall take possession of such land in
accordance with the provisions of section 14SS.
Notwithstanding any judgment, decision or award
of any court, tribunal or authority to the contrary,
the rule of res judicata shall not apply to such cases
of re-opening and. fresh determination.".

Amond-
TOlQnt °^
auction 1

moiit (
oooUoi

Amonrt-
mout ot
•ootion
HU.

laaortioa
of n«w
Motion
14Z.

l iuures "West
I'JSl" (tluill

. i n -n^ i - i l.ijvud
substituted.1

'/I I W«* TTW****»I w--' -- -

lleforms (Amendment) Act, •

28. After section 14Y of the principal Act. the
fol lowing unction shall be inserteds —

• CG of HZ. 3?or the removal of doubU
'clmpwrUB. it is hereby declared that—

(/) uou-itU»landiug anything contained in this Act
V or iu any other law for the time being in force

o in anyy agreement, custom or usage or in any
decree judgment, decision or award.of any
ourt!'tribunal or'authority, .tlxe provision.. «

this Chapter shall, aw1? *2 5U- ?" mChios .and descriptions defined m claw* (7)
of sectiou 2;

(2) in Iho ease of land comprised in a tea garden,
' mill factory or workshop or land used for thu

imr ,„«, of livestock .breeding, poultry farmiug
or'dairy, the raiyat, or where, the land is held
under a lease, the lessee, may be allowed to
"u n (iu excess of the prescribed coiling) only

so much of auch land as, in the opinion of the
State Government, is required for the purpose
of the tea garden,. mill, factory, workshop,
livestock breeding, poultry farming ot dairy,
as the case may be:

Provided that the State Government may, if it thinks
fit HO to do, after reviewing the circumstances
ot a ease and after giving the ratyat or the
lessee, ns the case may be an opportunity of
bcinir heard, revise any order made by^it under
(his c.hiuso specifying the land which the ruyal
I'M 'thu lessee shall be. entitled to retain for Uiu
.v-mlen mill, factory, workshop, livestock
breeding,' poultry fanning or dairy, as the caa«
ir.ny be. .

K.r.t>l.analion.— The expression 'Hand under a lease'-
iuohules any laud held directly under the btate
Government under ft lease.'.
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Amend- 29- Section 15 of the principal Act shall be re-numbered
mont of as sub-section (7) of that section and after sub-section (1) as
sootiou is. so re-iuimburod, the following numb-sections shall be

inserted : — • ,

"(2) The right of cultivation of land by bargadar shall,
subject to the provisions of this Chapter, be
heriliiblii and shall not be tninaforsiblu.

(•')) Tho provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to
nny person not belonging to a Sclieiluled Tribe
claiming to be a bargtutaf under u raiyat belong-
ing to a Scheduled.Tribe.".

Amoiui- 30. In section 17 of the principal Act,—-•

•ooUon 17. (1) for sub-section (2), the following sub-section shall be
substituted: —

"(2) If an owner fails to bring under personal cultiva-
tion any land, the cultivation of which by a
liiirifnil-ar has been terminated under clause (d)

of sub-section (1) wilhin two years from the date
of such termination or allows such land to be
cultivated by some other person, the land shall
vest in the State free from all incumbrances under
an order of the prescribed authority in the pre-
scribed manner, and the owner of the land shall
be entitled to an amount therefor in accordance
with .the provisions of section 14V.".

(!A) sub-section (.?) shall be omitted.

(2) in sub-section (it), for the figures and word "(i.OO
hectares", the figures and word "4.00 hectares"
shall be substituted,

(,?) in sub-section (5), for the figures and word "6.00
hectares", in the two places where they occur,
the figures and word "4.00 hectares" shall be
substituted.

Amend- 31. In section 18 of the principal Act,—

»M?iOT l». (.«) for the proviso to sub-section (1), the following
proviso shall be substituted: —

"Provided that no application for decision of any
dispute shall be entertained unless such
application is presented to the officer or
authority within three years from the dute.on •
which the claim falls or becomes due.".

(/') in sub-section (2A), after the words and figure*
"the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953", West Bon.
the words "or under this Act" shall be inserted. Afrt,.1..

Ol 1804.

Amomi- 32. In section 19 of the principal Act,—

Mtion 10. (a) for the words "Subdivisional Ollicer", wherever
they occur, the word "Collector" shall be
substituted, . •

(//) in sub-section. (/), for the words mul figures "under
suction 17 or section 18 except where such order
was made with the consent of the parties to the
dispute.", the words and figures "under
suH.icm 17 or unction 1R or 'mib-Hnrtion (.!)) of
section lil." shall bo substituted,

(r) after sub-section (I), .the following sub-section shall
be inserted:—

"(M) Aiv officer or authority appointed by the State
Government unclc.r section 17 Or -section 18 or
an officer specially empowered under sub-
section (1) of section 19)5 shall not pass any
interlocutory or film! order in any proceedings
beforu him or U OM the basin of any consetu,
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agreement or compromise obtained or effected
tor the purpose of such proceedings, -notwith-
standing anything contained in the Indian 0
Contract Act, 1872, or nny other law for the
time being, in force.".

Auiond-
raont of
BOO Lion
ion.

Araond-
roont of

WB.

33. In section 19B of 'the principal Act,. — •
(a) in clause (b) of sub-section (1), —

(i) for the words "new baryadar", in the two places
where they occur, the words' "person other
than the bargadar" shall he substituted,

(ii) for the words "shall retain fitly per cent.", the
words "shall retain twenty-five per cent."
shall he substituted,

(Hi) for the words "remaining fifty per oen.it.", the
words "remaining seventy-five p°r cent." shall
be substituted;

(b) utter sub-section (1), the following sub-section shall
be inserted: — •. i >

'(/.•I) If the produce • forfeited under clause (<i) of
nub-section (1) cannot be recovered from the
owner of the land or the person cultivating
the land on his behalf other, !than a bargadar
or if the share of produce . receivable by the
linryiidar under clause (b) of sub-sectiou (1)
cannot be recovered from any person other
than the bargadar, money value of the share of
produce so forfeited under clause (a) or share of
produce so receivable under clause (b) shall be
recovered by the prescribed authority under sub-
section (1) as a public demand" unde? the
MoiiR-al Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913, Ben.j
on a written requisition sent by such prescribed
authority to the,, certificate officer.' ;

(c) for sub-section (2), the following sub-section shall
be inserted: —

"(2) An appeal against any order made under sub-
section (7) shall lie to the Collector who shall
be superior in rank, to the officer from whose
order the appeal is preferred." ;

(d) sub-section (3) shall be omitted.
«

34. In section 20B of the principal Act, — •

'(*) in Bub-section (7), for the words "the person, whose
land waa cultivated by the bargadar", the words
"the owner of the land or the bargadar or any
other person" shall be substituted,

(l>) i i> sub-section (2), after the words
sur.h information", the words
motion" shall be inserted.

"on receipt of
or on his own

of n«w
wnt.io»mi.

Amend-
ment of
Motion 21.

35. lu section 21 of the principal Act,—

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words and figures
"sections 17 and 18", the words and figures
"sections 17, 18, 19B and 20B" shall he
substituted;

(/)) in sub-section (3),—
(i) after the words "in the course of any", the words

"suit, case, appeal or other" shall be inserted,
07) for the words "for .decision.", the following

shall be substituted : —

"for decision and such Court shall dispose of the
suit, case, appeal or other proceedings in
accordance with the decision. communicated to
it by the officer or authority mentioned in sub-
section (1) of section 18 to whom the question
wtia referred.":
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(c) after sub-section. .(3),. the following sub-section shall ;
be inserted:— . __ ;;

"(4) On a reference being made, under sub-section (3) .;;
of this section to the officer or authority mentioned ;:l
in sub-section (7) of section 18 for decision, such ' : :
officer or authority shall personally make such i
enquiry as may be prescribed, shall arrive at a .•
decision nftcr giving all the parties to the suit, •
case, appeal or other proceedings an opportunity .,
of 'being heard and shall communicate his or \-
its decision in the prescribed 'manner to the
Court whicli made the reference. After com-
munication of his or its decision to the referring
Court such decision shall not be altered or j ;
revised except in an appeal under section 19.". '^.,

i
in.ortion 06. After section 21B of the principal Act, the following
of new section shall be inserted:— ;
n«ntion ' •

'21O- "(V,tmi.ii.iii.if r 21C. (1) The State Government : •
Kinto Lniui CoriKiru- may on j^ own motion, by notification
^OtapriuL in the Official Gazette, constitute a State

Land Corporation, or one or more • ;

Regional Land Corporations or both. :

(2) The State Land Corporation and each of the Regional
Land Corporations (hereafter in this section called

" us Corporation) Khali be body corporate with
' • perpetual succession and common seal, and shall

have power to acquire; hold and dispose of property,
; to advance funds, to enter into contracts, to institute •

and defend suits, cases and all other legal proceedings
and to do all things necessary for the purpose of
carrying on its object.

(3) The object of the Corporation shall be to advance
funds in the prescribed manner to a recorded
bargadar of the land intended to be sold or to a
bargadar of the land intended to be sold and holding
certificate issued under the rules made under this
Act or to a person eligible for settlement of land
under section 49, to enable .him to purchase
agricultural land from a raiyat who owns at the '.
material time not exceeding one standard '

hectare as denned in clause (/) of section .
14K of land in the aggregate, whose principal
source of income is produce from his land and
who lip.inp iu disf.rnsa linn fni lod to noil t l i < > land
in l-lui o|><m inurkot on .account of cultivation of

the land, whicli the raiyat intends to sell, by the
bargtular nacl the name of the bargadar lias beoii
recorded or certificate has been issued to the
t>aniadar, provided suoh bargadar or such
person is otherwise eligible to receive the advance
of fund , as may be proscribed-

(4) The price of the land intended to be purchased by the
eligible bargadar shall be settled as between the
bargadar and the owner of the land. Failing such
settlement of price, the Corporation, on being
requested by the owner of the land or the bargadar
or on its own motion may assess the market value
of the land for assessment thereof, mutatis mutandis,
:n accordance with the principles of (lie Land
Acquisition Act, 1894 taking into account the fact j-51394,
of cultivation by bargadar, but assessment of market
value shall not include any solatium or interest or ;
any other thing except the market value of the land. •,

(.5) If in such a cnse the bargadar fails or does not in tend
to buy tho hind cultivated by him as bargadar, the •
Corporation, on being requested by Ihe owner of \e land, may offer the. land to a person eligible i

vinder section 49 to buy. the land at the mutua l ly K
settled price or at the price assessed by the _, ,'i
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Corporation under-sub-sectipn (4). If such person
fails or does not intend to buy, .the Corporation
may, within a period of six months of the request
by the owner of the land purchase the land at a
price mutually settled between- the Corporation
and the owner of the livud or at the price assessed

by the Corporation under sub-section (4) and in
case of such purchase the Corporation shall pay.
the settled or assessed market value, as the case
may be, to the owner of the land.

(6) The instrument of purchase shall be by a registered
deed of conveyance. If, however, the owner of the
land does not register the deed of conveyance
within thirty days of'. payment of the settled or
assessed price to him by or on behalf of the bargadar
or by the person eligible under section 49 or by the
Corporation, as the case may be, notwithstanding
anything contained in the Registration Act, 1908,
the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, or any other
law for the time being in force, the issue of
notification in the Official Gazette by the Corpora-
lion shall be the conclusive evidence of sale of the
laud.

(7) The recorded bargadar or the bargadar holding a
certificate or the jwrson eligible under section 49
who purchases the land shall mortgage the land to
the Corporation as security for the loan advanced
or to be advanced to him by a registered instrument
and the loan along with service or other charges
shall he repayable to '"the Corporation in the
prescribed manner. '.':'""

(S) The land when purchased by, the Corporation or
acquired by the Corporation in satisfaction of a
mortgage shall be sold in public auction in such
manner as may be prescribed, for realising the money
spent in purchasing or acquiring the land and also
for service or other charges, if any.

(9) For the purpose of this section, the word "distress"
shall mean—

(<i) murrhigc of n daughter, • ,

(b) performance of an obligatory ceremony due to death
of father, mother, husband, or wife, as the case
may be,

(c) medical treatment of an illness of a very serious
nature endangering the life of the owner of the
land or the husband or wife of the owner, as the
case .1 may • be, and minor sons, unmarried
daughters and any other relative having no
independent source of income and solely
dependent on the owner,-

r.rf) maintenance of the owner of the. land or the
husband or wife of the owner; as the case may be,
and minor sons, unmarried .daughters and any
other relative having no independent source of
income and solely dependent',on the owner, due.
to flood, drought or any other natural calamity.

(JO) All powers, functions, rights and obligations laid
down in this section for; the Corporation shall be
applicable to and exercised by any institution or
organisation as may be notified by the State
Government in the Official Gazette on such terms
and conditions and in such i manner as may be
prescribed: '.

Provided"that the provisions of this section shall not
apply to a biirgudar who owns and cul'Hvatas 4.00
hectares of land in tha aggregate.".
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iiKiortion 37. After section 2IC of the principal Act, the following
of now HOC- siHitioilx rtlmll ho inxertod :—-
llOlIM **! }')

ami 2IK "Numoa <>f iiai^iuiam 2ID. The names of bareadars in
liMSSl* resPfct of T7 ™<W. s>">ll ^ enteredin the record-of-nghls in such manner

as may be prescribed.
j inr to legal pmoti- 21E. In deciding any dispute under

fcumonu . the provisions of Chapter III, the officers
and authorities- may allow any parly to the dispute,
unable 10 nuikc submission on its behalf, to be
represented by its relative or by a representative
of (ho association or Organisation to which the party
belongs:

Provided that no Advocate or legal practitioner as
defined in section 3 of the Legal Practitioners Act, 18 of mo.
1879 shall be allowed to appear, plead or act in
any capacity on behalf of the party before any
ollicer or authority, unless such Advocate or legal
practitioner himself is a party to the dispute.".

Amomi. 38. Iii section 39 of the principal Act,—
nioiit. of
Motion 30. (a) after the words "in any area", the words "as may be

necessary" shall be inserted,
(b) for the words "in the holding in such area", the words

"in the holdings in such area" shall be substituted,

(c) for the existing proviso, the following proviso shall be
substituted :—

"Provided that consolidation of lands may be under-
taken by the State Government if any seven or
more persons being raiyats each owning land not
exceeding 0.4047 hectare of land in the aggregate
or being recipients of lands settled under section
49 or from both such categories make representa-
tion therefor."

.\mcnd- 39. In section 43 of the principal Act, for the words
•nont. iif :uul figures "Uiii Uongul Co-ope nilive Societies -Act, .1940", BOU. Aot
section -13. whciever they necmr, tiio words and figures "tlio West Bongul XXI of

Co-operative Societies Act, 1973" shall be substituted. WMtB«a
Aotxxxvni
of 1978.

inser t ion 40- ln Chapter V of (lie principal Act, after setcion 48,
>fn«w 'I'" following section shall be inserted:— «
j8,\ ''Formation of 48A. (/) Ally seven or more

Oo-o|>iinitivi> persons each owning, cult ivating
(,'ommoii Borvjoo * • i :i
tiociiity. OJ' IXINSUHSIU^ in iiny capacity

UKi'iuultural laud not excuediny:
0.4047 hectare in area in aggregate in any compact
l)loek or in dillon.Mil. liloeks limy form llicMselvefi
in to :i (lo-opcral-ivo (jOinmon Survico Society nnd
npply in wri t ing, in the primoriliod form, to tlio
liitgixtrur, (Jo-op«ralivo Siiciotios, West JJpugu)
for rojfixtniliou of sm'h sncioly midi'.r tlio West
IU'UH':il ('o-Ol)CI'llLivt) Su<:io.lios Act, 1978. West Ben.

Aot
(2) Tlio K i i f f i s l r a r nu iy , al'ler such enquiry as he may

ili-ein lit, rogi.yt.er tlie society undw the West
lien^al (Jo-o]icrative .Societies Act, 197.'i nnd
f>-r : in l . :i c-«rl ilic-nto, iiml on such n-^islnilion l l i ( >

]H-i )vis inn.s of t l io \Ve:4 .I toi i ffal Oo-opurnl.ive
Sociutii-s Aot, 197.'.t, shal l , subjei't to the special
provisions of this Act, npply to Hiioli u society
nnd l-hfi siH'.iuly ni i iy ( tu lJHl , new incinl iurs in
iK'c.onhiniM1 with llio rules mid hyo-lnws under
the said Act (or the time being in force:

Provided t h a t iho society shal l not enlis t any person as its
member who owns, cul t ivates or possesses in any
cMpaciiy •;i|{i'k-iilUiral land exceeding one hectare in
the aggregate.
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(Sections 41—44.\ Notwithstanding anything contained in the West

Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 1973 and the
rules made thereunder,—

(") the Chairman of any Co-operative Common Service
i / Society shall be nominated from amongst the

elected directors of the society by the Collector
having jurisdiction on receiving a written requisi-
tion from the elected directors of the society. A
Chairman so nominated may be removed before
expiry of the term of the managing committee
of I he society and a new Chairman may be
nominated in his place;

(b) the first managing committee of any Co-operative
Common Service Society shall hold office for a
term not exceeding three years;

(c) after the expiry of the term of the first managing
committee of the society, the Chairman shall be
elected by the elected directors of the society.

(•/) A Co-operative Common Service Society nhall raise
its funds from, among other sources, tlie Stnto
Government, the'Central Government, any bank,
any insurance corporation and other financial
institutions or from among1 its own members us
grant, loan or equity. The society shall acquire
by purchase, grant, gift, hiring, or otherwise
plough, cattle, manure (including chemical
fiTl.ilisers), seeds, modern scientific ' agricultural
implements and such other inputs a* may be
iiuouHMury for cultivation and supply or utilise
tlio same among its members in proportion to
the area of land held by them. The society may
advance loan, to the members out of its own fund.

(-5) Tho society may recover loans, interest, service
charges and any other ouarge for supply .of
implements and price or part 'of price of inputs
mipplio.cl to the members in accordance with the
liyo-liiWH of the society specially made for tins
purpose.

(ft) Tin) Hiicioty mny undertake marketing of produces
grown by UH members.".

Ainoud-
xnent of
bonding
under
Chapter
VII.

41. For the heading under Chapter VII of the principal
Act, the following heading shall be substituted s-r-

"Maintenance of the record-of-rights.".

42. In section 49 of the principal Act, in sub-section (I),
; for the figures and words "0.4047 hectare of land", the figures
40. ai»d words "0.4047 hectares of land used for the purpose of

agriculture" shall be substituted.

43. In section 50 of the principal Act, for the words "the
iii"!™'<>r lU-vi-iitH-
"ivii.m mi. in th i s

substitu'.cil.

,
tH- Ollicer specially empowered by the State Government

behalf", the words "the prescribed authority" shall be

Insertion
of now
Chapter
VIIA '"id
eoction

44. After section 50 of the principal Act, the following
Chapter and section shall be inserted: —
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•'(JHAPTJiK V1IA
Preparation or revision of rocord-of-rights.

Section «o not to 5QA. Section 50 shall not apply
o^ytooertain to auy di8triot or part of such

district where Chapter VILA, has
come into force for the purpose of revision or
preparation of records-of-rights; but section 60
shall apply to any laud in nny such district or
part of nncli district after final publication of any
such recordiof-rights under section 61A.".

Amond- 45. In section 51 of the principal Act, sub-section (4)
moat of shall be omitted,
uootion 62.

Amend-
ment of
•notion
*1A.

46. In section 51A of the principal Act,—
(a) in sub-section ( 4 ) , for the words "one year", the

words "three years" shall be substituted,

(b) in Bub-sootion (J), for the words "the Additional
District (Magistrate" in the two places where
they occur, the words "the prescribed authority,
superior in rank to the authority from whose
order the appeal is preferred" shall be
substituted.

Substitn- 47. For section 51B of the principal Act, the following
tiopcfnow rtection 8hnJl be substituted:—-
Hrotion for
^ion "Revision oroor- 51B. (1) Any Revenue Officer

rootion of mitry iu specially empowered by the State
reoord-of.rightn. Government in this behalf may, .

on an .application or on his own motion, at any
stnge of revision or preparation of the record-of-
rijrhts tinder this Chapter but before final
publication of any such record-of-rig'hts, revise
or correct any entry in snch record-ot-rights after
giving tho persona interested 'an- opportunity of
being heard and after recording the reasons
therefor:

Provided that any order made under this sub-section
shall bo appealable in accordance with the provi-
sions of cub-section (<J) of section 61A.".

Amend- 48. In Chapter VIII of the principal Act, for the
mont of existing heading, 'the- 'following heading shall be
tho hood- substituted:— '
ing under
Chapter
Vl

apt
ff.

Management of Lands;".

Subotitu- 49. For section 52 of the principal Act, the following
tionofnow .section shall be substituted:—
bootion for
neotion 63. "Mnnogomont of 62. (1) All lands to which this

*" "' Act applies shall be doomed to
hnve been hold \indor the State on such terms
nnd conditions 0.3 may be proscribed.

(2) Any land belonging tc the State or land which is
at the disposal of the State Government or held
under tho Slnte by virtue of the provisions of
the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 WeotBen.
or this Act or nny other law in force shall, Aoblof
unless the State Government otherwise directs
by any general or special order, be managed, in
such manner as may be prescribed, by the
Collector of the district under whose jurisdiction
the lands are situated subject to the control of
tho State Government.

(3) It the State Government is of opinion that different
sets of rules are necessary for tho
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of difl'oront classes'-or description*) of lands or
lands of different areas, it may make different
sets of rules under this section.

(4) Until rules made under this section come into
operation, management of any land covered by
.this Act shall continue to be made in accordance
with the existing law or rules or manual ' or

t principles, whichever may apply.".

50. After section 52 ot the principal Act, the following
sections shall be inserted:—

•Provision for
establishment of
Government
Company, eto.

52A. The State Government
may, while making rules under
section 52, provide for the
establishment of any Government

Company or any co-operative society or any
institution in the public interest for utilisation
of any land.

Power to outer
upon or tako DOS'

on of land. '

52B. Notwithstanding anything
in any other law for the time being
in force or in any custom, usage

or contract or in any agreement, decree, order,
decision or award of any court, tribunal or other
authority,' the State Government shall be entitled
to enter upon and take ' possession of any land
which is at the. disposal of the State Government
by evicting, if necessary, any person therefrom
by au order of the proscribed authority in
accordance with the provisions of suction 49.

Explanation.— -The expression "any land at the disposal
of the State Government" sholl include any land
of which any lease, or licence bus been deter-
mined by the application of any law, by efflux
of time, due to rescission of lease, leave or
licence or due to violation of the terms of the

' lease, leave or licence, ns tho case may be, or
for nuy otlior reason, aiul any land which has
been abandoned by tho lossee or licenoee.',

Amend-
ment of
aeotioa 64«

51. In section 54 of the principal Act, —

(1) in sub-section (1), for clause ^
clause shall be. substituted: —

the following

" (a) 1o a Collector, when the order is made by a
Uevonuo Oflicer or revenue authority 'below
the rank of a Collector;",

(2) for suh-floH'ion (•?), the following sub-section shall
l > < > an Imlitu toil : —

"(3) After any appeal is preferred to a Collector, he
may transfer the appeal to any officer1

subordinate to him as may be prescribed :

Provided that the officer to whom the appeal is
transferred is superior in rank or position to
the officer or authority making the order
appealed against.";

(3) after sub-section (4),the following sub-section shall be
inserted : : —

"(-') Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in
•this Act, the State Government may, on its own
motion, correct any erroneous decision passed by
any Revenue Officer or bj- any officer in an appeal
under the foregoing provisions of this section and
any such order passed by the State Government
shall be final and shall not be called in i
in auy court".
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Ajno»ii. 52. Ju section 55 of the principal Act, in clause (a), for
moot of ihe words "to the Collector or to the Additional District
notion M Magistrate", the words "to a Collector" shall be

substituted. ' • ;

Inwrtion 53. After section 60 of the principal Act, the following
of now sections shall be inserted:—
BOOtlODl OX.
02 and 03. -Bur to jurisdio. gj. (M Notwithstanding anything

ekm of court, contained in the Code of Civil 6 of 1808.
Procedure, 1908 or any other law

for the time being in fore* or in any decree,
judgment, . decision or award of any court,
tribunal or authority, no court shall have jurisdic-
tion to determine any question relating to any
laud or connected with any matter which is
required to be or which has been enquired into
or decided by any Eevenue Officer or prescribed
authority or any officer or authority under the
provisions of this Act.

(2) Any llaveiiue Officer or prescribed authority or other
o/licor or authority empowered under the provi-
sions of tliia Act shall bans exclusive jurisdiction
to enquire into and decide any question relating
to nny land in conmiction with any matter which
is required to be enquired into or decided by any
proscribed (authority or other officer or authority
under the provisions of this Act. '

(3) Nothing- in sub-section (1) and sub-section (2) shall
be doomed to affect any right which the parties
to any dispute may otherwise have against each
other.

Power to State 62. The State Government may
*£dtatfb£ give such directions, not inconsis-

tent with the provisions of this
Act, to any Collector, Eevenue

Qfncer or proscribed authority under this Act as
niiiy appear to the Stute Government to bo neces-
sary for carrying out the purposes of this Act
or any rule made thereunder.

Ropool and aaviiigd. G3. (7) With effect from the date
of coining into force of tlio West

Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981 in
any district or in any area of Calcutta, such provi-.
sions of the West Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy West Ben.
Act, 1949, as are repugnant to the provisions of
this Act, shall cease to have effect in that district
or area.

(2) Notwithstanding tho proviaoiis of sub-sec ton (1) nny
proceeding! ponding on the date of such coming
into force before nny authority appointed under
the West lieugiil Non-Agricultural Tenancy Act,
1041) or before any court shall be continued or
disposed of as if the West Bengal Land Beforuin
(Amendment) Act, 1981 had not come into force in
that district or area.".

By order of the Governor,
S. N. MUKHERfEE,

ft. Secy, to ihe Covt. of West Bengal.

i«l nni) inibliohcd by Un Buporiatoudout, Government, Printing, Wont JQougnJ, it tha Wwt B*a(*l dart. Pr*«t,
AUporo.


