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. PREFACE 

A Compendium of instructions on land reforms was published 
by the Board of Revenue in 1977. Instructions issued by the Board 
since then have been complied in the present volume. 

_. 2. The Land Management Manual, 1977, has since been 
published. A booklet on' General Instructions on land reforms 
has also been issued by the Board 'or Revenue with the changes of 
policy on certain important issues new .. circulars/directions have 
been .issued. There may be cases where apparently one may find 
conflicting directives. Obviously the latest instructions/directives 
will prevail. 

3. All errors or omissions should be brought to the notice. of 
the Board of Revenue. Suggestions for any improvement to make 
the volume more useful are welcome. 

D. BANDYOPADH"X:AY, 

Writers' Buildings Land Reforms Commissioner, West Bengal. • 
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CHAPTER I 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the BoarcJ of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(l), G.E. Branch 

No. 5723-G.E./217i79, dated Calcutta~ the 16th/25th 
· May 1979. · 

To-The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal. 

Subject : Appointment of Revenue Officers for. the 
purpose of sections 14 N (1) and 14-0(1) of the 
West· Bengal Land Reforms Act. · .., 

Referenct> : His Memo. No. 186/1839/C/79, dated 
3rd March 1979. 

o The undersigned is directed to say that the. pending 
petitions which were filed u.nder section 14N. of the 
Wes1 Bengal Land Reforms Act before the Subdivisional 

. Land Reforms Officer as the prescribed authority 
tO prior to issue of notification No.· 3840-L. Ref., 

dated 16th November 1978, shall be heard and disposed 
of by the Subdvisional Land Reforms Officer. · The 
appeals therefore shall be entertained and disposed 
of by the ofBcers who would have done so but for 
notification No. 3840-L. Ref, dated 16th November 
1978. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 
· Board of Revenue~ West Bengal. 

.-

Memo. No. 5723/1(93)-G.E. 

Copy with a copy of Director of Land· Records 'and 
· Surveys' Memo. No. under reference is forwarded 
rJ to the- l 

' (I) Commissioner, -----Divi~ion.-· ~--

(2) Collector, 

(3) Additional District Magistrate (Land R.eforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Reforms),------------

(4). Settlement Officer,.---------~-­

(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, 

for information and ~ecessary action. 

Calcutta, 

A. K. ·CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The 16th/25th May 197?. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Director of I.and Records and Surveys, 
' West Bengal 

No. 186/1839/C/79, dated Alipore, the 3rd March 1979". 

To-The Secretary, Board of Revque, West Bengal. 

Subject ~ Appointment. of Revenue Officers far the 
" ptirpose £/ sections 14N(l) and 14-0{1) of the 

West Bengal Land Reforms Act .. 

Under the Land Rev~nue D;~partment's Notification 
No. 3838-L. Ref., dated 16th November 1978, 
the Revenue Officer to whom a raiyat shall furnish a 
return under section 14T has been appointed the 
prescribed authority under section !4(N) and lhe 
Revenue Officer immediately superior to the Revenue 
Officer to whom a raiyat shall furnish a return under 
section 14T, under notification No. 3840-L. Ref, 
dated 16th November 1978, has been made the appellate 
authority under section 14-0. Question.s now arise 
as to who will ·dispose of the appeals under section, 
14-0 which were filed ,;.before 16rh November 1978 
and the petitions filed before Subdivisional Land 
'Reforms . Officers under section 14N befQre 16th 
N .wember 1978 and still lying pending. ln case the 
Settlement Department has to dispose of such appeals 
and petitions now, Board may kindly issue necessary 
instructions in the matter. 

N. K. GHOSH, 
For Director of Land Records and Su'*'Jls, 

West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
l 

Office of the Board of Revenue, W.est Bengal 

Section A(I), G.E. Branch 

No. 6637(18)-G.E./16/79, dated Calcutta, the Ist June 
1979 

To-TheAdditional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
· The Additiqnal Deputy ·Commissioner (Land 

R~rms). 

Subject : Maintenance r;f Orchard by the raiyats. 

A reference is invited to the provisions of section 
4B(I) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, 
which lays down that every raiyat owning any Orchard 
shall mafutain and preserve the Orchard in such manner 
that its area is not diminished or its character is not 
changed, except with the previous permission in writing 
of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal. It is noticed 
that a· good number of proposals· from certain districts 
.for felling of old and non-fruit bearing mango. trees 
from Orchards on the basis of the enquiry reports of 
the local Junior(l:;and Reforms Officers are comirig to 
the Board. . Permission of the Board is· being accorded 
in those cases subject to the condition that the raiyat 
concerned would re-plant saplings immediately after 
the old and non-fruit bearing trees are felled. Such 
conditional permission is given so that the financial 
or1 other difficulty of the raiyat is ·mitigated and the 
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Par{)ose of the provision of the Act is not frustrated. 
It has been brought to the notice of the Board that 
on the basis of the orders of the Bo::trd old trees are 
being felled, but in ma.ny cases new. Saplings are not 
being re-planted in their places. As a result, there 
is every possibility of Orchar"ds being elimina~ed 
gradually. It is 

1
also felt that for want of. technical 

knowledge the Junior Land Reforms Officers are not 
in a position to certlfy that the trees are old and ,not 
fruit bearing. The problem was referred to the 
Agriculture Department. The oPinion of the Agri­
culture Dep~rtment in this respectis reproduced below : 

" .......... An Orchard may become unproductive 
if it is not properly mamiged (i.e., application 
of fertilisers, pesticides, irrigation as and when 
required, destruction of parasitic plants, etc.). 
Felling is to be resorted to only when attempts 
of rejuvenation by proper management practices 
have failed. Except in cases of very old and 
senile trees, manuring, irrigation, . use of plant 
protection chemicals, etc., are likely to improve 
the condition of the Or~hard trees and their 
yield. We cannot, perhaps, declare a tree 
unproductive and recommend its felling unless . 
it has been maintained under good management , 
con?ition for a considerable period. The 
P~OJ~ct Officer (Multiple Cropping) of the 
d1stnct may be consulted in this matter for 
opinion." 

Considering the above circumstances the Board is 
pleased to direct-

(a) that the Additional District Magistrate/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Reforms) should invariably consult the 
D_istrict Projec! Officer (Multiple Cropping) 
of the Agriculture Department and obtain 
his advice in writing as to whether the tree/ 
trees proposed to be felled is/are old and 
non-fruit bearing before sending his 
recommendation to the Board. Copies of 
such certificates should be enclosed with 

. the paper, 

(b) that an undertaking should be taken from the 
raiyqt c?ncerned that he shf!.ll re-plant new 
sapling m place of the trees felled, within 
a period of three months from the date of 
felling the old and non-fruit bearing trees, and 

(c) that cases where there has been a violation on 
the part of the raiyat the matter should be 
reported to the Board with specific recom nen­
dation about the act~on to be taken a>ainst 
the said raiyat. "' 

, 
This issues with th.; cJncurrence of Agriculture 

Department. 
J. R. SAHA, 
Secretaty, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 6637/1(2)-D.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(i), Secretary, Agriculture Department, 

2 

(ii) Direct01; of Agriculture, Govern!Jlent of Wes. 
Bengal, with reference to his unofficial Not 
A/642-R.S., dated 19th April 1979, 

with the request to kindly issue suitable instruction to 
the concerned officers of Agriculture Department for 
issuin~ the t:eq'uired certificate. · 

Calcutta, 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Officer and Ex~officio Secretary, 

•Board. of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The lst.June 1979. 

Memo. No. 6637/2(18).G.E. ·. 
Copy forwarded to the-

(i) Commissioner -----Division--.::....--
.. ~,.: ' '' ::t 

~ (ii) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,-'--, 

for information .. 

" A.K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special 0 fficer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
The 1st June 1979. 

----. 
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Bflard' of Revenue, West Bengal 
• I ' 

. Section A(l), G.E. Branch · 

, Memo. No. 11924(18)-G.E./419/78, dated Calcutta, 
the 29th June 1978. 

To-The Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Re(orms)/ The Additional D"puty Commissioner 
(Land Reforms). 

Subject : Attendance of, the respresentative of the 
Junior Land Reforms Officer at Khanapuri 
Bujharat wqrk table. · · 

. It· has come to the· notice .of the Board· that during 
Khanapuri Bujharat work at village level, no repre3en­
tative of the concerne,d Junior LanJ Reforms Officer 
attends the table for t}le recording of vested lands as 
well as for the O)ening of Khatians in the names Ja 
the allottees of vested lands and other purposes. Aso 
result it takes a lot of time at a later stage to re,concile 
discrepancy of the ~·sted land for want of such co­
operatio'n at the Khanapuri Bujharat stage. 

He is requested to ensure that the representatives of 
the Junior Land Reform:; Officers attend the K'hanapuri 
Bujharat tables during the currency of the K hanapuri 
Bujharat work in a particular 'mauza. · 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Bo::zrd of Revenue, West Bmgal. 

!': 

I 

l 
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Memo. No. 11924/1(28)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-· 

(1) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 
Bengal, 

(2) Commissioner, .............. Divjsion ........ , 

(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ..... , 

( 4) Settlement Officer, ................ , 

(5) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue Department, 

, for information. 

Calcutta, 
The 30th June 1978. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Home Department 

Police 

No. 1356-PL.,' dated Calcutta, the 15th February 
1978 

From--:Shri A. K. Sen, Chief Secretary to the Govern­
ment of West Bengal, . 

To-
(1) The Secretary, ----Department. 

(2) Inspector-General of Police, West Bengal. 

(3) Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. ~ .. 

f 4) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,--. 

Subject ; Action regarding encroachments on Govern­
rtzent and Municipal lands. 

Reports have been received from time to. time of 
encroachments on lands belonging to Calcutta Corpo­
ration, Municipalities, various Departments of Govern­
ment and of th~ Undertakings owned and/or managed 
by Government. The Government view this develop­
ment with serious concern and desire that immediate 
and firm steps ,should be taken to remove encroachments . 
and to prevent future encroachments. 

2. In Calcutta, the encroachment is mostly by haw­
kers and traders who occupy stretches of pavements 
and construct temporary stalls/shops thereon. The 
Calcutta Corporation has already completed a survey 
to identify the areas where encroachments have occurred 
in recent months. Steps should be taken immediately 
to remove these encroachments with the assistance 
of the Calcu'ta Police. As regards old encroachments, 
actio.1 should be taken to remove these after obtaining 
orders of the· Department of Local Goverpment and 
Urban Development. The Officer-in-Charge of the 
police-stations in Calcutta should be directeJ to keep 
watch over the areas freed of encroachments so that 
all attempts at fresh encroachments are promptly and 
firmly dealt with. The Coriunissioner of Police should 

.· fSSue clear instructions in the matter. 

3 

3. Similar action should be taken for n.moval and 
prev~n~io~ .of encroachments o~ lands belonging to 
Mumctpabtles, Panchayats, etc., m the districts. Dis­
trict Magistrates should immediately take action in 
the matter in consultation with/the local municipal or 
Panchayat bodies. The local 1police will provide all 
protection to the demolition squads and thereafter 
keep ·constant watch on any fresh encroachment. 
While the primary responsibility in this matter lies 
with the Municipality or the Panchayat to which· the 
land belongs, in view of the paucity of staff of such 
otganisations, the local police should also be on the 
watch. 

4. As regards encroachments on Government lands 
Government Departments owning such lands should 
immediately undertake survey and locate such en­
croachments. Firm steps should thereafter be taken 
to remove new encroachments with the help of the 
local police. Copies of reports by the local offic~rs to 
tqe Officers-in-Charge of the police"stations for taking 
action against the tress passers should be . endorsed 
to the Head of the Department conserned. · Steps 
for removal of such encroachments will be taken by 
the Department concerned and the }1olice will provide 
protective cover. The local officers of the Depart­
ments shall thereafter maintain constant vigil ovel' 
their lands so that all encroachments are detected 
promptly and steps taken for removal thereof. 

A. K. SEN, . 
Chief Secretary to the Government of West 8? ngal 

D.O. N,o .. 4762(18)-G.E.ill0/78, dated Calcutta, the 
22nd April 1978. 

In inviting your attention to paragraph 4 of circular 
No. 1356-PL., dated 15th February 1978, from the 
Chief Secretary to (he Government of West Bengal 
(copy enclosed) I am to request you to initiate imme­
diate action in the matter of req1oval of encroachment 
on vestedfkhas lands with the help of local police 
and to send monthly re)i>orts on ·the progress of the 
endeavour. , } 

I would also request. you to'kindly instruct the Sub­
divisional Land Reforms Officers/Junior Land Reforms 
Officers to keep constant vigil so that all encroachments 
are de'\ected promptly and steps taken for their removal. 

J. R. SAHA, 
"secretary, 

Board of Revenue, ·west Bengal. 

Addl. District Magistrate (Land Reforms). 
' ' 

GOVERNMENT 0¥ WEST BENGAL 

Board of Revenue 

Standing guidelin!!s for settlement of disputes relating to 
cultivation and harvesthg-protection. to bargadars 
and assignees of vested lands. 

1. It is the intention of the Government to ensure 
peaceful cultivation and harvesting by maintaining 
order by effective implementation of the land retorms 
laws. · Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 

    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 
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2. Bargadars whether recorded or unrecorded should 
be given full legal protection not only in cultivating 
the land and harvesting the crop but also in sharing 
the produce strictly according to law. 

· 3. While it is neither possible nor desirable to list 
all possible types of cases of agrarian disputes relating 
to cultivation and harvesting, a few .major types of 
potentia] conflicts ar~ being _mentio~ed in the _follow­
ing paragraphs by way of 1llustratwn. Solutwns of 
the variety of disputes may have to be locally fennel 
with the good offices of Panchayat bod!es. '· 

4. Where the dispute is between the land owner 
and the recorded bargadar (including the ba(gadar 
who has got any document showing his prima facie 
right of cultivation issued by any public officer under 
any Act or Rules) the latter should receive-full protec-· 
tion from the administration in cultivating .the land ' 
and harvesting the crop and getting proper share of 
the produce. 

5. Though legally there is · ho distinc,tion between 
recorded and unrecorded bargadars, so far as the 
bendhs of the land reforms laws are concerned, there 
might be difficulties in delivering the benefits to un­
recorded bar~adars. Attention is drawn to section 
21B of the West Bengal Land· Reforms Act which 
reads as follows:- -

"21B. Person cultivating land of anotber person · 
to be presumed to be a bargadar in certain 
cases : A person lawfully cultivating any 
land belonging to another person shall be 
presumed to be a bargadar in respect of 
such land if such person is not a. member 

· of the family of the other person whose 
land he cultivates and the burden of proving 
that such land is in his personal cnitivatio1l 
shall, notwithstanding. anything to the con­
trary contained in. any other law for the time 
being in force, lie on the person who aiieges 
that the person cultivating the land is not 
a bargadar in. respect of such land." 

Therefore, under the law, if ·any person lawfully culti­
vates the land of another person he is presumed to be 
a bargadar. He should, therefore, get all protection 
underthelaw. · 

6. A problem may arise if two or more persons 
claiming as bargadars raise a dispute about cultivation 
and hat-vesting. In all probability one will be the 
genuine bargadar and the other a fake one. Local 
enquiries should be held to ascertain the fact and pro­
tection should be given to the genuine bargadar. Here 
again good offices of the Panchayat bodies may be 
sought. 

7. The possibility of disputes between two genuine 
. bargadars, one who had been illegally evicted earlier 
and the other who has been. engaged in his place, 
cannot be ruled out. As contemplated under section 

· 19B(l)(b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, the 
newly engaged bargadar will cultivate the land, harvest 
the crop and share the produce with the old bargadar 
who had been illegally evicted. Landowners in such 
cases will· not get any share of the produce. It is 
desirable to bring about a solution on this line thrqugh 
the good offices of the elected Panchayat bodies. Such 
disputes should not be allowed to develop into open 
confrontation. · Every attempt should be made to 

prevent, as far as practicable, conflicts bqtween and 
among the poor. . · \ , 

8. The problem may be slightly different regarding 
cultiYation of vested. land and harvesting of produce 
thereof. Where the pattaholder is an eligible person 
under section 49 of the West Bengal Laqd Reforms 
Act, he should be given alJ protection to cultivate the 
land, harvest the crop and take the entire produce. 

9. Where the pattaholder is prima facie a non­
eligible person but his patta has not yet been annul1<?.d, 
he ~hould be allowed to cultivate the land and harvrs.t 
the crop, if there is evidence that he is in act cal possession 
of the land and he raised the crop himself. 

10. In case where the land reforms machinery has 
failed to hand over possession of the allotted land to 
the pattaholder who is an eligible person, a~ll attempts 
should be made to 'put him in possession of the land 
immediately in accordance with the rules including 
rule 20(A) 3(b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Rules. ·Where, however, such allotted land has been 
cultivated illegally by a person other than the allottee, 
efforts· should be made to sort out ·the problem by 
effecting ·amicable compromise through the good 
offices of the elected Panchayat bodies, wherever 
necessaty. ', 

r· 

11. Determined efforts should be made to prevent 
and eliminate possibilities of violence during cultiva­
tion and harvesting. Sensitive areas should be identified 
where serious breach of the peace is appreijended 
because of the threat of violence a.nd precautionary 
measures should be taken to forestall any occurrence 
of breach of the peace. Help and good offices of 
the elected Panchayat bodies should be taken in this 

~ regard.• 

12; Government expects that the functionaries at 
all levels in the 1 district administratio~ shc;>Uld act im­
partially. They should always bear m mmd that the 
weaker section of the community who have so far 
been deprived of and denied of their legitimate ri~hts 
and privileges 'are. given full benefits and protect10n 
that they are entitled to under· various laws. 

'writers' Buildings, 
Calcvtta, 

The 31st:JuJy 1979. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A(l), G. E. Branch 

No. 15394-G.E./83/78, dated Calcutta, the 29thAugust 
1978. . ' 

To-The Additional District Magistr~:tte (Land Re­
-forms), Baraset. 

SubJect : Conversion of agricultural lands into non­
agricultural tenancy. 

Reference: His Memo. No. 184-L.R. (N)' XVI-~/77, 
dated 20th January 1978. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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The undersigned is directed to say that the "Collector" 
under the Non-agricultural Tenancy Act should look 
into the Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act, 
1976, be{ore granting permission for conversion of 
agricultural land into no.n-agricultural tenancy. He 
should also see that the provisions of other Acts like 
West··Bengal· Estates Accnlisition Act and West JJe:q.gal 
Land Reforms Act are ~ot violated by taking recourse 
to section 72, of the Non-agricultural Tenancy Act. 

No one except a tenant or a landlord ciur apply 
under section 72 of the Non-agricultural Tenancy 
Act. There is no tenant under the West Bengal Land 
Reforms 'Act, which now governs agricultural lands; 
The word "tenant" has been defined for the purposes· 
of Non-agricultural Tenancy Act in section 3(2) of the 
Act. The result is that no one except a non-agricultural 
tenant holding agricultural land or landlord can apply 
under section 72 of the Act. It may, however, be kept 
in mind that a non-agricultural tenant under the 
Non-agricultural Tenancy Act may be a raiyat. under 
West Bengal band Reforms Act. But the applicant 
for conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural 
tenancy is required to be a non-agricultural tenant or 
a "tenant" under section 3(2) o.f the Non-agricultural 
Tenancy Act. So a careful scrutiny is necessary before 
granting permission under section 7']. of the Act. The 
Collector should, however, give ·the applicant and all 
the pa:rties concerned a reasonable opportunity · of 
being heard as per provisions under section 72(1) of 
the .Act. 

All concerned may please be instructecLaccordingly. 

A K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex~fficio Secretqry. 

. Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 15394/1(36)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(1) 
(2) 
(3). 

C ' . . D' .. OlllilllSSIOner,-. • • • • • • • • • lVlSlOn •••••••• , 

Collector/Deputy Commissioner,, ........... , 
Additiqnal District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional D~puty Commissioner (tand-
Reforms), ... ' .......... : . ...........••...• , 

( 4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land ;Revenue Department. 

for information. 

' A. K. CHAKRABORTI, I 

Calcutta, Special Officer and Ex-Officio Secretary, 
The 29th Augus~ 1978. Board of Revenue •. West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BE~GAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A, G. E. Branch 

No. 10376(15)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 16th August 
.1979, 

To-The Collector/Deputy- Commissioner, ....•••••• 

Subject : Conversion of agricultural land into non­
agricultural tenancy •. 

5 
''" ,·. 

Reference : Bpard's Memo. No. 15394-G.E. dated the 
29th A!lgust 1978_. 

· .In continuatiqn of -the above Memo., the undersigned 
is directed to state that conversion of agricultural land 
under section 72 of' th~ West Bengal Non-agricultural 

· Tenancy Act may be allowed in genuine cases where 
the lands are purchased for bonafide non-agricultural 
purposes like building dwelling houses, setting up of 
small industries, etc., even if the applicant may not 
be a non-agricultural tenant. · 

All such cases of .conversion should, however, be 
disposed of having due regard to paragraph one of 
Board's Memo. under reference. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. ,No. '10376/1(22)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded· to the-

(1) Commissioner, ... ·.· ..... Division, .......... , 
(2) -Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms), 

............................. ' 
(3) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 

Land Revenue Department. 

for information and necessary action. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, · 
. Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Calcut~, . Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
The 16th August 1979. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL ~ 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
.·Section A(l), G.E• Branch 

No. 9222-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 25th May 1978. 

T ~The Director of Land Records and Surveys 
West Bengal. 

Subject: 
-~. 

Recording the names of occupiers of land who 
have been given the status of a raiyat or a 
non-agricultural tenant under the provisions 
of the West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead 
Lands for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans 
and Fishermen Act, 1975. 

The West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead Land for 
Agricultural Labourers, Artisans and Fishermen Act, 
1975, provides for statutory acquisition, transfer and 
vesting of land in rural aieas held by any person being 
an agricultural labourer, an- artisan or a. fisherman. 
All these take place by operation of law, provided that 
the conditions requir~d by the Act are-fulillled. 

2.[i. Under section 4 of the said Act where an occu­
pier has been in possession ·of any land on the 26th 
June 1915, (a) if the lan._d in his possession does not 
exceed .0334 hectare, so much of land as does not 
exceed .0334 hectare, shall stand acquired by State 
Govermilent and shall thereupol! stand transferred to 
and vest absolutely in favour of such occupier. (The 
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Act defines "oceupier" as "an agricultural labourer 
or an artisan or a fisherman who is in possession of 
any land of another person, either as a lessee or as a 
licensee or as a tress passer and who ·holds no other 
land in any capacity whatsoever and incluCtes the 
heirs of such person"). A question may arise in regard 
to the treatment of homestead land under occupation 
of a "bargadar" as this category has not been speci­
fically mentioned in the Act. A bargadar generally 
works also as an agricultural labourer, particularly 
m the lean seasons. Therefore there should not be 
any difficulty in extending the benefits of this Act to 
oargadars. 

3. In view of the above provisions, the land not 
exceeding .0334 hectare in possession of an occupier 
on the 26th June 1975 has already been acquired by 
the State and transferred to and absolutely vested in 
such occupier who has, in terms of section 7 of the 
Act, attained the status- 1 

(i) of a raiyat, if such hind is agticultural 'tand; or 

(ii) of a non-agricultural tenant, if such land is 
non-agriculturalland. 

4. Such occupiers having the status of a raiyat · or 
that of a non-agricultural tenant have to be recorded 
as such in the current Settlement Operation by opening 
a khatian for each of them. Where portion of a plot, 
being in occupation of any such person, has vested in 
him a separate plot be curved out for sueh portion 
and a number assigned to it. Such occupiers will not, 
however, be liable to pay revenue or rent for such land 
but liable to pay cesses only. • 

5. The Settlement Officers may be instructed to get 
Lhe names of such occupiers recorded in the current 
Settlement Operation, but where the name of such an 
oc(!upier has already been recorded in column 23 
(old) {i.e., the remarks column of the khatian) in course 
of the current Settlement Operation such cases should 
be re-opened and action should be taken as indicated 
in paragraph 4 of this circular. They may also be · 
instructed to send mauzawarf lists of such persons to 
the Land Reforms Circle Offices for incorporation of 
their names in Register II {Tenants' Ledger) for the 
purpose of collection of Publi£ Works/Road and 
Bducation Cesses. They may also send, another copy 
to the Settlement Charge Officer as such occupiers 
might get some financial assistance for house building 
purposes. These lists should be forwarded to the 
designated officer in the district who deals with such 

'matters. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal, 

Memo. No. 9222/1{36)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded for itiformation and necessary 
action to the- " 

{1) Commissioner, .......... Division, ••••••••.. , 

{2) Collector/Deputy Commissioner, .••••••••.•. , 

6 

{3) Additional District Magistrate/ Additional DeputY , 
Commissioner, 

Calcutta, 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secrqtary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal: 
I . 

The 25th May 1978. 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A(l}, G.E. Branch 

No. 11025{24)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 27th August 
1979 

To-
(1) The· Director of Land Records and Surveys 

West Bengal. · 

{2) The Collector,.-----

{3) The Settlement Officer, 
\ 1. 

Subject: West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead &nd 
for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans a'n( 
Fishermen Act,·1915. 

A reference is invited to the West Bengal Acquisition 
of Homestead Land for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans 
and Fishermen Act, 1975 {Act XLVII of 1975). The 

·salient features of the Act are given below : 

,. 

(i). Where an occupier has been in possession of 
any land on the 26th day of June 1975, then-

{a) if the land in his possession does not exceed 
.0334 hectare, such land, and · 

(b) if the land in his possession exceeds .0334 
hectare, so much of such land as does 
not exceed ,0334 hectare, 

shall stand acquired by the State Government 
and shall thereupon stand transferred to 
and vest absolutely in favour of such occupier.­

~ The "land" means either agricultural land 
or non-agricultural land upon which there 
is a homestead. 

(ii) Where· there are several persons interested in 
the land acquired, the Collector shall, by 
order, apportion the amount amongst such 
persons in accordance with the nature and' 
extent of interest held by such person. 

(iii) An occupier in. whose favour any land vest~ 
. under the Act shall have th~ status-

( a) of a raiyat, if such land is agri'?ultural 
land or 

(b) of a non-agricultural tenant, if such land 
is non-agricultural land : 

Provided that the occupier shall not be liable 
to pay any revenue or rent for such land. • 

,­
'._1 

-v 
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(iv) lfthere is any dispute on the question as to 
whether a land h~s vested in an occupier 
under the provisions of the 1,ct, the matter 
shall be referred to the ·Collector, whose 
decision thereon shall be final. 

2. The West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead 
Land for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans and Fisher- · 
men Rules, 1976, made under the Act (promulgated 
under Agriculture Department notification No. 1690-
C.D.P., dated 2nd March 1976) lay down, inter alia, 
the following :-

(i) The Collector, or any other officer authorised 
by the Collector in this behalf, may, at any 
time between sunrise and sunset, enter 
upon any land which has .vested in favour 
of an occupier, with such officers and work· 
men as he considers necessary and make a 
survey and take measurements of that land 
for the purpose of determining the area in 
possession of the occupier and for demar­
cating such land. 

(ii) A plan for the land shall be prepared and kept 
with the case records. 

(iii) The Collectot: shall confer the title of the land 
which has vested 'in an occupier under the' 
Act by a document in the form enclosed. 

· 3. Under Board's Memo. No; 9222-G.E., ·dated 
the 25th May 1978, instructions were issued to the 
effect th~J.t the occupiers of land in terms of the provisions 
of the said Act, having the status of a raiyat or that of 
a non-agricultural tenant have to be recorded as such 
by opening a K.hatian for each of them. It was also 

·instructed that mauzawise lists of such persons should 
be sent to the Land Reforms Circle Offices for 
incorporation of their names in Register II. A provision 
in the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules has also been 
made to empower the Revenqe Officer to record the 
names of such occupiers and to issue Parcha to them, 
vide notification No. 3290-L. Ref. dated 9th 
September 1978. 

4. In · areas where Settiement Operation under 
section 51 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act is 
going on, the names of the t>ccupiers of such-lands are 

~ being recorded in the record-of-rights and eopies thereof 
being handed -over to such occugiers. The lists of such 
occupiers are being sent to the Land Reforms. Circle 
Offices as instructed previously. It appears that the 
Block Development Officers have . been· appointed 
the Collectors for the purpose of the Act. It is, 
therefore, necessary that lists of such occupiers be_. 
sent . to the Block Development Officers as well who 
will issue the documents conferring rights of fand on 
such occupiers. The Settlement Officers may please 
be instructed accor9ingly. 

5. The Collectors or in other words the Block 
Development Officers. will as soon as they receive the 
lists of the persons recorded in the record-of-rights, 
arrange for issuing the document conferring the right 
of land to such occupiers. 

6. In areas where Settlement Operation is not going 
on, the Block Development Officers acting as the 
Collectors will take all actions in regard to vesting 
~ndtransferring of such lands i-n favour of the occupiers 
10 terms of the provisions of the said Act and issuing 

7 

the documents conferring title · of lands to them. A 
copy of the document should immediately be sent 
to the concerned Junior Land Reforms Officer for 
incorporating the names in the Register II. A copy 
should also be sent to the Officer-in-charge, Settlement 
Camp. concerned, for bringing the names in record. 

7. The members of the Panchayat Sa~itis may 
please be cons~lted whenever necessary. 

8. Imme~iate actions. may please be initjated on 
the above hoes. · 

A. K. CHAKRA"BORTI, . 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 11025/1(24)-G.E. 
~ 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Agriculture Department, 

(2) Panchayat Department, 

(3) Commissioner, --'---- Division,--

( 4) Additional District Magistrate/ Additional Deputy 

Commissi-oner,------------

(5) Land Utilisation .and Reforms and Land and 
, Land Revenue Department, 

(6) Community Development Department, Raj 
Bhavan, Calcutta, 

for information. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.. . 

.,. Calcutta, 
The 27th August~ 1979. 

• 

FORM OF DOCUMENT FOR CONFERMENT 
OF TITLE 

Whereas by virtue of enforcement of the provisions 
of section 4 of the West Bengal Acquisition of Home­
stead Land for Agricultaral Labourers, Artisans and 
Fishermen Act, 1975, the land described in the schedule 
below stands acquired by the State Government and 
also stand transferred to and vested absolutely in 
favour of the occupier/occupiers. 

\ 

Now, therefore, this document be issued. in favour 
of the said ...•................................ 
as a token of the title of the land since vested in him/ 
her/them. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(l), G.E. Branch 
No. 13691(19)-G.E./547/78, dated Calcutta, the 2§th 

July 1978 
To:-

(I) The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal. 

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Reforms) The Additional Deputy Commi-
ssioner (Land Reforms). · _ 

Subject : Correction of records in favour of the persons 
to whom the lands are restored under the West 

- Bengal Restoration of Alienated Land Act, 1973. 
A reference is invited· to item No. 6.3 of the 

operational decisions taken in the Workshop held on 
23rd and 24th June 1978 at the Survey Building, Alipore. 
It has been enjoined therein that the Special Officers 
appointed under the West Bengal Restoration. of Alie­
nated Land Act, 1973, shall furnish the Jumor Land 
Reforms Officers and the Circle Officers with 
copies of orders passed under sub-section (4) of section 
4 ibid. 

2. During the present revisional survey and 
settlement operations the lands have obviously been 
recorded in favour of the transferee. It is necessarY 
for the Revenue Officer to record these lands in favour 
of the transferor as soon as those are restored to them 
by an order undet: section 4(4) ibid. It is, therefore; 
directed that immediately on receipt of the copies of 
orders from the Special Officer, t4e Revenue Officer 
shall correct the records in favour of the person to 
whom the land has been. restored. The records are 
to be corrected under section 51 of the Land Reforms 
Act in areas where the revisional settlement- operation 
is in progress. In orther areas the .correction if neces­
sary should lSe made under section 50 of the .Land 

· Reforms Act. Where the information is received 
during the currency of any sta~e of the settlettlent 
operation under section 51, the records should 
be corrected right in that stage.!. Where, however, 

9 

--.------·--. -------- ---;.:--· -~~;, 

the information is received after completion of a parti­
cular stage the correction shoulq be made in the stage 
following. 

3. . A copy of the records-of-right so corrected shouid 
be given to the person in whose favour land has been 
restored. 

4. All concerned should be instructed accordingly 

A. K. CHAKRABOR TI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio 

Secretary, . ~· 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 13691/1(27)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the- · 

(1) Commissioner, ............................... , 

(2). District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, .. 

......................................... , 
(3) Setlement Officer, ..••..............••....... , 

(4} Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 

Land Revenue Department 

for information~ 

Calcutta, 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio 

Secretary, 
The 26th July 1978. Board of Revenue, West Bengal, 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
Office .of the Board of Revenue, West Be1,1gal 

. I 

Section 'A', G. E. Branch · 
' . 

No. 13104(19)-G.E., dated. Calcutta, the 17th July 1978 

To­
(1) 

(2) 

(!) 

Commissioner, ................. '.Division. 

The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
-West Bengal. 

Collector/Deputy Commissioner, ....... ; .. 

Subject : Level to level f!C~ministrative collaboration 
The need for greater understanding and collaboration 

between the .Settlement' Wing and the Land R-eforms 
Wing who were entrusted . with execution of the land 
refo~s measures was emphasised in ,n.e Workshop. 
Setting up of an organisation with unified command 
will ·take time. Pending . that, proper understanding 
and collaboration between these two wings have to be 
ensured specially in respect of the foHowing items of 
works:-

(a) Bargadar recording; 
(b) Prote<;tion of bargadars; 
(c) Vesting· of land; 
(d) Distribution of land; 
(e) Institutional ·coverage of bargadars and new 

allottees on vested lands; 
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so that the land reforms measures can be administered 
prop:!rly. The most effective way of achieving under­
standing and collaboration is by arranging meetings 
of the officials concerned where the problems 
encountered may be thrushed out so as to tackling 
them effectively by collective efforts of both the wings 
and for this purpose inspectlon of the work done in 
one wing by the officers of the other wing1will go a long 
way. This will afford to the officers concerned an­
opportunity to understand the problems and also to. 
take a comprehensive view regarding administration 
of land reforms measures. 

2. The Settlement Officer and the Additional 
District Magistrate (Land Reforms) will meet at least 
once a month to discuss the problems and sort them 
out. Similarly the Subdivisional Officer and the 
Charge Officer will meet preferably once a fortnight 
to sort out the local· operational problems. Collectors, 
Additional _ District Magistrates and Subdivisional · 
Officers in course of their tours should visit - the 
Settlement Camps. The Settlement Officers should 
likewise visit the offices of the Subdivisional Land 
Reforms Officers and Junior -Land Reforms Officers. 
Further down in the line the Subdivisional Land Reforms 
Officers will inspect the Settlement Camps. The· 
Settlement Cjrcle Officer should also inspect. the offices 
of the Junior Land Reforms Officers. An Officer 
of particular level will inspect tpe offices of lower levels 
of the other wing. The purpose of such visits/inspections 

, is not merely to detect faults but to foster a spirit of 
co-operation and extend help to the other wing to, do 
the job more effectively. When, however, an Inspecting 
Officer of one wing finds that the work has not been 
correctly dene in the other wing, he s_hould not only 
bring it to the notice of the officer whose office he 
in~pected but of the officer superior to the one 
whose office he has inspected. His duty will not end 
only in pointing out the irregularity. He should also 
give suggestions as to the remedial measures and also · 
ensure that the mistakes have been rectified within 
seven days from the date of report. For this purpos~ 
Inspection Book should be maintained in all the offices. 
All the irregularities mentioned in the Inspection Note 
should, immediately on receipt of the same, be recorded 
on half-margin in the Inspection Book and the other 
half of the page should be reserved for noting the 
measures taken to carry out the orders passed. 

3. During their monthly meetings the Settlement · 
Officer and the Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Reforms) will review the frequency of inter-wing 
inspections and the results thereof. Should they find 
that the frequency of insP,ection in the preceding month 
was inadequate they should issue necessary instructions 
to the lower level officers to take up more frequent 
visits. 

4. It is once again emphasised that visits by an 
officer of particular: wing to an office of the other wing is 
aimed at achieving g~:eater understanding and co­
operation between ~he two wings in order to · remove 
administrative impedements to proper implementation 
of land reforms measures in their totality. Such 
visits should, therefore, 'be taken up with a spirit of 
goodwill and understanding. 

5. In order that inter-wing visits/inspections as 
indicated above can be properly maintained the 
Additional o~· trict Magistrates and the Settlement 
Officers will o in a monthly return from the supervising 
officers under · as to the number of visits/inspections 

---... ..,-~_ -----·~-----------------

10 

undertaken by him. A quarterly report should also 
be submitfed to the Board of Revenue by the Additional 
District Magistrates (Land Reforms) 1showing therein 
the total number of inter-wing visits/inspections under­
taken by the officers of the Land Reforms Wing. A 
review of the results of such visits/inspections should 
also be made in the report. The Director of Land 

. Records and s·urveys 'Will also submit a quarterly 
report to the Board of Revenue. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.-

Memo. No. 13104/1( ),.G.E. 
I -. 

Copy forwarded to the Additional District Magistrate 
• (Land Reforms)/Additional Deputy Commissioners 

(Land Reforms)/Settlement Officer{Subdivisional Officer 
an~ Charge Officers fo~ information and· necessary' 
action. 

J. R. SAHA, 
. Secretary, 

-Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
The 17th July, 1978. 

LAND REFO~MS 3/79 

GOVER.~MENT OF WEST B.ENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Secti~n A(I), G.E. Branch 
l 

No. 7555t42)-G.E., dated, the 19th June 1979 

To-

(1) /The Director of Land Records and ~urv~ys, 
West BengaL -,. 

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (L~nd 
" Reforms)/Additional Deputy Commissioner 

(3) 

(4) 

(Land Reforms), ................... _ .......• 

The Collector, ..............••........ ~ ... 
' 

Settlement Officer, ........... : . .............. . 

Subject : Level to level administrative collaboration. 

A reference is invited to paragraph 4.1 of the opera­
. tional deCisions of the Workshop held on 4th and 5th 
May 1979. The need for greater co-operation between 
the two. wings-Land Reforms Wing and' the Settle­
ment Wing-in all spheres of activities of common 

; interest was eq~.phasised therein. A review of the leyel 
to-level administrative collaboration at the field level· 
since th.e last Workshlp held iQ June 1978 shows that 
there is ample scope for further co-ordination between 
.the two wings. Such long-standing problems as dis­
crepancies in the figures of vested land as rilaintain~d 

/ t 
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by both the wings, movement of Compensation Assess­
ment rolls, etc., can be reconciled with better rapport 
amongst the functionaries in the field level. It is 
desirable that the field level officers visit the offices 
of their counterparts and thrash out outstanding pro­
l)lems by discussions. 

i. He is, therefore, requested to , issue detailed 
instructions to all the officers subordinate to him so 
that frequent meetings may be held and visits under­
taken to settle issues of common interest. 

3. A quarterly return i.n the. proforma enclosed 
should be sent to the Board. .. 
· 4. The Director of Land Rocords and Surveys, 
may collect returns from the Settlement Officers in 
the proforma and send a consolidated report to the 
Board. The quarterly reports should be sent in the 
months of March, June, September· and December to 
reach the Board by the 7th of the following month. 
The first -report falls due in the month of June 1979. 
and may be sent by the 7th of July. 

A. K. ~HAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio 

• Secretary, 

• 

Board of Revenue, West .Bengal. 

Memo~ No. ?555/1(3)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(1). Commisioner, ......... . • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • f 

I 

Division, ................ ; .. .' ...... • ....... . 
i. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio, 

Calcutta, Secretary, 
The 19th June 1979. Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Report on Level to Level Administrative Collaboration 
for the. quarter ending on----'-. 

PROFORMA 

o, 
. No. of meet- No. of meet- No. of inter- A short note 

ings between ings between wing visit on the pro-
T! District the Sub- inspections blems dis-

Magistrate/ Divisional at all levels cussed and 
.Additional Officer and disposed of 
Magistrate/ Charge 
and Se~tle- Officer 
ment Officer 

I 4 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal· 
Section A(I), G.E. Branch 

i 
No. 9839(26)-G.E.~ dated Calcutta, the 1st June 1978 . . 

To-:-:-

(1) The Additional District Magistrate/Additional 
Deputy Commission(ir (Land Reforms),--, 

. (2) The Settlement Ofli.cer, , , 

Subject : Cla-ssijic(ltipn ·of lands under banana plantation 
and /:r;Dnb()Q .!iJU!Jlps. as agricultural lands.. . 

The undersigned is directed to refer to Bo~rd's ·Metno. 
No. 7156~G.E., dated lOth May 1973 and Land Utilisa­
tion and Ret;orms. and Land and Land' Revenue Depart­
ment. Memo. ~o.~ J 0.4~7(15)-L. Ref., dated 24th A)Jgust 
1971, regardmg cia:sslfitatlon of lands under,..ban11na 
plantation. It was enjoined therein that tlle''"tfilnanz. 
plantation should be regarded as orchard within the 
meaning of clause (e) of section 14K of the West Bengal 
Land Reforms Act. . · 

• f"' 

2. In an a~p~~l case :(;No. 1658 of I965--5lat&:...or 
West 13engal Vs. Mir Fakir Mohammad), the High 
Court; Calcutta, decided that banana plantation and 
bamboo groves should be treated as agricultural lands 
and .. not orch.l,r(l~ •. Mir Fakir Mohammad, however 
filed. an appeal before the Supreme Court against the 
said judgment of Hon'ble High Court; Calcutta. The , 
Supreme Court has upheld the view of the High Court, 
Calcutta and dismissed the appeal. The· effect is that 
banana :llantation and bamboo groves should be 
treated as agrt'cultunil land and not orchards within 
the meaning of either section 6(1)(f) of the West Bengal 
Estates Acquisition Act or section 14K(e) o'f the West 
Bengal Land Reforms Act . 

3. In the circumsta~ces, the benefit of provision 
contained in section. 14Q(2) of the West B~ngal Land 
ieforms Act cannot be extended to the lands comprised 
n ·hanna plantation or bamboo groves. 

· 4. Board's Memo. No. 7156-G.E., dated lOth May 
3, 7therefore stands cancelled. · 

· J. R. SARA; 
. Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

\ 

Memo. No. 9839/1(4)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-:-

(1) Commissioner, .. , ...... -:Division, .... -. , ...... , 

"(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 
·Bengal, 

for information. 

. ' 
Calcutta, 

The 1st June 1978. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Be,ngal • 

· Memo. No. 9839/2-G.E. 

COpy forwarded to the Land Utilisation and Reforms 
and Land and Land Revenue Ptpartment, West Bengal, 
for information . 
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2. They are requested to modify tlieit' Circul~r. · 
dated 24th August 1971. · · · . .,. ,_,, · . ., 1!:' 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue~· Wet,t'Bengal. ,. 
II ,. "'" :~'< 

Calcutta, 
The 1st June 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENG,A,L 

offic~''(,r the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(l}, G.E. Branch · 

No. 11333(18)-G.E./386/78, dated. -Calcutta, 'the 20th . 
· · June 1978 

To-
The Additional District Magistrate (Land ,Reforms)/ 
The Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land. 
Reforms),.----------

Subject : Reconciliation of the figures of vested land 
mainta!ned in Register VIII with the lands 
shown in the Collector's Khatians. 

The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy of the 
note, dated 27th May 1978, from the Director of Land 
Records and Surveys, West Bengal, which cites an 
instance how the discrepancy arises in the figures of 
vested land maintained in the Land Reforms Circle 
Offices in Register VIII with those shown in the Collec­
tor's Khatians. In this connectio11 a reference is 
invited to BO,ard's Memo. No. 13011(15)-G.E., dated 
13th July 1976. It is cl~r from the note of the Direc­
tor of Land Records _and Surveys, West Bengal, that 
the instructions contained in paragraph 3 of Board's 

, Memo., dated 13th .July 1976, are ·not being properly 
followed. 

It is reiterated that the Settlemen't Operation provides 
for an opportunity of reconciliation of such discre­
pancies. He is, therefore, requested to ensure that 
the lanas as per Collector's Khatians in respect of 
each mauza tally exactly with the figures maintained 
in Register VIII of the re~pective mauza. 

Necessary instructions may please be issued to the 
Junior Land Reforms Officers so that they take proper 
care to reconcile the discrepancies. · 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Bpard of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 11333;1(20)-G.E. 

Copy with a copy of the note forwarded for infor­
mation to the-

(1) Directdr of Land Records and Surveys,' West 
· Bengal, . 

(2) Commissioner, .. : •. ; .... Division, .......... , 

(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ..•. 
• • • • • • • • • • I 
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(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue Department. 

Calcutta, 
The 20th June 1978. 

·]. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The Land Reforms Commissioner may kindly see 
the report below of the Settlement Officer, 24-Parganas 
on the clarification· .asked for by him during~ his ins: 
pection of the Kakdwip Settlement Circle Camp on 
May · 3, 1978. The cause of discrepancy ·of 18.06 
acres of vested land between the records maintained 
by the Junior . Land Reforms Officer, Kakdwip, and 
the Khanapuri-Bujharat l(batian of the Collector 
in Suryanagar Mauza has since been enquired into 
and identified. The quantum ,'of vested agricultural 
land, according to the Junior Land Reforms Officer, 
Kakdwip, i.e., according to his Register VIII is 101.08 
acres. This is on the basis of schedules of vested lands 
sent to him from time to time by the Settlement Officer­
in-charge, 'C' Camp No. II, Diamond Harbour. The 0 

last of the vested land schedule was. sent to the Junior 
Land Reforms Officer sometimes in the end of sixties. 
Subsequent to this, 18.06 acres of vested agricultural , 
land were divested in pursuance of Court decree and tJ 

the· schedule of the said divested land was· sent to the 
Junior Land Reforms Officer, Kakdwip, in 1972 under 
office Memo. No. RR/3/3352/Diamond Harbour-2/72, 
dated 21st Septemler 1972 of the Officer-in-charge, _, 
•Camp' No. II, Diamond Harbour. This, pre­
sumably, has not been noted in the Register VIII by 
the Junior Land Reforms Officer. The quantutn of 
vested agricultural land shown in the Settlement 
Khanapuri-Bujharat Khatian is correct. 

Two points em~ge from the above : 

(i) Thai the Junior Land Reforms Officer has not 
takeri due care to note the divesting duly inti­
mated by the Settlement Camp. Had he taken 
proper care to rectify the entries in the Register 
VIII on intimation received from the Settlement 
this regrettabte incident of discrepancy could t 
have been avoided. 

(ii) Moreover, had the Junior Land Reforms Officer , · 
.taken care even at a later stage when the K.hana- .; 

.·.,. puri-Bujharat Khatian of the · Collector in 
respect of the mauza concerned was supplied 
to him, to check up the same for the purpose 
of. updating his Register VIII he himself could 
have found out that the discrepancy is due to 

· his failure to update his Register VIII. This 
also testifies the failure of the Junior Land Re­
forms Officer to examine the Khanapuri-Bujharat 
Khatian of the Collector prepared and sent to 
him before attestation. · 

The Land Reforms Commissioner may kindly consider 
whether all the, Additional District MagiSlrates (Land 
Reforms) should be advised to activate the Junior 
Land Reforms Officer to update the Register VIII 

, properly and be careful to D;Ote ~e utility o~ so doing 
and/or using the Khanapun-BuJharat Khatlan of. the 
Collector for verifying the entries made in the Rcgtster 
VIII. 

· B. K. SARKAR, 
Director of Land !-ecords and Surveys. West Bengal. 

I 

J 
'I 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

. Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section • A', G. E. Branch 

No. 12341(33)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the lOth July 197& 

To The Collector, ....... : ... · . · · · · · . · 

The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms), · 

•••• 0. 0. 0 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 •••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 

Subj~ct :-Inspect ian of Circle. Offices by the Collectors · 
and t!1e Additional District Magistrates (Lane{ 
Reforms) and other supervisory officers, 

Conseq~ent upon the priority assigned by the present 
Government on implementation of the land reforms 
measures frequent and thorough inspection of the Circle 
Offices has become absclut~ly necessary. Such ins-· 
pection l~ts .no! unfortunately been taken _up at ti~e 
level-of tLe !stnct O~cer.s to ~he extent reqmred. ·Tins. 
has· r.esulte 111 detenoratwn m the standard of work 
in those offices as also reduction in the optimum output. 
This position has. been viewed with utmost concern 
and it has been decided that hen~.:eforth regular. and 
detailed inspection of the Circle Offices should be, 
undertaken by the Additibnal District Magistrates. 

2. Each Additio;1al District Magistrate will insp~ct 
at least two Circle Offices in a month ~o that each 
Circle Office can be covered at least once a year. Where 
the number of Circle Offices under the jurisdiction of an 
Additional District Magistrate is relatively' large, the 
programme of inspection sh?':ll~ b~ ~o .adjl;Jsted that 
e<''''l Circle Office under 111s .JUrlSdichon Is covered 
at k~lt:t once a year. The Collector himself will also 
ins .>c.::ct at least one Circle Oflice in each sub~ivision 
on~e a year. Similarly the Subdivisional Officer will 
also inspect all the Circle Offict:s in the subdivision in 
course of the year. In course of inspection the 
Additional District. Magistrates will be required to 
look iii details. into all aspects of work normally done 
in the Circle Office. The following items should, 
however, be given special attention :-

(l) Maintenance of guard file for important orders 
and circulars. 

(2) Checking of tahsil accounts by t)1e ·clerk-in­
charge, the Assistant Revenue Officer, the 
Junior Land Reforms Officer, etc. 

(3) l\1aintenance or Register I on rent roll by the 
Tahasildars. 

( 4) Maintenance of Rcgis1er· 73 for keeping note on 
Fiuelity Guarantee Bonds of the Tahsildars. 

(5) Lease of sairati interests and proper main­
tenance of Miscellaileous Demand· Register 
r.nd Miscellaneous. Collection Register. 

(6) Proper realisation· 6f royalty from minor 
minerals. 

(7) Regular and timely disposal of certificate cases 
and maintenance of registers connected there-
with. . 

(8) Bhagchas cas~s. 
(9) Mutation cases. 

(10} 

(11) 

Proper and regular maintenance of Register 
VIII. 
Maintenance of Register XI for remission 
of revenue. 

13 

( 12) Maintenance of the Register for Civil Suit 
and Civil Rules'. 

· (13) Maintenance of ~ist of eligible ·persons for 
distribution of khas'vested land under se.::tion 
49 of the Land Reforms Act. 

(14) Reconcitiation of figures of vested land 
mainthned in the Land R~farms Circle and 
the Settlement Camp·s, 

(15) Proper trerctment of the lands declared unfit 
for cultiva~ion. 

.(16) Mainte>\~r:~e of relevant records and papers· 
regarding ~.Jsses~;ion under section l 0(2) of the 
Estates Acquisition Act. 

I 
3. t. The items indicated from serials 8 t') 15 above 

_ are of utmost importarc~ and should be spc :ially dealt 
with by the Additiona1 District Magistrate during 
inspection. 

3.2 The Junior Land Reforms Officer has to per­
form some statutory duties as Bhagchas Officer, 
Certificate Officer, etc. During inspection the Additional 
District Magistrate h'ill select at random some cases 
already dispos~d of by the Juni9r · Land Reforms 
Officer and examine if the cases have bee:1 properly 
disposed of. It should also be ensured that such 
cases are disposed of within the minim\lm possible 
tiihe. As regards Bhagchas cases, those cases where 
the bargadar lost should be particularly examined. In 

.view of the priority given by the present .Goverr.ment 
for safeguarding the rights and interests of the bargadars 
it is eminently necessary that a new orientation is 
infused' in the outlook of the Junior Land Reforms 
Officers regarding the bha~d as cases. 

3.3 The li5~ of eligible persons drawn up by th::.: 
Juni,-,r Land t~cf0rms Offiaer r,jr distrlbutioa of v:·sted 
hnd accordL1g to the priority fixed by t'1e Bo:, ,·d of 
Revenue shcL.L be very carefuily-cxamined. lt sh·::ntld 
be seen that the list has been drawn up on the basis 
of correct inforn,ation ~vailc:ble eitl~cr rrom records 
or from · Jocal enquiry reports. Addition::cl District 
Magistr.ate should look into the minutes of Block 
Level Land Rdorms Advisory Committees,' compare 
the names of the landless persons recommended for 
vested land by the Committees vis-a-vis the priority 
list and make necessary comments in t:le inspection 

·note. 
~ 

3.4 The discrepancies in the figure of vested land 
supplied by the Settlement Department ai1J as main­
tained in the Circle Offices should be 1ooked into. If 
any discrepancy is found, the reasons leading to such 
discrepancy should Le inVs:stit;ate0. II: shOl'ld ce 
made sure that the list of vested land ·furnished by the 
Settlement Department have been correctly brought 
into record by 1 <1 c- Jwnior Land Reforms Officer and 
that lists whi·:·!, <~ ,; !.'ur!Jished ty the Settlement Depa;t­
ment from titv.: to tirr:c arc duly accounted for. 

On the date of inspection an officer of the Settlement 
organisation not belo\Y the rank of S.R.O. II may 
be invited to attend the Land Reforms Circle Office to 
reconcile any discrepancy. · 

3.5. It is eminently necessary that proper- r.ocord 
of the ·vested plots which are hit by injuhctions/civil 
rules .are , kept in Register VIII. During inspection 
the Additional District Magistrate should check up 
the entries i.n Register VIII with reference to papers 
available in the Circle Office. It has to be ensur~d 
that the Junior Land Reforms Officer has proper liaison 
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with the Additional District Magistrate to keep his 
papers relating to civil suits and civil rules up-to-date. 

3.6. In a large number of cases land vested by the 
Settlement Department as agricultural land could not 
be settled as such as those were reported to be unfit 
as agriculture by the Junior , Land Reforms Officer. 
The Additional District Magistrate will select some of 
such plots at random aHd und~rtake field inspection 
to satisfy himself that the classification of SUch lands 
has been correctly determined by the Junior Land 
Reforms Officer. 1 , 

4.1. Local visit will constitute an important aspect 
· of Additional District Magistrate's inspection of the 

Circle Office. It is needless to mention, that the quality 
of work done in Circle Offices largely depends on the 
reports on field enquires conducted by the functionaries 
attached to the· Circle Offices. Important decisions on 
various types of cases such as Bhagchas cases, muta­
tion cases, etc., are taken on the basis of local enquiry. 
It is, therefore, necessat;y that such enquiries are con­
ducted by the functionaries properly and without any 
bias. In course of his inspection the Additional 
District Magistrate will undertake as many local en­
quiries as possible to verify the correctness of the 
reports submitted by the functionaries .of the Circle 
Offices. 

4.2. The Settlement Charge Officers and Camp 
Officers concerned will accompany the Additional 
District Magistrate in his field visit to arrive at an 
agreed decision on classification of vested and khas 
lands. 

4.3. During field inspection Additional District 
Magistrate may check up a few cases of brick fields, 
etc., to find out whether the owners are paying licence 
fee, royalty, etc., as required under the law. He may 
also check up a- few jalkars, if there be any, to find out 
if they are being utilised properly by genuine fisher­
men. The Additional District Magistrate and other 
Inspection Officers during their field inspection should 
meet some allottees of the vested land and find out the ... 
manner of utilisation of the land and problems thereof. 

5. The Tahsildars have their own sets· of records 
and papers for their day-to-day work. The Additional 
District Magistrate will make it a· point to meet the 
Tahsildars, specially those posted in the remote corner 
of the Cirele jurisdiction and check up their papers 
to see that those are maintained correctly and up-to­
date. If possible Additional District Magistrate may 
also hold meetings of all Ti!-hsildars at the Circle Office 
on the day of inspection to enable the Additional Dis­
trict Magistrate to have first-hand knowledge about 
the revenue matters in the rural areas of the district. 

6. Each Circle Office will maintain an Inspection 
Book in the s:tme format of Register 26. The Addi­
tional District Magistrate will record in the Inspection , 
Book a detailed note of his inspection. Details of·· 
mistakes found during inspection, suggestions given 
to the Junior Land Reforms Officer for improvement 
ofwork, etc., should be clearly recorded in the Inspec­
tion Book. This will facilitate subsequent follow-up.' 
A copy of the inspection note should be sent to the 
Board of Revenue as also to the Commissioner\ of the 
Division. ' 
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e 

7. It is emphasised that rp.ere discussions with th 
fundtionaries of the Circle Offices regarding progress 
of work is not enough. The inspection should not be 
mechanically statistics-oriented. It should aim at 
assessing the personal performance of each functionary 
of the Circle Office as also to improve the quality ~.nd 
outtm;n. of wotk. 

8 .. Detailed inspection of a, Circle. Office as outlined 
above will be almost a day's work. The Additional 
District Magistrate should, thetr.efore, undertake night 
halts, specially in the interior regions of his district, 
so that he can make available to himself the maximum 

· amount of time for inspection work and also for under­
taking local.enquiries as indicated abave. 

9. Separate instructions shotJld be issued by the 
Collectors to all the Subdivisional Officers and the 
Subdivisional Land Reforms Officers giving, clear and 
detailed guideline and also fixing the minimum number 
of inspection they will have to undertake .in a month. 
A copy of the instructions should be -sent to the Board 
of Revenue as also to the Commissioner of the Division 
for further follow-up action. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary. 

Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 12341/1(53}-G.E. 

Copy forwar~ed to the- \ 
{1) Commissioner, .... ; . : . .... Division ..........• 

(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys,. West 
Bengal, 

(3) Subdivisional Officer, ...... · ...... , 

for information. 

() 

. J. R. SA.HA, ~ 
Secretary, 

Board of Rev~nue,/West Bengal. 

Calcutta, " 
The-6th July 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF \VEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A(O, G.E. Branch· 

No. 13471(16)-G.E./409/78, dated Calcutta, the 21st 
July 1978 

To-
(1) The Director of LanCl Records· and Surveys, 

West Bengal, · 
' 

(2) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, ....... . 

Subject : Determination of irrigated areas i~ connection 
) with fixation of ceiling area and reassessn1en ( 

of revenue under the pro risions of West 
Bengal Land Reforms Act. 

In ord'er (i) to determine the area of a,gricultural land 
that a raiyat can retain under section 14M of the West 
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Bengal Land Reforms Act, (ii) to determine the ques­
tion of exemption from land revenue and (iii) to re­
assess revenue under section 23B ibid the important 
point for consideration is whether the land is situated 
within an irrig~ted ~rea or non-irrigated area. 

2. · Clause (d) of section 14K !'bid defines the iJ;:ri­
gated area. ' Clause (b) of ~xplanation to section 
23B(l) lays down that the expression "irrigated at;ea" 
shall have the same meaning as in clause (d)of section 
14K. 

3. · Section 14N(l) lays down that if 1my question 
. arises as to whether any land is or is not within an 

irrigated area, such question shall ·be determined by 
the prescribed authority in such manner as may be 
prescribed. Now in determining wh'ether any land 
is or .is not situated within an irrigated area, the pres­
cribed authority shall stick to the definition of irrigated 
area given in section 14K(d). In other words what 
he has to decide after enquiry in terms of rule 14B(2) 
{)f the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules is whether 
{)r not the land falls within the irrigated area specified 
as such by Government notification irrespective of the 
fact whether the land has or has not got irrigation 
water in a particular year or in the year under enquiry. 

4. As regards exemption from revenue or reassess­
ment of revenue under section 23B also, the Revenue 
Office!( will follow the same principle in ascertaining 
the question whether the land is situated in an irrigated 
area or not as envisaged above~ If, ho\\ ever, the 
Collector is satisfied that a~y land within an irrigated 
area as determined by t.he Revenue O~cer applying 
the above principle, has not r~ceived irrigation or crops 
have been damaged by excess water during any parti­
cular year, he may by order direct assessment of land 
revenue for that _vear only to be made as if the land is 

·included in a non-irrigated area [vide proviso to clause 
(b) of section 23B(l)]. 

' . 
5. In view of the above, the instructions contained 

in paragraph 4 of Board's Memo. No. 595(15)-G.E., 
dated 12th January 1973 and Memo. No. 22661(17)­
G.E; dated 31st December 1976, stand thodified. 

6. All concerned may please be instructed 
accordingly . 

J. R. sAHA,' 
·Secretary. 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 13471/1(~22)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land 
and Land Revenue Department, 

(2) Commissioner, -----Division----, 

(3) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Reforms),----~--,-

(4) Subdivisional Officer,-----------
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(5) 'Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, 1 

(6) Chief · Engineer, Agriculture Engineering 
Directorate,' Government of West Bengal, 

(7) Engi~eer~in-charge and Ex-officio · Secretary, 
Irngatton and Waterways Department, 

for information. 

Calcutta, 
The 21st July 1978. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary. 

Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF -WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

~ection A (1), G. E. Branch 

No. 15887-G.E./698/78, dated Calcutta, the 4th 
Septern.ber 1978 

To-The Director of .Land Records and Surveys, 
, West Bengal. 

Subject : Exercise of discretionary power by the 
Revenue ·Officer to keep the incidence of vesting · 
of-part pjots to the minimum. · 

It has come to the Q.Otice of the Board that difficulties 
·are being experienced in distributing lands which have 
vested as part plots. The areas of such part plots 
are mostly very small; besides, these are not demarcated 
in the field. As a result, prospective allottees do not 
show any interest in taking settlement of these lands 
due to uncertainty of profitable 1utilisation thereof. 

i T4ere was no provision in the West· Bengal 
Estates Acquisition Act to prevepf the intermediaries 
fron: olferi~g. undemarcate.d portions of plots · for 
vestmg. Tlus had resulted m vesting of quite a large 
pumber 9f part plots, distribution or otherwise utilisation 
of which by Government' has posed a problem. 

·Necessary provisions have, however, been made in the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Act to keep the incidence 
of vesting of part plots to the minimum. 

3. Proviso to sub-:-section (3) of section 14T of the 
West . Bengal Land Reforms Act envisages that a 
Revenue Officer while disposing of return submitted 
under sub-section (1) or (2) of the said section may,~ 
at his discretion, disregard the choice exercised by 
the raiyat where portions -of more than one plot are 
offered · for v~~ting. Holdings of raiyats very often 
comprise of part plots which are entered in the settle­
ment recor.ds.;of-rights as portions of the areas of the 
entire plots. The raiyats in such cases will have a 
tendency to offer such part plots for vesting; 

4. All the Revenue Officers acting under sub-section 
(3) of section 14T of West Bengal Land Reforms Act 
should, therefore, be advised to exercise their discretion 
very carefully so that more than onh partplot of a 
raiyat does not vest. In course of disposal of the 
returns for determination of the extent of land which 
should· vest under section 14S, the Revenue Officer 
sould make a careful assessment of the total area Of 
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land held by the raiyat, the area opted for retention 
and the area offered for vesting and determine the 
extent of land liable to vest in the State in such a way 
that a raiyat is allowed to offer for vesting not more 
than one part plot. · 

5. It is emphasised that the intention behind insertion 
of this proviso should be carefully explained to all 
the Revenue Officers concerned and they should be 
asked to exercise the discretion enjoined in the proviso 
strictly in accordance with such legislative intention. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secr~tary. 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 15887/1(29)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Commissioner, -----Division, ---­

(2) Settlement Officer, 

(3) Addition:1l District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
·Reforms), 

for inforn::ation and necessary ~id;cn. 

Calcutta, 

, /,. i< ... CiiAK~ . .riCRTI, 
8peeiul Officer {!lid Ex-o.ffido Secretary,. 

!Joard of ReVi';:Ul', West Bengal. · 

the 4th September 1978. 

• GOVERNMENT OF WEST BE~GAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A (I), G. E. Br:mch 

16602-G.E./4">1/78, dated Cakutta, the 16th 
September 1978 

To-The Additional Dit;trict l\Iagistrail: (Land Reforms), 
Nr,dia. 

Subject : Authority of allottees of vested lands far 
cutting dmm trees stand on land allotted to tliem 
on raiyati hasi;s. 

~Reference : His ;v1emo. No. 4409-L.R., dated 25th 
...r May 1978. 

\ 
The undersigned is directed to inform him that there 

is nothing in law which requires an allottee of vested 
land to obtain permission for felling- of isolated trees. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 16602/1(20)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Additional Dist~ict Magistrate (Land Reform~). 

(2) Additional Deputy Commissioner (Lar.di 
Reforms, 

· (3) Commissioner, -----Division,----­

for information. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Rev~nue, West Bengal. 
Calcutta, . 

The 16th September 1978. 

LAND REfORMS 6i79 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office oftbe Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section.A(I), G.E. Branch 

·No. 87i4(18)~G.E., dated Calcutta, th; 13th July 1979 

To-The AJditional District ~.tfagistrate/The Additional 
Deputy Commitsioner (Land Reforms), .......... . 

Subject : Determination 1 o( /w;d, reverue unda r!ie 
mnended sectic1 '13B of th..:· West Beng:.) 
Land Rc[orms Act. 

1. It f_:.:s ccine to th~ noli.ce cf t!:c; f_:!oarcf tbtl.t in 
soJ~ie arec; dete~·:·1ination of r~;venue payable. by tlie 
raiyats and re. : •tion thereof are not being made 
strictly accordint; to the provisions of section 23B of 
thr.:: Land f~eform. Act as it stands after the amendment 
in 1977. A copy of the amended section Jis enclosed. 

I 

The salient features of the section are <lS follow:. : II 

. .,, 

(a) With eff~ct from t];.~ ht of Baisakh 1385 

(b) 

BL the b:,!diP~ of a ,raiyat on family. basis not 
exceeding 1.61 l hectares (fo'.n· 8-crc,) in irrigated I 
area or 2:-i-28 l;cctares (six acres) i:1 <v:o;.irrigated 
area shall be exempted from payr~>' ;,: of land 
revenue. 

Where the land of a raivat ic cituated in both 
irrigated and non-irrigated ;, s, one hectare 
lm~J in irrige.tcd ;;.:·ea shou:d : , dc..:rc,: :' t0 be 
equivalent to 1.5 hectares in >I ~r:-iG·igaiedl area 
for t!Je purpose Df determin; , ::; ex eli p! ion as 
above. · 

(c) With effect from the 1st day of Lctisakh 1385 B.S. 
the revenue payabl-~ by a raiyat who would not 
quz:lify for exefnpti:Jn will be at the ,.,:te pre-' 
vailing immediately prior to the lsi day of 
Baisakh 1376 B.S. if the land is situated in' 
non-irrigated area and at 1 t times of such rate 
where the land is si~uated in irrigated area. 

(d) lf the Collector is satisfied that <cny land within 
irrigated area has not re:ci~i~Q i,rigation water 
or the crops. have damaged by excess water 
during any particular year, he may by order 
direct 'that assessment of revenue of such land 
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for t~e year should be as if th~ land is situated 
in a non-irrigated area. 

{e) A raiyat shall not be entitled· to exemption if 
as a result of transfer or partition made after 
the 1st day of Baisakh 1384 B.S. the total area 
of his land is reduced to 1.619 hectares ( four 
acres) in irrigated area or 2.428 hectares (six 
acres) in non-irrigated area or less. 

(f) A raiyat owning four hectares or more of land 
in . one mauza-irrespective of whether such 
land is situated in irrigated or non-irrigated 
area-'-shall be liable to pay, in addition to the 
revenue payable by him, a surcharge at the rate 
of 10 per cent. of the revenue payable by him 
.with effect from the 1st day of Baisakh 1379 B.S. 
'This surcharge would be payable only for four 
hectares or more of land situated in a single 
mauza and not on the total/and of the raiyat. 

2.0. The foltowing example is given to illustrate 
exemption from land revenue, determination of land 
revenue and surcharge thereon :-

'2.1. A raiyat owns on family basis 2.50 acres of 
non-irrigated lands in mauza Rampur. The revenue 

~ payable for these lands before 1376 B.S. was Rs. 12:50. 
The raiyat also owns 11 acres of irrigated lands in 
mauza Shyampur. The revenue payable for these 
lands before 1376 B.S. was Rs. ·82.50. 

Determination of exemption 

2.2. For the purpose of exemption 11.00 acres--of 
irrigated land will be equivalent to (11.00 x I i) -16.50 
acres of pan-irrigated land~ Therefore, the total 
non-irrigated land comes to (2.50+ 16.50) -19.00 acres. 
A~ this exceeds the ceiling limit of six acres of non­
irrigated land, the raiyat will not get anyexemption. 

2.3. The revenue payable by the raiyat for 2·.50 
acres · of non-irrigated land will remain unchanged. 
The revenue payable for 11.00 acres of. irrigated land 
will be (Rs. 82.50x 1!)-Rs. 143.75. Therefore, the 
total revenue payable by the raiyat with effect from 1st 
Baisakh · 1385 B.S. will be (Rs. 12.50 + 143.75)=Rs. 
156+5. 

' 
"'V Determination of sur.dlarge 

2.4. The raiyat holds 11.00 acres of land in a single 
mauza Shyampur. As this is more than the limit of 
four hectares, the raiyat is liable to pay surcharge. 
The surcharge payable with effect from 1st Baisakh 
1385 B.S. will be 10 per cent. of Rs. 143.75 • Rs. 14.37. 

2.5. The surcharge payable for the period from 1379 
;B.S. to 1384 B.S. will be 10 per cent. of the revenue 
payable in that period. 11.00 acres of lAnds in mauza 

· Shyampur being irrigated, the revenue payable for 
the labds in the period was (Rs. 82.50x.3)=Rs. 247.50. 
So the ~urcharge payable per year for that period 
would be 10 per cent. of Rs. 247.50=Rs. 24.75. 

3. It should be remembered that all raiyats, whether 
exemptees or non-exemptees, are liable to pay cesses 
for their holdings. 

4. Particl,llar care should be taken to see that non· 
agricultural lands forming part of the holdings of 
raiyats are not taken into account in determining 

.~ 
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exemption, revenue payable and surcharge. In the 
areas where revisional settlement undit section 51 of 
the Land Reforms· Act has ·been taken up, the non­
agricultural lands comprised in the agricultural holdings 
of raiyats have already been split up and recorded in 
separate Khatians. In other areas, however, the 
non-agricultural lands still continue to be included 
in the agricultural· holdings. Therefore, particular 

. care ·should be taken to see that the non-agricultural 
lands are properly segregated, revenue thereof calculated 
pro rata on the basis of area,. Such non-agricultural 
lands should be. kept outside the purview of section 23B. 

5. It is requested that the instructions above are 
clearly explained to all the field level officers, particularly 
to the 'Tahsildars so that revenue and surcharge, etc., 
payable ·Under the amended section 9f 23B are properly 
determined and collected. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

' 
Memo. No. 8724/1(396)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(i) Cominissioner, ............... Division, ............... , 
(ti) Director of Land Reforms and Surveys, West 

Bengal, 
(iii) Collector/Deputy Co.Qlmissioner, .................. ~ 
(iv) Settlement Officer, .................................... .. 

(wit),l extra copies for Charge Officers and' · 
S.R.O.s-11), 

(v) Subdivisional Officer, .............................. . 
(with extra copies for Subdivisional Land' 
Reforms Officers and Junior Land Reforms­
Officers and Extension Officers of Panchayat 

· Satnitis), · 
(vi) Panchayat Department, 

(vii) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue' Department, 

for information. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
. Special Officer and Ex-officio 
· Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
The 13th Ju,ly 1979, 

The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 
I 

Section 23B as amended in 1977 
• 

23B. (1) Notwithstanding an~hing contained in 
this Chapter,-

(a) Where on an application made by a raiyat or 
· otherwise, the Revenue Officer makes an 

order that the ~otal area of land held by a 
raiyat within his holding or holdings does 
not exceed 1.619 hectares in irrigated area or 
2.428 hectares in non-irrigated area, the Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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raiyat shall be exempted from paying· revenue 
in resP.Ict of his holding or holdings with effect 
from the 1st day of Baisakh 1385 B.S. : ( . 

Provided that such exmption shall ,not affect the 
liability of the raiyat to pay any ct(ss imposed· 
on him under 'the Cess Act, 1880, or the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930, 
or any other law for the time being in force 
on the basis of the present revenue of h.is 
h'olding or holdings : 

Provided further that a raiyat shall not be entitled to 
exemption from paying revenue under this 
section if as a result of transfer or partition 
made after· the 1st day of Baisakh 1384 B.S., 
the total area of his land ·is reduced to 1.619 
hectares in irrigated area or 2.428 'hectares 
in non-irrigated area C?r less. 

Explanation-Th~expression "land held by a raiyat 
within his belding or holdings" shall mean 
where there are mere th::!.n one raiyat in a 
family, the aggregate area of lands held .by 
all such raiyats ; ' 

(aa) Where the land held by a raiyat within his 
holding or holdings is situated in both irrigated 
and non-irrigated areas, one hectare of land 
in irrigated area shall, for the purpose of 
clause (a), be deemed to be equivalent to 
1.5 hectares in non.irrigated area ; • 
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(b) Subject to the provisions contained in clausen 
(a) and (aa), the revenue payable by a raiyat ih 
respect of his holding or holdings. shall, wit., 
effect from the 1st day of Baisakh 1385 B.Se 
be at the rate of the present revenue if ths 
land included in the holding or holdings i , 
situated in 'a non-irrigated area and at ones 
and half times of such rate if such land i 
situated in an irrigated area : 

Provided that if the eollec.tor is satisfied that any 
1and within an irrigated area has not received 
irrigation water or the crops have been 

· damaged by excess water during any· particular 
year, he may, by order, direc~ assessment of 
land revenue of such land for that year to be. 
made as if the land is included in a non­
irriga!ed area ; 

(c) If the total area of land held by a raiyat in 
respect of his holding or holdings is four 
hectares or mo~ in one mauza, he shall,,with 
effect from the first day of Baisakh 1379 B.S., 
pay, in addition to the revenue payable by 
him for such land, a surcharge at the rate of' 
ten p;!r cent. of such revenue ;. 

{d) If any amount already paiJ by a raiyat is in 
... excess of the revenue payable by him under 

this section, the same shall be ;refunded to 
' him, but if there is any· deficiency in such 

payment th~ same shall be recovered from him 
as an arrear of revenue under the Bengal 
Public D;!mands Re~overy Act, 1913, without 
any claim for interest being made upon the 
same. 

r• 

Explanatio11;.-For the purpose of this section,-. ' 

(a) · the term "family" ip relation to a raiyat shall 
be deemed to consist of himself, his wife, minor 
sons and unmarried daughters, if any ; " 

(b) the expression "irrigated ar~a" shall h~ve the 
same meaning as in clause (d) of section 14K ; 
and 

(c) the expression "~resent revenue" in relation to 
any holding Dleans the amount of revenue 
payable by a raiyat in respect of such holding 
immediately ' before the commencement of 
the West Bengal Limd Reforms (Second 
Amendment) .Act, 1969. 

(2) Any person aggrieved by . an order made by the 
Revenue Officer under clause (a) of sub-section (1), may 
prefer an appeal to such authority as the State Govern­
~ent may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
specify within thirty days from the date of such order 
or within such further ~ime as such authority may, ~ 
on sufficient cause being shown, allow. 

- {3) The order made by the appellate authority under ~ 
sub-sectio.n (2) shall be final. · 

~~~~~ 

~~.9ff~ 

~~ 11q~s (~11) ~ ~. ~~~ ~ ~~q~ 

~9Kf tlSf~l ~r · (~~-~~~rn) 

f<pm: 9ffiD~ ~~-~~~if ~~~if ~~Ml~ ~~fq 
~r~t ~"!.~ ~~-~tiSf~ fil'~rn;r 

~~~ t<li~ ·1SfllrS'ft~ 9ff~!Jf ~~-~~ll>Bf 
(~~tl'IT~) ~. ~~qq 1iBfT ~~tl'IT~ ~\!)fq J:ffilt 
~~ttif ~ ~~ 8:ffi:rQ£'1<f<rS ~· !<~'~'~ 
;:n,"" .sl~ ~ ~, ~~~ ~~;r <!>'~ ~I 
~~txrtf~ ~\!lf<f ~ ·.s~<rS$ ~'ffio;r ~m<rxr '<!Sift ~ 1 
~~ ~- ~~ t<rfiirrsr$j"Sfq( ·~ : 

(<!>') . ;sfr~if 9ffu<rrn~~ iSff~ o;rfumi;f ~o-~~ 
.s~m:qrm ~·~~!\> ~[;if (tmf .sl'<liif) <rT ~D­
C5ff<f~ .sJm<l>i~ ~: B~b' Cl<'<!S~ (~~ .sJ<Iiif) 
9£~~ ~f<l>t~ ~'.!JJ1a- m~if ~m t<r'rl:ij !(~ 
~ m~ ~ ~~-~~ fqc~ ~<r o:n 1 

(~) c~r5'r<~S;r m~~<$1' cJ~o-~f<r~ .sJ<r~ ~c5ftH5ff<f~ , 
~~~ .sJ;;t'<li~~ ISffi:l' ~f~~~. ~fet1~ C'lfit!Y 
~~<$~' ~rw 8~tif;r <lifu<l'tif ~Sroir ~~B-c5f~ 
.sJm~$1'~ · .sJ<rS c!(:~l'f lSi~ ~C'5fo.:.C5ff<f~ 
. .sJ.~Bf ~·a-o ~~ 'Sf~ ~~~~·u <r~~t 
S'f!;f}' <rofuw '!(~C<r I 

(S'f) ~~~ ~ ~\1 9ft~·1 ~t ~~TCI1if ~~ 
~\!ltta- ~rc~~ v~t t<r~~ ~~ tvfii ~m 
'!(~-: Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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CHAPTER II 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAl. .. 
Office of the Board of Revenue,, West Bengal 

No. 893-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 24th January 1978 

In supersession of all previous orders issued in this 
behalf, it has been decided by the Board of Rev.enue 
that until further orders the Land Reforms Advisory 
Committee' at block level as envisaged in sub-rule (3a) 
of rule 20A of the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 
1965, will be as follows : 

(1) Represel1:tatives of the Left Front-members ; 
(2) One representative from each t>f other recog­

nised political parties, viz., Congress, Janata 
and C.P.I.-members; 

(3) Local M.L.A. or his repre~entative-member ; 
(4) One Government nominee-member ; 
( 5) Block Development Officer-member.; . 
(6) Junior Land Reforms Officer-member-convener, 
(7) An officer of the Food Department-member ; 

and 
(8) A representative of the Directorrate of Land 

Records and Surveys-member. 
2. The Committee will select its own Chairman 

for each sitting. 

S. K. MUKERJEI, 
Member, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Memo No 894(473)-G.E. 
Copy forV{arded to the..!.. 

~ - . 

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West 
Bengal, ... 

(2) Commissioners of Divisions, 
(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 

Bengal, 
( 4) District Officers, . . . . 
(5) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and 

Reforms and Land and Land . Revenue 
• Department, 

(6) Additional District Magistrates (Land Revenue), 
(7) SubdivisionaJ Officers, ' 
(8) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officers, 
(9) Junior Land Reforms Officers, 

(10) Private Secretary .to the Minister-in-charge, 
(1.1) Private Secretary to the Chief Minister,

1
.West1 

Bengal, • 
{12) Secretary, Food and Supplies Dep~ment, 

for information. 

J. R. SAHA, 
· Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal• 

Calcutta, 
l'he 24th January 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A, G.E. Branch 

No· 18059-.G.E., dated .Calcutta, the 1st November 
• • 1978 

In supersession of Board's order No. &93-G.E., dated 
24th January 1978, in so far as it relates to the distretts · 
other than Murshidabad and Midnapore, it bas been 
decided by the Board of Revenue that Panchaya~ 
Samiti as constituted under section 94 of the West Bengal 
Panchayat Act, 1973, shall function with immediate 
effect as the Land Reforms Advisory Committee at 
block level as envisaged in sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of 
the West Bengal Land·Reforms Rules, 1965. 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms Commissioner 

and Additional Member, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Memo. No. 18060(496)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West 
Bengal, 

(2) Commissioner, .......... : .... Division, •. : ........... . 
(3) Director' ot Land Records and Surveys, Wes 

Bengal, · '-
(4) District Officer, ........................ , 
'(5) DeputlSecretary,Land Utilisation and Reforms 

. and Land and Land Revenue Departmen, 
(6) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms), 
(7) Settlement Officer, ..................... , 
(8) Charge Officer, ........................ ,· 
(9) Subdivisional Officer, · 

(IO) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, 
(11) Junior Land Reforms Officer, 
(12) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge, 
(13) Private Secretary, to the Chief Minister, West 

Bengal, 
(14) Secretary, Food and Supplies Department, 
(15) Secretary, Panchayat Department, 

for information·. 

I . . 
Calcutta, 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The 3rd November 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A (1), G. E. Branch 

No. · 333-G.K/842/78, · dated Calcutta, the lOth 
January 1979. 

In supersession of the Board's order Nos. 18059-G.E.' 
dated 1st November 1978 and 18471-G.E., dated 11th 
November 1978, the Board of Revenue, in view of the. 
Pachayat Department notification No. 25352-AZ,P 
dated 8th November 1978, is pleased to Pay down that-

(a) Panchayat Samitis as constitutetl under sec­
tion 94 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act. 
1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973), are to 
perform the functions of the Land Reforms 
Advisory Committees at block level as 
envisaged in sub:-rule (3a) of n,Jle 20A of the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 1965; 
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(b) The Land Reforms Advisory -Committees at 
block level as constituted under Board's 
order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th January 1978, 
shall,. ~owever, continue to function in the · 
following areas :-

(i) where provisions of the West Bengal Panchayat 
Act, 1973, do not apply, and 

(ii) where Panchayat Samitis have not yet been 
duly constituted due to any reason whatso-
ever; 

I 

(c) in areas specified in sub-clause (ii) of clause (b), 
the Panch~yat Samitis as and when duly 
constituted, shall function as the Land Reforms 
Advisory Committees at block level and 
thereupon the Land Reform~ Advisory 
Comnuttees at block ievel constituted under 
Board's order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th 
January 1978, shall stand superseded in 
respect of such areas. 

D. BANDYOPADHYA Y, 
Land Reforms Commissioner and Additwna/ M(!mber 

Board uf Rt!venue, fVest Bengal. 

Memo. No. 334 (185)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West 
Bengal, 

(2) Secretary, Panchayat Department, , 
(3) Secretary, Food and Supplies Department, 
(4) Commissioner, . Division,---, 
(5) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West· 

Bengal, . 
(6) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,' 

o o 0 0 o 0 o o o o o o o o I., 

(7) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and Re­
forms and Land and Land Revenue Depart,ment, 

(8) Additional District Magistrate (Land Revenue)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Revenue) ............ (sufficient spare copies 
enclosed for distribution ampngst the Junior 
Land Reforms Offtcers, 

(9) Settlement Officer, ............. : . . , 
(1 0) SettlemeQ.t Charge Officer,., .......... . 
(11) Subdivisional Officer, .................... , 
(12) · Private Secretary to Chief Minister, West 

Bengal, 
(13) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge, 

Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue Department, 

(14) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge, 
Panchayat Department, 

(15) District Land Reforms Officer, ........... . 
(16) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, ....... . , 

for informa,tion. 

Calcutta. 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue; West Bengal 

The lOth January 1979· 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office"of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A'(I), G. E. Branch 

No. 1726(15)-G.E./842/78, dated Calcutta, the 14th 
February 1979 

To-The. District Mag_istrate/Deputy Commissioner,. 

A reference is invited to notification No. 25352-A & 
P, dated the 8th November 1978, issued by the Depart­
ment of Panchayat, Government of West Bengal and 
Board's order No. 333-G.E., dated the 9th January 
1979, laying down that the Panchayat Samitis as <!onsti­
tuted under section '94 of the West Bengal Panchayat 
A'-t, 197'J, ~I:ta.H peifVtill l:l.1c. i\.iiu:.tluu:) of tltt: Lai:u.l 
Reforms Advisory Committees at the block level as 
envisaged in sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of the West 
Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 1965. Steps are being 
taken by the Panch!lyat Department to constitute 
"Unnayan, Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee 
Samitis" to look after.matters relating to land. · 

The question how the Panchayat Samitis can now 
· effectiVely function as Block Level Land Reforms 
Advisory Committees was refer:red ~o the Panchayat 
Department. Their views in this regard are reproduced 
below for necessary action from his end. 

The Panchayat Department have already issued a 
circular advising all the Zilla Parishads and Panchayat 
Samitis of the State to adopt resolutions expressing 
their desire to have an additional Sthayee Samiti 
namely, Unnayan, /Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sa.nska; 
Sthayee Samiti in their Parishads. About 50 per cent. 
of the Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samitis have 
already expressed such desire. Steps are now being 
taken by the Panchayat Department to accord approval 
of the State Government in the matter and direct the 
Parishads to constitute the Sthayee Samiti after necessary 
election. The Panchayat Samitis tJy a Govetnme~t 
order have been asked to function as the Block Level 
Land Reforms Advisory Committee. Till the Unnayan, 
Parikalpana 0 Bl\umi Sanskar Sthayee Samiti is formally 
constituted the whole Panchayat Samiti or any sub­
committee appointed, for the purpose, by the Panchayat 
Samiti in a m~etmg may without any legal difficulty, 
functi9n as the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory 
Comm1ttee of Dubrajpur Panchayat Samiti had been 
constituted in a meeting of Panchayat Samiti. In 
that case, the Comm,itiee will have no difficulty to 
function. 

A. k. CHAKRABOR TI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
·' 

Memo· No. 1726/1(165)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the 

(1) Chief Secretary, Government of West 
Bengal, 

(2) Secretary, Panchayat Department, 
(3) Commissioner ........ : .... Division, ... ,.. ........... . 

. (';1:) SecretaJY, Food and Supplies Department, Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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(5) Director of Land Records and Surveys," West 
Bengal, . , 

(6) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and Reforms 
and Land and Land Revenue Department, 

(7) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Reforms),.................. · 

(sufficient spare copies enclosed for distribution 
. among the Junior Land Reforms Officers), 

(8) Settlement Officer, ................ , 
(9) Settlement Charge Officer, ................. , 

\ 
'22 

(10) Subdivisional Officer, ................ , 
(11) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, .......... , 1 

(12) Private Secretary to Chief Mini~ter, West 
Bengal, · 

(13) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge, 
Land and Land Revenue Department,· 

(14) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge, 
Panchayat Department, · 

(15) District Land Reforms Officer, ............ , 

for information. 

Calcutta, 

J. L. BASU 
Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 

The 14th February 1979. 

GOVERNMENT ·oF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section 'A', G.E. Branch 

No. 16050-G.L, dated Calcutta, the 7th December 197-9 
' . \ 

In supersession: of Board's No. 333-G.E./842/78, 
dated lOth January 1979, the Board of Revenue is 
pleased to lay down that-

(a) The "Unnayan, Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sanskar 
Sthayee Samiti" of the Panchayat Samiti as 
and when constituted under clause (vii) of 
sub-section (1) of section 124 of the West 
Bengal Panohayat Act, 1973 (West Bengal 
Act XLI of 1973), is to perform the functions 
of the Land Reforms Advisory Committee 
at block level as envisaged in sub-rule (3a) 
of rule 20A of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Rules, 1965. ' · 

(b) The Panchayat Samiti will continue to function 
as the Land Reforms Advi~ory Committee 
at the block level where the "Unnayan, 
Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sanskar Stllayee 
Samiti" has not yet been constituted till 
constitution of StfCh Sthayee Samiti. 

(c) The Land Reforms Advisory Committee at 
block level as constituted under Board's 
order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th January 
1978, shall continue to fu,lction in the areas 
where Panchayat Samitis have not yet 
been constituted rill constitution of Panchayat 
Samitis. _ 

(d) The Land Reforms Advisory Committee at· 
block levd as constituted under Board's 

.. 

order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th January 
1978, shall also continue to function in the 
areas where provisions of the West Bengal 
Panchayat Act, 1973, do not apply. · 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms . Commissioner and 

Additional Members, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

\ 
Memo. No. 16051 (185)~G.E. 

Copy forwa~ded to the-

/ 

. 
(1) Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal, , 

(2) Secretary, Panchayat Department, 

(3) Se~relary, Food and Supplies Departrnent, 

(4) Commissioner, ----Division, ---- C 

(5) Director of. Land Records and Surveys, W es 
. Bengal, 

· (6) District .Magistrate/Deputy CommissioQ.er,-­

(7) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and Reforms 
· and Land and Land Revenue Department, 

(8) Additio~al District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Reforms),-- · 
(with sufficient spare copies enclosed for 
distribution amongst the Junior Land 
Reforms Officers), 

• (9) Settlement Officer; -----------· - " 

.(10) Settlement Charge Officer,---./-----

(11) Subdivisional Officer, ---

"'(12) Private Secretary to Chief Minister, Government 
. of West Beng.al, . . . · 

(13) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge, 
Land and Land Revenue Department, 

(14) District Land Reforms Officer,------

(15) Subdivisiona:l Land Reforms Officer,----­

for information with reference to Board's Memo. 
No. 334 (185)-G.E., dated lOth January 1979. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
The lOth December. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BE!'JGAL 

0 ffice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section 'A', G. E. Branch 

No. 4827-G.E./378/76, dated Calcutta, the 16th April 
1977, I 

To-The Additional District Magistrate (Land Revenue), 
Murshidabad. 

~ubject : Annulment of settlement of vested land 
consequent upon divesting of such land. 

• Reference : His Memo No. 1007-L.R./En., dated 9th 
February I 977. 

The i~sue relates to cancellation of setilement in 
cases where vested · lands given in raiyati settlement 

. .are subsequently found to have been vested irregularly 
and cbnsequently divested. 1 

2. The legal position, which has been endorsed by 
the law officers of Government, is discussed below : 

As a result of divesting it ensues that Government had 
no right to give the land in settlement and in 
consequence the settlement, if made, is void 
ab-initio. · 

The Collector in such a case shall send an intimation 
to the allottee and others concerned about the 
fact of divesting of the land, take back the 
Patta and cancel it. 

3. In this context it is enjoined that before can­
cellation of the Patta the affected eligible allottee must 
be given an alternative piece of land, more or less of 
the same quantum, and Patta for the freshly allotted 
land be handed over simultaneously with the can-. 
cell~tion of the impounded one. ' 

4. This has reference to the instructions issued 
UJlder Board's Memo. No. 1910/1(17)-G.E., dated 
9th February 1977. 

J. R. SARA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 4827/1(16)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the Additional District Magistrate 
(Land Revenue)/Additional Dep~ty Commissioner 
(Land Revenue), ................ , for information 
and guidance. 

Calcutta, 
The 16th April 1977. 

J. R. SARA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 4827/2(3)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner, ......... . 
Division, .......... , for information in continuation 
of Board's 'Memo. No. 1910/2(3)-G.E., dated 9th 
February 1977. 

Calcutta, 
The 16th April1977. 

J. R. SARA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(I), G. E. Branch 

No. 13693(15)-G.E./549/78, dated Calcutta, the 26th 
July 1978. 

To-The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, . 
• • • • .. • • • ·: ••• ,} ••••••• 0 ••••••• 

' Subject : Review of cases of irregular distribution 
· of vested laizds 

In the Board of Revenue circular No. 1403(15)-G.E., 
dated 3rd February 1978, District Officers were requested 
to cause thorough enquiries into all cases of irregular 
distrioution of vested land. It was enjoined that all 
previous distribution cases with necessary particulars 
should be displayed in the notice boards of Jvnior 
Land Refo1111s Officer's office for a period of 15 days 
for public inspection and scrutiny. It has been r~ported 
that in many cases aggrieved persons did not get .adequate 
time to scrutinise the list and file objections. It is 
now decided that the list so prepared should be hung 
up again in the offi-.;e vf G1e Junior Lauu .Reiorms. 
Officers for pub~ic inspection up to 31st August 1978. 
Objections are also to be filed within that time. 

2. It has also been reported that objections received 
earlier have not been disposed of. Attempt should 
be made to dispose of pending objection cases by 
31st of August 1978 and the fresh cases to be filled 
within 60 days of their filling objections received up to 
31st August 1978 should be disposed of positively by 
15th of November 1978. 

~. There are cases of dispute on vested land where 
Patta has been issued to one person while some other 
person is in actual possession. These cases have to be 
sorted out with utmost speed to enable the really 
eligible person to cultivate the plot. 

4. There might be cases where proceedings for 
annulment of Patta had been started, but could not be 
completed before the cultivation season. It is time 
that these cases are promptly disposed of and sources 
of friction eliminated. 

5. All concerned may please be instructed 
accordingly. 
~· . 

' @ufficient spare copies are enclosed for distribution 
among the Junior L~nd Reforms Officers). 

A. K. CRAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 13693/1(72)-G.E. 

_ 'Copy forwarded for information and necessary action 
to the-

(1) Commissio'ner ............. , , Division,. . .. . 
(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 

Bengal, . 
(3) Additional District Magistrate/ Additional 

Deputy Commissioner, .................... , 
( 4) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, ........ , 
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(5) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue Department .. 

C~Icutta, 

i A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The 26th July 1978 

LAND REFORMS 5/79 

GOVERNl\-IENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(I), G. E. Branch 

No. 7999(19)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 27th June 1979 

T-o-The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms/ • 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms), 

Subject : Review of cases uf irregular distribution of 
vested lands. . 

In Board of R-evenue circular No. 1403(15)-G.E., 
dated 3rd February 1978, it was envisaged that lists ?f 
all previous distribution cases should be hung up m 
the notice board in the office of the Junior Land Reforms 
Officer to invite objections aga:inst irregu,lar distribution, 

. if any. In Board's subsequent Memo. No. 13693(15)­
G.E., dated 26th July 1978, it was enjoined that all 
the objection ·cases should be disposed of by tfie 15th 
of November 1978 after due enquiry. 

2. It. has been represented before the Board th~t 
due to the intervening floods objections could not be 
filed ag~inst some cases of irregular. distribution.. .t¥ter 
due consideration it has been dectded that obJections 
against irregular distribution may now be ~ntert11-ined 
only in those cases where the U:n_nayan, Pankalpana 0 
Bhumi Sanskar ~thayee Sam1t1s Qf the Panchayat 
Samitis recommend to the Junior Land Reforms Officer 
by passing a resolution that such cases should be re­
viewed. The resolution should include £ull particulars 
of the distribution cases recommended for_review. 

3. On receipt of such a resolution of the Junior 
Land Reforms Officer will cause enquiry into the cases. 
The Anchal Pradhan or the member(s) concerned of 
the Anchal Panchayat should be associated with the 
enquiry. The result of the enquiry should be placed 
before the Panchayat Samiti/Sub-Committee/Sthayee 
Samiti acting as Block Level L~nd Reforms Advis.ory 
Committee for their recommendation. The cases where 
annulment is recommended should be sent to the Sub­
divisional Officer through the Subdivisional Land 
Reforms Officer for orders of annulment; 

4. Recommendations from the Sthayee Samitis for 
review as indicated in paragraph 3 should be entertained 
up to 31st August and dispose of by 30th September 
1979. . 

All concerned may please be ia.structed accordingly. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex~officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 
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Memo. No. 7999/1(70)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded tp-

(1) Panchayat Department, 
. I 

(2) Commissioner, .......... Division, .... ~ ..... , 

(3) Direct~r of'Land Records and. Surveys, West 
Bengal, 

( 4) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ....•. 

(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, .... · ...... ,. 

(6) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue Department, 

/ 
for information. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, . 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
' . . \ 

0 ffice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A (1), G. E Branch 

No. 1729(18)-G.E./555/75, dated Calcut~a, the .14th 
February 1979 

To-The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms), 

\Subject : Facilities for the {ami lies of servi;e personnel­
settlement of land. 

c 

A question has been raised whether in·the matter of " 
settlement of lands to the service. personnel and their 
families as envisaged in Board's Memo. No. 2247(8)­
G.E., dated 3rJ February 1972, consultation with the 
Block Level Land Reforms Advisory Committees u 
(now ~apchayat Samitis) will be necessary or not. 

It has been decided that the, settlement of lands in 
such cases will be made. by the Additional District 
Magistrates/ Additional Deputy Commissipners (Land 
Reforms) iri consultation with the District Soldiers', 
Sailors' and Airmen's Board and consultation with 
the Panchayat Samitis acting as Block Level Land 
Reforms Advisory Committees will not be necessary, 
as was already enjoined in.Board's Memo. No. 21913(8)­
G.E., dated 18th October 1972. The Panchayat 
Samitis concerned should, however, be kept informed 
of s:uch allotment. as and when made. 

(Sufficient spare copies enclosed for distribution 
wong the Junior Land Reforms Officers.) 

A. K. CHAKRABAR TI, 
· Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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'I 

Memo. No. 1729/1(131)~G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

(1) Commissioner, .......... Division, .......... , 

(2) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ... . 

(3) District Land Reforms Officer, ............... , 

( 4) Subdivisional Officer, ................ , 

(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, .......... , 

for information. 

J. L. BASU, 
,,. ~-'.f"' Assistant Secretary, 
Board of Revenue.~West Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
e The 14th February 1979. 

LAND REFORMS 1/79 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of th~ Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A(l), G. E. Branch 

No. 6225(18)-G.R~/269/79, da.ted Calcutta, the 26th May 
1979 

To-The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms)• 
.................. 

Subject·: · Preparation of lists of eligible persons and 
distribution of vested agricultural lands. 

A reference is invited to garagraphs 2.4 and 2.5 of 
the operational decisions taken in the Work~hop on 
Land ~eforms held on 4th and 5th May 1979. 

2. It was, inter alia, decided therein that district· 
wise time-bound programme should be drawn up for 
distribution of available vested agricultural lands. 

3. It is expected that mauza-wise lisfs of eligible 
persons have already been prepared in many circles. 
Where such lists have not yet been prepared, those 
should be prepared in consultation with the members 
of the Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

4. Lists of eligible p~rsons should be pla-;ed before 
the Block L~vel Land Reforms Advisory Committee 
along with the mauza-wise statement of V:!sted lands 
available for distribution ·for their recommendation 
according to the provisions of section 49 of the West 
B.!ngal Umd Reforms Act read with the priority 
principles and subj.::.::t. to the conditions of distribution 
already fixed by the B::>ard of Revenue. Those are 
reproduced below : 
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A-Priority 

~i) A landless person found to be in uninterrupted 
possession for a minimum period of tqr~ 
sears. 

(ii) Landless agricultural workers who belongs 
to the Scheduled Tribes. 

(iii) Landless agricultural workers who belong 
to the Scheduled Castes. 

(iv)' Landless agricultural workers other than 
the above. 

(v) Landless bargadars who belong to the 
Scheduled Tribes. 

(vi) Landless bargadars whp belong to the 
Scheduled Castes. 

(vii) Landless bargadars other than the above. 

(viii) Landless persons who used to cultivate the 
lands in question as bargadars or 
agricultural workers under the previous 
owners. 

(ix) . Raiyats who belong to the Scheduled Tribes 
and cultivate themselves. 

(x) Raiyats who belong to the Scheduled Castes 
and cultivate themselves. · 

(xi) Raiyats who do not belong to Scheduled . 

(xii) 

(ii) 

Tribes or Scheduled Castes and cultivate 
themselves. 

Ex-service personnel who are eligible under 
section 49 of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Act but are not considered for allotment 
of land from the earmarked quota. 

B-Conditions 

A Raiyat or a bargadar who owns as. a 
raiyat one acre or more of agricultural 
land shall not be ordinarily eligible for 
any further land. 

A person who is n~t a national of India shaH 
not be entitled to any land. 

.·· 5. Should the Committee suggest any modification 
~f the eligibility list such modification may be incorpo­
r~ted in the list provided it is· in accordance with the 
provisions of section 49 of the Land Reforms Act. 

6. On receipt of the recommendations from the 
Block . Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee· 
the Junior Land. Reforms Officer should send ·the 
settlement case records to the Subdivisional Officer 
through the Senior Land Reforms Officer for approval. 

7. On rec~ipt of approval from the Subdivisional 
Officer the Junior Land Reforms Officer should 
proceed to make over physical possession and issue 
Patta to the allottees without loss of time. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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8. Immediate action in the line indicated above 
should be taken so that distribution of available vested 
agricultural land may be made before the next sowing 
season. 

(Sufficient spare copies are enclosed for distribution 
· among the Junior Land Reforms Officers). 
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A. K. ,CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary •. 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 6225/1{127)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-
(1) Secretary, Panchayat Department, 
(2) Commission-er, Division, , 
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Comm_issionei,--

(4) Subdivisional Officer, 
(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, t 
(6) Director of Land Records and Surveys, Wes 

Bengal, 
(7) Settlement Officer, . , 
(8) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 

Land Revenue Department, 
for information. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officib Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
Calcutta, 

The 26th May 1979. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST .BENGAL • Office of the Board of Revenue,~ West!_BengaJ 
Section A, G.JL. Branch 

No. 6681(~4)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 2nd June 1979 

To-

(1) T!Ae Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal. 

(2) The Commissioner, ---Division, --

(3) The Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Reforms),.----------

(4) The:settlement Officer,------­
(5) .The:subdivisional Officer, -----­
(6) The Settlement Charge Officer,-----

, -·~fiili· 
Subject : Constitution of Sthayee Samitis on' Unnayan, 

Parikalpana 0 Bhumi SanskarJ. of Zilla Parishads 
and Panchayat Samitis. 

The undersigned is directed to send herewith copies 
of notifications No. 7682-AZP, dated 19th May 1979 

. and 7683-AZP, dated 19th May 1979, issued .. by the 
PanchayatlDepartment for information· and necessary 
action. · 

The Director of Land Records~ and Sqrveys, West 
Bengal, is requested to kindly,3 instruct Settlement 
officers to immediately nominate an S.R.O. II (or a 
Kanungo,las the case may be) for each "Unnayan, 

Parikalpana '() Bhumi Sanskar ·Sthayee Samiti" o 
Pancyayat Samitis under intimation to the Sabhapati 
Panchayat Samitis concerned. 

. A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer andEx~offir:io Secretary. 

Board of Re'venue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Panchayat and Comm~ity Development (Panchayat) 
. Department • 

No. 7682-AZP, dated Calcutta_, the 19th May 1979-

In exercise of the power conferred by clause (c) of 
sub-section (2) of section 124 of the West Bengal 
Panchr.:·at Act, 1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973), 
the Governor JS pleased hereby ·to appoint the officers 
~f the State Government having jurisdiction ·shown 
m the table below as members of the· Sthayee Samiti 
of a Panchayat Samiti mentioned in that table. 

Table , 
Unnayan, Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sanskar 

Sthayee Samiti 
(1) Block Development Officer. 
·(2) Junior Land Reforms Officer. 
(3) S.R.O. II; where there is no S.R.O. II one of 

the Kanungos of the Settlement Department. 

Matsya 0 Pastipala'n Sthayee Samiti 
(1) Extension Officer (Fisheries). 
(2) Veterinary As,sistant Surgeon. 

By order of the Governor. 
N. R.. HALDAR, 

Join! Secretary to the Government of West Bengal: 

( . 
·· GOVERNMENT OF WEST BEGNAL 

Panchayat and Community Dev~lopment (Panchayat) 
.. Department 

No. 7683-AZP, dated Calcutta, the. 19th May 1979 

In exercise of the power conferred by clause (c) ·~f 
sub-sect~on (2) of sccti~n 171 of the West Bengal 
Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973), 
the Governor ts pleased hereby to appoint the officers 
of the State Government shown in the table .below 
as members of th~ Sthayee Samiti of a Zilla Parishad 
mentioned in tha' table. 

Table 

Unnayan~,Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samiti 
(1) AdditionarDistrict' Magistrate (Land Reforms). ' 
(2) Settlement Officer (in charge of the district). 
(3) District Planning Officer. 

' Matsya 0 Pasupalan Sthayee Samiti 
(1)' District f'ishery Officer. . 
(2) District Livestock Officer . 
(3) Superintendent, Vaterinary Services. 

By order. of the Governor, 
N. R. HALDAR, 

Jo6zt Secretary to the Government 
o( West Bengal. 

• • 

• 
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LAND REFORMS 4/79 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of.the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A(l), G.E. Branch 

No. 7736(18)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 21st Jurie 
• 1979 . 

To--The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms),/ 
AJJitional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms) 
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Subject : Distribution of vested agricultural lands not 
taken up for distribution on the ground of 
unsuitability for agriculture. · 

A sizable quantity of vesit"d agricultural land has 
not been offered for distribution under section 49 of 
the Land Reforms Act ·on the ground that those are 
unsuitable for agriculture. In some districts, however, 
such .lands were offered for distribution and the allottees 
have accepted the same without any objection. 

2. These lands were recorded as agricultural after 
necessary field verification during the last Revisional 
Settlement Operations conducted bdween 1955-58 and 
have vested as such. The pericd which. has elapser 
since then is not sufficiently long to change the characted 
of the land from agriculture to non-agriculture. How­
ever, the character of some hu1ds might. have· changed 
by this time due to natural causes like river action 
landslides, etc., and urbanisation. By and large, the 
character of the lands p'lrticularly in the rural areas 
is not likely to undergo such change as to render them, 
unsuitable for agriculture. Such lands, if ·allotted to 
land-hungry people are expected to be br.ought under 
cultivation by them with all efforts at their disposal 
including use of modern improved agricultural methods, 

. wherever possible. 

3. It ha3 accordingly been decided such vested agri- ' 
e cultural lands whkh have so far been kept undistributed 

should be taken up for distribution. Water areas 'and 
the like where cultivation is patently out of question 

~ may be kept apart from distribution. 

4. If an allottee of such land wants to surrender 
"' his land on the ground, that it is unfit for agriculture 

the Junior Land Reforms Officer should-

(a) cause a local enquiry to ascertain the character 
of the land and to find out if the allottee has 
made all reasonable attempts to bring it under 
cultivation, and 

(b) consult the local Agricultural Extension Officer 
and obtain a certificate from him regarding 
the unsuitability of the land in question for 
agriculture. 

' . 

5. If after taking the above actions the Junior 
Land Reforms Officer is satisfied that the land is really 
unfit for agriculture, he should keep an appropriate 
note in Register VIII against the plot. · 

5.1. The allottee should be asked 'to return the Patta 
along with a declaration that he wants to surrender the 
land allotted to him on the ground that it ·is unfit for 
agriculture. 

0 

5.2. An annulment proceeding on the basis of the 
declaration should be drawn up and th~ Patta cancelled 
after an order of annulment of the settlement has been 

1 • made by the Sl}bdivisi<;mal Officer. 

6. Such allottee<: as will be compelled to surrender 
their lands on the above ground shoulq be considered 
for distribution oi equivalent quantum of land as far 
as possible. · 

7. It should be ,clearly u:1derstood that a piece of 
·land should b\! considered to be unfit for agricttlture 
for the purp Jse, of distribution under :;~cti.•:J 4~ of the 
Land Ref)rms Act only where such cas::~ sat1sfy the 
tests indic::tt-::J in paragra ·;h 4 a:1d not otherwise. 

8. This i-;;;'..: ~s with the CJJv:urr..;;;~ of the Agri­
c·ulture Department. 

A. K. CHAKRADORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretmly, 

Board of Rt'l'enue, West Bengal. , 

MemJ. No. 7736/1(44)-G.E. 

t::opy forwarded to the-

(!) Di·rector of Land Records and Surveys, West 
Bengal, 1 

(2) Commissioner, ............... Division, ............... , 
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ........ . 
(4) Setth:ment Officer, ................ , ....... , 
(5) S.;;.;r<:lJ.ry, Agriculture Department (with reference 

to ufo. not;;:s, dated 2nd Jun3 1979, in 
Board's file No. 402/79-G.K), 

(6) Director of Agriculture, West Bengal, 
(7) PrinCipal Agricultural Officer, .................. , 

for information. 

Calcutta, 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary• 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The 21st June 1979. 

"' 
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of t~e Board of Revenue, West Bengal; 
Section A, G. E. Branch 

No. 1403(15)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 3'rd February 
1978. 

To-The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, 
·~ 

Subject : Reconstitution of Block Level Land Reforms 
Advisory Committees-prihciples for distribution 
of khas and vested agricultural lands. 

A reference is invited to Board's Memo. No. 
8602(15)-G.E., dated 1st July 1977 .. It ·was intimated 
therein that the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory · 
Committees constituted under Board's order No. 
7090(15)-G.E., dated 18th May 1977, should stop 
functioning forthwith and that no laoo ~hnnln h,. 
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distributed to any person even where the recommenda­
tions of the Committee were received earlier and cases 
for actual distribution of·vested/khas land were finalised 
on the basis of such recommendations. · 

1.1. Orders have since been issued under Board's 
order No. 893-G.E .. dated 24th Ja71uary 1978 recon­
stitut~ng Block Level Land Reforms Advisory Com­
mittees with the object of distribution of khas and 
vested agricultural lands in consultation with that 
Committee. The composition of the Committee is 
as follows :-

(I) Representatives of the Left Front-members ; 
(2) One representative from each of other 

re..:ognised political parties, viz., Congress, 
Janata and C.P.I.-members; 

(3) Local M.L.A. or his representative-member; 
(4) One G:>vernment nomin~e-member; · 
(5) Block Development Officer-member ; 
(6) Junior Land Reforms Officer-member-

convenor; 
(7) An officer of the Food Department-meQlber ; 
(8) A representative of the Directorate of Land 

Records and Surveys-member ; 

1.2. The Committee will select its own Chairman 
for each sitting from amongst the members present. 

1.3. For the purpose of quorum at least 50 pe'r 
cent. of th~ members should be pres~nt of wl1J.11 three 
should be non-official members. 

1.4. The proceedings of the meeting of the Block 
Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee should be 
properly kept in the manner laid down in the Board's 
Memo. No. 23096(15)-G.E., dated 18th November"l972. 

2. The principles for distribution pf khas and vested 
agri.:u!~-u.-..-.1 lands a::~ !aid down in s·::ction 4? of the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. Consistently 
with the provisions of this ~ection and in order to secure 
justice to the weaker sectiOns of the community, the 
order of priorities in the m:1tter of distribution of khas 

, and vested agricultural lands as laid down in Bqard's 
Memo. No. 21654(17)-G.E., dated 9th November 1973 
and No. 13965(17)-G.E., dated 26th July 1976, sh:mld 
be followed' subject to the. followin.3 modification :~ 

(a) a barga-dar who. own.> as~ raiyat 'one acre or 
more of agricultural land ·sh11l not be eligible 
for any further la)ld; 

(b) a landl'?SS person found to be in uni,~t?.rrupt~i 
possession of a piece of land for a rili11imurn 
period of three years should . be given first 
priority in the matter of distribution, if he is 
.found to b~ otherwis~ eligible ; and -

(c·) a person Who is not a national of .India s~all 
not b.:: entitled to any land. .. 

. ... 
3.1. The lists of eligible persons as existing in the 

·Land Reforms Circle Offices should be treated as 
cancelled. To start with the distribution of khas 
lands, the quantum of lands available within the juris­
diction of each Land Reforms Circle should be 
thoroughly scrutinised and assessed.' Thereafter mauza­
wise lists of eligible- pers:ms should be drawn up de 
novo in accordance with t4e principle laid down in 
paragraph 2 abov.!. The mauza-wise lists so prepared· 
should be displayed in the notice board of each Land 

Reforms Circle Office for a period of 15 days for the 
purposes of public inspection and scrutiny. Objections, 
if any, received Within the said period from the members 
of the public should be thoroughly enq~iresJ into by an 
officer not below the rank of a Circle Inspector. The 
lists along with the rep:>rts of enquiries into the cases 
objected to should be placed before the Block Level Land 
Reforms Advisory Committee for consideration. 
Distribution sho'uld be taken· up after t~e finalisation 
of the list. Topmost priority should, therefore, be 
given to the work of finalisation of the list. 

3.2. The available vested land. should be entered in 
Register VIII and distribution thereof should also· be 
indicated in it by mentioning the name of the allottee 
and the corresp::mding raiyati case number. 

3.3. In the eligibility list prepared in accordance 
with paragraph 2 above, necessary note should also 
be kept against the na'lle of the person to whom the 
land has been allotted: ' 

4. As very small quantity of land, if distributed to 
individual persons, wi11 not be economically viable, 
the provision for settlement of a minimum area of 
one-third of an acre as laid down in sub-rule (3) of 
rule 20A of the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 
1965, should be followed a~ far as possible for future 
distribution. The minimum f<!>r actual distribution 
may ho wever, be d ~::ided having regard to the quality 
of land. · · 

5.1. Complaints of irregular distribution of land 
adequately supported by evidence should be thoroughly 
enquired into. Lists of all previous distribution cases 
with necessary particulars should be displayed in the 

· notice board of each Land Reforms Circle ·office for 
a period of 15 days for public inspection and scrutiny. 
Obj:;:ctions, if received within 15 d'lys, should be pro­
perly examined. a'he cases of distribution of land to 
ineligibte ·persons as and when brought to the n:>tice 
of the local authorities by the mass organisations 
should be given special attention. Only those objections 
which will be filed in a concrete form with specific 
particulars, i.e., Block No., Khatian No., area of land 
distributed, etc., should be examined. Members of 
the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee 
should be ass>Jciafed with the enquiry into these 
objectiQnS. 

5.2. There may be the following two categories of 
cases where land was settled with persons found to be 
not eligible within the meaning of section 49(1) of the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Act-. 

(a) where the deed ofsettlement has been executed 
and 

(b) where such· deed of settlement has not been 
executed. 

In respect of the cases coming under (a} above, 
necessary steps should be taken for annulment of the 
settlement under section 49(2) of the Land Reforms 
Act. Settlement of the said land will thereafter be 
made in accordance wi~h the instructions given in the 
. preceding paragraphs. 

As regards the cases coming under ~b) above, it ~ill 
not be ne-:::es.sary to invoke the provlSlons of sectwn 
49(2) o£ th~ Act. In such cases it will be competent 

" 
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for the authority concerned (viz., the Subdivisional 
Officer or the Additional District Magistrate or the 
Collector) to modify the previous orders after ta!cing 
into account the enquiry reports and the recom­
mendations of Land Reforms Advisory Committee. 

J. R. SARA, 
Secr~ry, 

Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 1403/1(460)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-, 
(I) Chief ·secretary to the Government of West 

Bengal, 
(2) Commissioner, .......... Division, .......... ; 
(3) Secretary, Food and· Supplies Department, 
(4) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 

Bengal, 
(5) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms), 

• I I I I I I I •• I • I I I .o I I I I I I I I) 

(6) Deputy Secretary, Land ,Ytilisation and 
Reforms. and Land and Land Revenue 
Department, · 

(7) Subdivisional Officer, .................... , 
(8) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, ........ , 
(9) Junior Land Reforms Officer, .............. , 

(10) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge, 
Land Utilisation a~d Reforms and Land and 

. Land Revenue Deprtment, · 
(11) Private Secretary to the Chief Minister, 

for information. 
J. R. SARA, 

' Secretary, · 
Calcutta, Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The 3rd February 1978. · 

·I 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Bo~d of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A (1), G.E. Branch 

\ No. 1858(15)~G.E./366j77, dated Calcutta, the 17th 
February/21st March 1979. 

To-The Collector, Deputy Commissioner,---­

Subject : Reconstitution of Block Level Land Reforms 
Advisory Committtes-principles for distribution of 
khas and vested agricultural lands. ... · 

Reference : Board's Memo. No. 1403(15)-G.E., dated 
3rd February, 1978. • 

Paragraph 2(a) of Board's Memo. mentioned above 
is substituted as follows : 

2. (a)· A per~on, whether a bargadar or a raiyat, 
ownmg one acre or more of agricultural 
Jand, shall not be eligible for any further 
Jan d. 

A. K. CRAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

29 

Memo. No. 1858/!1460)-G.E. 
I 

Copy for~arded to the-

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West 
Bengal, 

(2) Commissioner, ----Division, --"-

(3) Secretary, Food and Supplies, 

(4) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 
Bengal, 

(5) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms) 
-----·---1(spare copies for 

distributiort among the Junior Land Reforms 
Officers.) 

.(6) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and 
Reforms and Land and , Land Revenue 
Department, · 

(7) Subdivisional Officer,~:.....-------·--­

(8) Subdivisioal Land 'Reforms Officer, _......__ 

(9) Junior Land Reforms Officer ,------

(10) Private Secretacy to the Minister-in-Charge, 
, Land Utilisation and· Reforms and Land and 
L~nd Revenue Departme~t, 

(II) Priva~e Secretary to Chief Minister, 
' '• I 

for information. 

A. K. CRAKRABOR TI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary. 

Board ofrReven~e, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, . 
The 17th Februaryj23rd March 1979. 

D.O.\No. 3631(15)-G.E./269/79, dated' Calcutta, the 
29th March 1979. 

I all,l enclosing a statement showing the area of 
vested agricultural land available for distribution in 
different districts of West BeDgal. Area in land still 
remain to be distributed in your. district is shown in the. 
statement. · 

2. During· the debate in the Assembly on our 
demand for grant there were critical references to the 
inability of the administration to distribute all the 
vested lands among the eligible categories of land­
poor or landless rural workers. Criticism was also 
made about un,usual delay . in annulment of ineligible 
Pattas. But the main focus of the debate was on 
non-distribution of large ~as. of vested agricultural 
land. 

• 
3. There is absolutely no reason, now, why these 

lands sliould remain undistributed. Panchayat Samitis 
have been dec1ared as· Block Level Land Reforms 
Advisory Committees.· For the convenience of work 
it has been decided that the Panchayat Samitis could 
form ad-hoc sub-committees to deal speeifically witb 

'· ( 
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land ref.orm matters till the formation of Sthayee 
Samitis. Therefore, there is not any procedural 
difficulty for taking steps for distribution of 
undistributed vested agricultural land. 

4. Would you kindly issue instructions to the 
Senior Land Reforms Officers and Junior Land Reforms 
Officers to send lists of undistributed vested land to · 
the corresponding Anchal. Samitis to enable them to 
take proper steps for making recommendations fbr 
distribution among eligible categorie~ of _persons ? 
Kindly also request the Subdivisional Officers to 
supervise this work. There is enough time now to do 
this job before they get engaged in the half.:yearly 
exercise of showing/harvesting disputes. I am also 
writing to the Sabhadhipatis of the Zilla Parishads of 
your district requesting him to use his good offiaes for 
prompt distribution of the undistributed vested land. 

Kindly keep me informed of the progress through 
routine returns that the Additional District Magistrate. 
(Land Reforms) send to the Board of Revenue. 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 

Lan4 Reforms Commiss1'oner, West Bengal • . 
To-All Collectors. 

'30 

' Memo. No. 3631/1(70)-G.E. 

Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to­

(1) All Commissioners, 

(2) Ail Additional District Magistrates/ Additional 
Deputy Commissioners (Land Reforms), 

(3) All Aubdivisional Officers, 

for information. 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms Commissioner, West Bengal. 

Memo.· No. 3631/2(9)-G.E. 

Copy with copy of enclo.sure forwarded to-

, (1) Director of Land Records and Surveys, 

(2) All Settlement Officers, 

f~r information. 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms Commissioner, West ]Jengal. 

Statement of vested Agricultural lands available for distribution 

District 

:24-Parganas 
.. Howrah 
Nadia 
:Murshidabad 
:Burdwan 
.Birbhum 
JBankura 
Midnapore ... 
Hooghly 
Purulia 
Maida 
West Dinajpur 
Coach Behar 
Jalpaiguri .. . 
Darjeeling .. . 

Total ... · 

.... 

.... 

Area of land 
vested 

1,20,466.95 
6,068.21 

23,537.92 
~.638.02 
75,967.40 
29,523.87 
55,938.25 

2,53,489.99 
' 17,181.30 

86,045.25 
79,143.54 

1,24,593.07 
'58,762.31 

1,16,744.58 
30,476.02 

11,2~,576.68 

Area of land 
hit by 

injunctiqn 

39,318.00 
. 2,199.38 

6,454.00 ~ 
I 

9,598.79 
20,247.09 

8,536.45 
6,871.89 

25,116.39 
4,972.64 

14,554.37 
8,94Q.62 

11,084.11 
2,849.00 
3,146 .. 79 

843.64 

1,64,733.16 

Area in acriS' 

Area of·land Area of land . Area of land 
free for distributed to be distribu-

distribution ted immediately 

81,148.95 51,656.55 . 29.,492.40 
3,868.83 2,285.79 1,583.04 

• 17,083.92. 11,341.00 5,742.92 
35,039.2~ 20,701.07 14,338.16 
55,720.31 28,743.46 26,976.85 
20,987.42 17:063.11 3,924.31 

49,066.36 32,853.44 16,212.92 

2,28,373.60 1,40,247.90 88,125.70 
12,208.66 8,417.23 3,791.43 
71,490.88 ' 33,322.43 38,168.45 

70,202.92 46,978.71 23,224.21 

1,13,508.96 72,710.77 40,798.19 

55,913.31 42,637.00 13,276.31 

1,13,597.79 86,618.82 26,978.97 

29,632.38 16,928.10 12,704.28 

'9,57,843.52 6,12,505.38 3,45,338. f4 

, 9 
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LAND REFORMS 2/79 

GOVERNMENT OF WFST BENGAl. 

.Office of the Board of Rennue, West Bengal 
:Sectioa A, G.E. Branch 

Parishad to take up the matter with the Sabhapatis of 
the Panchayat Samitis for expeditious action in the 

No. 6224(15)-G.E;, dated~ Calcutta, the 12th June 1979 

To-The Collector/Deputy CottJ.missioner, ........... . 

It has been decided in the Workshop on Land Reforms 
beldJon 4th and 5th May 1979 that a district-wise 
time-bound programme for distribution of all the avail­
able vested agricultural lands should be taken up imme­
·diately so as to complete the same _before the next 
sowing season. At present the Panchayat Samitis are 
acting as L~md Reforms Advisory Committees at 
block level in connection with distribution of vested 
agriculturaQand under section 49 of th~ West Bengal 
Land Reforms Act. ' It has been dect9ed that the 
"Unnayan, Parikalpana 0 Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee 
Samiti'' of the Panchayat Samiti will finally take over 
this job and for this purpose an order from the Board 
of Revenue under sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of West 
Bengal Land Reforms Rules will be issued in due course. 

It is needless to point out that the success of the drive 
will largely depend upon the aetivisation of the Pancha­
yati Raj Institutions connected with the job. He may, 
therefore, kindly request the Sabhadhipati of the Zilla 

matter. · · 

A. K. CHAKRABARTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal • 

Memo. No. 6224/1(30)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-:-

(1} Secretary, Panchayat Department, 

(2) Commissioner,. 7 •••••••• Division, .••....... , 

(3) Sabhadhipatis of the Zilla Pari shad, .......•.. , 

(4) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 
Bengal, 

(5) Settlement Officer, ................ , 

(6) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 
Land Revenue Department. 

Calcutta, 

A. K. CHAKRABARTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The 12th June 1979. 
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LAND REFORMS 7/79 

GOVERNME,NT OF WEST BENGAL 

.Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A(l), G.E. Branch 

No. 10262(18)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the lith August 
1979 

To~ The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Dep~ty Commissioner (Land Re(orms), 

The undersigned is directed to say that in terms of 
section 49(2) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act if 
the Revenue Officer is satisfied that the settlement of 
vested land was .obtained by any person by practising 
fraud or misrepresentation, he may, by order in writing, 
annual such settlement. At present settlement of vested 
lands is made on the basis of the recommendations of 
the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory. Committees 
which are now mostly Panchayat bodies. The Com­
mittees depend on' the lists of eligible persons prepared 
by the Juhior Land Reforms Officers. After such 
settlement is made, it is found in some cases on enquiry 
that the persons to whom the lands have· been settled 
are not actually eligible for such lands. Consequently . 
such settlements are to be annulled· in terms of the 
provisions of section 49(2) ibid. But even though they 
are found to be actually ineligible on the basis.of enquiry, 
it becomes difficult to prove that such persons, in fact 
obtained the settlement of land by practising fraud or 
misrepresentation in the absen~e of petitions from them 
praying for settlement of lands to them. 

In the circumstances, it should be ensured that before 
settlement of lands is 'actually made, petitions are 
obtained front 'the persons concerned in the proforma 
enclosed and kept in the case records. In the cases 
where' such lists have already been prepared, petitions 
should now be obtained post facto arid kept in· t]J.e 
records. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretor]', 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 10262/1(125)-G.E. 

Copy with a copy of the proforma forwarded to the-
, ' ... 

(1) Commissioner, .......... Division, .......... , 

(2) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, •••• 
................ , 

(3) Director of Land Records· and Surveys, West 
Bengal, 

(4) Settlement Officer,.·'· ........... R.S.O., 
( 5) Subdivisional Officer, ...........•.... , 
( 6) Senior Land Reforms Officer, .......... , 

Calcutta, 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Reve~ue, West Bengal. 
/ 

Tae Ilth August 1979. 
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--------·-· 

Application for allotment of vested land under 
section 49 of the Land Reforms Act 

To 
The· Junior Land Reforms Officer, 

............................... Circle, 

P.S: ....................... . 

Dist ........................ . Dated· 

Sir, 
· I apply for settlement of a piece of vested land in my 

favour. . · 

2 .. My particulars are given below : 

(a)' Name 

(b) Father's name 

(c) Details of land held . 
by me .a~ raiyat 

(d) Details of land culti-, 
.vated as bargadar 

(e), Details of land held 
by my family (inclu­
ding land held by me) : 

(f) Details of land culti­
vated by my family as 
bargadar (including 
land cultivated as bar­
gadar by myself) 

(g) Details of vested land, 
ifany, held 

' 

' 

3. I am a resident of mauza ............................... . 

J.L. N(}, ..... : ........... \ ...... ,Thana ........................... , 

Dist ..................................... . 

4. If allotted, I shall cultivate the land ·personally. 

5. I belong to Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe/ 
I do not belong to Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe_. 

Yours faithfully, 

... ; ........... · .................... . 
· (Witness) 

1
1\! . 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
· Section A(l), G. E. Branch 

No .. 14833(18)-G.E./366/77, dated Calcutta, the 13th 
November 1979. 

To-The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms,) 

A question has arisen as to whether the instructions 
contained in paragrapl;l 2(a) of Board's Memo. No. 
1403(15)-G.E., dated 3rd February 1978, read with 
Board's Memo. No. 1858(15)-G.E., dated 17th February 
1979, are not contrary to the provisions contained in 
sub-sections (2) and (3) of section 148 and section .49 
of the West Bengal Land Revenue Act and rule 20A 

e of the West Bengal Land Revenue Rule in so far as 
the Board's circulars lay down that a raiyat or a 
bargadar owning one acre or more of agricultural land 
shall not be entitled to further land ; while as per 

tl statutory rules ·stated above bargadars or raiyats are 
entitled. t,- ~ ~t at IP~~.St one hectare of agricultural land. 

It is hereby stated for clarification and remova1 of all 
confusion that the sta~utory provisions have ~et out the 
upper limit to which a raiyat. or a· bargadar is entitled 

33 
AMI. District Magf3tratl 

JllllllfP'I. 
to get agricultural land. It is' entirely within the 
discretion of the Government to set an inner limit for 
the policy purpose within the said outer limit. So 
Board's circul~rs cited above are not in any way contrary 
to the provisions contained in the· Act and Rules. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 14833/1(19)-G.E. 

Copy forw~rded to the-

(I) Commissioner, ............... Division, ............... , 

(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 
Bengal, 

(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, 

for information. 

Calcutta, 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

The 13th November 1979. 

,. 
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CHAPTER ill . \ 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Beng~l 

Section (A}, G. E. Branch 

.No. 12304(27)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 5th July 1978· 

To-(l)The Director of Land Records and Surveys 
West Bengal. 

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Reforms) ................................. . 

(3) The Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land 
Reforms), ................................. · 

(4) The Settlement Officer, ................... . 

Subject : Operation Barga decision· taken in the 
Workshop held on June 23rd and 24th, 1978. 

1.1. The entire work of recording of bargadars 
under an intensive drive as envisaged in the decision of 
the Workshop may be broadly divided into the following 
five distinct operations :-

(I) Identification of the priority pockets with 
large concentration of bargadars. 

(2) Formation of squa~s. 
(3) Meetings with the bargadars. 
( 4) Reconnaisance and field verification. 
(5) Actual recording. 

1.2. Identification of priority pockets will have to 
be made in consultation with the local peasants' 
organisations. The settlement records (records as 
finally published under the provisions of the Estates 
Acqqisition Act or those prepared during the current 
settlement operation under the West Bengal Land 
Revenue Act) may give an idea about the concentration 
of barga:dars. The number of unrecorded 6argadars 
may be assessed on the basis of information to be / 
furnished by the peasanst' organisations as also by the 
local officers. This item of work, namely, identifica­
tion of priority pocket is very, important and unless 
efforts to record the bargadars are put in areas where 
there is real concentration of bargadars the· entire 
exercise will be fruitless. The Settlement Officers 
and the Additional District Magistrates (Land Revenue) 
will personally see that the "area of priority" has been 
correctly identified. · 

2. The squad of functionaries to be formed for the 
purpose will consist ot Kanungos, J.L.R.O,s. and 
requisite number of Amins. The Settlement Officer 
will spare the requisite number of Kanungos for_ the 
purpose. The local J.L.R.O. will have to be invariably 
associated wit) this squa~i. The J.~.R.Os. fr<?m other 
circles of the same d1Stnct should also be mcluded. 
Where there is large concentration of tribal bargadars, 
Kanungos of the Tribal Welfare Department should 
also be associated with the job. In selecting the Amins 
proper ~are should be taken to ensure that only those 

persons who have got considerable experience of field 
work are selected. The squad for each priority area _ 
should be immediately formed. There is no objection 
to one squad being formed for more than one priority 
area in close proximity provided the first area is quickly 
covered and the second one taken up almost simul­
taneously. The priority areas identified should be 
tagged with this squad well ahead so that the squad 
may plan their own movement and action according 
to the prog~;amme. The entire job of formation of 
this squad and their movement to the different priority 
areas should be decided personally by the Settlement 
Officer and the Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Revenue) j9intly so that there is no dislocation in the 
programme when the actual operation starts. 

3. The basic purpose of holding meetings with the 
bargadars is to explain to them the objectives of this 
special drive of "operation barga", and to bring home 
to them the benefits that will be thrown open to them 
once they are brought into the settlement records and " 
thereby to enable them to overcome the fear psychosis. 
The venue of the meeting should be as near the places 
of the residence of the bargadars as possible. . During 
discu~sion with the bargadars the officials should try c 
to talk them in such a way that the bargadars take this 
exercise as a genuine attempt on the part of the Govern­
ment to protect their rights and interests. The officials 
who will be required to organise suoh meetings should, 
therefore,_ be properly briefec!. · 

4. The reconnaisance and field verification are 
intended to- be an operation very similar to the pre­
Khanapure-Bujharat enquiry done in the settlement 
operations. Th~ _ aim will be to assess firstly the 
incidence of bargadrs in a particular target area. This 
also will offer the field officers an · opportunity to 
ascertain the actual state of affairs in the field. · The 
verification is very important inasmuch as the recording 
of the bargadars will be based. primarily on this veri­
fication. Necessary note of such verification should 
be kept by the enquiring officials. The informations 
received during the evening meetings regarding barga 
cultivation should be verified during the field enquiry 
and any additional information regarding barga culti­
vation received during such enquiry should also be 
noted for further follow-up action including veri­
fication under section 21B of the Land Revenue Act, the 
presumption being in favour of bargadars. There are, 
however, cases of affluent farmers basing in the lands 
of poor raiyats for raising high yielding variety of 
crops .. Such affluent farmers are not traditional 
bargadars and as such their names must not be recorded 
as bargadars. There may also be cases of relatives of 
raiyats putting forward their claims for recording 
their names as bargadars with an ulterior motive of \ 
keeping the Ian<! within the familr circle in- case of 
any future eventuality. In recording bargadars, the 
relationships between the land-owners and the claimants 
should be discreetly looked into. ·" 

5. When after enquiry as indicated above a person 
is found to be a bargadar, he should be recorded as such 
under section 50 of the Land Reforms Act in the usual 
manner in the areas whererevisional settlement operation 
has not yet been taken up. In the areas where, however, 
revisional settlement work has already been taken up 

Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 

USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight



and is in different ·stages, the recording of bargadars 
will have to be done under section 51 ibid. For this 
purpose, steps are being taken to amend the rules. 

6. Immediate tasks are : 
(a) The · Settlemeqt Officers and the Additional 

District Magistrates (Land Revenue) should 
immediately take up the work of identification 
of the· priority areas. 

(b) Programme of work for the entire di11trict 
should be chalked out. 

(c) Squads of functioneries should be fo;med 
immediately so that each squad may prepare 
its own plan of action and movement. 

(d) Lists of priority areas along \vith programme 
of action should be framed by Additional 
District Magistrate (Land Revenue) and 
S.O. jointly and send copies to Board. of 
Revenue and D.L.R. & S. 

7. The total nmn,ber of bargadars recorded through 
this pro~ess should be reflected in the standard progress 

• return of S.O. 

(The scheme will not apply to the district of Purulia 
• and Islamput Subdivision.) · 

• 

\ 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 12304/1(27)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to .............•................ 
.............................................. for 

infor~ation and necessary action. 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
Calcutta, 
The 5th July 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section (A), G. E Brauch 

No. 13692{19)G .. E., dated Calcutta, the 26th July 1978 

To-{i) The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal, 

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Reforms)/Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Land Reforms). 

Subject : Issue of certificate to newly recorded bargadars. 

A reference is invited to paragraph 5 of Board's 
Memo. No. 12304(27)-G.E., dated 5th July 1978, 
regarding "Operation Barga". It has been enjoined 
therein that when a person is found to be a bargadar 
after necessary enquiries, he should be recorded as such 
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under section 50 or 51 of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Act, as the case may be. The bargadars who will be 
so recorded will be in need of some documents of the 
strength of which they may apply for institutional 
finance and enjoy other facilities. Issue of Parcha in 
an area where the recording will be done under section 
51 may take some time. It has, therefore, been decided 
that in such cases a certificate should be issued to the 
bargadar immediately after his name has been noted 
down after enquiry for being brought into records. 
Immediately on return to the base camp the Revenue 
Officer will incorporate the name of the bargadar in 
the records and issue a Parcha to him. The certificate 
given to the bargadar will have. to be taken back at the 
'time of distribution ofParcha. Rules are being amended 
providing for (i) issue of certificate to bargadar and (ii) 
distribution of Parcha at ~ny stage. of the settlement 
operation. 

2. Where a bargadar is recorded by the Revenue 
Officer under section 50( e) of the Land Reforms Act 
and an intimation of such recording is sent to the settle­
ment authorities in tenm of rule 21 of the Land Reforms 
Rules, the certificate should be furnished by the Revenue 
O"fber acting under section 50( e). The Revenue Officer 
w 10 records the name of such a bargadar in the appro­
priate stage of the settlement proceedings under section. 
51 will take back the certificate from the bargadar 
at the time of making over the Parcha to.him. Bargadars 

• determined under Chapter III of the West Bengal Land 
Reforms Act should also get a certificate as at Annexure 
A. . 

3. Two specimen certificates-one for rec~rding 
to be made under section 50(e) (An11exure A) and the 
other for recording to be made under section 51 
{Annexure B)-are enclosed. Sufficient number of the 
certificates should be printed. The blank certificates 
should be serially numbered and bound into books of 
100 like the duplicate carbon receipt books. Great 
care should be taken for safe custody of the blank 
certificates. As soon as a certificate is issued to a 
.bargadar, necessary particulars should be entered in ~ 
mauza-wise register in the form enclosed (Annexure C). 

4. It is the intention of the Government that every 
bargadar should have a document-either a certificate . 
or a Parcha-as a token of recognition of his status as 
a bargadar under the law. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary. 

Board of Revenue, ·West Bengal. 

,Jviemo. No. 13692/1(27)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-
{1) Commissioner, .......... Division, .......... , 
(2) Di~trict Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ....•• 

.............. ' 
(3) Settlement Officer, ................ , 
(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 

Land Revenue Department, Government of 
_ West Bengal, 

for information. 
A. K. CHAKRABORTJ, 

Special Officer and Ex-officiu Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
The26thJuly 1978. 
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OPERATION BARGA-CLARIFICATION NO. I. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BF.NGAL 

Qffice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(l), G.E. Branch 

No. 16779 (76)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 19th September 
1978 

To-
(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys. 

West Bengal. 

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land 
Reforms)/ Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Land Rc:,forms)/ Settlement Officer,---

/ 

(3) The Subdivisional Officer,-------

Subject : Issue of certificate to newly recorded bargadars. 

In Board's Memo. No. 13692-G.E., dated 26th July 
1978, it has been enjoined that pending issue of Parchas 
to newly recorded bargadars, a certificate should be 
issued to them. 

2. It has now come to the notice of the Board that 
in some cases two certificates have been issued in 
respect of the same plot of land to two bargadars-one 
who is found to be actually cultivating the land after 
necessary enquiries and the other who has been unlaw­
fully evicted by the owner 'in contravention of the 
relevant sections of the Land Reforms Act. In the 
certificates issued to the latter category of bargadars 
mention is being made of the fact that the bargadar 
has been evicted by the owner in contravention of the 
provisions of the Land Reforms Act. 

3. Issue of two certificates to more than one person 
in respect of the same plot of land will frustrate the 
very purpose for which such, certificates are being 
issued. This will also give rise to many complications 
in future. · 

4. It is, therefore, ,directed that in such cases only 
one certificate should be issued to the bargadar who 
is actually found to be cultivating the land as such. 
As regards the bargadar who has been unlawfully 
evicted by the owner, it has been decided that he 
would be informed of the results of enquiry and advised 
to seek redress against unlawful eviction and restoration 
of the rights in the appropriate forum under a memo­
randum of which a specimen is enclosed. 

5. Where it is found on enquiry that a person who 
was a bargadar has been physically removed from 
land by the owner without ·due process of la\f as 
prescribed in the Land Reforms Act and the owner 
has not brought the land under cultivation OJ has not 
inducted a new bargadar to such land the person so 
removed shall be recorded as a bargadar and a 
certificate issued to him. The matter should be brought 
to the notice of the Subdivisional Officer/Additional 
District Magistrate to ensure physical restoration of 

, the land to such bargadar if necessary by ·having 
teeourse to provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

38 

.. ,-· 

I 

6. It is requested that the officers who are eJ;~trusted 
with the recording of bargadars under "Operation 
Barga'~ are instructed accordingly. · · .· 

J. R. SAHA, 
, 1 Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memp. No. 16779/1(19)-G.E. 
I 

Copy forwarded to the-
(1) Commissioner,' Division, --­
(2) District Magistrate/Deputy Coltlmissioner, --

(3) Settlement Officer, . 
(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and 9 

Land Revenue Department. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

lJoard of Revenue , West Bengal. 

Calcutta, _ 
The 19th September 1978 .. 

(iOVf~RNMENT OF WEST BENG;\L 

Office of the Hoar<! of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A, G·E. Branch 

No. 9027 ( 18)-G·E. /369/78, dated Calcutta, 
the 24th ~av 1978 

To- . , 
The Additional Deputy Commissioner (I.Al..). .., 
The Additional Deputy Commissioner. (L.R), .. 

Subject: HoldinR of local enquiru in connection 
witt., disposa'l of bhagchas cases und~r section 
18 of the Land Refor!"S' Act· 

' 
Section 18(1) of the Land Reforms Act' em­

powers on officer so appointed bv the State 
Gcvernm<.>nt to adjudicate certain categories of 
disputPs between a bargadar and the person whose 
lands he cultivateS· ThP. question whether a 
person is a bai p;adar or not is also to he deter· 
~ined bv tt officer.' vidf> ci.ections 21(3) and 18(2) 
ibid· 

In the rules framed in this regard it is enjoined 
that the office1 or authority shall. take ·into 
account along wii-l1 other evidences. the · ent'l'ies, 
if any, made in t: i regard in the existinp;. record­
of·riRhts and where the records-of-rights is under 
preparation or re\-ision, the entries, If any, made 
in the draft record in course of such preparation 
or Ievision. 

... 
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It has come to the notice of the Board that the 
Junior Lnnci Reforms Officers who have bt>en 
spcciallv appointed uPlder section. 18 of tht> Act 

. a,c mostly disposing of the disputes without 
h0ldinp; any local enquiry as to the actual position 
obtaining in the field. They are puncipally 
relving nn the following :-· . 

(i) papejS and ·documents produced by both 
the parties ; 

(ii) oral evidences as may be adduced by 
the parties ; and 

(ii:) St>ttlemeht records . 

. Tht>~ importance of local enquiry in disposal of 
bha_:l;r.has rases can hardly be over~emphasised. 
It IS felt that so far as other ~vidences ar•! con­
cerned the facts revealed by local enquir~ should 
get pdme con~ideration. It affords to the en- · 
quiring c,fficer an opportunitv to gather first hand 
kno~vledge about the state· of things ln the field· 
s~~Jdes, local people who have direct knowledge 
of incidences relating to the dispute rnav be exa­
mined bv the Enquiring Officer· Another positive 
advantage of tlie public enquiry is that the 'ural 
t:vrlences that might be forthcoming would IJe fac­
tu3l and unbiased. · The bargadar wilo is the 
wl!•1kt'r party in the dispute will also fed more 
secure to place his case before the Enquiring Officer 
durin,g local etiquiry· •· 

Jt !s, therefore, desired that a local enquiry 
should he invariably taken up by the .Junior Land 
Rt'f orms Officer himself in all disputes under 
section 18 of the Land Reforms Act. When a 
lvcal cnqu!ry it! a case has been proposed tl-te 
Junior Land Reforms Officer should in adva~ce of 
date o( e!lquirr displav on his notic~ board the 
Particulars of the disputes indicating (a) name& 
of pP.rtie:., (b) name of mauza and particulars of 
land in dispute and (c) date, time and venue of· 
the proposed local enquiry. The particulars should 
also be llt,tified to the parties to the dispute. 
Durir.g enquiry the Junior Land Reform~ Ofticer 
sh•Ju1d collect as much information relevant; to the 
disptite from the local people as possible. Attempts 

• should niso be made to find out if the 
cc.ntcsting parties produce any interested wit­
m·sses· The c:;edibility of the witness<>s parti~ 
cularl) of those produced by the landlord should 
lw carefully assessed before the value of the 
eviderccs given by such w~tnesses are "{~ighcd· 

. lt IS the declared policy of the present (~overn­
ment to take all possible measures to ·~afeguard 
the ri~hts Pnd ·interests of the bargadars :J.S pto­
v:cled in the law. Board of Revenue expect that 
tit~ Bhagchas Officers/Junior Land H.eforms 
Officer/Revenue Officers as an institution would 
plav tb~ role expected of them· 

Additional District Magistrates (L·R·) are 
expected to closely supervise the J)erformance of 
Bh<~~chas Officers/Junior Land Reforms Officers. 
Anv lapse on their part in not properly discharg­
in~~; their duties should be severely dealt with. 

~· ... ;. , !~J:.I/lli,.~,n 
~,----

1· R SAHA, 
Secraaru, 

Board of Revenue, West BenRal. 
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Memo· No. 9027/1(18)-G:E. 

Copy 'forwarded to the-
,(1) Gomm1ssioner Division, 
,'(2) Collector /Deputy Commissioner •......... 

for -ir.formation. 
J. R· SAHA, 

Secretaru, 
Board of Revenue, West Ben's!az. 

Calcutta, , 
1he 24th Mav 1978. 

·Memo No. 9027/2a)-G·E· 

Copy fmwarded to the-

( 1) Director of Land Records alld Surveys, 
·west Bengal, 

(2) Land Utilisa1tion and Reforms and Land 
an.d J..and Revenue Department. 

for i!1formation. 
1. R SAHA. 

Secretaru, 
Board of Revenue, We5t BenRal. 

Calcutta, 
The, 24th Mav 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Benagl 
Section A·(l.), G. E· Branch 

No: 10741(18)-G.E·/368/78, dated Calcutta, 
• the 14th June 1978 

To--Th~ Additional District Magistrate (L·R.)/ 
. Additional Deputy Commissioner' (L. R. )-

SeCtion 20B of the Land Reforms Act provides 
that in case of surrender or abandonment of the 
right of cultivation by ·a bargadar the person 

1 whose land the bargadar cultivates may give in­
formation in writing of such surrender or aban­
domnent to the authority appointed under section 
18(1) ibid· 

2. In Board's Memo. No. 3116/1(16)-LM. dated 
25th February 1975, it was indicated that where 
the owner of the land fails to give information 
of Such surrender or abandonment it would be 
competent for the officer under section 18(1) to 
ini.tiate action under section l9A(2)· An intima­
tion from the bargadar would conshtute a suffi­
cient cause of action for the Bhagchas Officer to 
initiate action under section 19A{~). A 
Bhagchas Officer, can, in effect, initiate action if 
he has reason to believe that cttltivation of land' 
by a bargadar has been terminated without due 
Process of .law. 

3. · Again, the otficer empowered under section 
lS(l) of the Land Reforms Act is required under 
section 20B 2 ibil to cause an en uir into the 
qu'estiori if t e surrender or abandonmen o 
right of cultivation bv bargadar has been made Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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voluntarily. The Bhagchas Officer should· be ex­
tremely careful in conducting such enquiries· It 
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. is· more often than not that the designing land­
owners create circumstances which compel a 
!'argadar to surrender or abandon his right of 
cultivation· During enquiry the Bhagchas Offi­
cer :::.hould satisfy hims.elf that such surrender or. 
abandonment of right of cultivation by the bar­
gadar was not. caused due to infimidation, . co­
erecion, baiting or bluff, etc. There may be cases 
where surrender or abandonment of cultivation 

· l!y a bargadar · is based on an agreement like 
solenama. etc .• between him ,and the landowner. 
Such an agreement may be seemingly innocent· 
During enquiry the Bhagchas .Officer will find 
Gnt if the. bargadar actually became a party to 
such agreement on his own accord· Where. it 
J-: ±ound on enquirv that, the bargadar had volun­
tarily made an agreement with the landlord, the 
Bhagchas Officer shall make sure after a sifting 
enquiry that the terms which consti,ute pre-con­
dition to the proposed abandamerit/surrendrer 
have been executed to the entire satisfaction of 
the bargadar· It has also to be borne in mind 
that a bargadar is not, under the normal circum­
::;tances, expected to part with his right of culti­
,·ation. Therefore, whenever a c;ase ~f surren­
~~er or abandonment of right of cultivation comes 
to thE notice of the Bhagchas Officer it should be 
pre~umed that it was not voluntarily. He will 
determine such surreder or· abandonment as· 
\·o}untary only when the above presumption is 
rebutted on the basis of evidences. produced. and 
results of local enquiry undertaken by him per-
sonally. · 

·l· A bargadar does not generaH.y part with 
hi~ right of barga cultivation of his own· It is in 
the. aboYe background that the question of sur­
render or abandonment of the barga cultivation 
f hould be critically viewed and the relevant sec-
lions of the Act administered. · 

b. All .Junior Land Reforms Officers should be 
suitably instructed accordingly. · 

J. R SAHA. 
Secretaru, 

Board of Revenue, Wet.t BenRal. 

Memo. No· 10741/1(76)-~·E. 

Copy forwarded to-
(1) Commissioner,-'·--­

Division,---- ·---
(2) Collector/Oeputy Commissioner,-· ---"-­
(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, 

West Bengal, 
(4) ~ettlement Officers,------- : 
(5) Sub divisional Land Refo~s Officer,--·. 

for informatiop. and guidance· 

J. R SAHA. 
Secretaru, 

Board of Revenue, West BenRal. 
Calcutta. 

The 14th June 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office' of the Board of R~v~nue, ·west Bengal 

Section A(I), G· E. Branch 

No. 14693(18)-G.E./551/78, dated Calcutta, 
17th. August 1978. 

Tq- 'l'hP ,\dQ.itional District Magistrate (Lll.)/ 
Additional Deputy Commis;doner (L.R·); 

A reference· is invited to paragraph .·1(2) of 
Board's Memo. 1'\o. 18098(10)-G.E--182/71, dated 
6th December 1971 {pages 49-50 of the Compen­
clium of instructhms of Land Reforms)· lt vvas 
stated therein that in deciding 1i case involving 
an unrecorded bargadar the Revenue Offi,cer shall 
record his name. in the first copS' of the Records­
of-Hights under seetion 50 of the Land Reforms 
Act and also send an information Of such record­
ing to the Settlement Camp concerned. 

2. It has come to the notice of the Board that . , 
in many cases the Revenue Officers are waitin~ 
for the appeal period of 30 days before correct­
ing the records and sending information to the 
Settlement Authority· The .law does not require tl 

nor is it \desirable that the . Rev~nue Officers 
should 'wait till the expiry of the appeal period 
for effecting correc.tion in tHe Records-of-rights· 
A1l ~he Revenue Officers may, therefore, be ins­
tructed to correct the first copy of the records­
of-rights under section 50(e) immediately after 
orders are pai'sed under ·section 18(2) ibid. An 
intimation of such recording should also be si­
multaneously sent to the Settlement Camp con­
cerned for further action from their end. This 
modifies paragraph 6 of the instruction issued 
under Board's circular No. 5438-G-E., dated 3th 
April 1975 (vide pages 54.:.55 of the Compencium). 

3· This also supersedes orders contained. iri 
Board of Revenue circular No. 13684(18)-G.E-, 
dated July 28, 1978. /" 

(Sufficient spare copies are. enclosed for distri- :> 
bution among the Junior Land Reforms Officer)· 

A· K· CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-off'icio ,; 
·Secretary, Board 'of Revenue, ' 

. West BenRaz. . 

Memo. No. 1~.693/1(28)-G.E· 

Copy to-
(l) · District Magistrate,.---
(2) Commissioner. Division· 
1.3) Settlement Officer,------
(4) Director of Land J;tecord and Surveys, 

West Bengal· 
( 5) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land 

and Land Revenue Department. 

A.K· CHAKRABORTI. 
Special Officer and· Ex~9fficio Secretaru, Board 

of Revenue, West HenRal. 
Calcutta, 

The 17th August, 1978· Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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OPERATION BARGA-CLARIFICATION No. II 

. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

OffiN}' of the Hoard of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section A(I), G.E. Branch 

To--

No. 1600(27)-G·E., dated Calcutta; 
the 13th Februar:V 1979 

(1) The Director of Land Records and 
Surveys, West Bengal. 

(2) 1be Additional District Magistrate (I..H·)/ 
Additional Iieputy Commissioner (L-R.)· .. . 

(3) The Settlement Officer, ....................... . 
.. : .......... ~ ... R. s~· o. 

41 

Subject : Recording of bargadars under section 
50 of the Land Reforms Act· · 

It has been envisaged in paragraph o of 
Board's Memorandum No. 12304(2}')-G·E., dated 
5th July ] 978 that where settlement operations 

~ under section 51 of the Land Reforms Act ha,·a 
not yet been taken up, recording of bargadars 
should be done under section 50 ibid. 

2. ~t has now come· to the notice of the 
Board that in such mauzas the persons deter­
mined as bargadars after proper enquires under 
section 50 read with rule 21(2) have not been 
brought into the records. 

3- Rule 21 of the Land Reforms Rules relat­
ing to maintenance of records under section 50 
of the Land Reforms Act has since been amend­
ed. The newlv inserted sub-rule 2 to rule 21 
authorises a Revenue Officer specially em­
powered to cause necessary enquiries includ­
ing field inspection, to decide whether a person 
is a bargad~r or not, to record an appropriate 

c: finding thereafter and. correct the records-of­
ri_ghts on the basis of his finding. 

.\: 4. As soon as. an enquiry has been made and 
a person determmed to be a bargad:u- on the 
basis of such enquiry, the Revenue Officer 
specially empowered should record the name of 
such person in the fir:st copy of the records-of­
ri~l:lts under section 50(e) of the Land Ref<>rms 
Act. 

5- Simultane.qusly, the particulars of sl!ch 
persons so recorded in the first copy should be 
furnished to the Settlement Wing for incorpora­
tion of their names in the settlement records in 
the appropriaif' stage under section 51 of the 
Land Heforms Act, when Revisional Settlement 
Operation in the n•auza is ta~en up. 

6. All ccncerned should be instructed 
accordingly. 

A. K- CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, lVest Benga_l. 

Memo. No. 16QQ/1(153)-G·E. 

Copy forwarded to the-
(1) Commissioner, .......................... . 

Division, ....................... . 
(2) Distrjct Magis.trate/Duputy Commissioner, 

... ./ ....................... . 
(3) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, ...... 

(4)' District Land Reforms Officer, ............. .. 

(5) Settlement Charge Officer, ................ .. 

(6) Subdivisional Officer, .......................... . 

for inforation and necessary action . 

(Sd·) Il~egible, 

Assistant Secretani. 

Cakut'ta, 
Board of Revenue, lVest Benr<al. 

The 13th February 1979. 

. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of ~evenue, West Bengal 

S~etion A·(L-), G. E. Bran~h. 

No- 5123(27)-G-E./474/78, dated Calcutta, 
· ~he 3rd May 1979 ' 

To:-
(1) The D. L. R· & S., West Bengal. 
(2) The Additional )District Magistrate (L·R·). 
(3) The: Additional Deputy Commissioner 

(L-R.) ........•. ; ............ . 
( 4) The Settlement Officer .................... . 

Subject : Recording of bargad~rs under section 
50 .of the Land Rl!["orms Act· • 

A referer¥:e is invited to Board's M;emo· 
No. 1600(27)-G·T·, dated 13th February 1979, 
regardnig recording of bargadar under sec­
tion 50 of ihe Land Reforms Act. 

2.1· There was some confusion about the 
scope of section 50(e) of the Land Reform~ Act 
and rule 21 of the Land Reforms Rules m lhe 
matter of recording of qargadarS· In order to 
make the position clear, a new sub.:.rule. namely, 
subcrule . (2) has been added to rule 21 [The old 
rule 21 has been remembered as rule 21(1)]. 
According to the newly inserted sub-rule, the 
Revenue Officer specially empowered may, on 
his own motion after giving the parties inter­
est~d an opportunity. of being heard,-

(i) cause neces_~;ary enquiries inclliding field 
inspection to decide wrether a person 
is a bargadar or not, 

(ii) record an appropriate finding. and 
. ' 

(iii) correct the tecords-<>f-rights on the basis 
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2·2· It may be k.ept.tn mind that even where 
the land-owner or,. the bargadar claiming as. 
such, makes an applic~tion for incorporation of 
change in records-of-rights on account of altera­
tion in the ·mode of cultivation, the Revenue 
Officer specially empowered may proceed to 
incorporate the chang~. if any, on his own 
motion. the application being . just source of 
information for him. 

I . 

2.3· It will appear from the abo~e that the 
Revenue Officer specially empowered may, .in 
course of maintenance . of the re~rds-of-rip;hts 
under section 50 of the Land Reforms Act, 
decide :the question relating to status of ..a barga­
dar and correct the records straightway. 

3·1. It may be mentioned in this connection 
that an officer appointed under section 18(1) of 
the- Land Reforms Act may, under s~ion 18(2) 
ibid, go into the question of status of a bargadar. · 
But this question must be in relation to an 
express dispute in respect of the matters men­
tioned in :;;ection 18(1) or otherwise, namety. 
matters referred to under section 21(3) .. An 
isolated question as to whether a person is a 
bargadar or not coming up during maintenance. 
of records-of-rights under section 50 on account 
of alteration in the mode of cultivation cannot 
be a subject-matter of adjudication under 
section 18(2) by an officer appointed under 
section 18(1). 

3·2. In view of the position indicated above, 
if, before recording, any question arises whether 
a pen:on is or is not a bargadar, such question 
should be settled under section 50(e) read with 
rule 21 (2) and not under section 18(2) as has 
been hitherto done ip. some districts· · 

( 
3.3. The distinction between the . provisions 

of section 50(e) and section 18(2) may be kept 
in mind· 

4. 'ibis should be brought to the notice of 
all concerned· 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Ofl;icer and Ex-officio Secratary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal· 

Memo. No· 5123/1(18)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the--

(1) Commissioner, .................. , .... . 

(2) Collector, ....................... . 

for information and necessary a~ion· 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
' 

SpeCiai Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bepgal· 

. ( 
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OPERATION BARGA-CLARIFICATION No. III 
GOVERNMENT. OF WEST BENGAL 

O~ee 'Of th~ Board of Revenue, West Benf(al 
Section A, G· & Braneh 

To-

No. 5091 (27)-G·E., dated Calcutta, 
the. 2nd \1av .i9 79. 

I 

< 1) The Director of , Lai'd Records and 
Sllrveys, \Vest BenR1 l. 

(2) The hddit!ow·l D1stri~t Magistrate 
(L·K·),, ................................. . 

(3) The Additional Deputy Commissioner 
CL·R.), ................................ . 

(4) The Settlement O_fficer, Revisional · 
Settlement Operll'tion .................... . 

Subject: Re~ording of. bargadars under section 51 
of the Land Reforms' A ct. 1!1 

In paragraph S of Board's Memo No· 12504(27)­
G·E·, dated 5th julv 1978. it was envisaged that' 
where settlement operations are in progress, the 

· names of the bargadars should be recbrded 
under section 51 of the Land Reforms Act· 
In mauzas where "Operatien Barp;a''' will 
be taken up the settlement records may 
be in the different stages of operation. 
In order that the names of the bargad&IS rnav be 
incorporatea ill the records at any stap;e prior 
:tQ final publication, the second proviso to 
clause 1 of Schedule A. of the Land Reforms 
Ru l.'es has been substituted by a new proviso· 
This Pr'lviso int~r alia provid~s that the; . Settle­
ment Officer may, either on h1s own mo~lon or 
on receipt of applicati9ns from others at arltJ. time 
bejo,*' (tnaL publication of the record~·-of-rtghts, 
dire.:t that the names of barp;adars shall be incN­
Por&ted in tht records-of-rip;hts bv the Revenue 
0 ffic'eT subordi.nate to him after holding Such ~ 
encl'\ry and iHter p;ivinp; the persons cl!iiming as 
bar'(adc:rs and the owners of the land concerned 
such ~pp,.,rtunitv of beinp; heard as i;he Revenue 
Officer may deem fit· 

.., 
2- This amendment authorises · the Revenue 

Offfc~e~ to enquire into the petitions suLmttted bv 
persons .claiming themselves to be bargadars and 
to record their names as such in the record~-of­
rights at any stage of settlement proceedHl:gs 
prior to final publication. Alsor <?n the authortty 
of this amendment the Revenue Officer may record 
the name of a barp;adar at anv tim.e in the inter­
vening period between two distmct stages of 
settlement operation· This also empowers the 
R~::ven• 1 e Officer to record the name of a b:irgadar 
in the records-of-rights even during the period of 
draft publ1cation. It shoul~ be n~ted that if a 
Lar~adar IS recorded at any time dunng ~hf> per10d 
of diaft publication there is !10 necesslty of ex­
tending the period of publication· It should· ~e 
clcarlv understood that the. net result of this 
affir~ndment is that the name _of a bargada;r n1av 
be tecorded in the record-of-rights at any t1m~ of 
the ~ettlement proceedings prior to final puhhca­
tion. But it should also be, remembered that 
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rec?rdinR of a bargadar's name should be. pre­
et:Ofd h a due enquiry and b·~· an Opportumtv of 
bein~t heard Riven to the landowner and tne person 
.whq claiims to be a barRadar· 

J. It is requested that this mav be bwuRht to 
the llo.tice of all cOnCerned· 

. . 
A.K.CHAKRABORTI. 

· Speci{Jl .Officer 'and Ex officio Secreta.,.ll, 
Board of Reuenu~, We:,t BenRal. 

Memo• No. 5091/1 ( 18)-G·E· 

Copy f Ol'warded to the--
( 1) Commission~r, ............... Division, 

................. ~ ... ' 
(2) District MaRistrate/Oeputv Comn.issioner, 

................................. , .. 
for information and necessary action. 

A. K· CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and ex officio Secrcarg, 

Board of Revenue, We:.t BenRal. 
Calcutta, 

Til€ 3 .. d Mav 1979· 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Ofilce of the Board of Revenue, West BenJCal 

Section A(l), Branch, G!E. 

No· 12800(15)-G·E./480/78, dated Calcutta, · 
the 14th July 1978 

To-The District Officers . .-------­

Sub : Qtdck disposal of bhagchas caseb 

It has come to the notice of Government that 
"' a large number· of bhagchas cases have been 

pending with Bhagchas Officers for a prettv lonlt 
tbne and thereby causing a great deal of hard­
ship to the bargadars concerned· Government 
consider that the purpose of the relevant provi­
sions of the West .Bengal Land Reforms Act will 
be defeated unless those pending cases are dis­
posed of speedily. 

A 11 Bhagchas Officers in • his district may, . 
therefore, be directed to make a special drive to 
ensure that all such pending cases are disposed 
of within a reasonable time through local en­
quiry. New cases to be filed should. as far as 
possible, be disposed of within a month from the 
date of filing. ' 

All the Junior Land Reforms Officers should 
he instructed accordingly·· 

J. R .SAHA, · 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue. West BenRal· 
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Memo· N>. 12800/1(70)-G·E. 

· Copy forwarded to the-
(1) · Co~sioners, ............... , ........... . 

DlVlSlODS· .....•••••••••••••••••....•••.....•• 

(2) Additional District Magist-rate ( L<md 
Reform.s)---------

(3) Subdivisional Officer,----­
for information. 

< 

J. R. SAHA, 
Secreta;Y:. 

Board of Revenue. West BenRal· 
Calcutta, 

The 14th July 1978. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the· Board of Revenu~, West Bengal • 

Seotion A(I), G·E· Branch 

No. 8581-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 12th July 1979 

, To-The Additional District· Magistrat~ (Land 
Reforms), Birbhum. " 

Subject; Persons working under ~'Hateli'' sustem 
of Cultivation-wheth!er can be iecord 

, as bargadar· 
I 

Reference: His D. Q. No. 5579-L.R., dated 26th 
M,ag 1979· , · 

The ·'undersigned is directed to say that the 
Legal Adviser and Joint Secretary, Land 
Utilisation and Reforms and Land and Land 
Revenue Department. , was consulted • in the 
matter referred, to in your D.O. cited above. His 
opinion is reproduced below: 

"Persons working under 'Hateli' system who 
t~e a . share of produce from any .land 
should be recorded as bargadars in res­
pect of those lands alone , (i.e·, the lands 
in respect of which they take share of 
~produce)· Those persons come squarely 
within the defirrltion of 'bargadar' in 
section 2(2) of the West Bengal Land 
Heforms Act". 

A. K. CJIAKRABORTI, 
Speciaf Officer .and· Ex officio Secretaru, 

Board of Revenue, West BenRal· 

Memo. No. 858,}/1(93)-G.E. 

Copy with a copy of D.O. No. 5579-L.R., dated 
26th May 1979. from ~dditional District Magis­
trate, Birbhum, torwar<\E:d to the 

( 1) Commissioner, ..... : ... Division,; ....... . 
(2) D!!\~cto~ of. Land Records and Surveys, 

~est Bengal (sufficient spares copies 
enClosed for distribution amonR. the 
Charge Officers)· j 
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(3) Distr.ict Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, 
,,,_ .................. _ ... , 

(4) Additional District Magistrate/Deputy 
Commissioner' (Land Reforms), (sufficient 
among the Junior Land Ref01·ms 
Officers), · 

( 5) Settlement Officer ................ : ... ,, ............ , 
(6) Subd.ivisional Land Reforms Officer, ...... , 

for information and necessary action· 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI. 
Special Officer and Ex officio Secretarr;, 

Board of Revenue. West Bcnszaf .. 
Calcutta, 

The 12th July 1979. 

D.O. No. 5579-L.R., dated ~uri, the 26th May 1979· 

My talk with you regarding the pattern of 
recording of the persons tilling land under the 
"Hateli'' system on 26th May 1979_ may kindly 
be recalled. 

The Junior Land Reforrr s 1 Hfice•, Nanoor, has 
reported that the "lfateli" system of cultivation 
prevails in Nanoor police-station in large area. 
Under this system one person i!i engaged by a 
landowner to cultivate a fixed quantum of land 
to raise crops of different varieties thereon. In 
lieu of his labour be is paid some cash varying 
from 50P. to Re. 1 per working day along with 
two meals· Further he is allowed to take 50 per 
cent, of the prOdt.ce f Oir. a fixed portion of the 
land included in the quantum of land he is tq 
cultivat& He has furnished two specific cases. 
Those two petitions are enclosed herewith· The 
Land AdvisoJ:Y Sub-Committee of the Local 
Panchayat Samity acting as Blo~k Land Reforms 
Advisory Committee has adopted a re:aolution that 
cultivators under the "Hateli" system should be 
recorded as bargadars. A copy of the said 
resolution is enclosed herewith· 

Since the legal position on the type of treat­
ment to be given to these cultivators is not quite 
clear to us an early instruction may kindly be 
issued as to how they should be treated under 
the law so that the interests of these cultivators 
are safeguarded at the time of preparation of the 
records-of-~ights· 

A copy of a lette~ received from Junior Land 
Reforms Officer, Nanoor, is also enclosed here­
with. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

N. GHOSAL,' 
Additional District MaRiStrate and 

Additional Collector, Birbhum· ' 

Shri D. Bandopadhyay, 1-A.S., Land ;Reforms 
Commissioner. West Bengal. 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of. the Board of Revenue~ West Bengal 

' Section A(I), G.E. Branch ... 
To-The Dire,ctor of Land Records and Surveys. 

West Bengal, · · 

Subject : Question of Existence of barRadar ~n 
· veS(etable growinR land· 

RefereP.ce : Memo No. 635/26998-70/R/79, dated 
15th June '1979, from ihe Settlement Officer, 

24-Parganas. 

~~o. 10488-G·E-/454/79, dated the 18th August 
' 1979 

the ·undersigned is directed · to ' say · that 
"bargadar" as defined in section 2(2) of the West 
Bengal Land . Reforms Act , is not confined to 

·persons engaged. only in paddy or wheat cultiva-
r ~ion, but those engaged irf any cultivation, a , 
share of the produce Of which is delivered by 
the eultivation to the owner of the land. will 
come under the purview of the said definition. ~ 
In Chapter III of the Act which deals with the 
matters relating to bargadars there is also no 

; mention as · to the particular produce· So, vege­
table cultivation fulfilling the requii-ements of a 
bargadar are also bargadars under the law unless 
and untll the Act is amended so as to exclude · 
the vegetabl~ cultivation from the purview pf 
the Act· 

Settlement Officer, 24-Parganas, may be \ 
informed- 1 

, Illegible, 
Special Officer and Ex officio Secretaru, 

Board of Revenue. West Bengal· 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

LandUtilisation and Reforms and Land and {.and 
.,. . 

/ Revenue Department, Land Reforms Branch 

No. 3047()·8)-L· Ref·, dated Calcutta, the -17th 
August 1978 

. To-The Additional Dicti-ict Magistrate (Land 
Reforms/ Additional . Deputy Commissioner 
(Land Refo:rms) ............. · ............................. . 

Subject : Use of proper designation of tf:~ officer 
dealing with matters concerninR bargadars· · 

The undersigned is directed to state that it has 
coine to the notice of the Government that some 
officers. "do not use the correct designation while 

· dealing with proceedings involving b·argadars· 
In particular, it was found that one officer, 
passing an order in respect of bargadars. used the 
designation "Bhagchas Officer"· The Hon'ble High 
Court struck down the proceedings for use of 
thhr illegal designation. ' 

!J 

') 

I , 
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2· In order to remove any doubt or confusion 
that might exists, this 'is to state that. the term 
'-Bhagchas Officer" is not a legal term and so it 
should not be used in the transaction · of any 
official business· The correct designation shall 
be as follows : 

(a) while passing an order under sub­
section (1) of section 17 of. · the West 
Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, the 
officer shall write . his designation as 
''Officer under sub-section (1) of sec­
tion 17 of the West Bengal, Land 
Reforms Act. 1955"; 

(b) while passing an order under sub-sec­
tion (2) of the said section, the officer 
shall write his designation as "Prescrib­
ed authority -under sub-section (2) of 
section (2) of sectibn 17 of the West 
Bengal tand Reforms Act, 1955"; · 

(c) while passing an order under sub-sec­
tion ( 1) of section 18- of the said Act, the 
officer shall write his designation as 
"Officer under sub-section (1) of sec­
tion. 18 of the West Bengal Land 
R~forms Act, 1955"; and 

(d) ah officer passing an order under 
section 19B of the said Act shall . 'Write 
his designation as "Officer s~ially 
·empowered under sub-section (1) of 
section 19B of the West Bengal Land 
Reforms Act, 1955". 

3. It should be impressed upon the officers/ 
authorities under Chapter III of the West Bengal 
Land Reforms. Ac.t....-1.955, that they are not 
"Courts" though they exercise certain powers of 
a Civil Court under the Code of Civil P..rocedure, 
1908. They should not, therefore, describe 
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themselves ~ "Courts" and so all emblems, 
rubber stamps, notice boards. etc., containing the 
worc,i "Court" shpuld be .removed· · 

4. He is requested to draw the attention of 
all officers concerned, particularly the Junior 
Land Reforms Officers, so that the proper and 
correct designation of the officers are henceforth 
stated in matters concerning bargadars. . ~ 

. 5. All ·the Junior Land Reforms. Officers 
sh~ld 1 be provided .....with fOur sets of rubber 
stamps ·of above descriptions. 

T. GHOSH, 
Deputy Secretary to the 

Gn\''rnmer!t o/ UJ~~t Bent<al. 

No. 3037/1(28)-L. Ref. 

Copy forwarded for information and necessary 
action to the-

( 1) Commissioner,. , .. - ... ~ •. Di-vision. 
(2) Collector ....... 1 .................... . 

(3) Secretary, Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
(-!) Director of Land Records and Surveys. 

West Bengal. 
(5) Settlement Officer, .......... :····- ' 

Calcutta, 

T. GHOSH, 
Deputu Secretaro to the 

r:;o~.erllme-tt of West Ben~tal. 

The 17th August 1978· 

···-...:., 

'~ 
·-- ~ 
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CHAPfER IV 

Exerpts from I).Q. No. 4907 (41)-LBC, 
dated 24th April 1978, from Land 

Refo1·ms Commissioner, 
Wes-4: Bengal 

[ ro give institutional cover to the new assig­
nees of vested lands and the share-croppers, in 
order to enable them snap their age-old client­
patron relationship with the money-lender, the 
landowner and the merchant, is a task which re­
quires collaborative effort on the part of various 
departments . including financial insti\utions, 
both· in the nl:l-tionalised and co-operative sectors· 
·we have alreadv initiated discussions at the 
Stc.te level with representatives of nationalised 
banks to provide credit to bargadars and assig­
nees of vested land during the coming .kharif 
season· I shall write to you shortly about it· 
Obviously. the role of the Collector. as a co-ordi­
nc.tor will come up in a big way in this major 
effort.] 

working in his block· The list of bargadars and 
the· assignees· of vested Ian~ will be prepared by 
the Settlement Officer and the Additional District 
Magistrate (Land Reforms); 

4. This opportunity may be taken for intensi­
fying "Barga Operation'', for identification of 
genuine unrecorded bargadars and issue of certi­
ficates to them along with the scheme of finan­
cing of ~hare-croppers. This will Sive a tremen­
dous boost to the whole operation as the l>arga­
dars will see the direct benefit that flows to the 
recorded bargadars- · 

5. We have a big task .-ahead. In the coming 
kharif season we have to cover at least four lak.hs 
new bargadars and assignees of vested land bv 
. bank finance. Our administrative machinery 

· has to be geared up to meet the challenge. Dur­
ing this rabi season it has been decided to cover 
140 lakh bargadads/Patta-holders in the whole 

,~ State· We are leaving it to you to decide your • 
own target. The main thrust of the programme 

D-0· Nl. ,18457(6)-G-E., dated Calcutta, will. be to bring this t~get group in direct con­
tact with. the financial institutions to snap irre-

the 13th·November 1978 vocably the umbilical cord of usury that con-~ 
. . . . . nects the exploited with the exploiter· 

You already know the importance that the 
State Government attaches to the financing of 6. I shall be grateful if you kindly keep me 
the bargadars and the assigne~s of vested land intormed of the action that you are taking in 
by the banking system. you had some expe- making bank finance available for share-croppers 
rience of organising bank finance in the. pilot and assignees of vested lands for the· current 
project area in your district during the last k~a- rabi season· 
rif season for the bargadars/vested land ass1g- With best )Vishes, 
nees. We have now to extend the coverage for Yours sincerely. 
the rabi season· The main constraints to the · · -----~- D BANDYOPADHYAY 
ex tension of bank credit coverage will be the Land Reforms Commissi;ner 
availability of assured source of irrigation for the and Additional Member, 
rabi crop and the winter paddy (boro)· Kindly Board of Revenue. West Bengal-
form composite teams . for each._b_lock. as was . . . ~ __ 
done in .the last occasion, for idenl~attun dim--~- D1stnct MagiS?-~a~e/ ------
sponsoring_ of the cases of prospective l<;>anees Deputy CoiDm1SslOner. 

~-~ongst the share croppers and ass1gnees . 
of vested land· Apart from giving purely short-~~ 
term crop loan to these two cate ·. ''fro:- · · Memo. No- 18457/1(35)-G.E. 
mers you mAY ask the b rov1de cred1t . 
fn .. .:mKing -o£ .. ..tutl.l.D-"' u ewell on the land be-- Copy forwarded to--
longing to a l'atta-holder. There m~y I)e an ob- (1). Shr" D N Gh h ·Ad·· Instituti.onal'' 
jection that he will not have sufficient land in . . 1 

· · os ' nser, 
one chunk for utilising the water from his tube- '"' F~ance and Secretary (ex officio), 
well. But he ·can easily sell the water for irri- F~ance Department. 
gation purpose to his affluent neighbours anfl (2) Shr1 S. K- Ghose, Secretary, Agariculture 
thereby augment his meagre source of inr~.me· and Community Development Depart-
Alternatjvcly, if there are ·compact land holdmgs ment. 
u"·ned by several bargadars/assi~Pcs of vested (3) Shri M· Bhattacharyya. Secretary Ani-
lands· then the possibility of si;'lking a shallow mal Husbandry and VeterinarY Ser-
tubewell with joint owner.s~lliP m1ght be.explored· vices-

2- Kindly holCI your District Level Co-ordina­
tion Committee meeting immediately, id~ntify 
the ;:~reas where you will undertake the opera­

. Hon and fix the target for each bank's branch 
commensu~te with the inf!'astructure facilities 
of the branch and the administra~j.ve support 
that you can give to the banking system. 

3- Subdivisional Officer's should play a cru­
cial role in launching and mbnitering the pro· 
gramme in their, respective areas. The Block 
Development Offiter ;will be the key personnel 
to take the leadership of the composite teams 

(4) Shri A. K· Chatterjee, Secretary, Co-ope­
ration Department. 

(5) Shri s. p. Mallick, Secretary. Panchayat 
Department· 

(6) Shri B. K. Sarkar, Director of Land Re­
cords and Surveys, West Bengal. 
(spare copies enclosed for distribution 
alnong S.R.O s concerned)-

(7) Shri D. K: Ghosh, Registrar. Co-opera­
tive Societies. 

(8) Shri c. R. Guha Mazumdar, Commis­
sioner, Burdwan Division. Chinsurah. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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some. recorde~ sharecroppers an~ assignees of 
vested lands in 23 selected cUsters. The · experi­
ruent was bt' e1 d ,large encourag~:-t t· The ,dl'fi­
c ,lties t'nc..o• ntued were, however, '>f an adminic:.­
trative nature and at the operationallP.vel onJy. 
The Governmf'l.t ·of India, in appreciation of 
these difficulties, h'>ve urgea On the cOmmercial· 
banks to strengthen their filed staff with a view 
to acceleratinK the programf!le for the next kharif 
season. 

3· The State Cover11ment desire to have a 
greater number of sharecrorpers and assignees 
of vested lsnds to br ~o,--,cd hv the nex:t kharif 
season, 1979· With this end in view, 11 banks 
have been requc..:.terl to get the'llSClves involved ·in 
the programme. ~ht- hanks have accordingly 
furnished a list indicH~in!'" the branches from 
which thev will operate and the number of new 

,bocrownl accounts . that each branch will handle 
during the next kharif season, 1979. A C:lPY c.f 
the ~aid list has been given to the · Additional 
Di~trict MaRistrates· (Land Reforms) anJ Settle- · ' 
m~>nt Officers on 21st April 1979 at the meeting 
held at Hai Bhavan Council Chamber. A similar 
cOpy. arranged districtwise,. is being sent to the 
District Magistrates. We are in communication 
with the banks for increasing the target of· 
tinancinl{ uf sharecroppers and assignees of vested 
lands and a supplementary list will follow. . 

· 4· The 'detailed administrative prOcedure as· 
setlled in the meeting held on 21st April 1979 
for thP. implementation of the scheme is given 
bellow : 

(i) District Magistrates will please send the 
relevant portions ·of all the. bank's list 
concerning each block to the respectiive 
Block Development Officers by 7th May 
1979 so that the Block Development 
Officers in their turn can collect the 
required number of loan applications 
forms from the concerned bank branch. 

(ii) Additional District Magistrates (Land 
Reforms) will please send the relevant 
portion of the bank's list concerning 
each block to the respective Subdivi­
siorial Land Reforms Officers (Subdivi­
sional Land Reforms Officers- II where 
there is no Subdivisional Reforms 
Officers) by 7th May 1979, so that the 
Subdivisional Land Refo~ms Officer 
(Subd1visional Land Reforms Officers II 
where necessary)· can collect the names 
and other particulars of shar~oppers 
and asignees of vested land from both 
Land Reforms and Settlement wings. 

(iii) Settlement Officers will pleflse instruct 
their concerned Circle Officers to supply 
the li..crt of· such sharecroppers to the re6-
pective Subdivisional Land 1\eforms. 
Officers· 

(iv) Subdivisional f..and Reforms Officer's 
(Subdivisionai Reforms Officers II where 
necessary) will please send one copy of 
the said list· ot sharecroppers and ~­
ness of vested lands to the concerned 

bank branch. and one COPY' to the con­
cerned Block Development Officer _ by 
15th May 1979. 

(v) Block Development Officers who are the 
Executive Officers of the Panchayat 
Samity will then nand over the required 
number of loan applications forms with 
the list of prospective borrowers (with 
particulars of ·sharecroppers and 
assignees of vested lands as received 

· from the Subdivisional Land Reforms 
Officers {Subdivisional Reforms Officers 
II where necessary) to- the concerned 

. Gram Panchayat by 21st May 1979. 
(vi) The concerned Gram Panchayat will 

then ascertain the wiUingness of •the 
sharecroppers and the assignees of vest-
ed lands (as per the list received by the 
Gram Panchayat from the Block 
Development Officer (Executive Officer) 
tc take bank loans. They may consult 
the Panchayat Samity members wher­
ever necessary~ The ·Gram . Pan~hayat 6 

will also ·get "No Default Certificates" 
from the Managers of the Co-operative 
Banks from the officials concerned , in 
case of other banks. Gram Panchayat ~ 
will then get the loan application forms 
filled in by th:e willing borrowers who 
are alw not defaulters on any loan. The 
. Gram Panchayat will then arrange to 
send. the completed loan application 
forms to the ·respective bank's branch 
through the Executive Officer ' of the 
Panchayat Samity by 7th Jqne 1979. 

(vii) Banks .-on receipt of the loan application 
forms from the Executive OUicer of the 
Panchayat Samity will indicate the date 
when the Gram Panchayat or Panchayat 
Samity members will bding the prospe~-

. tive borrower to the local" bank branch 
concerned for receiving the bank loan. 

(viii) Photographs of the borrowers may be 
taken at the bank's branch on the date 
of disbursal ~f the laon· Identification a 
of the borrowers may be done bv the mem­
bers of the Gram Panchayat or Panchayat 
S.amity .which would present the brrow~r'> 
before the bank· -

5· -Banks are being requested to completP. nece­
sarv formalities so that the actual financing starts 
frOm 15th June 1979 and is over bv 30th JUne 1979. 

6· This issues in consultation with the Board 
of Revenue and the Department of Panchayat and 
Community Development. , 
, 1. Please acknowle~ge receipt of this letter· 

Yours faithfully, 
D· N· GHOSH 

Memo. No. 194{41) Bank/1(.)/B-38/79 

Copy forwarded for information and necessary 
section to the-

( 1) The Secretary, Development and Planning, 
GOvernment of West BenRal, Rai Bhavan. 

(2) The Land Reforms CQmmissoner, Govern-
ment of West Bengal. s: 

.,. r 
( 
I 
' 
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(3) The Secretary, AgriCulture Department, 
Government of W~st Bengal. · 

'(4.)' The Secretary, Panchayat and Communi~y 
Development Department, Povemment of 
West Bengal. . 

(;) Commissioner, .................. Division.,········· 

(6) The Secretary, Co:gperation , Department, 
Government of West Bengal· 

(7) Registrar of. Co-operative Societies, Govern· 
ment of West Bengal, New Secretariat 
Building, Calcutta. 

(8) The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal, Survey Buildings, Alipore· 

(9) T,he Principal Agriculture Officer ........... . 

The 27th April 1979· 
D· N. GHOSH 

Memo· ·'Jo· HH(41) Bank/2(11)/B-38/79 

Copy forwarded to ................................ · 
for information and necessary action. Necessary 
directions to the concerned bank branches may 
kindlv be issued keeping in view the abOve target 
dates: A copy of the instructions issued bv the 
banks to its branches may also be forwarded to 
the . District Magistrates, Additional Dist~ict 
Magistrates (Land Recbrds), Settlement Officer 
and to this Department quoting the Memo. number 
of this letter· as reference· 

The 27th ·April 1979. 

Yours faithfully. 
D· N-GHOSH. 

f~~~. 

~ ~ 9fl~li11'SW1~ ~~ ~ ~~ '<I'Jl$ 'l!rq 
~f~~~~~~~.~l ~ 
9ffiib~<i'" ~~ m '~"'15'!13' ~ ~~1tfll ~~~ 
~ ~ ~3f9~ ~ ~ ~~~;>j . 'fi!Cfl ~~!t/JT 
t1tM ~IS t<ifXf I ~~ ~~ . ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
'IIIIRtC*~ ~ <lit$ C~ ~· "ifq ~ ~~ilt1r 
<IC*!I<N! ~ icpc~C~;>j I ~ ~ ~~ ~ 
~~ ro~ ~ ~ .;;lbiSfC;>j~ ~~ c9f~ 
;::n I 'i!i<J~ ~~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
a~ ~ a<iSd . ~<IS61 ~ ;::n ~ ~~~ .g 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 9fl~lliflt'A'A ~ ~ 
tlr~C~I -

9!fi~~~ ~ ~~. C"tlb~1~ ·~ '~ 
~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ t~rq n r.mr "RT -.n 
.~ ~~· ~ ~ '"li~I111C'A'AI ~ ~ ~ 
:j:P<IISfC4'A ~ -~~ fflm ~ ~~~ ~ 9ffft•ct41 
;;u~ "<m ~I 

49 
.. 

~~~ ol~lit<i> c~ m ~ ·~ ~~~ s=t~;qsl:sfl 
· ~~~ ;n;::n 1Stl%lstm ~rn m ~~ ~~ ~ 
~~ ~. <1>11fq ~~ ~I ~9ff;r ~ 
~ ~. <u1t$ ~ .~ c9f~.~ ID~ ~~M 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~I f<f, ffl; ~. ~~ C~ 
;(f~\3~~~~~~~ 
~r~. ~ '~ ~ ~·~ ~ ~~~<IS ~~ 
1611C<i.-r;:l ~~ <iJlC$ 9f1ftm CI1C<r4' I ~ ~~ 

. ~~ ~~ "<m ~~ ~ f<f. N;, ~ ~ ~~<IS ~~~ 
~ 9ft;~' R i!T !('ta:r <liiRla>tCti i!'lf'Sffl ~~ CS1l;1 
~ P.<i'if;r~ <If <ilii!:I~C~'A '<l'if'!f ~ ~I ~ 

. fm<ii ~ .;j~ "<m :m~ ~ ·~~ ~~ ~­
~'A'~ CI1Bf ~. Prnt ~'rn C'I1Rr ~ ;;rr, ~­
.§!~ ~ 161Ma>tCti . t1Cf1T ~·~ <mt$ m-<FT ~ · ~ I 

l6l1fir iSflf.f, ~· stf.~ ~~ '~ <r>rn~ Sff~ 
~- co:r~m ~; 'i!i<i' 9f'ql~ 'S11519ff~ r~ .:~ 
~ ~~ ~~ 13 ~J·~I ~ 
.§!~ ~tJm ~~ ~= .g i!iilfiir ~ ;(f~ ~ 
9fl~li11'SIC<P emi't~ ~ ~ C\Stll!li11C~~ llll~ t~ 
~-m~-~. ~ ~ "<C<i' 9ffi~ ~~ '~ 
~l:fJTOOr ~ i ~~ ~~ ~ IS ~l ~ ~ 
~~~ ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ f41~1 

ar~r~~. 

~ 

f.r-:m cr5t~' 
~. 

~. Siiijl<i"<l~ ~ ~~~ .§lq~ 
~ ~ . ~;;.~ f<flmsr. 

"'fiib:j<l'f ~ I 

q~ ~ 'i11~111H:ICI1~ ~ ~ .cnl1ri 'l!rq ~ 
,F<Nrn .. ~\61'Mt ~ ~~~m ~~ ~ ~~ 
·~<i'lf~ ~~~ 1 ~ ~~ re~ ~~ ~ 
Rr~ 13 ~~xm ~ ~~ 

~~· ff;ft'A' ~ 1611~ ~~ ~mt~ c~q ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ 91t~tlift~ci1'A ~~ !tim ~ 
f<ls 9fRrmq <ilt1ri lllfq ~~m ~ ~~~ a:rtJij f~ ~ 
~ .§!~ ~ ~ ~Gfrl .§! ~ "!lajiC11~ 
~It~ 'ICfNrt t~ ::i!i;qil~ "CfJI$ lllfq ~ "'fi'b~<l'f" 
~ ~<P'$ ~ ~~ ~ 1611~ ~I 
~ . 

"'fiib~<iet!~ 9fC4C'AI$ ~ ~ '<I'Jl$ 
'l!rl:f ~ Wli>T ~~ fter C!~,b'\!>C1 I ~~ ~ 
~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~tr.~Btr~ t1ml ~~ 
~ '<iJ1t$ coq ~ ~ 1 "'fi'b:j<lC'f '111§1111~ 
~ ;:fl~ oMl111C'A11 ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ -
~I ~ l!itmstllr WJiij ~ W ~ 
~- 9frb1SfC;>j'AIS ~I 11:~ ~ "!l~ICiif~ 
~ ~ 'P!Gf ~ f.r, .§!~ '*C~ ~ ~I 
~ ~4\SI'f 'l1fin:r ~ C~ .~ c~ T Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 

    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 



9ff"B~<IC!ll! ~ ~·~ ~ f<l'<lrn ~·IS~~ ~~ 
~ ~I ·<;!li~ .i~ ~~ t11-rT ~ 
~· ~~ t:trf~W '!(~T ~~ 9fi;R ~ ;n I 
m \!;ff'mH ~;r ~rn o:n, ~t t<Jr.i <IT~ ~ 
~~ ~~ ·~'li>r ~~.- ~ alilil~'f ~~ ~ 
<rrR1f. ?rf~ ~IDtg"~ ~<i'~ ~T ~ ~ Jl11:fT;fJ I 

~~-s c~·-s ~m ~~ ~rnm ~(f_Jfll<1 9f~~ 
9f~ ~~T C9fClf~ Pflt[Jt;l" ~ ~~ C~~ <r>fto:r 
~ f;:l\1 <r~~ r"f~ ?flY~ ~T ~ ·~ 9f~~ 
J111<W~n $~ ~r::rr;n ~ c~~~ f;r~ -~~<r ~ 
~I ~ 

50 

~ ~r ~<~~" m~ ~ ~ ~~ ~Tf~ Cl'f. ~ 
\!ifl<rrn ~t9f;rftl1~ 11T~'Z: 1~, ~~ ~ ·~•I@l11, 

<r::t.:rro:f ·~r:-,rm;;r~ \!T~\9'-!>1~ ~~ ~T~ ~ , 

~· l!!Ff ~ ai'tl>f ?f~"f ~ ~Bf \51Yrf<l11l .:rt ~ I 
~Tm ~~rn~m . -:?:IT9fOTfCq~ f<l'~rf.~ ~T;rt<l' j 

~BI ~<fi~ <F~, ·~Rft <J'TT1'{i ~.~ ~ •bl'!lT ~ 
~~~ ~ ~(f_~ ~ .£!~ ~~ <rrn <m:R I .i 
·~ lllr~21~\!llc"t'!l ~ .<Fe~ 'C"f<<'Br 111firw ~rnt~· 
ac\!l"<iP'!l, \!l1 ~ ~~ ·~~ t"'T11 ·~. ~~ ~ 
~ <n<.:r -~ .i <1>~\S ·~~ ~~ <fif.-mr 
tl1\Sm ~rn 1 .i~ ~ ~\S ' Gllft:f ~~ 
j'fl(~Tf$'f\!lt 15~ I . . 

~\S ~ ~ ~- ~rnf~~~~ frit:rt 
~ .:rr1 ~~~ 

f4;{!~ 

f<l;rn co=t~~. 
~,.: .. 

~~ j'f~ \S j'f~~ ~<r~ 
m \S 15f~.;.~~ f<r~t•1, 
~ 9ff~ ~<fil'!ll 

<l'slT"tRf \S ~C"f~ ~:;;,q:;;, ~ ~ ~ lllr~ <f':h!rfl'il f<r<l"!l¢1' 

(~~~ ~~ ~:;;,q~ ~~) . . 

---·------~ -· 

(~) ~ 8-98,[Sf;:rT 17,1!)~0 

(~) ~.3~T ~.1.!1~~ 

(~) ~Ml1T<I'i"'f q,~oo 

(8) .:rfl1111 q,~qo 

(~) <rl:fm.:r ~~.~\!10 

(1.!1) ~Sff~ q,~~q 

(q) ~~ti .\. 1.!116~0 

(17) <llflT ~~~~ 

(~) ~arnl ~.1.!1~~ 

(~o) ~~~ 8,;:,17~ 

(;:,~) ""flf~~~ ;,,;,;,a 

(;:,~) C<fiTDf~ q,;:,~q 

(~~) "if~ ~'111 8,qqo 

(~8)· m?.fl11 ~.qqa-

(~~) ~~9£fw ~.;:,1.!10 

q~,b'~q 

9f~~~,<fi~ 

~<r~ 11~~ <li{C1r' 
c~~ 9fl§TI11~ \S <~s'n-

"ft~ ~~lt!JT 

~.~oo 

~a-16 

~.~~16 

. 1.!1,17~8 

.,. 17,000 

~.~~16 

~.ql7~ 

~.8178 

;:,,17~~ 

~.017~ 

~817 

q,o;:,8 

8,8~q 

8,17178 

\!1\!10 
--.-

~ ~17,;;,817 

---

~o,a-~.ooo 

~~ 9fl\S~T ·~-~ ~ 

16,~q,oqo. qs 

8, 16q,~b'a-

16,8~.~~8 

;:,,~16.~;:,a­

~~ 9fT\S:aT ~ ~· t .. 

;:,o,~;:,,ooo 

Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 



D. (). No. F-2-97/78-AC/1290/VlP/FM/79, 
September 25, 1979 

\ 

My deat: Jyoti Basu, 

As your are no do~bt aware, the public 
sector banks have been advised by us in the 
past to &tren~hen, wherever necessary, t,heir 
field staff and maitain better co-ordination with 
the State agencies so that the programme of 
financipg the share-cropners gets necessary acce• 
leration· · 

2. It has been reported by. the Restrve Bank' 
that during a meeting the State Government 
~fficiaJs had with representativ~s of banks some 
time a~oto for finalising the programme of financing 
the share-croppers, the banks representatives had 
agreed to finance about 75,000 farmers through · 
their btanches. It is quite likely that some hanks 
may be facing diffii:ulties in advancing loans to 
such shate-croppers. For example, against the tar-

e get of 4,455 recorded share-croppers and assigness 
of vP.st<>d lands to be financed through 72 rural 
branches of the/Uuited Commercial Bank, the Grall_l 
Panchavats had sponsored only 3,323 loan appll· 

• cations of the targeted groups tilL the end of August 
1979· While this m~v not be regarded as a large 
shortiall It illustrates the nature: of the prol>lt!m 
facing tht- bahks. The United Commercial Ba.nk 
was able to finance 2,686 farmers ; of the remain­
ing, some wNe having dues .with other. finan<;ial 
institutions or were not mterested 1ll gettmg 
credit- · 

3- While we propose to advise the banks, once 
again to maintain close liaison with the local S'.;ate 
Government officials and to ensure that a larger 
number of share-.::roppers ~e cov:ered b~ .them, 
you mdv also like to issue s~Itable mstr!-lctlons to 
t'lt:' StatP Government agencieS to expedite record­
i~g of unrecorded share-croppers in the State a:t:td 
to render all possible assistance to the banks m 
identifying such share-croppers-

With best regards, 

Shri )vott Basu. 

Yours Sincerely, 
H N- BAHUGUNA 

Finance Minister, Indta. 

Chief Minister, West Bengal-

D. o. ~o- FDM/364/79, da.ted October 16, 1979 

Dear Shri Bahuguna, . . . 
MaY I refer to your D· 0. letter No· F -2-97 /~8-

.\C/1~90/VIP /FM/79, dated Septeml?er 25_, Hl ,_9, 
io our Chief Minister, as well. as ourdiscuss10ns m 
New Delhi on October 14, 1979 ~ 

1 appreciate the concern. of the Union qo.vernment 
for the rural poor in our Sta.te. · W,e const~er hmd 
reforms asl the basic element m any purp~stve pland 
of rural development. That is why we ,IJ.ave launch;e 

m the " Operation Barga -for masstve 
a pr~$ram rilie names of share-croppers within a 
~~c:r,~ ~i~e ~pan. Similarly, we have laun<:h~ a drive, 
with the help of the Panchayat orgamsattons, . for 

.51 

., 

distributing immediately agricultural land declared as 
surplus consequent to the enforcement of land ceiling 
legislation. Thot.Jgh the progress so far has not been 
to our entire satisfaction, we have been able to record 
approximately 7,50,000 share..:Croppers through the 
" Operation Barga ". Landed interests are opposing 
this programme openly, and are resisting it through 
diverse means, · including recourse to the judicial 
process. But we are determined to push the programme 
through. i · 

~·. 

Mere recording the names of share-~roppers . would 
not however help them much, unless institutional 
credit could be made available to them. Hence we 
wanted .to cover at least 4,00,000 share-croppers and 
assignees of vested lands during the current kharif 
season·by advances from the commercial banks. After 
a lot of persuasion, the managements of the ban'k& at 
the State lev.el agreed to open . 79,837 new borrowal 
accounts for share-croppers and assignees of veste<;t 
lands. Though the coverage was rather low, since 
the banks would do no more, we agreed. 

You mentioned that there has been some shortfall 
in sponsoring applications to the commercial· banks. 
We are aware of .it. Up to 31st August 1979 the 

· Panchayats could ,sponsor 59,948 loan applications. 
The inability ·of the banks to cover the bulk of the 
share-croppers left the Panchayats with the difficult 
task of selecting a few from amougst the deserving 
many. But that was not· an insurmountable impedi- . 
ment. Reports we have received-both from Panchayat 
and official sources-indicate that the experience 
with the banks at the operational level in most cases 
was rather exasperating. I would not burden you with 
all the details of what had happened, but would 
enumerate a few points to show what problems were . 
f~ced in sponsoring cases of deserving share-croppers. 

I ' 

ft was left to the banks to suggest the area as well · 
as the' number of share-croppers and assignees of vested 
lands to be covered. The areas picked· up by the 
banks were not always the areas where there was heavy 
concentration of share-croppers and assignees of vested 
lands. Requests were made to . the banks to adopt a 
flexible attitude about the area of operation, so that 
deserving pe,ople near the periphery of the "adopted" 
areas could be covered. Some banks agreed, others 
did not, and even those who did often failed t6 
c~unicate the message down the line, resulting 
n the exclusion of a large humber of eligible 

beneficiaries. 

Though the 'kharif cultivation is primarily a rain-fed 
one, a large number of Branch Mana~ers of banks 
insisted on nnanci~g only in the irrigated areas. · 

Even though, at the State level, the management of 
banks did not insist on any collateral security or 
guarantors, a number of Branch Managers demanded 
such collateral, thereby frustrating the 'effort of the 
Panchayats · an4 Revenue Officers in sponsoring loan 
cases. Some of the. banks. took the decision to finance 

. only those share-croppers a~d assignee~ ofvested Ian~s 
who were members of Prmiary Agricultural Credtt 
Societies. This stance created a lot 'of problem; in 
many cases applications could not be sponsored because 
potential beneficiaries. were not members of such 
societies. 

Further, it was agreed at the State level that default 
of any Government· dues by any .~h~e-c_roppers o_r 
assignees should not be treated as mstJtUtJonal credtt Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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default; many Bank Mana~ers however demanded 
certificates from revenue officials to the effect that the 
applicants did not have any Government _dues.. Whe~ 
the kharif lending programme was finalised · m Apnl 
-1979 in consultation with the ·participating banks, 
these questions had not been raised _by the~. I would 
not increase the number of such Illustrations, but I 
would end up by citing an absurd case where Managers 
of a particular bank in a particular district insisted 
that the share-croppers should be below 50 years of 
age to be eligible for loans. 

While continuous efforts were being made at the 
district and the State levels to sort out the various 
problems, real or imaginary, raised by the management 
of banks at different tiers, the bankers as. a whole 
took a most negative attitude SM>n after a Single Bench 
Judgment of the Calcutta .Hi~h Court ":a~ reported 
in the language press questlonmg the _val~?tty of ~he 
certificate given to the sharecroppers ~unng O~e~atwn 
Barga". The judgment did not question the vahdtty of 
the law or the procedure of recording of share-cropJ>t:rS 
as laid down in the law and the rules. But for a whlle 
bankers as a whole almost refused to do anything 
further regarding the financing of share-croppers. It 
took about a month to explain to the banks the exact 
legal import of the judgment, against which the State 
Government immediately preferred an appeal. Valuable 
time was lost, which seriously affected the progress 
of the programme. 
5
It is not my intentjon to make a complai_nt and . I 

hope you will not take it as such. But there IS a basic 
attitudinal problem with the management of some of 
the banks when they are asked to finance smalJ men 
in large numbers accustomed as . they are to finance 
big men in smal! numbe,rs. It ~1s, ~rhaps, for t~e 
first time in Indta that the nationalised commerctal 
banks and the State Bank of India have been made ~o-' 
finance the poorest of the poor in the rural sector m 
such a large number under the aegis of a State 
Government. We are most serious about this 
programme. We have introduced a "zero rate of 
interest" scheme whereby we are subsidising t~e entire 
interest 'on such loans given by the banks provtded the 
share-croppers and the. assignees return. ~e advaD:ces 
within the stipulated period. The dtstnct offictals 
and the Panchayat bodies . have been ad':'ised to . h~lp 
the banks in every possible way both m screemmg 
and sponsoring loan applications as well as for 
recovering these loans in time. 

Now that you are taking so much interest in the 
scheme, I hope your Ministry would advise the banks 
to make up the shortfall of 20,000 borrowal acco~n~ 
in the coming rabi season and to take a more reabsttc 
view on the scale of finance. I also hope to have 
your assurance that t!le banks woul? continue with 

. this scheme as an on-gomg programme m the subsequent 
seasons too. We··want to cover the bulk of the share­
croppers and the assignees. of vested Ian~ by ba~k 
finance and thereby irreversibly rupture thetr ties ~tth 
the rU..al 'explo~ters-tpe landowners and the ~ahajans. 

With regards, · 

Yours sincerely, 
ASHOK MitRA, 

Minister. Finance, Development 
and Planning and Excise, 

West !Jenga/. 
Shri H. N. Bahuguna, 
Union Finance Minister. 
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D.O. No. 13782(15)-G.E., dated Calcutta,· 
the 23rd October 1979 .. 

My dear 

I am enclosing a statement showing the targets 
suggested by the banks and the number of loan appli· 
cations sponsoteQ till date by the Panchayats in your 
district. The statement shows that excepting a few 
districts there has been a ,general failure to fulfil the 
target. The target was only 5 per cent. of the target 
group which now numbers more than 17,00,000. 

Perhaps ybu will agree with me that we should not 
have failed at least in sponsoring cases to the banks. 
As apprehended, the· banks have mounted an offensive 
stating thltt the State Government failed to achieve the 
minimal target fixed by them. Mr. H. N. Bahuguna, 
former Finance Minister, recently wrote a letter to 
the Chief Minister very politely pointing out that the 
State Government could not sponsor loan applications 
which banks agreed to finance. I am enclosing a copy 
of the letter along with the copy of the reply sent by 0 

om Finance Minister to him. Though in our Jet~er 
we have shown how difficult it was for the district 
officers and the Panchayat functionaries to imp_lement ? 
the scheme because of apparent unwillingness on 
the part of m.any bank functionaries at different levels, 
the fact remains we failed. 

0\tr Minister had written twice to the Sabhadhipaties 
and Sabhapaties bringing to their notice the utmost 
importance of the scheme ano. requesting theln to do 
their best to fulfil their target. I am also aware of the 
efforts that you all made. Failure indicates that there 
has beeQ somewhere a gap in our efforts which requires 
to be cured. Since the scheme is going to be an on­
going programme of the banks, :would you kin~ly i~­
press upon your officers as well as top functtonanes 
of the Panchayati institutions the need to ftdfil the · 
targets that would be set in future so that we may cover 
a major segment of the poorer sections of the rural 
community by bank finance '! 

Yours sincerely, 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms Commissioner and Secre(ary 

(ex officio , Land Utilisation and Reforms ~ 
,, qhd Land and Land Revenue Departme_nt. 

All Collectors. 

Memo. No. 13782/1{116)-l.F. 
Copy forwarded to-
(1) Shri B. K. Sarkar, Director of Land Reforms 

and Survey, West Bengal. 
(2) 

Settlement Officer,-----,----
(3) ' 

Additional District Magistrate (Land .Reforms)/ 
Additional District Commissioner (Land 
Reforms),,-'----'---------

(4) Subdivisional Officer,-------­
(5) C,harge Officer (Settlement),-----

. (Sd.) ILLEGIBLE, 
For Land Reforms Com1111issione, ~ 

West Bengal. 
Calcutta, 

The 23rd October 1979. 

" 
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Interest Subsidy Scheme in respect of share-croppers, 
small farmers and self-employed persons 

( 

1. For the purpose of the Scheme, the following 
terms are defined as under : 

(a) "Share-cropper" means any person who does 
not own land but cultivates land owned by the 
other person(s) on product sharing basis and 
whose name is · recorded on the records-of­
rights, i.e., "Parchas" issued by the ;Land 
Revenue Department of the State Government. . 

(b) "Small Farmer" means a person who holds 
land for any agricultural purpose up to four 
acres of irrigated land or six acres of un­
irrigated land. . 

(c) . "Self-employed" means any person who is 
engaged in any gainful vocation/trade/produc­
tive activity and his family income from all 
sources does not exceed Rs. 5,000 per annum 
in urban or semi-urban area or Rs. 3,000 in 
rural areas, 

(d) "Credit facility" means any loan or advance 
granted: 

(i) to any share-cropper for financing seasonal 
agricultural operation·, reclamation or im­
provement of land~ the construction or 
depending of irrigation wells, the installa­
tion of pumpsets for drawing water, the 
purchase of cattle machinery or equip­
ment or the acquisition of any other 
capital assets and for meeting the· working 
capital requirements in respect of agricul­
tural operations and also such activities -
as animal husbandry, poultry farming, 
dairy farming, pisciculture or sericulture. 

(ii) to any small farmer for financing reclama­
tion or improvement of land, raising of 
second crop (in cases where no such crop 
was raised earlier) in consequence of perma­
nent improvement affected in land, ins­
tallation of pumpsets for drawing water, 
purchase of cattle, machinery or equip-

. ment or the acquisition of any other 
capital assets and also such activities as 
animal husbandry, poultry farming, dairy 
fatrning, pisciculture or sericulture. 

(iii) to any self-employed for financing. purchase 
of equipment, or repair or renovating of 
the existing equipment or repairing. the 
business premises or for purchasing tools 
or for work\ng capital. 

- . ~·· 

Provided that the maximum amount of 
facility does not. exceed Rs. 2,000 for working 
capital.requirements. and Rs. 5,000 for capital 
expenditure as mentioned above. 

(e) "Credit institution" means any Scheduled 
Commercial Bank, State Bank of India and 
any of its subsidiaries, any Co-operative Bank, 
any RegioMl Rw;al Bank and any adopted/ 
s\)onsored C<'-O'Pf'·ative Society. including Far­
mer Service Cu-upcrative Society and Large 
Sized Multipurpose Co-operative Society. . · 

2. The . decision of credit ' agency with regard to 
eligibility of a borrower to interest subsidy under the 
scheme will be based on the following factors :-:-

·(a) In case ofshare-croppers-production ofPar­
chas, i.e., records-of-rights, issued by Land and 
Revenue Department of the State Government. 

(b) In case of small farmer-submission of a de­
claration (as per Form I) by the borrower 
that his land holding for agriculture purposes 
doe~ n6t exceed four acres of irrigated land or 
six acres of unirrigated land and only certified 
by ~EDA authority or any other authority 
nominated by the State Governme.nt. 

(c) In case of self-employed-

(i) submission of a declaration (as per Form II) 
.by the borrower that his income from all 
sources does not exceed Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 
3,000 per annum as the case may be (in 
case· of urban or semi-urban aretts Rs. 
5,000 and in case of rural areas Rs. 3,000· 
perannum). · 

(ii) credit facilities granted by the credit institu­
tion does not exceed Rs~. 2,000 for working 
capital and Rs. 5,000 for capital expenditure. 

It is further clarified that in the matter of determining 
· eligibility of abovementioned types of borrowing for 
interest subsidy under the scheme, the credit institution 
will solely depend upon abov,e factors as mentioned in 
2(a), 2(b), 2(c) above. 

3. 'i he rate ol subsid)' wllt oe : 

(a) entire amount of interest charged by credit 
institution on credit facility to share-cropper 
and·smali farm~r ; and· 

(b) fifty per cent. of the interest charged by credit 
. institution on credit facility to ~elf-employed. 

It is clarified that subsidy will be in respect ofinterest 
only and other incidental charges, etc., if any, will be 
outside the purview of the scheme. 

4 .. It is the borrower and not the credit mstitutwn 
~who i~ eligible for interest subsidy under the scheme. 
Therefore, the credit institution will, as usual and in 
normal course, charge the normal rate of interest as 
may be decided by it from time to time to the borrowing 
accounts covered under the scheme and recover interest 
from respective borrowers in due course as per usual 
practice. However, the credit institution, as a measure 
of service to the borrowers, will· claim and collect 
interest subsidy· at half year . by intervals as on 30th 
June and 31st December every year, from the State 
Government and credit the same to borrowers' loan . 
accounts (in case·-where the· balances in term loans are 
still outstanding) or savings accounts (in cases where 
loans have been completely adjusted), as the case may 
be. ·. · 

5. The borrower will be eligible for interest substd)' 
during the half year claim period (January to June 
and July to December) in which all instalments due 
as per,repayment programme made out at the time of 
grant of loan or rescheduled repayment programme 
as chalked out during t~e currency of loan, have been 
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paid irrespective of the fact whether one or more instal­
ments were paid late. The only criterion i~ that at the 
time of making claim as on 30th June or 31st December, 
all instalments due up to that 'time should have been 
~d. . 

In case of crop loan, the borrower will be eligible 
for interest subsidy if it bas been paid on due date as 
per rules of the bank or as per rescheduled due date 
determined by the bank. To make the position clear, 
some illustrations are given below : · 

(i} A self-employed is given a loan of Rs. 4,8CO 
payable in 24 equal monthly instalments pf 
R<>. 200 each, repayment to start from January 
1979. Repayment is made as under : 

(a) Up to June 1979 
{b) Up to Dec. 1979 

(c) J]p to June 1980 

six instalments are ·paid 
four instalments are 

paid · 

eight . instalments are 
paid 

(d) During the ha~fyear ending December 1980; 
borrower gets into financial diffitulty and 
credit institution agrees to reschedule the 
payment programme and· agrees to recover 
balance loan amount of Rs. 1,200 in four 
quarterly instalments of Rs. 400 each and 
borrower pays two quarterly instalments 
up to December 1980 and one quarterly 
instalment up-to June 1981. 

In the above case, claim for interest subsidy will be 
made as under : 

Claim Period 

June 1979 

Decl!mber 1979 

June 1980 

Claim Amount 

Interest charged <;luring the period 
from grant of loan tq 30th June 
1979. 

No claim 

Interest charge during 1st July 
1979 to 30th June 1980. 

December 1 9SO . . Interest c;l.lrged during 1st July 
1980 to 31st December 1980. 

June 1981 Interest charged during 1st Januar' 
1981 to date of ad_justment of loan. 

(ii) A farmer is granted crop loan of Rs. 500 payable 
in September 1978 but the loan is repaid in 
December 1978 as per reschedute·due date. 

In this case, chiim for. ful·l interest . charged 
will be made while submitting claim for half 
year ended December 1978. - · 

6. The State Government will nominate competent 
authority at district -le~el (such ~s D:M./P.A.O./_D.I.O.) 
to deal with the drawmg and disbursement of mterest 
subsidy under this scheme. 

(i) Each bank through a nominated .link brabch 
having its office at district hea·dquarters shall 
present to consolidated list of claims on account 
of interest accrued/charged covering all branches 
of the particular bank in the di~trict. 

(ii) The competent . authority of the Government 
nominated under (i) above after receiving the 
consoldated list of claims from the link branches' 

S4 

of all the banks concerned will prepar~ . b-ills 
'bankwise and present the same to the Treasury 
Officer with the -request to issue crossed cheques 
in favour of the link .branches nominated by 
the banks in accordance with (i) -above ; the 
said competent authority will collect the cheques 
from the Treasury and arrange to send the 
same to the link branches concerned. This will 
ilPPly in the case of the districts where the che­
que system of payment is in operation. Where 
tht<,cheque system·of payment is yet to be in­
troduced, the competent authority will prepare 
bills and get it passed by the Treasury Officer 

· with endorsement in favour of the link branches 
concerned. After Treasury Officer has given 
pay order, the bills will be handed over to the 

· competent -authority who wiU then send the 
bills to the link branches concerned for en­
cashment from the State Bank. 

(iii) 'An application for the payment of the subsidy 
under the scheme will be made by the credit 
institution at the· end of each half year ending • 
June and December. This claim will, be made 
by individual branches/offices of the credit 
institution concerned who will forward appli-· 
cations in the prescribed from (as per Form III) ~ 
to the competent authority as soon as possible 
after the end of the relevant half year. 

(iv) The ciaim in respect of Co-operative Societies · 
.will be preferred by the Manager/Branch 

• Manager of·the Central Co-operative Bank in 
whose jurisdiction the Society operates. How­
ever, in . respect of Co-operative Societies 
adopted by C:ommercial Banks, their claims 
for the interest subsidy will be forwarded by 
the respective branch of the bank to when 
they are ceded. In such cases, the respon• 
sibility with regard to the correctness of the 
claim will be entirely of the Co-operative Society 
'concerned. 

7. After the credit institution has credited interest 
subsidy to the loan/savings account (as the case may 
be) of the borrower, it will not be a party to a dispute 
arising about the validity of claim on any ground • 
whats9ever. 

8. The scheme will be applicable in respect of ad-
vances disbursed on or after .I ~t July.! 1978. , 

9. The State Government reserves the right to modify• 
alter 6t amend any or all of these rules in such manner 
as it may deem fit. 

FORM 1 

Declaration by "Farmer' under We~t Bengal 
Government Subsidy Scheme 

I, ...................................... :· . .. · .... . 
son of Shri. . . . . . • • . •••......... 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 0 •••• , 

aged ..... ' ...••••••.. years, residing .at ........... . 
..................... , Post ·Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
district ............. , .... being desirous of availing 
myself of financial assistance from the ............. . 

0 ••••• • ••••••••••••• situated at. . . . . . . ............ . 
make this declaration that my land holding· for any 
agricultural purpose does not exceed four acres of irri­
gated land or six acres of unirrigated land. 

Date: 
Place: ' ••• f ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

( SiJ?1wtuJ·e of' Declarant.) 

• 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL· 

Finance Department 
Banking Branch 

No. 239(39)-Bank/B-98/78, dated Calcutta, the 21st 
May 1979 

From~Shri N. K. ZUTSHI, Deputy Secretary. 

To-District Magistrate/ Deputy Commissioner, 

0 •••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••••• 0. 

Sir, . 
In connection with Interest Subsidy Scheme clari­

fications have been sought for from time· to time by 
officials of Banks and Government. All these queries 
along with their answers are enclosed herewith for 
your information. 

Enclo : As stated above. 

Yours faithfully, 
N. K. ZUTSHI, 
Deputy Secretary. 

• Queries and suggested answers 

• 

Q. t. From District Magistrate, Midnapore (cp. 66). 

(i) Is there any limit to the number of .people eligible 
in each district for the . Interest Substdy Scheme ? 

A (i) There is no limit. All persons found eligible under 
clau~es (a), (b), (c). The t~pes of credi~ facilities w~ich 
will entitle the borrower to mterest subsidy are spectfied 
in clauses I (d)(i), (ii) and (iii) ; 

Q.2. From Additional District Magistrate, Midnapore 
(cp. 67) 

(i) Nomination of authority for. determining small 
farmers. 

(ii) Clarification on Paichas . 

A.2(i).The Junior La;Dd Ref?rms Officer or any 
other officer in the distnct nommated by the· Collector 

• in this regard may jssue the certificates. 

A.2(ii) Parchas· mentioned in Interest Subsidy Scheme 
should include certificates given by Revenue Officer 

· under sections 50-51 of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Act in respect of bargadars. 

' . 
Q.3. From District Magistrate, West Dinajpur (lp. 

78-79) 

(i) Who will draw and disburse interest subsidy 
under the scheme ? · 

(ii) Which of the two definitions given in SFDA 
Scheme and Interest Subsidy Scheme defining ·~small 
farmers" is to be taken into account ? 

(iii) Whether persons (small farmers) getting subsidy 
through SFDA/IRD Scheme are. entitled also to get 
subsidy under the Interest Subsidy Scheme. 

(iv) If a small farmer who _is a· me~ber of a -primary 
society will be en.titled to receive subsidy for the mterest. 
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If so, whether the 'so~iety in turn will place the claim 
for disbursement of the subsidy. · 

(v) It·hllS been suggested that the entire season should 
be covered inst.ead of a pa;ticular date, i.e., 1st July 
1978. . 

· A.3(i) District Magistrate/Deputy Commission:~r ·,r 
each d~strict will act as .Drawing an.d Disbursi~:g O:fll-.:r. 
In th1s connection Fillance Department (Banking 
Group) Memo No. 204-Ban'k/B-98/78, dated 7th 
October 1978, may be referred to. 

A.~(ii) Definitien. given at clause I(b) of the InteresJ 
Subs1dy Scheme wdl be applicable here. 

A:.3(iii) Yes. 

~ 
A.3(iv) In terrns of clause 4 of the Interest Subsidy 

Scheme, the individual borrower and not the credit ins­
titution is eligible for the Interest Subsidy. However, the 
procedure for claiming subsidy in respect of these 
persons will be governed by clause 4 of the Interest 
Subsidy Scheme. . ' · 

A. 3(v) The benefits given under the Interest Subsidy 
Scheme cannot be given retrospective effect. 

Q. 4. From tmk of India (cp. 80) 

'(i) The name of the appropriate authority who wiii 
issue certificates as regards small farmer in the districts 
w~ere SFDA is not functioning. 

(ii) Whether. the borrowers of Calcutta Metropolitan 
and Howrah Industrial area will also be considered 
under the scheme. 

A. 4(i) The Junior Land Reforms Officer or any other 
officer in district nominated by the Collector in this 
regard will issue certificates. 

A. 4(ii) The scheme is meant for the entire State 
of West Bengal. 

Q.S. · From Indian Overseas Bank (cp. 81) 
."!> ' 

(i) Whether there is any limit to the amount of loan 
that can be granted under Interest Subsidy Scheme to 
the small farmers and share-croppers ? 

\ii) Whether there is any limit on drawal of I~terest 
Subsidy Scheme by the Drainwg and Disbursing 
Officer? 

A. S(i) .So far Interest Subsidy Scheme is · concerned 
maximum ·amount of credit' facility should not exceed · 
Rs. 2,000.00. for Working Capital requirements and 
Rs. 5,000.00 for Capital Expenditure as stated in duase 
1 (D) of Interest Sub.sidy Scheme. 

A. S(ii) There is no such limit. 1t has been clearly 
" mentioned in paragraph 3 .of G.O. No. ·204-Bank/ 

B-98/78 of 7th October 1978 that the amount of interest 
subsidy may be drawn without allotment of fund 
therefor. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

' Finance Department 
Banking Branch 

No. 355(15)-Bank, datetl Calcutta, the lOth July 1979 
From-Shri P. K. BANERJI, Joint Secretary, 

To-The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, 

Subject : Interest Subsidy Scheme. 
Sir, . 

I am directed by order of the Governor to refer to 
this Department Circular letter No. 306(32)-Bank, 
dated 12th October'l978, enclosing a copy of the Interest · 
Subsidy Scheme in respect of share-croppers, small 
farmers and self-employed p~rsons all;d to &!ate t~a t 
with a view to removing certain operatiOnal difficulties, 
the Governor has been pleased to modify the schemt -
in-the manner prescribed below: 

Paragraph 4 to be entirely substituted as under : · 

"4. In May and Novem~er every year~ link b~anc}les 
of banks will submit advance claims of Interest 
subsidy under this scheme pertaining to periods 
January-June and July-December respectively 
to the competent authority in Form No. III 
mentioning total amount of interest due on 
loans to the eligible category of borrowers." 

2. On receipt of the claim from the link branch, as 
aforesaid, the competent authority will place, at the 
disposal of the said branch! 75 per cent. of ~~e amount 
claimed·, whereafter, the hnk branch recelVlng allot­
ment, will adjust the amount of interest recoverabl_e 
from the borrower concerned so that the borrower Is 
thereby relieved _of the. pa~ment of interest t~ the extent 
of subsidy sanctioned In his favour. under this scheme. 
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3. The link bank branches will submit supplemen~ 
claims under this scheme to the "competent authonty". 
if the amountallotted as aforesaid is not found adequate 
to meet all the interest charges of all the eligible borrow­
ers; and, if there is surplus, t.hat s~rplus, after _adjust­
ment, may be carried over for adJustment during the 
subsequent period with the approval of the Government. 

4. The "competent authority", upon receipt of the 
supplementary claim, will immediately obtain· funds 

~for the purpose from Government and arrange to pay 
the required sum to the respective link Bank branches. 

Form III attached to the Interest Subsidy Scheme 
may be modified in the following manner :- · 

The words "to be" to be inserted between the words 
"Amount of Interest" and "charged" and in 
the certificate portion, against item (iv) the words 
"to be" inserted between the words "amount" 
and "debited to bdrrowers accounts;'. · 

5. Clause (v) of the Certificate in Form III will 
ae deemed to have been omitted. 

6. The link Bank branches will submit utilisation 
certiQcates in respect of funds for interest subsidy, 
phiced at their disposal, to the"competent authority". 

Yours faithfully, 
P. K. BANERJI, 

Jpint Secretary. 

No. 355/15(16}.Bank 

Copy forwarded for information tq-

•••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 .................. .. , ................. , .................. .. 

Finance (Banking) Department, 
Calcutta, 

'f\le lOth July 1979. 
P. K. BANERJI, 
Joint Secretary. 

No. 355(15)/16/(1)-Bank 

Copy forwarded to the Finance ~Budget) Department 
for information. 

Finance (Banking) Department, 
Calcutta,. 

The lOth July 1979. 
P. K. BANERJI •. 
.Joint Secretary. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Finance Detartment 
Banking 'Branch 

No. 356-Bank, dated Calcutta, the lOth July 1979 

From-Shri P. K .. BANERJI, Joint Secretary, 
To-The Accountant-General, West Bengal. 

Subject: Interest Subsidy Scheme. 
'Sir, 

I am directed to invite a reference to Government 
order No. 204-Bank, dated 7th October, 1978 regarding 
Interest Subsidy Scheme .introduced by Government 
with effect from 1st July, 1978 in respect of share-croppers 
small farmers and self-employed persons with a view to 
relieving them of the burden of interest payment if the 
loans taken by them fro.m credit institutions are repaid 
in time on normal terms and conditidns. · . 

2. I am, therefore, directed by order of the Governor 
to say that the Governor has been pleased to sanction 
funds amoun~ng to Rs. 4.75 lakh (R~pees four. lakh9 
and seventy-five thousand); for expenditure under the 
Inte~st Subsidy Scheme circulated with letter No. 206-
Bank dated 12th October 1978 (a copy of which has 
already been furnished to him) for the half-year ended 
the 30th June 1979, as detailed below : 

(1) District Magistrate, Burdwan 
(2) District Magistrate, 24-Parganas 
(3) District Magistrate, Midnapor~ 
(4) District Magistrate, Howrah 
(,5) District Magistrate, Hooghly 
(6) District Magistrate, Nadia . 
(7) Disi~ct Ma~strate; Murshi~ab!ld 
(8) Distnct Magistrate, West DmaJpur 
(9) District Magistrate, Maida 

(10) District Magistrate, Bankura 
(11) District Magistrate, Birbhum 
(12) Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling 
(13) Deputy Commissioner, J~paiguri .. 
(14) Deputy Commissioner, Cooch Behar .. 
·(15) Deputy Commissioner, Purulia 

Rs. 
25,000 
50,000 
50,000 
50,000' 
50,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 

4,75,000 

I 

1 
r 
~ 
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3. The charges on account of interest subsidy will 
proceed against the· bead "Subsidies for Interest Liabi· 
lities in respect .of Share-croppers, Small Farmers and 
Self-employed Persons-Grants~in-aid/Contribution 
etc." the opening of which was already sanctioned 
under G.O. No. 204-Bank, dated 7th October 1978 
under the head "295.:_0ther Social and Com~unity 
Services-V-Other Expenditure-Non-Plan". Funds 
under the ~bovementioned bead will b~ provided by 
reappropriation or otherwise in due cou:·:.;e to cover 
the current year's charge. 

4. As per the Interest Subsidy Scheme the link 
branches of the respectiv~ banks· ·will submit claims to 
the co~~tent authority, the District MagisiratejDeputy 
CommissiOners c~ncerned, who will place at the disposal 
of the concerned hnk bank branch, submitting the claims, 
funds for the purpose. . 

5. The District Magi~trate/Deputy Commissioner 
of the respective- district is hereby declared as the 
prawing an~ Disburshing Officer for ·the purpose ·of 
mterest subsidy under the scheme . 

Yours faithfully, 
P. K. BANERJI, 
Joint Secretary. 

No. 356/1/(51)-Bank: 

• Copy forwarded for information and necessary 
action to-

(I) The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,. 
" 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 

rr further funds are required it should. be 
justifie'! ~ith refer~n~ to act{w up-to-date 
expenditure and anticipated requirement under 
the scheme. 

• 
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(2) Bank .............. ; ......................• 

..... •.• .................................. . 
(3) Development and Planning Department, ' 

Government of West Bengal, Raj Bhavan, • 
Calcu.tta-700001. 

(4) Agriculture Department; Government of West 
Bengal, Writers' Buildings, Calcutta. 

(5) Co-operation Department, Government of West 
Bengal, Writers' Buildings, Calcutta. 

(6) Panchayat and Community Development 
Department, Government of· West Bengal, 
Writers' Buildings, Calcutta. 

(7) · The Pay and Accounts. Officer, Calcutta Pay 
and Accounts Office, Civil Defence Buildings, 
82/2/2 Pbears Lane, Calcutta-700012. 

(8) Treasury Officer, ........ ' ................ .. 

Finance (Banking) Department, 
Calcutta, 

- The lOth July 1979. 
P. K. BANERJI, 
Joint Secretary. 

No. 356/1/(51)/1-Bank 

Copy forwarded tot~~ Finance (Budget) Department, 
Government of .West Bengal, Writers' Buildings, Cal-
cutta, for information. ·· 

Finance (Banking) Department, 
· Calcutta, · 

' The lOth July 1979. 
P. K. BANERJI, 
Joint Secretary . 
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CHAPI'ER V 

GOVERNMENT OF WESt BENGAL. 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Beng'al 
Section C, Comp. Branch 

No. 15714(30) Estt. (Comp.), dated Calcutta, the 3rd 
December 1979 

To-
(1) The Addition~! District Magistrate (Land 

Reforms)/(Comp.), ................................... . 

....................................................... , ..... 

(2) The District Compensation Officer, .............. . 

f 

Subject : Simplification of procedure for payment of 
compensation to the low and middle income 
group of intermediaries unde( the Estates 
Acquisition Act. 

The undeisigned is directed to say that Government 
have decided to simplify the procedure for payment of 

· com;,ensation to the low and midrlle income group> of. 
intermediaries, i.e., whose net annua). income did not 
exceed Rs. 5,000 (i.e., total compensation Rs. 70,000). 

2. The Board of Revenue has accprdingly been 
pleased to lay down the following procedure for making 
payment of compensation to the intermediaries whose 
net annual income did not exceed Rs. 5,000 :-

(i) Instead of obtaining information and details 
of all arrear Government dues, viz.,' land 
revenue, cesses, taxes, etc., recoverable under 
section 7 in respect of an intermediary, a 
certain percentage of the total compensation 
excluding interest charges may be deducted, 
viz~, 2 per cent. of the total compensation in 
the case of net annual income not exceeding 
Rs. 250 and 5 per cent. of the total compen­
sation in the case of net annual income exceed­
ing Rs. 250 out not exceeding Rs. 5,000. 

(ii) The amount so deducted shall be credited by 
Treasury challan by the Compensation Officer 
to the Land Revenue Receipt Budget (029-
Land Revenue) and not in the Suspense 
Account. A certificate of such deductions 
shall be communicated to all concerned. 

(iii) Prioritie~ for such adjustments shall be as laid 
down in section 26(2) of the Estates Acquisition 
Act. · · 

(iv) Such payments shall, however, be made 
subject to execution and registration Of an 
indemnity bond by the intermediary to the 
effect that if there be any balance of arrear 
Government dues left unrecovered from hizn• 
Government shall have the right to recover 
the balance amount as an .arrear of land 
revenue under the Public Demands Recovery 
Act. The indemnity. bond shall be presented 
before the Compensation Officer for acceptance 
before registration. Payment need not be 

held up till receipt of the original registered 
bond, such payment being made on the basis 
of the certified copy of the bond. Further, 
where the total compensation does not exceed 
Rs. 250, indemnity bond need not be insisted 
upon. · 

(v) The 'above procedure shall not apply to cases: 
(a) hit by Civil Rule or Civil Suit, (b) cases 
covered by proviso to section 7(1) and (c) 
cases with net annual income above Rs. 5,000. 

(vi) In respect of the Compensation Assessment 
Rolls covered by surplus vested land and not 
hit by · Civil Rule/Civil Suit, payment need 
not be deferred till receipt of the possession 
certificate from the Junior Land Reforms 
Officer. 

(vii) Payment shall be made after the ex-intermediarY 
concerned have duly sworn affidavit and also 
executed a registered indemnity bond stating 6 
that (a) he 'has surrendered possession o( 
the lands as per schedule shown in the Com­
pensation Assessment Roll; (b) he has not 
filed any Civil Suit or Civil Rule nor he shall '~ 
ever file any rule or suit 'challenging vesting 
of such land; and (c) he has not settled or 
transferred any portion of such land with 
any one else after the date of vesting which 
may attract the provisions of. section 25(3A) 
of the Estates Acquisition Act. . 

(viii) Indemnity bond need not be insisted upon 
where total compensation does not exceed 
Rs. 250. 

(ix) The form of affidavit and indemnity bond has 
, been settled by the Board of Revenue, indem­

.nity bond shall be presented before th~ Com­
pensation Officer for acceptance before regis­
tration. 

(X) Damage fee in respect of surplus larid shall be 
assessed by the Compensation Officer . acting 
as Collector at the rate of Rs. 10 per acre up to 
the date of enforcement of amended section ., 
10(6) of, the Estates Acquisition Act, i.e., 
up to 29th June 1975 and realised from the 
compensation money. . 

(xi) There may ~e cases where such lands y.'ere "" 
· taken possessiOn of or yet to be taken posses­

sion of (after 29th June 1975). With a view 
to safeguarding the interest of Government 
an indemnity bond may be obtained from the 
intermediary to the effect that the damage 
fee, if any recoverable, shall be realised from 
him as a public demand under the Public 
Demands Recovery ,Act. The 'form of in­
demnity bond has been settled by the Board 
of Revenue. "' 

(xii) Ad interim payments already made to such 
intermediaries shall be adjusted against the 
compensation money in the manner . · laid 
down in section 12 of the Act. In order to 
expedite payment of final compen,sation 

· after adjustment of ad interim payments made, 
a statement shall be prepared by the District 
Compensation Officer in respect of AI Camp 
Intermediaries, i.e., Inter-District~ntermediaries 
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including those ·against which .fin!ll payment 
has already been made. The statement shall 
show ·the name and other particulars of· the 
in.termediary, case number, roll number, net 
annual income and the total gross income of 
the roll and the amount of ad interim payments 
made, with T/V number and date/date of 
delivery of the bill and circulated amongst 
all the District Compensation Officers of the 
State. The DistriCt Compensation Officer 
concerned shall prepare an . alphabetical 
index on receipt of such statements, verify 

· Compensation Assessment Rolls of each dis­
trict and if it is found that another roll in the 
name of the same intermediary has been 
published in his district thereby affecting the · 
slab, a reference shall be sent to the District 
Compensation Officer of the district where­
from the AI Camp Roll had been published 
along with other reports, such as, attachment, 
objection, etc., where the slab is not affected 
payment shall be made from the respective 
district after adjustment of the ad interim 
payments made with intimation to the district 
concerned. The statement should be verified 
and checked by the Compensation Officer 
himself and also authenticated by the District 
Compensation Officer. This work should be 
completed within 31st December 1979. • 

3. The form of the indemnity bond and the affidavit 
settled by the Board of Revenue is sent herewith. 

4. Sufficient copies of the circular along with the 
indemnity bond and affidavit forms a~ enclosed for 
circulation amongst all concerned. 

5. A monthly progress report of disposal of cases 
in the enclosed proformii should reach the Board by 
the 31st January 1980. 

A. K. CHAK ~.ABORTI; 
Special Officer and ex officio 

. Secretary~ 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 15714/1(76)-Comp . 

Copy forwarded to the-
(1) .Commissjpner) .................. Division, ....... , .... , 
(2) Collector/Deputy Commissione'r, .................. , 
(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 

Bengal, . 
(4) Settlement Officer, ................ : ................... , 
(5) Subdivisional Compensation Officer, ............ , 

for information .. 
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A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and ex officio 1 

Calcutta, Secretary, , 
The 3rd December 1979. 'Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Non-Judicial stamp of R$. 3 
(Such stamp being not available now it should be 

of the denomination of Rs. 5) 
BEFORE THE MAGISTRATE F1RST CLASS AT 

• • • • ~ •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 • 0 ••• 

AFFIDAVIT 
I, ...................................................... , son/ 

daughter/wife of Shri/Late ...................... I ........... , 

aged about ............ years, by faith ............... , by 

profession .. : ........................... , resident of ........... . 

P.S ...... : ........................... , district ....................... . , 
do hereby solemnly affirm and say as fo~lows : 

(1) That I am an "intermediary" within the meaning 
of section 2(i) of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition 
Act 1953 (hereinafter mentioned as the' said Act), 
and' am entitled to receive compensation from the 
State of West Bengal under the said Act for my rights 
and interests in my estates which have vested ·in the , 
said State under the said Act, including my excess 
khas lands, which have so ve.sted 

or 
(a) That my father/husband/grandfather, etc., 

Late .................... , ..................... ·...... was an 
"intermediary" within the meaning of section 2(i) of 
the West Bengal·Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 '(herein­
after mentioned as ,the said Act), and died intestate on 
................................. while )le had already been 
entitled to receive compensation from the State of 
West Bengal under the said Act for his rights and in­
terests in his estates, which had vested in the said State 
under. the 'said Act, including his excess khas lands, 
which have so vested ; 

• 
(b) .That on his demise I have succeeded him as his 

sole heir- and legal representatives to receive the 
entire compensation money payable to him/myself 
w~th the other persons, named herein below, have 
sqcceeded him, in such share as mentioned ·against the 
name of each such person, as his heir(s) and legal 
representative(s) to receive the compensation money 

· payable to him ; 

' I· J 

Names of heirs/legal 
representatives with 

address 
(i) 

Share of. 
each 

(ii) 

Relationship 
with the 

deceased 
- (iii) 

(2) That with respect of the said compensation 
pAyment 1/my such 'predecessor-in-interest had ad in­
terim compensation case/our cases bearing No/Nos; 

. ..... _. .................... of ..................... in the district; 

districts of ................................. under section 12(i) 

of the said Act wherefrom 1/he have/had received the 
following amounts as ad interim/special payments, 

viz., (a) .............. , ............... from district ........... . 

;,_ .................. , (b) ............... ,. ................. from 

district ................ .' ................... , (c) ................. . 

from district ..................................................... . 

totalling to a sum of Rs. . ................................. .. 

A Final Compensatin Roll, bearing No .................. . 

of .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . having been passed from ..... . 

..................... Settlement Compensaton Camp under 
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sections 14 and 15 of the said Act a Final Compensation 
' -

Payment case being No ................... of ................ .. 

in my /his name in district.. .......... , ........................ .. 
I 

(3) That in the said Roll the details of the lands 
against the interest of which compensation has become 
payable have been included. To my knowledge no 
other Compensation, Assessment Roll . have, been 
prepared and/or published in tnyfmy said predecessor­
in-interests' name from the said Settlement Compen­
satio!l Captp or any other Settlement Compensation 
Camp. 

(4) That details of ~11 lands of myself on my prede­
cessor-in-interest· which have vested in the State under 
the said Act, have been shown in the said Final Roll. 
I declare that besides the lands mentioned in the said 
Final Roll, no other land of mine/my said predecessor­
in-interest has, to my knowledge, , vested in the State 
and no compensation has been payable to me/my 
said predecessor-in-interest except for the interests 
mentioned in the said Final Roll. 

· (5) That I say that I/my said predecessor-in-interest 
am/was the sole and absolute owner and in possession 
of the khas lands shown in the said final Roll, till the 
date of vesting and I/my said predecessor-in-interest 
have not affected/did not effect any transfer thereof in 
any other way thereafter. I/my . said predecessor-in­
interest have/had made over possession of the said 
khas lands to the said State and since then the State is 
in possess~on of the same. If, however, it transpired 
and established hereafter that I/my said predecessor-in­
interest and/or anybody else possessed used and 
o~upied the sa~e . for and on behalf of myself/my 
said predecessor-m-mterest for any period after the 
date of vesting I shall be liable for payment of damages 
for the same for that period at the prescribed rate and 
undertake· to pay the same to the State. 

\ 

(6) . That in case of it being transpired and 
cstabhshed hereafter that· , any other Compensation 
A~essment Roll w!ls _Prepared and published in mine/my 
said pred~essor-m-mterests' name from any other 
CompensatiOn Camp and I/my said predecessor-in­
i~ter~st' received paym~nt against the same from any 
distnct and the gross mcome therein, if added to the 
gross income in the aforesaid. Comepnsation Assess-
ment RoJJ No ............. '.. . . of ............. . 
would have changed the total gtoss income so as to 
affect the .slab and consequently the ·total amount· of 
~ompensation paya~le to me/my said predecessor-in­
mterest, r~sulting m excess payment in the instant 
Final Compensation Case I undertake to refund to the 
~aid State Government the amount so fo.und to be paid 
m exces~. 

(7). ~hat 1/my said. predecessor-in-interest have/had 
n?t. mstltuted any smt proceedings or obtained any 
ClVll. Rule. ~r Order chal.lenging and/or disputing the 
legality /validity of the vestmg of any of the said interests 
in khas land as mentioned in Annexure A qua the 
af~resaid Compensation Assessment Roll and Civil 
Su1t and/or Civil Rule is not pending therefor. I 
undertake not to chall~nge the s~~;me thereafter and/or 
to help anybody else m challengmg the same in any 
Court of Law hereafter. 

(~) That there is no order of attachment under 
section 26 and/or order of the Collector directing 
recovery of any sort of arrear dues under section 7 
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of the said Act nor there exists any o~er order of 
attachment and/or reco_very either from any Court 
of Law. or .any other authority for any other purpose 
against the COJppensation money payable to mejmy 
said predecessor-in-interest qua myself' and/or his 
other legal heirs and representatives. 

(9) That to avoid delay by way of collection of 
details of all arrear dues to the Government, viz., land 
re~enue, cesses, taxes, etc., recoverable under section 7 
of the said Act and the consequent delay in my recei­
ving payment of compensatin against the instant 
Final Compensation ·Case I suggest and agree to a 
deduction of 2 (two) per cent. 5 (five) per cent. of the 
total compensation amount payable to me therein. 
If, however, it ultimately transpires that the same 
was not sufficient to cover the said arrear dues I under­
take to pay the balance to the Government on demand. 

(10) That in case of detection . and establishment 
of any excess payment of compensation amount to me 
hereafter. on any other account other than taking into 
accounts the items covered by paragraph (9) ,above 
I undertake to refund the said amount soon after I am <::~ 
served with a notice therefor under section 25(2) of 
the said Act. · · 

(11) That the statements made l}bove are true to ? 
my knowledge. · 

THIS. DEED OF INDEMNITY made this the 
day of. ....................... One thousand nine 

hundered, and seventy-nine by. ,. ............ '. ..... , 

son of/wife of.· ........... residing at. ................ . 

P.S ...... · ............... , district ................... . 

as the Intermediary/Successor of the~ Intermediary 
(which expression shall, unless otherwise excluded by 
or repugnant to the context, always include his/their 
heirs, legal representa?yes, successors, executors, 
administrators and assigns) of the FIRST PART, 
hereinafter called EXECUTANT in favour of the 
Governor' of the State of West Bengal (which expression 

· shall unless otherwise excluded by or repugnant to 
the ~ontext, always include the officers, representatives .:> 

and assigns of the Government of West Bengal) of 
the SECOND PART. • 

WHEREAS till before the vestip.g, under section 5 ~ 
pursuavt to the notifications, dated the 15th day of 
April 1955- and the 14th day of April 1956, is~~e_d under 
section 4 of the West Bengal Estates AcquiSition A~t, 
1953 (Act I of 1953), hereinafte~ mqntioned at th~ sa1d 
Act of the various interests m Umds of Shn/Late 

' ' the INTERMEDIARY, 
~~ 'ci~fi~ed. ~~de~· ~e~ti~~· 2(i) of the sai~ Act, in t~e 
State of West Bengal the said. interm~d~ary had vahd 
and absolute right, title and mterest m the lands so 
vested and covered by the Finally Published Compen-
sation Assessment Roll No. . ..................... · 
( Settlement Camp), the payment of com­
~~~~ti~·~ · ~h~refor under the. provisions of. the said 
Act is the subject-matter of Fmal Compensation. Case 
No ............. of district .............. and IS the 

· responsibility of the said Government ; 

AND WHEREAS the District Compensation Officer, 
· has issued a notice to the 
j~~~r~;di~~· ·~ff~~i~~· ·~;~ent of the compensation 
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Roll, subject to compliance/fulfilment of certain acts 
requirements by the said Intermediary/Successors of 
the Intermediary ; 

AND WHEREAS ,in compliance of the said notice 
of offer the Intermediary/Successor of the Intermediary 
has/have by an affidavit su\mri~etails of all .the 
landed propertie~ of the (ntermediaty, which have 
vested in the said State have been stated iQ the ·said 
Compensation Assessment Roll AND has/have further 
declared that no other vested property has been left 
out AND no other Compensation Assessment Roll 
has been prepared and ·published in the. name of the 
Intermediary with respect to any other vested property 
from any other Settlement Compensation Camp Office 
AND no payment has been made against any such Roll ; 

AND WHEREAS in the said affidavit the said 
Successors of the Intermediary have averred that the·· 
said Intermediary died intestate on ........ mentioning 
therein the name of all the heir~ and legal representatives 

"' of the decease~ ; 

AND WHEREAS the said Inter~ediary/Successors 
of the Intermediary also averred that he/their prede-

c cessor-in-interest had/had· made over possession of the 
vested khas. land, a.s mentioned on the said Compen­
sation Assessment Roll pursuant to the provisions. of 
the said Act ; 

0 

AND WHEREAS the said Intermediaryf&uccessors 
of the Intermediary has,iliave further declared that 
he/they isjare not in possession of such vested khas 
land AND he/their predecessor-in-interest[they has/ 
had/have not instituted any suit, proceedings or 
obtained any Civil Rule or or(ier challenging 
and/or disputing the legality/validity of the vesting 
of any of the said interest or assessment of any 
compensation therefor and will not challenge the 
same; 

·AND WHEREAS~ in the said affidavit it has been 
further averred that the Intermediary/the predecessor­
in-interest of the deponent or the successor of the 
Intermediary or the deponent has not effected/did 
not effect any Settlement and/or transfer of the said 
vested khas lands 'in any -manrter after the date of 
vesting ; 

AND ,WHEREAS. the lntermediaryfSuccessOI~s of 
the Intermediary has/have ·agreed to undertake the ., 
entire liability for payment of dam~ges at the prescribed 
rate of Rs. 10 per acre up to 29th June 1975 for the use, 
occupation and possession of such vested khas land, 
if it be found and established hereafter that he/they 
was/were in such use, occupation and possession thereo 
for any period after the said making over of possession 

. for such period ; 
' 

' AND WHEREAS the Intermediary/Successors of the 
. Intermediary also kgreed to refund such amount as 

he/they may be receiving in excess in payment of 
compensation against the aforesaid Co111pensation 
Assessment Roll qua the Final Compensation Case 
owing to the publication of any o~her CompenSation 
Assessment Roll for any other interest in any other 
landed property ather than those covered by the 
aforesaid Compensation Assessment Roll qua Annex~re 
to the affidavit qua Final Compensation Case affectmg 
the .gtoss income, slab aud the amount of payable 
compensation ; 
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AND WHEREAS to avoid delay in connection with' 
collection of details of arrear Government dues~ viz., 
land revenue, cesses, taxes, etc., and consequent delay 
in finalising payment of Compensation the Intermediary I 
Successors of the Intermediary has/have agreed to a 
deduction of 2 per cent./5 per cent, of the total compen­
sation payabie to the said Intermediary for being 
adjusted with the said arrears, and to pay the balance, 
ir any, fell due aftet such adjustment .. 

AND WHEREAS the Intermediary/Successors of the 
Intel'mediary has/have alsO: agreed to refund the 
amount, if any, paid to him/them by way of ad interim/ 
special paxment in ~xcess of what was payable. 

' 
NOW THIS INDEMNITY BOND WITNESSETH 

that in pursuance ,of these agreements and in consi­
deration of a sum of Rs. payable as 
final compensation and lest due to the default and 
laches of the Intermediary/Successors· of the Inter­
mediary the State Government may suffer any financial 
loss he/they agree/agrees and firmly bound unto the 
said Go'vernor to always indemrlify and keep the said 
Governor harmless from such loss and by forthwith 
refunding to the said Governor the amounts as may be 
determined and demanded and in that event thi4 Bond 
or Obligation shall be discharged and fully satisfied 
failing which the same shall remain in force and continue 
and the Intermediary/Successors of the Intermediary do 
hereby agree that in case of his/their failure and neglect 
to pay on demand any such sum on any of the accounts 
mentioned herein before the said Government or 
Oovernment of West Bengal shall havf the right and be 
at liberty to realise the sum so· demanded as Public 
Demand under the Bengal Public Demands /Recovery 
Act or otherwise according to law with such interest 
thereon as allowed under the l~w. · 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Intermediary/ 
.Successors of the Intermediary .Shri ;Shri/ 
Shrimati subscribe to these 
presents . the day, month and year first 
abovewritten. 

Signed and sealed in the presence of-

(1) 
\ 

Address-
~ 

.(2) 

Address-

Accepted signed and sealed by 
District Compeqsation Officer for 
and on behalf of the Governor of t}le State of West 
Bengal on the day of . One 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-nine in presence of-

(1) 

Address-

(2) 

Address-· 
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Enclos~e to Board of Revenue Memo. No. 15714(JO)-Estt. (Comp.)/7l/79, dated 3rd Decem~r 1979 
' . 

PROFORMA 

Monthly Progress Report showing the payment of Compensation under the Estates Acquisition Acffor themonth of 
--------------,in the district of--...------"-----

.(1} 'Iotal No. ofC.A. Rolls received by the 
D.C.O.: 

(2) Amount inv.olved : 

(3) Total No. of C.A. Rolls consigned to 
Record Room : 
(a) 'Nil' Rolls : 
(b) For lack of response or non-com­

pliance of offer notice : 
(c) After final payment : 

(4) Total No. of rolls physically verified: 

(5) Total No. of cases/rolls agaib.st which 
payment has been made and the 
amount involved : . 

(a) Ad interim : 
(b) Annuity : 
(c) Final : 

(6) Total No. of rolls pending for issue of 
offer notice : . . . . . . 

(7) Total No. of rolls pending after receipt 
of Verified Statements from the 
ex-iqtermediaries : 

(8) Total No. of rolls pending for despatch 
to Record Room : 
(a) 'Nil' Rolls : 
(b) Due to lack of response to offer 

notice: .. 
(c) After payment : 

Up to 
-3-1979 

(i) 

•'' 

From 1-4-1979 Dliringthe From 1-~1979 
to 31-12-1979 current month to date 

(ii) , (iii) (iv) 

j 

N.B.-1. Column (ii), i.e., progress from 1stApril1979 to 31st December 1979, may be dropped in Monthly Returns 
after January, 1980. · · 

2. The 1st Monthly Return covering up to 31st January 1980 must reach Shri T. ~.Roy, Officer on Special 
Duty, Board of Reveque, West Bengal, by 20th February 1980 positively. . . . 

,., 

0 
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LAND REFORMS 3/80 

Government of West Bengal 
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section-Al, G.E. ~ranch 

No. '4070(15)-G.E. 269/79, dated Calcutta, the 18thf 
20th March, 1980 

To 
The Addl. District Magistrate(LR)/ 
The Add!. Deputy Commissioner(LR), 

'• 

Subject : Distribution of vested agricultural land­
disposal of obj~ction,f. 

In Board's ~emo. No. 31Q0(18)-G.E., dated 3.3.80 
(LAND REFORMS 2/80), it 'has been enjoirled that a 
concerted drive should be taken to distribute all available 
vested lands before the next sowing season and in any 
case not later than 30.6.80. 

The difficulties standing in the way of quick distri­
bution were discussed •in details in a meeting of Com­
missioners, D.Ms, A.D.Ms, Settlement Officers, etc. 
held in the Rotunda on 12.3.80: Some of the officers 

· present pointed out that delay was caused as the Unnayan 
Parikalpana-0-Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samitis which 
are functioning as the B.L.L.R.A.Cs are not finding 
it possible to complete the enquiries on the objections . 
filed against irregular distribution. The number of 
such objections is sizeable and obviously distribution 
work will suffer to a large extent' if such objections 
cannot ·be disposed of quickly, and where pattas are 
annulled under' the due process oflaw, the lands covered 
by such pattas are not distributed to the eligible bene­
ficiaries. 

He is, therefore, requested ' to identify the Land 
Reforms Circles where delay is being caused due to 
non-completion of enquiries by the members of the 
B.L.L.R.A.C. and take up the matter with the Sabhapatis 
of the Samitis concertJed. It should be impressed 
upon them that the ·programme of Government to 
complete distribution of vested lands within the next 
sowing season cannot be successful unless such enquiries 
are completed. as expeditiously as possible; It will 
also be advisable to take up the matter with the Sabhadhi­
patis. of the Zilla Parishads. . It may be' mentioned 
that the ~inister-in-Charge, Land & Land Reforms 
Deptt. has already addressed the Sabhadhipatis of 
the Zilla Parishads seeking active help and co-operation 
from the Panchayatraj institutions in the matter of 
quick distribution of vested lands. A copy of that 
letter is enclosed. 

.r S. SINGH, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 4070/1(22)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded for information to-

(1) The Commissioner, ........................... Division, 
................................................. 

(2) The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal. 

(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, , .................................... · ............ . 

Dated, Calcutta, 
the 20th March 1980. 

S. SINGH, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

LAND REFORMS 4/80 

Governmt:nt of West Bengal 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section~A.I, ~.E. Branch 

No. 4156(18)-G.E. 269/79, dated Calcutta, the 20th 
March, 1980 

To 
The Add!. District Magistrate (LR)/ 
The Add!. Deputy Commissioner (LR) 

Subject : Distribution of vested agricultural land­
Preparation of priority lists. 

A reference is invited to para 4 of Board's memo. No. 
6225(18)-G.E., dated 26-5-79, wherein it was enjoined 
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that the J.L.R.Os should place before the B.L.L.R.A:.C., 
that is to say, the Unnayan Parikalpana~O-Bhumi 
Sanskar Sthayee Samiti of the Panchayat Samiti the 
lists of eligible , persons along with· the schedules of 
vested lands and seek its recommendations as to the 
beneficiaries to whom the lands should be distributed. 
Subsequently on instructions from the Board of Revenue 
schedules of vested lands have been sent to the Panchayat 
Samitis of the L.R. Circles. 

In a meeting of Commissioners, .D.M.s, A.D.Ms., 
Settlement Officers etc. held in. the Rotunda on 12-3-80 
some of the officers pointed out that delay was caused 
in the matter of distribution: as some of the Sthayee 
Samitis (a) insisted on preparation. of fresh list of eli­
gible persons and (b) failed to make their recommenda­
tions due to various reasons. 

The pwgramme of distribution will suffer a setback · 
unless recommendations are made by the Sthayee 
Samitis quickly. He is, therefore, requested to identify 
the Blocks where delay is being caused due to the 
reasons stated above and take up the matter with the 
Sabhapatis of the Samitis. . It should be impressed 
upon the members of the Sthayee Samitis that the 
Samiti is competent only to alter/modify the priority 
lists prepared by the J.L.R.Os. It will, therefore, not 
be advisable for the Samitis to go in for a total revision 
of the list. The list, if already pr~pared by the J.L.R.Os 
in accordance with the instructions contain,ed in Board's 
memo No. 1403(15)-G;E. dated 3.2.78 and No. 6225(18)- · 
G.E., dated 26-5-79; should be accepted a_s the basis for 
allotment of vested agricultural land to eligible persons, 

. , with such modifications as may be considered n~cessary 
while disposing of claims and objections .. The Sthayee 
Samitis should also be requested to send their recommen­
dations to the J.L.R.Os as soon after the meetings as 
possible so that the said officer may take up the follow­
up action from his end. 

A report on the action taken may be sent to the Board 
in due course. 

S. SINGH, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No~ 4156/1(67)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded for information to -

(I) TheCommissioner, .............. ~ ............ Division, 

(2) The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissibner, 
....... / ............... .: ........................ . 

I 

(3) The Subdivisional Officer, ....... ~ ....... :· ........... . 
I 

S. SINGH, , 
Dated Calcutta, . Secretary, · · 

the 20th March, 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

_..,.___ 
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D. Bandyopadhyay, lAS. 

4952(33)~Q.E, 269/79, dated 2nd April. 1980 

My dear, 

Minister-in-Charge had wriiten a letter to all the 
Sabhadhipatis requesting them to hasten the process of 
distribution of vested lands among the eligible persons. 
You wiil agree with me tliat it will be a standing dis­
grace to the administration if we fail to distribute the 
lands that are within our control particularly when ~he 
land hunger among the landless and laridpoor is so 
acute. I would request you to involve the S.D.Os .. t_o 
chase up· the matter with all the Panchayat Samitis 
so that regular meetings of Unnayan Parika1pana 

., Bhunii Sanskar Sthayee Samitis are held for recommen­
ding names o( eligible persons. Cases of ann~lment 
pending with the S.D.O.s should be promptly disposed 
of. The uncertainty that is there due to the non-disposal 

. of annulment proceedings should be removed to bring 
· about stability in the countryside. . In course of yo~r 
tours kiBdly make it . a point to enquire abo at th~s 
matter from all the Sa.bhadhipati~ of Panchayat Samitis 
and.use your good ·offices with them for the completion 
of the task by 30th June 1980. . , 

~-is perhaps desirable to reflect for a moment t~e 
enormous economic benefit that this programme will, 
bestow on the landless poo:r. The total amount of 
land in the whole State available for distribution is 
3.94 1akh acres. It can easily rehabilitate over 3tlakhs 
landless household giving .them permanent source of 
income and employment benefit for years .to _cot?e· 
In a situation of growing poverty and margmahsat10n 
of the peasantry t~is would be a ma)or ~tep. fo~ atleast 
temporarily arresting the process of ImmisensatiOn. 

Yours sincerely, 

Memo .. No. 4c;)52/1(58)-G,E. 

Copy to:- , 

(1) D.L.R. & S., West Bengal. 

(2) The Settlement Officer, ................................ . 

(3) The Sub-divisional Officer,........................ . . q 

for information. 
"!· 

Dated, Calcutta, Illegible . 
the 2rid April, 1980. Land Reforms Officer, West Bengal 

• 
LAND REFORMS 2/80 

Government of West Bengal 
Ot6ce of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section-Al, G.E. Branch 

No. 3100(18)-G.E: 269/79, dated Calcutta, the 3rd 
March 1980 

To 

Th~ Additional District Magistrate(LR)/ 
Th~ Additional Deputy Commissioner(LR), 

•••• !' • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~·· : • "'' ............ . 

Subject : Distribution of vested agricultural lands 

A reference is invited to Board's memo. No. 6225(18)­
G.E., dated, 26th May 1979, wherein .it was enjoined Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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that distribution of 'available. vested agricul~ural lands 
should be completed by the -sowing season of 1979. 

2. A review of distribution made so far in all the 
districts has since been made. A statement showing 
the vested agricultural lands a:vailable for distribution 
in each district as on 1st January 1980 is enclosed. It 
is evident that a sizable amount of land is still pending 
for distriblltion in his district. · 

. \ 

3. Schedules of vested lands have since been sent 
to the Panchayat Samitis in 'all the L.R. Circles. Also, 
the Unnayan Parikalpana-0-Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee 
·Samitis which have been entrusted with the functions 
of B.L.L.R.A. Committees as envisaged under the 
sub-rule 3(a) of Rule 20A of the W.B.L.R.(Rules have 
since been constituted in almost all the Panchayat 
Samitis. In view · of the above circumstances, there 
should not be any difficulty in distributing the available 
vested lands. 

4. He is, therefore, requested to take up the work of 
distribution in right earnest so· that distribution' qf all 

~ available lands in his district is completed by the next 
sowing season and in any case not later than 30th June, 
1980. 

S.. SINGH, 
·Secretary, 

/ 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
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~o. 3100/1(117)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(1) Commissioner, .................................. Division 
\ 

···························.······· . 

(2) District Magis,l'atefDei?uty Commissioner, 

·········································· .. 
(3) Subdjvisional Officer, ................................... . 

(4) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, 

. .............................................. . 

(5) P.S. to Minister-In-Charge, Land and Land 
Reven.ue, 

for information. 

S: SINGH 
. Calcutta, 

the 3rd March, 198(). 
, Secretary, 

BoCfrd of Revenue, U(est Bengal 

Name of District Area of land Area of land Area of land Area of land Area of land 
vested hit by injunc- free for distri- distributed yet .to be 

tion · bution distributed 

!, 
(1) (2). .. (3) (4) (5) (6) 

24-Parganas 121514.85 38753.02 82761.83 5.1870.06 30891.77 
~ Howrah 6123.70 2281.07 3842.63 2257.39 1585;24 

Nadia 23743.45 5929.00,.. 17814.45 ·11269.00. 6545.45 
Murshidabad .. 51845.13 9972.79 41872.34 20772.09 21100.25 
Burdwan 77528:53 20400.84 57127.69 31108.76 26018.93 
Birbhum '. 36880.81 8724.34 - 28156.47 18555.69 9600.78 
Bankura 57003.69 8135.10 48868.59 33553.50 15315.09 
Midnapore .. 264286.98 27235.31 237051.67 141712.70 95338.97 
Hooghly 17543.64 4471.89 13071.75 7716.06 5355.69 
Purulia .. 87883:58 12395.64 75487.94 32012.95 43474.99 
Maida 1'9314.63 8314.21 71000'42 48531.39 22469.03 
West Dinajpur 138947.97 13907.05 125040.92 76026.14 49014.78 
Cooch Behar 58762.31. 2940.00 55822.31 42637.00 ·.· 13185.31' 

- Jalpaiguri 116744.58 4486.34 112258.24 ' 82424.74 29833.50 
Darjeeling .. 39056.31 986.76 38069.55 . 13612.75 24456.80 

Total: 1177180.16 168933.36 1008246.80 61'4060.22 ' 
394186.58 
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Government of West Bengal 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A.I;, G.E. Branch 

No. 248-G.E. 517/79, dated Calcutta, the 11th/14th· 
January ~980 

To 

The Addl. Deputy Commissioner(L.R.), / 
Pur~lia. . . · 

Subject : Problem of alienation of tribal lands. 

Ref: His D.O, Nt~. 143-AC dated 13.7.79. 

The problem of alienation of lands belonging to tri­
bals has been examined in dc;>th by the Board of Revenue 
The legal position is explamed .below :-. 

(i) Though in view of Section 3 and Chapter IIA 
of the ~.B.L.R. Act, the Chotonagpur Tenancy 
Act, 1908 as adopted for West Bengal and as 
modified by the Amendment Act of 1961 
stands impliedly repealed with effect froJll the 
date when the W.B.L.R. Act came into force 
in the ceded areas of West Bengal, the force of 
Chotonagpur Tenancy Act continues till the 
W.B.L.R. Act came into force in those areas 
in view· of Sections 8 and SA of the Bengal 
General Clauses Act. Therefore, provisions of 
Chotoriagpur Tenancy Act can be applied in 
cases of illegal transfer~ of 'lands belonging to 
Tribals and other communities protected by 
that Act. 

(ii) Under Section 46A(2)(a) of the C.N.T. Act 
such illegal transfer of lands of Scheduled Castes 
or Scheduled Tribes or of Kurmi Community 
shall stand forfeited to the State Govt. where 
it is the landlord. From the date of application 
of the W.B.E.A. Act to those areas, all inter­
mediary interests vested in the State and the 
State Govt. became the landlord of each and 
every raiyat. Therefore from that date onwards 
any such illegal transfer should result in forfeiture 
of the lands to the State Govt. 

(iii) The question of limitation is not a problem in 
C.N.T. Act. But the general law of limitation 
is applicable in v.iew of Section 230 of the said 
Act. Accordingly it may appear that on 
completion of adverse possession for 12 years 
or more a non-tribal transferee may acquire a 
title in the land, apart from the illegal transfer. 
But that question does not arise at all because 
in 1964 the State Govt. became the 'andlord 
in ceded areas in view of application of W.B.E.A. 
Act. Therefore from the year 1964 the .period 
of limitation as against the State Govt. is 30 
years. Fortunately nobody has yet completed 
such a long period of adverse possession from 
the date of illegal transfer. So the problem 
of limitation is not there. 

2. The procedure which should be adopted in de· 
cJiring the forfeiture, taking possession of lands and 
also resettling the same should be as follows :- · 

(a) A preliminary notice should be served on the 
transferees asking them to produce previous 
written permission of the Deputy Commissioner/ · 
District Magistrate (including any other officer 
enjoying the powers of a Deputy Commissioner/ · 
District Magistrate for the purpose within a 

;.' 
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(b) 

I 

re~sonable period to be specified by the officer 
having legal authority to forfeit illegally trans-
ferred land under the Act. "~ 11 

. . 'C :::::::w 
If no such permission can be shown, an order 
should be passed to the effect that the transfer 
stood forfeited under Section · 46A(2) of the 
C.N.T. Act. The date of forfeiture should, 
however, be after the date of application of the 
W.B.L.A. Act -from· when the State Govt. 
became the landlord.· 

(c) For the ends of justice and keeping in view the 
principles of natural justice the procedure laid 
down in Order 21 Rule 35 of the Civil Procedure 
Code .read with the ancillary provisions should 
be followed in delivering possession of the 
lands to the persons with whom the lands so 
forfeiture are settled, of course, befcke taking 

·away possession from the transferee, a notice 
for a short but t:easonable period should be 
served asking them to give up possession. 

I 

(d) As regards settlement of such lands, the eligibi­
lity is confined only to certain communities as 
stated in the proviso to Sectiop 46(2) of the 
C.N)T. Act. ' 

(e) · Thus tl;le order of forfeiture and the order of 
deliv:ery of possession should be two separate ::~ 
orders, because in the meantime the land should 
be settled with a particular person to whom 
poss~sion should be delivered. Normally, again 
for the ends of justice such lands sho1uld be 
settled with the previous owners thereof just_ 
after declaring and passing an order of forfeiture. 
When the previous owner,.or his heirs/successors 
are not available, settlement should be made 

· according to proviso to Section 46A(2) ibid. 
After the settlement is made, the order of delivery 
of possession should be made and then it will 
be followed by actual delivery of poss'essioti: 
according to the Civil Procedure Cod~. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTl, 
Special Officer and ( ex-()fficio) 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo No. 248/1(395)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to:- ' 
(1) T~e .. commissioner, .............•...... .' ... . 

· . ., DIVISIOn, ................................................ .. 

(2) The . J?istrict Magistrate (L.R.)/Deputy 
Commtsstoner, .............................. . 

(3) The Additional District Magistrate(L.R.)/ 
Additional Dy. Commissioner, .... · ....... . 

(4) The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
Wes~ Bengal. 

(5) The Settlement Officer, ................. . 
(6) The Scheduled Caste and Tribal Welfare 

. Department .......•......................... 
(7) · The Sub-divisional Officer, ............... . 
(8) The Sub-divisional Land Reforms Officer, 

Purulia 
for information and necessary ·action. 

ted Calcutta, 
the 11th January 1980. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI 
Special Officer and (ex-officio) 

Secretary, . 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

.. 
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-GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

. Omce of the Boar'd of. Revenue. West Bengal 
· Section A-1, G.E. Branch 

No. 8992(15)-G.E., 250/80, dated Calcutta, the 17th 
June 1980. 

To-
The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, ... ~ ..... . 
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Reference is invited to the meeting held at Rotunda 
on June -17th; 1980 regarding Administrative Guide 
Lines for settlement of disputes relating to cultivation 
and harvesting. The Standing _Guide Lines issued 
by the Board of Revenue in July, 1979 (a copy of which 
is enclosed)j should be strictly followed both in letter 
and in spirit. In settling disputes relating to cultivation 
and harvesting lawful protectiQn to the bargadars and 
assignees of vested lands to which they are entitled 
under' various laws should be ensured. Particular 
attention is drawn to paragraph 11 of the circular 
where .anticipatory action is called for to ensure 
peaceful cultivation and h~rvesting. 

A point was raised about the confusion resulting 
from Advocates' letters purporting to' contain court's 
orders relating to certain prayers in the writ petitions/ 
plaints which are not en;losed with such letters. In 
the absence of such' documents it becomes difficult 
for the authorities concerned to understand the full 
import of the court's order and to decide consequential 
administrative response. In such cases whenever 
there is a confusion, authorities concerned may write 
to the Advocate to supply the full text of the court's 
order along with the writ petition/plaint to enable 
them to comply with the court's order. Simultaneously 
the authorities should contact the Learned Additional 
Advocate General without delay. 

S. SINGH 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo No._ 8992/1(145)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(1) Home Department. 

(2) Inspector-General of Police, West Bengal. 

(3) Deputy Inspector-General of Police. 

( 4) Superintettdent of Police ................. . 

(5) The Commissioner, ........ Division, ....•. 

(6) The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal. 

(7) The Settlement Officer, ................. . 

(8) The Sub-divisional Officer, ............... . 

(9) The Sub-divisionai Police Officer, ......... . 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Dated, Calcutta, 

the 17th June 1980. 
'- S. SINGH 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF W~T BENGAL 

Board ,of Revenue · 

Standing Guidelines for Settlement of disputes relating to 
Cultivation and harvesting-Protection to Barga­
dars and astignees of vested lands. 

I. It is the intention of the Government to ensure -
peaceful cultivation and harvesting by maintaining' 
order by effective implementation of the land reforms 
laws. -

2. Bargadars whether recorded or unrecorded 
should be_ given full legal protection not only in culti­
vating the land anti harvesting the crop but also in 
·sharing the produce strictly according to law.- _ 

3. While it is neither possible nor desirable to list 
all possible types of cases of agrarian disputes relating 
to cultivation and harvesting, a few major types of 
potential conflicts are· being mentioned in the following 
paragraphs by way of illustration. Solutions of the 
variety of disputes may have to be locally found with 
the good offices of-Panchayat bodies. 

4. Where the dispute is between the landowner and 
the record,::d bargadar (including the bargadar who has 
got any .document showing his prima facie right of 

· cultivation issued by any public officer under any Act 
or Rules) the latter should receive full protection from 
the administratioJI in cultivating the land and 
harvesting the crop and getting -proper share of the 
produce. 

5. Though legally there is no distinction between 
recorded and unrecorded bargadars, so far as the 
benefits of the land reforms laws are concerned, there 
might be difficulties -in delivering the benefits to 

- unrecorded bargadars. ·Attention is drawn to section 
21B of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act which 
reads as follows :- · 

"21B. Person cultivating land of another person 
to be presumed to be a bargadar in cer_tain cases...: 
A person lawfully ·cultivating any land belonging to 
another person shall be presumed to be a bargadar 
in respect.of such land if such person is not a member 
of the family of the other person whose land he 
cultivates and the burden of proving tMt 'such land 
is in his personal cultivation shall, notwithstattding 
dn¥thing to the contrary contained in any other 
law for the time being in force, lie on the person 
who alleges that the person cultivating the land 
is 11.ot a bargadar in 'respect of such land." 

Therefore, under the law, if any person lawfully culti­
vates the land of another person he is presumed to be 
a bargadar. He should, therefore, get all protection 
under the law. 

6. A problem may arise if two or more persons 
claiming as bargadars raise a dispute about cultivation 
and harvesting. In all probability one will be the 
genuine bargadar and --the other a f~ke one. Local 
enquiries should be held to ascertam the fact and 
protection should be given to the genuine b~rgadar. 
Here again good offices of the Panchayat bodies may 
be sought . 

7. The possibility of dispute~ between ~wo genui~e 
bargadars one who had been Illegally evicted earlier 
and the bther who has been engaged in his place, 
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cannot be ruled out. As contemplated under section 
19B(l) (b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, the 
newly engaged bargadar will cultivate the land, harvest 
the crop and share the produce with the old bargadar 
who had been illegally evicted. Landowners in such 
cases will not get any share of the prOduce. It is 
desirable to bring about a solution on this line through 
the good offices of the elected Panchayat bodies. Such 
disputes should not be allowed to develop into open 
confrontation. Every attempt should be made to 
prevent, as far as practicable, conflicts between and 
among the poor. 
~ ... ._ --·""-· 

rs~ "The-prohlm may· be slightly differen£ regarding 
cultivation of vested land and harvesting of'produce 
thereof. Where the pattaholder is an eligible person 
under section 49 of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Act, he should be given all protection to cultivate the 
land, haryest the crop and take the entire produce. 

9. Where the pattaholder is prima facie a lion­
eligible person but his patta has not yet been annulled, 
he should be allowed to cultivate the land and harvest · 
the crop, if there i~ evidence that he is in actual 
possession of the land and he raised the crop himself 

- 0 

10. In case where the land reforms machinery has 
failed to hand over possession of the allo~ted land to 

·.the ·pattaholder who is an eligible P¥rson, all attempts 
should be made to put him in possessjon of the land 
immediately in ·accordance with the . rules including 
rule 20(A) 3(b) of the West Bengal Land .Reforms 
Rules. Where, however, such allotted ll,lnd has been 
cultivated illegally by a person other than the allottee, 
efforts should be made to sort out the problem by 
effecting amicable compromise through the good offices 
of the elected Panchayat bodies; wherever necessary. 

11. Determined efforts should be made to prevent 
and eliminate possibilities of violence during cultivation 
and harvesting. Sensitive areas should be identified . 
where serious breach of the peace is apprehended 
because of the threat of violence and precautionary 

. measures should be taken to forestall any occurrence 
of breach of the peace. Help and good offices of the 
elected Panchayat bodies should be taken in this 

. regard. 

12. Government expects that the functionaries at 
all levels in the district administration should llCt 
impartially. They should always bear· in mind that 
the weaker section of the community who have so far 
been deprived of .and denied of their legitimate rights 
and privileges are given full benefits and protection 
that they are entitled to under various laws. 

Writers•· Buildings,~ 
Calcutta, 

The 31st July 1979. 

· . GOVERNMENT OF WE-=>T BENGAL 
()ffice of the Board of Revenue, W-est Bengal 

Branch-G.E •. 
No. 16406(30)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 15th November, 

1980 
To-

( 1) The Collector, ............................................ . 
(2) Superintendent of Police, ............................. . 

................................................................ 
. Reports have been received that on the eve of the 
harvesting season land owners are obtaining interim 
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orders from ,the Hon'ble High Court directing, among 
others, the officers of our depa~ent and/or police 
ojp.cers to· mail).tain status quo. Such orders are com­
municated normally by the Advocates for the petitioners. 
It is often not every clear to Government officers as to 
. what is "status quo" in the given circumstances ·due 
to various reasons. . 

2. The expression 'Status quo' means the existing 
state of things at any given date, usually on the date of 
issue of the rule, unless any other date is specified in 
the order. ' 

3. In cases where lands were culivated by bargadars 
. in the last sowing (cultivation} seitson, "status quo" 

means physical possession of the b~rgadar, construc­
tive possession of the land-owner being exercised 
through the bargadar. In such cases the Government 
have been advised that an order for "status quo" 
means .continuation of physical possession of the 
bargadar who can harvest the_ crops raised by him as 
part · of his physical possession: 

P. K. DE 
Special Secretary, 

· Boqrd of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo No. 16406iH68)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-
(1) Additional District Magistrate (L.R.), ....... . 

.......................................... 
(2) Subdivisfonal . Officer, ..... ' ............. ~ .. 

for information and necessary action. 

·Calcutta 
P.K.DE 

Special Secretary, 
the 15th Nov., 1980 Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WFST BENGAL 
~ 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
G.E. Branch 

. 

No. 16407(30)-GE, dated Calcutta the 15th November 
1980 

To-

(1) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, 
································································ 

(2) The Superintendent of Police, .. · .................... .. 

1. Reports· have b~en received that on the eve of 
harvesting season landowners are obtaining orders 
from the Hon'ble High Court directing officers of thiS 
department and/or police officers to protect the peti­
tioners (landowners) in the matter of harvesting crops 
in their lands. Such ord.ers are mostly obtained m 
order to prevent Bargadarsj ·who cultivated the lands, 
from harvesting crops grown by the,n or alleging that 
it is apprehended that cettain persons might harvest 
the standing crops. Many such orders are communica, 
ted by the Advocates of the petitioners without giving 
plot nUD).bers or other specific particulars of the lands 
ooncemed. · · 

I. 

' I 
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2. In such cases the Government have been advised 
that the officer or officers concerned should immediately 
write back to the Advocate for the petitioner or the .. 
petitioner himself, as the case may be (whoever commu­
nicates the High Court's orders) requesting him to quote 
the order of the Hon'ble High Court mentioning the 
plot number and other particulars of the plots in res~t 
of which the order has to be complied with. Because, 
without plot number and/or <>t~er required particulars 
the Govt. officers are unable to1obey the Court's order. 
Another good reason for doing so is that in the garb 
of such unspecified orders the petitioners. may try to 
harvest lands even belonging to other persons and not 
mentioned in the Schedule to the Writ Petition concerned. 

P. K. DE, 
Special Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal., 

Memo No. 16407/1(68)-GE 

Copy forwarded to :-
(1) · The Additional District Magistrate (Land 

Reforms)/The Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Land 
Reforms) .................................................. . 

(2) The Sub-divisional Officer, ... : ...................... .. 
0 •• 0 •• 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ............................. ~. 

for information and necessary actiqn. · 

P. K. DE, 
Calcutta, Special Secretary, 
The 15th November 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL·_ 

om~ of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
. Section A.I., G.E. Branch 

~o. 16015(19)-G.E. ~89/8Q, dated Calcutta, the 6th 
November 1980. . 

To-
(1) · The Commissioner, ......... , ............. . 

Division, ................................. . 
(2) The Director of Land Records and Surveys. 

West Bengal. 
(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, ... · .... 

• • 0 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0. 0 0 0 •• 0 •••• 0 0 0 ••••••• 

Subject : Level to level administrative collaboration. 

Attention is drawn to item No. 4.1 of the operational 
decisions of the Third-Workshop on Land Reforms held 
on the· 15th and 16th September, 1980. 

A review of the level to level administrative colla­
boration made in the workshop revealed that there 
was further scope of more close collaboration amongst 
the different wings engaged in the field in the imple­
mentation 'of the Land Reforms programme of the 
Government. It is emphasised that such collaboratio_n 
at lower echelons of the administrative heirarcpy ts 

~ very important. It is, therefore, requested .that 
·necessary instructions may be issud to the units· un~er 
him emphasising the need for closer collaboration 
and understanding at the lower level of the field 

"" 
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functioneries. It should be imderstood that land 
reforms . programme is a package with several 

.components like Operation Barga, distribution of 
vested land, Institutional Finance ,to bargadars and 
assignees of vested land, etc. A particular . wing 
entrustedl with a specific job cannot play a meaningful • 
role with4\lut the :Qelp and co-operation from the sister 
wings. Frequent inter-wing visits/inspection of camps/ 

' offices is an essential component of administrative 
oollaboration at the superivisory level and should,· 
therefo.re, be effectively ensured. · 

Routine jobs requiring the association of different 
wings becomes easier . with closer colhiboration. 
Be~ides. day_ to· day problems in implementing the 
asstgned . dpttes can also be sorted out through dis­
cussi<;>ns with the fu~ctioneries of the sister wings. 
He ts, therefore, requested that meetings of the 
functioneries at comparable levels are frequently arranged 
and that the supervisory .officers under him undertake 
frequent inspection of the offices of the other wings, 
as was indicated in Board's memo No. 13104(19)-G.E .. 
dated 17th July 1978. 

Monitoring of the progress under this item is 
essential to make an assessment of the success of efforts. 
This has, unfortunately, not been to the extent expected. 
He is, therefore, requested to see that henceforth the 
quarterly returns as prescribed under Board's memo. 
No. 7555(42)-G.E., dated 19th June 1979, are regularly 
sent to the Board. . 

S. SINGH 
Secretqry, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo No. 16015/1(100)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-
(1) The Additional District Magistrate(LR)/ 

Additional Deputy Commissioner (LR}, .. 
•••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 • 0 ........ . 

· (2) The Settlement Officer, .................. .. 

, (3) The Subdivisional Officer, ............... . 

(4) The' Charge Officer, ..................... . 

for information and nece&.sary action. 

~ 

.Calcutta, 
the 6th Nov. 1980. 

N. G. SEN GUPTA 
Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal • 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

OfDce of tbe Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A-1, GE Branch · 

:No. 15615(5)-GE, dated Calcutta, the 27th October 
1980 

To-
(I) The Collector, Midnapore, 
(2) The Deputy, Commissioner, Purulia, 
(3) The Collector, Bankura, 
(4) The Collector, Birbhum, 
(5) The Collector, Burdwan. 
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Subject : Identification, of degraded/non-agricultural 
vested land for making over to ·the Forest 
Department for the purpose of planting sabai 
grass, etc. 

A copy. of the proceedings of the meeting taken by 
Minister-in-Charge, Land and Land Reforms Depart­
ment on 26th September 1980 at Jhargram and on 
29th September -1980 at Purulia with the officials of the 
Forest Department, S. C. and T. W. Department, Land 
and Land Reforms Departfnent, etc., is enclosed. , 
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2. With the aim of proper utilisation of the 
degraded/non-agricultural vested lands which have 
been .lying unutilised so far it has been envisaged in 
para. 12 of the proceedings that such lands should be 
made over. to the Forest Department for plantation of 
sabai grass and other· similar forest plantation after 
enquiry. The enquiry would be undertaken jointly 
by the Junior Land Reforms Officer, the Forest Ranger 

.and representatives of the Panchayat Samity. For 
this purpose the Junior Land Reforms Officer will 
prepare with reference to his records a list of vested 
non-agricultural plots adjoining the forests. On 
compilation of such lands he will fix up a programme 
for local inspection of the· plots in consultation with 
the local Forest Ranger and representatives of the . 
Sthayee Samity. A list of plots which after joint 
verification will be found suitable for plantation of 
sabai grass and any other similar forest plantation 
should be prepared and jointly signed. 

3. The Junior Land Reforms Officer will thereafter 
hand over such plots to the Forest Ranger on the basis 
of exchange of letters. After the plots have been so 
handed over the Junior Land Reforms Officer will 
initiate formal transfer proposal through· proper 
channel. 

4. If it is found that after raising of several forest 
crops the land becomes suitable for cu\tivation of 
normal' crops like paddy, wheat, etc., such lands will 
then be taken back from the Forest Department. 

5. A report on the progress of work achieved 'in 
a particular month should. be sent to the Board in the 
proforma enclosed, by the first week of the following 
month. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and ex-officio 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 15615/1(29)-GE'' 
Copy fohvarded to- . 
(I) Scheduled Caste and Tribal Welfare Depart­

ment of this Government. 
(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 

Bengal 
(3) Forest Department of this Government. 
(4) Additional District Magistrate (L.R.) ....... . 

<\dditional - Deputy 
~"urulia 

Commisfl· ~'"'Pr(L. R . ) 

(6) Settlement Officer, Midnapore 
(7) Settlement Officer, ..................... . 
(8) Conservator of Forest; . Western Circle 

Survey Buildings, Alipore. 

• 
(9) Cons9rvator of Forest, Central Circle Survey 

Buildings, Alipore. ' 

(10) Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry .Circle 
C.I.T. Buildings, P-16 India Exchange Place 
Extn., Calcutta 73 · 

(11) Chief Conservator of Forest, C.I.T. Buildings 
· P-16 India Exchange Place Extn., Cal.-73, 

(i2) Di~isional Forest Officer ................. . 

(13) Special Officer, Tribal Welfare .............. . 

for information and necessary action. 

Calcutta, 
27th October 1980 

A. K, CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and ex .. officio 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue,' West Bengal. 

PROFORMA 

Handing over of degraded/non-agricultural vested land 
to the Forest Department for cultivation of sabai grass, ;;, 
etc., pending formal transfer. 

District ........................................... ~ 
Name of the L. R. Circle~ ........................ . 
Month ............. , ..................... , ....... . 

Area 
inspected 

1 

Area of land 
suitable for Area actually 

handing over. handed ·over 

2 3 

Remarks. 

4 

l. On 26th September 1980 and 29th September 
1980, M.I.C., Land and Land Reform~, held meetings at 
Jhargrani and Purulia with officers of the Forest 
Department, S.C. ·and T.W. Department, Land Reforms 
Department, Police and the Magistracy, and representa­
tives of Panchayati Raj institutions to discuss 
operational implications of the. new directives on forest 
management in tribal areas. Various issues were ~ 
raised about the implementation of this Government 
policy and the tentative decisions ~rrived at in both 
these meetings are being ,summarised below. 1 

2,. A point was raised regatding identification of 
tribal household for 'issue of free permits for collection 
of minor forest produce mentioned in paragraph 2.1 
of.the.Directive. As household census might take some 
time it was decided that the implementation. should 
start by identifying the beneficiaries of this programme 
from amongst the existing permit holders lists of whom 
are available in various beat/range offices. Existing 
pertiits should be over-stamped .. free of cost" till the 
new permits are printed and distributed. The lists 
of new beneficiaries should be forwarded to the Range 
office by the Gram Panchayats. The new permit 
book/document .should clearly · state among others 
that the beneficiaries shall not in any way cut, injure 
or impair any standing tree. 

There was a discussion on the possible misuse 
of the privilege given to the tribals together fruits, 
flowers and leaves of ·various trees· unless there was 
some restriction on them to sell at least Kendu leaves 
and Sal seed only to LAMPS/WBTDCC Ltd/WBFD 
Corporation or aey other Government/public sector 

, 
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agency. Since both Kendu leave and sal seed were 
available also outside th~ forest area, it would be 
difficult to distinguish those which were brought from 
the forest and those which were available outside. 
Therefore, it will be impossible to enforce the mono- ' 
poly purqhase right of the public sector undertakings. 
Hence a suggestion was made that Kendu leave and 
sal seeds should be deemed to be forest produce whether 
brought from forest or not. For th~ purpose the rules 
made under the Indian Forest Act should be amended. 
If necessary a State amendment will have to made in 
the Indian Forest Act. 

4. LAMPS/WBTDCC should open adequate 
number of centres for procurement of kendu leave and 
sal seed so that the beneficiaris might not have to take 
any trouble to dispose of their produce to these ; 
organisations. The price at which these. commodities 
will be purchased should be decided beforehand with 
the approval of the State Government and due publicity 
should be given to these prices so that the benefici!U'ies 
are not cheated or deprived of their legitimate dues. 

5. It was also noticed that in certain areas LAMPS 
had very wide operational jurisdiction to work in the 
forest. Wherever necessary new LAMPS have to be 
set up to take full advantage of the monopoly right 
of purchase given to them under the new policy. 

6. It was made clear that poles to be supplied to the 
tribal beneficiaries would be made available to them 
from for~st depots. No tribal beneficiary will have 
any right to fell any tree for this purpose. Cost of 
extraction including that of felling, logging and carriage 
would be borne by the Department to be debited 
against ITDP. Value of the log should not be booked 
in this transaction. 

7. Since a lot of paper work will be required for 
all these operations it was decided that one additional 
hand will be provided to each Range of the concerned 
Forest Divisions to handle the extra work. The 
additional staff would be booked against the budget 
of I.T.D.P. 

8. It was suggested that the staff mentioned above 
should be recruited locally, largely from amongst 
schedule castes and scheduled tribes population by 
relaxing the existing Labour Department's. order on 
the analogy of the order relating to recruitment of 
Job Assistan!s of the Panchayats. · 

9. It was also decided that the traditional users 
of the host plants in the forest for the cultivation of 
Ia.:: and tassor should be allowed the facility free of 
cost without let or hindrance by the forest adminis­
tration. The beneficiaries might be identified with 
the help of the Panchayats, and if necessary, the same 
type of permits may be given to them including allot­
ment of host trees. The LAMPS would give financial 
back-up to the traditional users to. enable to produce 
lac and tassor and help them in marketing of the 
product. 

10. There are traditional collectors of some forest 
fruits like haritaki, boira, amlaki and other medicinal 
fruits, herbs and roots, who should be given the facility 
to continue their activity under the new permit system. 
LAMPS should undertake marketing of these valuable 
medicinal fruits, herbs and roots to enable the collec­
tors to realise fair price for these produces. 

. . . 
· 11. One of the traditional crafts in the tribal areas 

of Jhargram, Purulia and south western Bankura is 
the rope making from sabai · grass. It was decided 
that the beneficiaries would be allowed to harvest 
sabai grass planted in the forest area at the usual rates; 
LAMPS should give support price to encourage such 
harvesters to sell their product to the LAMPS. To 
eliminate fariahs/baparies LAMPS should also under-

. take advance of money to book· the future proJuc( tv 
be pur'(_hased ~t support price. 

12. Officers of the Forest Departm.ent wanted all 
the degraded/non-agricultural vested lands for planting 
of sabai grass. For this purpose the Ranger and the 
Junior Land Reforms Officer concerned should identify 
the land by joint inspection along with the represen­
tatives of the Panchayat Samity and lands so identified 
should be handed over· to the Forest Department by 
exchange of letter pending formal transfer proceedings. 

13. To implement the policy directive contained in 
paragraph 3 of the new directive on forest management, 
forest officers were requested to undertake quick 
reconnaisance survey of the occupiers of forest lands 
so that some benefits could be extended to the eligible 
occupiers within a very short time, say two months 
from now. Action for eviction should follow only 
after persuation bad failed and 'substantial benefit 

. bad been given to eligible persons as contemplated in 
paragraph 3. 

14. It was also decided that the Department of 
S.C. and T.W. should ·supply small manual crushers 
for extraction of butter/oil from the seeds of Mahua, 
Neem or Karanj. Small distillation plants should 
be supplied through th«;l LAMP so that leaves of the 
eucalyptus trees could be utilised for distilation 
of eucalyptus oil. Similarly, machines for rope 
making from sabai grass should be provided to every 
LAMP to enable the LAMPS to make better ropes 
from sabaj grass that would be purchased by them. ,, 

15.' It was felt that LAMPS should collectively 
bargain for better price for their various produces by 
opening outlets in big_- marketing centres. For this 
purpose they should .Qave depots/storage godowns at 
strategic points so that they can hold on their stock for 
getting the best possible returns. In this connection 
it was suggested that Chandrakona Road which is 
fast developing· as a big wholesale market for various 
forest produce should have a big marketing outlets 
for forest products of LAMP& 

. 16. Further operational directives should be issued 
by the concern'ed departments on the points mentioned 
above. Each circular should be issued with 
concurrence of all the concerned Department. 

GOVERNMENT OFtWEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section-Al, G.E. Branch · 

No. 15035(24)-G.E., Calcutta, the 6th October 1980. 

To-, 
(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 

West Bengal. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 
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(2) The Collector/Dy. Commissioner, ....... . 

(3) The Settlement Officer, ...... , .... : ...... . 

Subject : 

.... ~ .................. ·'· ......... R.S.O. 

Conferment of Document of Title on and 
bringing in records the. ·names of refugees 
from erstwhile 'East Pakistan (naw Bangladesh) 
. in terms of· West Bengal Acquisition of 
Homestead Land for Agricultural Labourers, 
Artisans and Fishermen Act, 1975. · 

A reference 'is invited to Board's instructions con· 
. tained in memo. No. 11025(245-G.E. dated 27th August. 

1980 regarding conferment of Document of Title· on 
and bringing in .records the names of persons eligible 
under the Act mentioned above. It has come to the 
notice of the Board that the refugees from erstwhile 
East Pakistan (now Bangladesp) who migrated on or 
before 16th December, 1971 ana are in possession of 
private lands and are eligible under the said Act, ·are 
neither being brought in settlement records nor Docu­
ment of Title is being co~ferred on them~ 

2. It is, therefore, enjoined tliat such refugees 
should immediately be brought into· records as is done 
in other cases and Document of Title should also be 
immediately conferred on them. · 

3. A report on the progress of work in this respect 
may please be sent to the Board in due course. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Officer·~ ex-officio 

Secretary, 
Bo~rd of Revenue, West Ben~al. 

Memo No. 15035/1-(23)-G.E . .­

Copy forwarded to the-
~ 

(1) Commissioner, ................ Divn ........ . 

t,2) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge, 
Land and Land Reforms Department/R.R. and 
R. Department. 

(3) Refugee Relief and .Rehabilitation Department 

(4) The Additional District Magistrate (L.R.) .... 

.... .... ... . .. ... . . , ..................... . 
fur information. 

Calcutta, 
. the 7th October, 1980 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Officer and ex-officio 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

. . 
GOV!RN r1ENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A.I., G.E. Branch 

No: 14637(3)-G.E. 408/80, dated Calcutta, the 2~tb . 
September 1980 · 

To......_ 
(1) The Collector, Midnapore. 

(2). The Deputy Commissioner, Purulia. 
\ 

(3) The Collector (Particularly for Raniband & 
· Raipur P.S.), Bankura. · 

Subject : ,. Implementation of new directives on forest 
. management in tribal areas-regularisation of 

occupation_ of forest land prior to August, 
1977.'' 

A reference is invited to the new directives on forest 
management in tribal areas issued by the State Govern­
ment (copy enclosed), the relevant extracts from which 
are reproduced below:- ~ 

.. 

"3. The Government have decided not to recog­
nise any Occupier of forest land who had 
encroached upon such land after August, · 
1977. About those who had been in occu­
pation o( the Reserve/Protected forest land 
prior to August, 1977 for a pretty long time, 
a screening would be done to find out who 
would be eligible under the criteria laid down 
in Section 49 of the West Bengal Land Re­
forms Act giving due priority to pe9ple be­
longing to Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled 
Castes. Those found eligible would be assig­
ned Pattas up to a1;1 area ·not exceeding one 

. acre per household. In cases where persons 

. have settl~d deep inside the forest attempt 
' should be made to persuade them to' move 
·to the periphery where they would be assigne-d 
similar type of land up to aforesaid limit. 
On the basis of this policy Forest Directorate 
should undertake a reconnaissance survey 
of the forest land as entered in the reaord"­
of-rights with the help of maps. They ~ 
should ide~tify and mark out on the map 
the plots which are under occupation of 
persons from before Au_gust, 1977. After , 
such plots are identified in any particular 

.,. area, '·screening, as described earlier, should 
be .undertaken jointly by the representatives 
of the Collector, Panchayati Raj Institutions, 
Forest Department and S.C. & T.W. Deptt. 
This Committee should thereafter recom­
mended the names of the eligible ~rsons 
for being assigned Pattas and identify the 
ineligible persons, against whom action should 
be taken for eviction. Attempts , should 
invariably be made to sort out problems 
amicably through persuasion as far as practi­
cable" . 

2. With a view to regularising the occupation of 
forest land in eligible cases as stated in the said dit:ec­
tives, jt. has been decided that a Screening Committes 
shall be constituted in the concerned Land Reforme 
Circle as follows :-

1. J. L. R. 0. of the Land Reforms Circle .......... .. 
Convener. 

'! 

;-
...--. 
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• '*Stir . . ·. ·. Is ' 

2. Ranger of the concerned area. 

\ 3. A representative of Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes Welfare Office of the district. ' 

4. A representative of the Unnayan Par.ikalpana 
0 Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samity. · 
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3. It shall be, the' function of the Co1~mittee tq 1 

screen the cases of the families, as may be referred 
to by the Officials of the Forest Directorate on the basis 
of the survey, ,if any, already made or to be made in 
pursuan~ of the aforesaid directives, to find out if 
they satisfy the prescribed test of eligibility, viz., in 
occupation of the forest land prior to August, 1977 and 
the criteria laid down in Section 49 of the West Bengal 
Land Reforms Act. 

; 

4. The Committee shall cause field enquiry to col­
lect factual information about the exact date of occ u­
pation of the forest land. The general principle should 
be that the families had raised three or more crops 

r prior to August, 1977 so as to qualify themseJves for 
considering their cases in terms of the aforesaid direc-
tives. - ' ·-

c- 5. The findings of the Committee shall be com-
municated to the Officials of Forest Directorate for 
taking necessary action, for denotification of the area 
under the Reserve/Protected Forest and to transfer 
the same in favour of the Collector of the district. 
The J. L. R. 0. shall simultaneously initiate necessary 
proposal for issuing Pattas in favour of the eligible 
families up to an area not exceeding one acre per house­
hold. 

6. For the purpose of implementation of the afore­
said directives, it is enjoined that the peripherial limits 
of a forest area shall be deemed to be the boundary of 
the mouja touched by the forest concerned. 

7. 'It has been decided to initially take up the work 
in the district of Purulia, Jhargram Subdivision of 
Midnapore di~trict, and Raniband and Raiput P.S. 
of Bankura district. ' · 

( I 

8. Ne~essary steps may be taken for c~~stituting 
the Screening Committees in ter01s of para. 2 above 

-~ and for taking· up the work on a priority basis. 

9. This issues with the concurrence of the S.C. &. 
T.W. Deptt. and the Forest Deptt. o.fthis Government. 

S. SINGH, 
Secretary; 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo No. 14637/1(8)-.G.E. 

Copy. forwarded to:-

(1) S.C. & T.W. Deptt. of this Government. 

(2) Forest Department of this Government. 

(3) Add!. District Magistrate (LR), Midnapore/ ' 
Bankura. 

·' (4) Addl. Deputy Commissioner (LR), Purulia. 

(5) S~ttlement Officer, Midnapore. 

(6) The Settlement Officer, Purulia/Burdwan­
Bankura, Burdwan 

for information and necessary action. · 

· ' M .. N. MITRA, 
Dated, Calcutta, ~ Deputy Secre,tary, 

the 25th September 1980. 'B_oard of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 14637fi2(2)-G.E. , 
Copy forwarded to :-

(1) ~ The Commissioner, Butdwan Division, 
Chinsur11h. 

(2) . The Director of Land Records & Surveys, 
West Bengal, Survey Buildings, Alipore, 
Calcutta-27. · 
I 

for information. 

M. N. MITRA, 
Dated, Calcutta, · Deputy Secretary, 

the 25th September 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

• 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
I 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
. , Se~ti~n A.I., G.E. Branch 

No. 13060(18)-G.E. 449/79, dated; Calcutta the 28th 
· August 1980 

To-
The Addl. District Magistrate(LR)/ 
The Addl. Deputy Commissioner(LR), .............. . 

The undersigned is directed to say that detailed 
instructions regarding determination of land revenue in 
terms of Section 23B of the L.R. Act were conveyed in 
Board's memo. No. 8724(18)-G.E., dated 13th July 1979. 
It has c~;~me to the notice of the Board that land revenue 
i$ not being assessed correctly by the J. L. R. Os. during 
mutation a,.rising out of inheritance or transfer. 

2. ~uri~i-asse~sment·of land revenue after mutation · 
orders are passed the following types of cases may arise. 
~he. ~ature of· cases . and t~e legal position regarding 
hab1hty to, pay revenue/cess m each are indicated below 
for guidance : 

Nature of case 

1. (a) The transferor held 
land above the ex­
emption limit, but 
after transfer his hol­
ding has been so re­
duced as to come 
below tlie exemption 
limit. 

Legal position regardiug: 
liabiiity to p~y revenue/ 

cess 

The transferor will not be 
liable to pay any revenue 
for the holding so reduced 
since the date of transfer. 
But he will be liable to 
pay cess on the basis of 
the revenue determined on 
prorata basis: Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 

    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 



(b) ·The transferor conti­
nues to hold land 
above the exemption 
limit even after the 
transfer. 

(c) The transferor· held 
.land below the ex­
emption limit before 
transfer and so conti­
nues after transfer. -

2. (a) As a result of transfer 
the total land of the 
transferee (his previ­
ous land, if any, plus 
the land now ac­
quired) exceeds the 
exemption limit. 

(b) The total land of the 
transferee continues 
to be below the ex­
emption limit eve!1 
after adding the ac­
quired land with his 
previous land, if any. 

(c) The transferee held 
land above exemp­
tion limit before 
transfer and after 
transfer his land hol­
ding has increased. 

He will be liable to pay 
revenue determin~ on 
prorata basis as also tess 
calculated on the basis· of 
.such revenue. 

The transferor will not be 
liable to pay revenue for 
the lands left with him 
after transfer. He will 
however pay c>ss on the 
basis of the: re~nue deter­
mined on prorata basis. 

·The transferee will be 
liable to pay revenue (re­
venue for previous .land 
plus revenue· for the ac­
quired land calculated on 
prorata basis) since the 
date of transfer. He will 
also be liable to pay cess 
on the basis of revenue so 
determined. 

The transferee will not be 
required to pay any reve­
nue. But revenue . will 
have to be dftermined by 
adding with the revenue 
for his previous land, if 
any, the revenue calculated 
on prorata basis for the 
lands ~wly acquired by 
him. The cess will be 
payable for the revenue so 
determined. 

The transferee will be 
liable to pay revenue which 
will be the agreegate of 
revenue payable for his 
previous land and the 
revenue determined on 
prot:ata basis for the ,land' 
newly acquired by him. 
He will be liable to pa:Y 

. cess calculated on the basis 
of such total r~enue. 

3. The revenue to be assessed for cases under 
I(a), l(c} and 2(b) above is notional and is t.o be used 
for the purpose of calculation of cess. Such revenue 
is qot meant for collection. 

4. All concerned may . please be instructed accor­
dingly. 

[Sufficient spare copies enclosedffor distribution 
among tl)e officers concerned] 

N. G. SENGUPTA, 
Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
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Metno No. 13060/1(79)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(l) p.L.R. & S., West Bengal. 

{2) The· Comissioner, · ...... , .......... : .... . 

Division, .................................... . 
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, 

•••••••••• • •••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(4) Settlement Officer, •••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••• 

(5) The. Sub-divisional Land Reforms Officer, 

(6) Land ·& Land Reforms 6epartment. 

(7) Section A. II of Board's office, 
for information. 

. . N. G. SENGUPTA 
Dated, Calcutta, Assistant Secretary, 
the 28th August 1980. Board of Revenue;- West Bengal. ~ 

·. . . 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Land and Land Reforms Department 

Land Reforms Branch 

No. 1728(33)-L.Ref./333/80 G.E: dated_ Calcutta, the 
the 14th August 1980 

To-
The Collector, 
The Additional District · Magistrate/ Additional 

Deputy Commissioner (Land Refroms), 
v· 

Subject :Appointing the Junior Land Reforms Officers 
to discharge the functions of R~venue- Officers 
under Section 50. of the West Bengal Land 
Reforms Act. i ¢ 

The undersigned is directed to say that in this 
Department memo No. 20479(35)-L.Ref.: dated the 
21st August 1975, it was laid down that with a view , 
to preventing any over-lapping oi jurisdictions, ths ~ 
J i.IUioi""Land Reforms Officers vested with the po..yer 
under section 50 of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
.Act under notification No. 20478-L.Ref., dated the 
21st August 1975 would not function as Revenue 
Officers under the said section in mouzas where revi­
siona1 settlement operation under section 51 of the Act 
is in progress till the records-of-rights of such mouzas 
are finally published. 

It has come to the notice of the Government that 
in many cases persons intending to take loan for • 
purposes like business, housebuilding, etc., are finding 
it difficu-lt to mortgage the lands purchased by them 
as the same do not stand mutated•(: in their names. 
On the other hand; in view of the -~hove order~ they 
have to wait till they can file objections on draft publi­
cation of the records for incorporation of their names 
therein. 

In view of the genuine difficulty being experienced 
l?Y the people, it has been decided by Governme~t 
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' 0·~ ~Hi~ 
' that in relaxation of the ~hove 9rders, in ge~uine cases, 

the Junior Land Reforms Officers w1ll also be competent 
to mutate the names of the purchasers qf lands under 
section 50 of the West Bengal ~and Reform~ Act.evc:n 
in those mouzas where settlement operatiOn 1s m 
progress subject to the following conditions-

(i) Such mutation should be done ·only under 
express order of the Additonal District. ~agis-
trate/ Additional Deputy Comm1ss1oner 
(Land Reforms).). 

(ii) Mutation would be allowed only i~ cases where 
the land purchased is required to be mortgaged 
for such bonafide reasons as securing bank 
loans or other institutional loan for building 
houses, starting industry, busine§'s, etc. 

(iii) Mutation ~ould not be allowed in case where 
it prima facie appears that the transferor. or .. transferee or both hold, on the .date of transfer 
land in excess of the ceiling limit under the 
provisions of the West Bengal Land Reforms 
Act. Before allowlng any such mutation 'the 
Junior Land Reforms Officers should consult 
the Settlement wing regarding the extent ot. 
land held. by the transferor and transferee both. 

(iv) In allowing such mutation, orders contained 
in Board of Revenue memo. No. 16233-G.E., 
dated the 26th August 1976 should be followed. 

(v) Intimation. of mutation done by Junior Land 
Reforms Officer should be invariably given to 
the corresponding officer of th~ settlement 
wing within a week of the .mutatiOn. 

(vi) The Junior Land Reforms Officers should 
niaintain a separate register for the cases of 
such mutation in the proforma enclosed. 

(vii) It would be the duty of the Sub~Divisional 
Land Reforms Officer to personally check 
these cases of mutation since the number of 
such cases is likely to be limited. 

M. C. DUTTA, 
Calcutta, Deputy Secretary to the 

The 14th August 1980. Government of West Bengal. 

·. No. 1728(33)/1(126)-L. Ref. 

Copy forwarded for information to the .:­
(1) Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

I 
(2) Director of Land . Records & Surveys, West 

Bengal. 

(3) Commissioner of, ........................... Division. 

(4) Settlement Officer, 

(5) Sub-Divisional Officer, 

(6) -'Charge Officer, 

(7) Sub~Flivisional.Land Reforms Officer, 

M. C. DUITA. 

75. 

Calcutta, 
The 14th August 1980. 

· Deputy Secretary to the 
Government of West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue~ West Bengal 

Section A, G .E. Branch 

No. 12056(4)-G.E. 315/80, dated Calcutta, the lith 
,August 1980 

To-

The Collector/Deputy Commissioner ................ .. 

................................................ ) .. 

·Subject : Regularisation of unauthorised occupation of 
vested and khas lands bY, the ~efugees. · 

The question of regularisation, of unauthorised occu- , 
pation pf vested and khas lands by the Refugees (i.e. 
the displaced persons from e£stwhile East Pakistan) 
in this State has been under consideration of the Govern­
ment for' sometime ~ast. 

p) It was decided that regularisation of the unautho­
rised occupation of such lands that took place up to 
26-6-75 would be considered under the scheme and that 
the work might be started in selected areas, where there 
had been heavy concentration of refugees, for. ·regu­
larisation of homstead plot only. It was reported 
that large quantum of such land~ were squatted upon 
by the refugees in the districts of Jalpaiguri, Birbhum, 
Bankura & Darjeeling. It was accordingly decided 
that the work of regularisation of the unauthorised 
occupation would be started in the above districts at 
the first instance. 

· (3) For this, purpose thef!imary task wo.uld be to 
identify the. ar~as covered b such unauthonsed occu~ 
patiQn by the refugees and to find out the actual number 
of refugee families who would be benefited under the 
scht!me. After such id~ntification only, it would be 

·possible to find out the quantum o.f h?mestead land 
per family to be taken up. for regulansatwn. 

(4), In Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation Depart­
merit Memo. No. 3766(15)-Rehab/14S-7/79(Pt), dated 
I-7-80 the District Officers have already been requested 
to tak~ up the work of identificatio.n of refugee fam~l~es 
which will include collection of particulars of the fam1hes 
and survey of the lands in their actual possession. 

' ' 
'(5) It is envisaged here that the _J. L. R. · Os .. ~ill 

assist the officials of the Refugee,. Rehef ~nd Rehabilita­
tion Deptt. in the work by makmg available to them 
the mouza maps, the schedule of v_ested lands and other 
relevant particulars as may be required by them. 

' ' . 
(6) The work of id~ntification is i.mport~nt as subse-, 

quent regularisation will depend on It. I~ Is, therefore, 
requested that the J. L. R. O.s !f!JY be advised. to extend 
all possible help and coo~~rat!<Jn to the officials of the 
Refugee Relief and Rehab1htat10n Department. 

S. SINGH 
Secreta,-y, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Calcutta, the 11th August, 
1980. . . Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 

    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 
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Memo No. 12056/1(7)-'G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

(1) The Refugee Relief' and Rehabilitation 
Departll);ent 

(2) . The Commissioner 

Division ........................ · .......... . 

. (3) The Additional Collector/The Additional 

Deputy Comissioner 

for information and necessar~ action. 

S. SINGH, 
Secretary, , 

Board of Re1·enue, West Bengal. 

. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Departments of Forest, Land and Land Reforms, 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Welfare and Board of Revenue 

\NEW DIRECTIVES ON FOREST MANAdEMENT . 
IN TRIBAL AREAS 

Dependence of tribals on forests for their livelihood 
is wellknown. In certain areas the tribals had custo­
mary usage of gathering brushwood/fuel wood, leaves, 
flowers, fruits and seeds of certain trees from the forests 
free of cost. That. apart, occasionally under ~he 
erstwhile private forest they could take wood for maki_ng 
ploughs or rafter of the houses (rom forests. . W1th 
the vesting of the forests in the State and their sub­
sequent conversion to Reserve/Protected forests the 
customary usage ceased to exist. ~iscontirtuanc~ of 
this usage had adversely affected the hfe of the tnbals 
dependent on forest. 

1.2. Of·late, there have been increasing instances 
of Iaroe scale illicit extraction. of wood from the forest 
areas.::. One of the reasons could be ascri.bed to 
involuntary withdrawal of customary practices. it has 
also created misunderstanding among the forest .JJased 
population about Government's policy, regard!ng 
maintenance, promotion, development and protectiOn 
of forests. It is recognised that protection of forests 
can only be ensured with the willing participation of 
the population whose life. is depe~dent on . forestry. 
It is also recognised that without forests, the hfe of the 
population dependent on forestry. would be avdersely 
affected. Hence, a balance has to be srtuck between 
the national need for protection and ,developme~t 
of forests and. the customary usages on which the life) 
style of the tr1bals d~pend. . . . 

2.1 In view of this the-Government have decided 
to allow the tribals free of charge-

(i) to collect brushwood/jhanti for domestic use­
head load per individual and cart load per 
group·; 

(ii) to gather leaves, flowers, fruits and seeds of 
trees· like Mohua, Peasal, Kendu, Sal, etc. ; 

76 

(iii) 

. 0 

to ·have one pole per tribal household per 
annum for being us,ed as plough, · and. three 
poles tribal household for house construction 
every ~ve years ; and · · 

(iv) to assign .any tree in t~e .forest as Jaber Th~n 
for the purpose of offenng prayers and worshtp 
~Y tribals. · ' 

2 2. The Forest Directorate in consultation with 
the Panchayats would issue free permits to not more 
than two· persons per tribal household situated in ~r 
around the Reserve/Protected forest area. The per~rut 
would indicate clearly ~ privileges that are bemg 
granted uoder the'new forest policy for the tribal area. 
No fee would be levied for. issuing permits. 

3. The Government 'have decided not to recognise 
· any occupier of forest land who ha'd encroached upon 
such land after. August 1977. About those who 
had been in occupation of the Reserve/Protected. forest 
land prior to August 1977 for a pretty longr tJme, a 
screening would be do~e to. find out. who _would be 
eligible under the criteria la1d down 10 sectiOn 49 of 

· the West Bengal Land Reforms Act giving due priority 
to people belonging to Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled 
Castes. Those found eligible would be assigned Patfas 
up to an area not exceeding one acre per ~ou.sehold. 
Ih Cllses where persons have settled deep mstde the 
forest attempt should be made to persuade the~ to 

. move to the periphery where they \y.oul~ ~e asstgned 
similar type of land up to aforesaid hmtt. On the 
basis of this policy Forest Directorate should undertake 
a reconnaissance survey of the forest land as entered 
in the record-of-rights with the help of maps. They 
should identify and mark out on the map the plots 
which are under bccupation of persons from ·before 
August 1977. After ~uch. plots a~e identi~ed in arty 
particular area, screemng, as described ear.her, should 
be undertaken jointly by the representatives of the 
Collector Panchayati Raj Institutions and Forest 
Departm;nt. This Committe.e. should there~~ter 
recommend the names of the eltgible persons for bemg 
assigned Pattas ·and identify the ineligible ~rs~ms. 
against whom action sHould ]:>e taken for .evtcttOn. 
Attempts should .invariably lie mad.e to sort out 
problems· amicably through persuasiOn as far as 
prac~icable. , 

4.1. For increasing employment potential, Govern­
ment de!l'ires that down~tream activities for processing 
of the forest produce, to the· extent possible, should 
be undertaken departmentally either by the Forest 

• Directorate or' by the Tribal Welfare. Department of 
by the existing LAMPS. Similar]): attempts should• 
be made for large scale afforestation. under the DPAP 
departmentally. In the areas ·where vested non­
agricultural lands in sufficiently big chunks would .not 
be available. Centrally sponsored scheme for mixed 
plantation should be implemented on small lots under 
the control of Panchayat. Vested non-agricultural 

· land, which would not be· taken · over by Forest 
Directorate should be. made over to. the Pan~hayat . 
for raising mixed plantation. · 

4.2. Coupe operation should be given to Labour 
Co-operatives/Societies/LAMPS . of tribals to the 
extent possible. Forest Directorate should employ 
as casual/temporary workers whether directly or 
through contractors mainly from ~mongst the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes households 

j 
i 
' l 

'l 

. ·~ 

'1 
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, .r .. 
situated in and around the forest~ Induction of labour 
from outside should be avoided as far as practicable: 
Forest protection. staff whether oil regular· or casual 
basis should also preferably be engaged from amongst 
the tribals and Scheduled Ca~tes population of. the 
area. 

S. Government expects that with ·these privileges~· . 
which are vital to the life of th.e tribal population, 1 

misunderstanding that had developed in certain areas 
would be removed and mutually beneficial · and 
hanilonious . relationship wouid develop between the 
forest administration and the ·loei:al people particularly 
·the tribals. Gobemment also expects that. with this 
new forest policy the tribals would spontaneously 
come forward to help the Government in protecting 
and developing the forest wealth of the nation. 

·' 
GOVERNMENT OF. WEST BENGJ\.L 

Oftlce ot the :8oFd of Revenue, West Bengal 
. No. 13376-G.E. 555/77, dated Calcutta the 13th/26th 

October 1979. 
To-

The Additional, District Magistrate(L.R.), 
.Midnapore. 

Subject : Settlemtnt of land tp the servic~personnel. 
Ref.: · His' memo. •No. ·1300-L.R.M. · datedSth 

. March 1979. 

Writers' Buildings, 
Calcutta, 

The 28th July 1980. 

Note : - Datailed operational inst.ructions are beiDa issuect ~il­
rately by the respective departments. 

_ The undersigned is directed to say that ·in the Land 
Reforms Circles where the quota of lands earmarked 
for distribution amongst the service pers~nnel has 
been exhausted, no further distribution should be made in accordance with the- principles of · special benefit 
extended to such persolin.el under orders of the Board. 
The. military personnel may now be treated as on the 
88J;Ile footing with others in the .matter of distribution 

f 
of lands and ·settlement made in cons.ultation with the 
Sthayee Samities on Land Reforms ·acting as Block .· 
.Level Land Re~orms Advisory Committee. 

.· . A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
· Special Officer and ex-qfficio 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Beogal 
Section-A, Branch G.E. 

Me~o. No. 1134;0(2)-G.E. 192/80,, dated Calcutta, 
the 28th July 1980. 

~ To- . 
The Additional District Magistrate ·. (L.R;); 

24-Parganas, Alipore. . • 
The Additional DeputY Commissioner,· PuruJia. 

• 
Subject : Settlement . of land to service personnel. 

Ref;. His D.O. :Wo. 4715-L.R., dated 10tli ~pril 
1980 

. His Nos. 563-L.R., dated 20th March 1980 
and 720..L.R., dated 8th April 1980. 

I' 

· Secretary, · 
12th October 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

' Section A, Branch G.E. 

Na. 11342-p.E. 192/80, dated Calcut~, 2&th July 1980 

To-. 
The Addj'tional District· M~gistrate (L.R.), 
M\ll'Shidabad. 

Subject : Quantum of land ]or settlement with the 
· · service-personnel · . . 

Reference: His.No. 2089-I.R., dated 16th June 1980 

A copy of Boaid's memo. No. 13376-G.E., dated 
13th/26th October 1979 is sent herewith for informatio11 

.., and necessary act~on. · · 

In terms of Board's memo. No .. 13376-G~E., dated 
13th/26th October' 1979, copy sent wider Board's No. 
11340(2)-D.E-...dated 28th J.uly, 1980, ihe special benefit 
88 long extended to fJle service personnel and their 
families in the matter of distribution of vested land 
has been withdrawn and that no fulther land will be 
earmarked especially for them where such quota has 
been exhausted. Their cases . fOJt.JlloQ!lent of.' land 
are~ be treated a~ on the samf~~~ with others . 

N. G. SENGUPTA, 
Officer on Special Duty, · 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

" 
Memo. No. 11340/1(15)-G.E. 

Copy with a copy of Board's memo. No. 13365-G.E., 
dated 13th/26th October 1979 forwarded, to all th~ 

Additional District Magistrate(L. R.) ....••.•.... 

Additional Deputy Commissioner,(L. R.) .......... . 

N. G. SENGUPTA. · 
Calcutta, Officer on Special Duty, 

The 28th July, 1980. Bt~ard of R•venue, Wut Bengal 

Th'8 upper limit of vested land thlt··bm be allotted 
to the eligible ·persons as set forth, i.e., 1· acre instead 

· of 1 hectare subject to other conditions in term ()f 
Board's memo. No. 6225(18)-0.E., dated 26th May 
1979, will also apply in cases of service personnel. 

. A, K. CHAKRABO}\TI. . 
Special Officer and ex-officio 

Secretary. 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

. Memo. No. 11342/1(18)-G.E. 
Copy forwarded for information and guidance to all 

others. . . 
Additional District Magistrate~ .........•........ 
~dditional Deputy, Commissioner. ; . , ......... . 

A, K.. CHAK.RABORTI, 
Special Officer and ex-officio 

Calcutta, . · Sceretary, 
The-28thJulY,, 1980.. Boar~ ofReyenue, West Bengal. 
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GOVERNMENT. OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Boarcf of Revenue, West Beagal 
Section A.I., G.E •. Branch. 

. No. 11075{19)-G.E. 336/80, dated Calcutta, the 22nd · 
. · Juiy 1980. 

-T~· 
(1) The D.L.R. & S., West B~ngal. 
(2) The A.D.M.(L.R.)/A.D.C.(LR) •............. 

Subject : Issue of certificate for the purpose of Farmers' 
Old Age Pension. 

In terms of rule 3 of the West Bengal Farmers' 
Old-age Pension Rule, 1980 a person shall be entitled 
to the benefit of old-age penston if he fulfils among 
other things the following conditions, namely-

(i) He cultivated as a bargadar land measuring 
not more than 2 acrcts; or 

(ii) He owns not more than one acre of agricultural 
land in the aggregate and, 9ultivated/cultivates 
the same, or 

(iii) He is an agricultural labourer. 
I 

2. Persons be\onging to categories (i) and 
(ii) abov~. are re9uired u~der. the rule~ to furnish along 
with thetr penston apphcatton, certificates from the 
concerned Junior Land Reforms Officer or competent 
Revenue Officer regarding the quantity of land culti­
vated by them as a bargadar or owned and cultivated 
by them, as the case may be: 

3. There will be the following three categories of 
applicants for issue of such certificates- . 

(a) (i) Persons 1 who possess either parcha or 
. bargadar's certificate. · 

(ii) No separate certificate for. farmers' old-age 
pension need be issued to such persqps. 
They should be advise.d to furnish the parcha 
-or the bargadar's certtficate, as the case may 
··be, with their application for pension. 

\ 

(b) (i) Per~on~.-"·~-<hVn.ing . and ~ultivating. land or 
culttVapifg Jand as bargadat: . who have been 
recorded in the settlement records, but have 
not been so far given any parcha or bargada1;'s 
certificate. 

(ii) As soon as they approach the Junior Land 
Reforms Officer/Revenue, Officer immediate . 
action should be taken to give them the 
above certificates and they should be advised 
to furnish · ·the same along with their 
application form a~ iri (a) above. 

(c) (i) Persons \vho own and cultivate l~d as raiyat · 
or cultivate land as: bargadar but have not 
been brought into the records. 

(ii) A statement should be obtained . from. them 
with details of the land owned or cultivated 

, ~. bargadar~. The ·.statement so obtained 
should be venfied wtth the records.. Where 
revisional settlement under section 51 has 
n~t · yet been · taken up· the · Junior· Land 

... ... 
Reforms. Officer should issue the certificate 
after verifying the statement with the· first 
copy of the Records'--of-Right, Tenants' 

. Ledger and other ancillary records. If 
necessary local enquiries may also . be held 
to verify the veracity of the statement. Whero 
revisional settlement has been taken up the 
Revenue Officer, Le. Halka Officer/Attestation 
Officer/Circle Officer should issue the 
certificate after verifying tP.e. statement with , 
the. records in whatever stage they lie. A 
certificate regarding land owned or land 
cultivated ·as bargad;u .'should be issued on 
completion of such . verification. Stage of 
settlement proceedings in which the records 
lie at the time of verification should be clearly 

· indicated in the certificate. 
(iii) Simultaneously necessary action should be 

initiated for recording of the names of such 
raiyats or bargadars in. the settlement records. 

4. A model ~ertificate is enclosed which may be 
used with modification, if necessary, according to the 
local conditions. 

5. A register with details 'or the persons t~ whom 
such certificates are issued should be maintained. 

A. K. (':HAKRABORTI, 
Special Offic.er,and (ex-officio) 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

-::::::::::--
Memo. No. 11075/1(136)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

. (1) The Settlement Officer, ................... . 
... 

(2) The Charge Officer, ................. , .. .. 

(3) The Subdiv~sional ~Officer,_. .............. . 

( 4) The. Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer 
.......................... '• ............... . 

for information and necessary action. . 

,. 

Dated Calcutta,. 
the·22nd July 1980. 

A, K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer .and (ex-officio) 

Secretary, . 
Board of Revenue, Jfest Bengal. ,:--

~GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

. Office of the ~~unior Land Reforms Officer/ 
Revenue Officer, etc. 

Certificate .regarding iand cultivated as bargada;fland 
owned as raiyat for the purpose of 

Farmers' Old Age ·Pension. 

This is to certify that Shri/Sm ........ , ........... . 

...... : .. . son/daughter/wife of ............... _.( •. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . (address) ............ , ...• 

. ..... •, .................................... '• ..... . 
· *is ·a ·bargadar iri. respect of ...•............ acres of 

land. owns .. · .............•.... · ....... acres of land 
in mouias comprised . in the jurisdiction of this 
circle*/Halka/C8mp. 1

· · i : · 
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' This certificate is issued on the basis of the first copy 
of the R.O.R.*/ entries in the Khanapuri-Buj.harat/ 
attested/draft published records. , 

t ' 
Signature of 

Seal J.L.R.O.fRevenue Officer. 

*Strike out whatever is not necessary. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

f)ffice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A~I, G.E. Branch 

Land , Reforms 8/80 

No. 10575-G.E. 443/79, Call;)utta, the 16th July, 1980. 

To 
The Director, 
Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bengal. 

Subject : Taking over possession of vested lands under 
section 14T(3) of West. Bengal · Land 
Reforms Act. 

In continuation· of Board's Memo No. 8995:-o.E. · 
(Land Reforms-7/80); dated 17th June 1980 the under 
sign'ed is directed to state that the procedure envisaged 
therein should be, followed for taking over possession 
of lands in respect of which vesting orders under section 
14T of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act ~repassed 
by the Revenue Officer on or after lst August 1980. 

The eXisting procedure should be followed for taking 
over possession of lands vested as a result of order~ 
passed ·by the Revenue Officer prior to 1st August 1980. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Special Officer Qfld (ex-officio) 

SecretarJ~t 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 1Q575/1(161)-GE 

Copy forwarded to-

(1) The Commissioner, ..... ; ...•.... Division. 
I 

(2) The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner~ • 
.... , •,• .................................... . 

(3) The ~Additional District Magistrate/ Additional 

Deputy Commissioner ................. . 

(4) The Settlement Officer ................ .' .•. 

(5) The Charge Officer ..... , : . .....•......... 

(6) The Subdivisional Officer ............... . 

{7) The Sr. Land Reforms Officer .............• 

(8) Section A-III/C-1/C-11 
for information 

, Dated, Calcutta, , 
:The .16th July, 1980 

, A. K. CHAKRABORTY, 
Speoiai'Officer and (ex-officio) 

, , , Secretary, ... 
!Joarq of Revenue, WeitBengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section A-1,, G.E. Branch , 

Lind Reforms 7/80 

No. 8995-G.E. 443/79, dated Calcutta, the 17th June, 
' 1980. ' ' 

To 
The Director of Land Records and Surveys, 
West Bepgal. ', 

Subject : Taking over possession of ve$1ed lands 
under Section 14T(3) of West Bengal Land 
·Reforms Act. 

' . 
Section 14T(3) of the West Bengal Land Reforms 

Act provides that the Revenue Officer may on receipt 
of a return submitted under sub-section (1) or sub­
section (2) of Section 14T or on, his own mo~on, 
determine the, extent of land which is to vest in· the 
State under section 14S and take pessession of such 
lands. , , . · 

tfnder notificatlon- No. 26500-L. Ref., d~ted 29th 
, OCtober 1975, issued by the Land and Land Reforms 
Department, (a) all Special Revenue Officers, Orade-ll, 
(b) all Junior Land Reforms Officers.· (c) all Settlement 
Kantingos, Grade-l, and (d) :all Settlement Kanungos, 
Grade-11 have been appointed to discharge, within 
their ' respective jurisdiction, the functions of the 
Revenue Officer under Section 14T ibid. 

So long the Junior Land Reforms Officers have been 
· taking over possession of the lands vested under the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Act wi~hin their respective 
jurisdiction. The question has been reviewed by the 
Board in view of the provision for determination of 
land exceeding the ceiling and taking over possession 
ofthe vested lands in .the same section, namely, Section 
14T(3) it~. desirable that the same Revenue Officer 
who deternunes the extent of excess. land should take 
over possession of such lands after vesting. This will 
also .facilitate payment of compensation for ,$Uch 
lands. 

' 
. It has accordingly, been decided by the Board that 

·l}enceforth. only the Special Revenue Officers, Grade.-II 
and Settlement Kanungos, Gfade-1 will take over 
possession of vested lands under section 14T. of the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Act within their respective 
jurisdiction. After taking over possession, they will 
send lists of.such lands to the respective Junior Land 
Reforms Officers who will enter the lands in Register 
VIII and will take steps for distribution of the same. 
'While taking 'possession .of vested lands, the Special 
Revenue Officers-II or Kanungos-1 will take with them a 
tepresentative of the Junior Land Reforms Officer in 
whose jurisdiction the lands have been vested and are 
proposed to be taken possession of. · 

, He is requested to issue directions to all conceme<;i 
accordingly. · , 

I ' 

S. SINGH. 
'· Secretary, 

'Board of Revenue. West Bengal. 
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Memo. No. ~995/1(161)-G.E. · _ 

Copy forwarded to-
(1) The Commissioner, ........ Division .....• 
(2) The District Magistrate/Deputy C::ommissioner, 

"' ......................................... . 
(3) The Additional District Magistrate/Additional. 

Deputy. Commissioner, ............... : .. 
(4) The Settlement Officer, ................. ; 
( 5) The Charge Officer, ...... , ............. .. 
(6) The Sub-divisional Officer ................ -. 

· (7) The Sub-divisional Land Reforms , Officer, 
........................................... 

(8) Section C-1/C-11. 
for information. S. SINGH 

Secretary, Dated Calcutta, 
The 17th :Tune, 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.· 

To 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
· Section-Al, .G.E. Branch · 

No. 4284-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 22nd/28th 
March, 1980 

The Joint Secretary, to tpe Govt. of West Bengal 
Agriculture Department, . 
(Cr. & W.B. Branch). 

Subject : Identification of small and marginal farmers 
in case of loans of the Co-operative Banks for 
execution of M.I. Schemes.' 

· · Ref: His memo. No. 513-Cr. & W.B. fJM-11/19, 
dated 26-2-80, addressed to the Member, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

The undersigned is directed to refer to his memo. 
cited above and to re-iterate that it is the responsibility 
of the concerned department which implements the . 
M.I. Schemes to identify the small and marginal farmers. 
However,· in view of the fact that in case of Crop Insu­
rance Sc,heme, jt was decided that Junior Land Reforms 
Officers .would c'ertify land holdings of small and 
marginal fatn;1ers on the basis of the records available 

·with them, it has further been decided by the Board 
that similar facility would be extended also in the case 
of loans of Co-operative Banks for execution of M.I. 
Schemes. Necessary instructions are'being issued from 
this end to the Add. District Magistrate/ Addl. Deputy 
Commissioners (LR). 

Co-operation Department anh the Registrar of 
Co-operative Societies are also being informed. 

A. K. CFIAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer c:l (ex-officio) 

· Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

I 

Memo. No. 4284/1(18)-G.E. 
'I 

Copy forwarded to the- . 
(1) Addl. District Magistrate (LR)/ 

Addl. Deputy Commissioner (LR.), .............. . 
.. .. .. .. .. . .. .. for information and necessary action. 

(2) The Junior Land Reforms Officers may be 
requested' to follow -the instructions contained 
in Board!s memo. 16525/1(18)-G.E., dated 
18-12-79, in this case also. • · 

"' 

'so 
~ 

. . ~· -
(3) This ,has a reference to'memo. No. ·29476(16) 

IV-1524/78, dated 7-12-79, fr~ the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies to the District Magis- · 
tra'tes/J;>eputy Commissioners. 

A. K .. CHJ\l(RABORTI, 
. -Special Officer & (ex-officio) 

Calcutta, Secretpry, 
The 24th & 28th March 1980. Board,of Revenue, West 

Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
Office of the Board of Revenu.~, West Bengal 

Section-Al, G.E. Branch 
1 

No. 16321•G.E. 696/79, dated Calcutta, the 12th Decem-
ber, 1979/12th March, 1980 · 

To 
T~e A~gitional District·Magistrate. (LR), 
M1dn~pore'. 1 . • 

Subject : · Recordin~ of "heley mosur'' as bargadar. 
Ref : Her D.O. No. 808-CLR, dated 15th November1979 o 

· The undersigned is directed to say that under the 
'heley mozur' system, the persons engaged for culti­
vating lands of other persons take the produce of a ... 
plot of land as his share of produce. Thus such persons 
come under the definition of barAadar given in section 
2(2) of· the W.B.L.R. Act. Stwh persons should, 
therefore, be recorded as bargadar. · · 

< A. K. CHAKRABOR.TI, 
Special Q,{ficer & (ex-officio) 

· Secretary, 
Board of R~venue, West Bengal. 

· Memo. No. 16321/1(26)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to -
(1) pirector of Land Records and Surveys, West 

Bengal. , 
(2) Additional District Magistrate (LR)/ 

Additional Deputy Commissioner(LR), .. 
(3) s~tti~~~i ··am~~::::::::::::::·.::·.:·:.:·:.:·::.·::.·::::..... ~ 

for information. · · 
A. K. CHAKRABORTI, ; 

· ' Special Officer & (ex-offido) ltr 
.· Calcutta, · ::;ecretary, , "' 

. The 1~th December 1979. Board of Revenue, West i 

Bengal. · 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Board of Revenue, West &nga1 
Section-A, G.E. Bran~ 

No. 192(75)-G.E., dated Calcutta,' the 9th January 19801 

To-
(1) .The Additional District Magistrate (LR), 
(2) The Additional· Deputy Commissioner (LR), 
(3) ~e Settlement Officer, ................ ) ... :; ....... .. 
(4) The Subdivisional 6ffi.cer, ..................... ~·:· 

1. It has come to the notice of the Board of Revenu 
that in some cases officers appointed under section 1 

. of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, pas 
' combined and conditional orders for terQ:lination o 

eultivaiton by bargadar, where cases were filed unde 

t 
I. 
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section 18(1)(a) only or cases were filed simultaneously 
under sections 18(l)(a) and l8(l)(b). For example, 
in a case of this nature under section 18(l)(a), an officer 
appointed under s.ection 18 passed order to the effect 
that in the event of the bargadars' failure to deliver 
the share of produce to the owner within the specified 
date, the bargadar • would be evicted from the 
land un:ler his cultivation. Such an order is not in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act for the 
following reasons. 

2. Termination of cultivation by the bargadar 
cannot be made except in execution of an order made 
on one or more of the grounds stated in section 17(1 ). 
Section 17(1 )(c) and its proviso should be read with 
section 18. An owner of a land has the option to file 
application under section 18(l)(a) or 18(l)(b) or to 
file applications under b9th the sections 18(l)(a) and 
I 8(1 )(b) simultaneously. If the owner chooses to 
simply file an application urider Section l8(l)(a), the 
officer appointed under section. 18 cannot proceed to 
give him a relief under section 18(l)(b), since such 
relief has not been prayed for under section 18(I)(b) 
and until an order passed under section 18(l)(a) is 
disobeyed by the bargadar. In other words, only 
when an order under section 18(l)(a) is disobeyed by 
the bargadar or the order is not satisfied even in the 
execution stage, then and then only the cause of action 
arises for an order under section l8(l)(b) for termination 
of cultivation by bargadar. , 
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3. \Vhere an owner files applications under sections 
· 18(1 )(a) and 18(l)(b) simultaneously, the application 
under section l8(l)(a) should be taken up for hearing 
at first and until an order passed under section l8(l)(a) 
is either disobeyed or is not .satisfied in the execution 
stage, no order can be passed under section 18(1)(b) 
for termination of cultivation, though a simultaneous 
application has been made under section · 18(I)(b). 
Such an application under ·section l8(l)(b) should be. 
kept pending till that stage is reached and it will be 
taken up for disposal at that stage only. 

4. However, in a case, where no prayer is made 
under section l8(l)(a), but a_prayer for termination of 

J ' cultivation is made under seCtion 18(I)(b) straightway, 
an order for termination of cultivation by bargadar 
can be made without an order under section 18(l)(a) 
(since there was no application under that provision), 

!' if one or more of the grounds laid down in section 
17(1) is/are proved. · 

All concerned may please be instructed accordingly. 

K. P. DE, 
Deputy Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

No. 192/1(428)~G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-· 
.. 

(I) The Commissioner, ........................... Division, 

(2) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,_ 
West Bengal. 

(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, ....... : .... 
··························· ............. . 

' 
(4) The Settlement Charge Officer, ....................... . 

(5) The Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, 

(Spare copies for distribution amongst the 
J. L. R. Os are enclosed) 

for information. , 

K. P. DE, 
Calcutta, Deputy Secretary, 

The 9th January, 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

GOVENMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 

Section-A(I), G.E. Branch 

Land Refoms l/80 
• 

No. 882(42)-G.E. 474/78, dated Calcutta, the 28th 
January, 1980 

To 
. (I) The Director. of Land Re.c~rCJs & Surveys, 

West Bengal. 

(2) The Collector, ................................... . 

(3) The Addl. District Magistrate (L.R.)/ 
The Addl. Deputy Commissioner (L.R.), 
............................. ~ .. ······· 

(4) The Settlement Officer, ........ · .................... .. 

Subject : Operation Barga. 

Recently by an order [No. 425(23)-G.E., dated 16-l-80] 
of the· Board of Revenue the time limit for Operation 
Barga has. been extended up to 30th June 1980. The 
programme of recording of bargadars for the entire 
State has been reviewed. Total number of bargadars 
reqorded up to 30th November 1979 is 7,72,924. This 
figure includes bargadars recorded in K-B stage. 

2.1. The review revealed a downward trend in the 
rate of recording of bargadars during the last few 
months. It is time that the programme is resumed 
in all seriousness in all the districts so that the estimated 
target can be reached by the target date. 

2.,2. The question of any change in the methodology 
was considered. It was found .that no major. change 
was necessary though a number' of inadequacies in the 
implementation of the present methodology became 
evident. It was noticed that area of operation was 
not alw;:tys correctly selected ; that evening meetings 
were not always held in the evening and at places where 
bargadars generally resided ; that adequate prior publi­
city was often not given, that organisations of rural 
workers were not always properly informed ; that 
operation did not immediately follow the evening 
meetings ; that squads, officers-staff did not stay in 
the vicinity of the area of operation and instead com­
muted from static posts, that field verifications were 
not always done with expedition and promptitude 
that was necessary' for this quick operation ; that 
barga certificates were not distributed immediately 
after the operation wa.<> over, and that subsequent 
entries in the R. 0. R. were not made immediately on 
completion of the work in most of the cases. 

3. What is more important now is to identify the 
areas whore there is high incidence of unrecorded 
bargadars and to take up the work in those areas irres­
pective of whether Operation, Barga/K-B was done Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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there previously or not. A system for collecting correct 
information on bargadars should be evolved. The 
sources of information will be, apart from the personal 
knowledge of the officers and the functionaries posted 
in the areas, the information furnished by the Peasants' 
Organisations and Panchayat bodies. It should be 
remembered that the fact that Operation Barga was 
conducted in an area, would not necessarily mean 
that a total coverage in the matter of recording of 
bargadars had been ensureq. In areas where still 
sizeable number of unrecorded bargadars is believed 
to exist, another attempt will surely yield results. · 

4. In view of the above position the following steps 
should be immediately taken : 

(I) The identification of priority pockets in all the 
districts should be made. ' 

(2) Squads of officers as indicated in Board's Memo· 
No. 12304(27+-G.E., dated 5-7-78, should start 
functioning immediately. 

(3) If J. L. R. O.s cannot be associated with the 
squads for compelling reasons, Circle Inspectors 
may be deputed. 

(4) The S. L. R. 0. should be actively associated 
with the Squads where Circle Inspectors have 
been deputed in place of J. L. R. O.s 

5. A large number of petitions of bargadars praying 
for recording of their names is pending disposal in some 
of the districts. These petitions have to be attended 
to immediately. The number of such petitions should 
be assessed and assigned to required number of officers 
with direction to dispose those of within a fixed date. 
The relevant provisions in West Bengal Land Reforms 
Rules requires that a certificate should be given to the 
bargadar recorded either under section 50 or 51 of the 
Land Reforms Act. It should be ensured that such 
certificates are given to the bargadars immediately on 
recording of their names .. 

6. Meetings should- be held only in the evening so 
that proper attendance of the persons interested to 
record their names is ensured. 

7. With the target date fixed at\30th June, 1980 
there are only five months available for the job. In 
order to reach a reasonable target another six lakh 
bargadars are yet to be recorded. Therefore, the target 
of recording per month would be to the tune of I ,20,000. 
The. districtwise breakup of the target assessed having 
regard to the trend of recording of bargadars, number 
of L.S. bargadars, etc. is given in the enclosed sheet. 

8. The Additional District Magistrate (L.R.)/Addi­
tional Deputy Commissioner ('L.R.) and the Settlement 
Officers are requested to immediately prepare list 
of priority pockets and take up the work: 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special. Officer and (ex-officio) 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo .. No. 882/1(412)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded for information to :-

(1) The Commissioner, ........................... Division, 
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(2) The Settlement Charge Officer, ....................... . 

(3) The Subdivisional Officer, .......................... . 

· (4) The Block Development Officer and Executive 
1 Officer (ex-officio), ......... : .............. Panchayat 
Samiti. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
. Seecial Officer and (ex-officio) 

Calcutt.a, · Secretary, 
The 28th January 1980. Board of Revenl{e, West Bengal. 

I 

Districtwise Break-up-of Target of Barga Recording 

Name of the District Monthly Target 
-+---

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

(9) 
(10) 
(I 1) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 

24-Parganas 12,000+2000+2000 
=16,000 

Howrah .. 6000+ 1000 
=7000 

Nadia 10,000 
Murshidabaq 10,000 
Burdwan .. 10,000 
Birbhum .. 4000 
Bankura 0 0 4000 
Midnapore 12000 :+ 2000+ 1000 

-15000 
Hooghly 0. 8000 
Maida 8000 
West Dinajpore 8000 
Cooch Behar 8000 
Ja~paiguri 8000 ° 

Darjeeling '· 4000 ... 
Total: 4, 1,20,000 

GOVERNMENT OF. WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section-A.I, G.E. Branch 

Land ~eform. 5/80 

' 

No." 4157(27)-G.E. 474/78, dated Calcutta, the 20th 
March 1980 

To .,. 
(I) D.L.R. & S., West Bengal. 

(2) A.~.M. (LR)/A.D.C.(LR), ....................... . 

(3) The Settlement Officer, ............................. . 

Subject : Operation Barga-recording of bargadars on 
petitions. 

A reference is invited to Board's Memo. No. 882(42)­
G.E. dated 28.1.80 wherein it was enjoined that the 
Operation ·Barga should be completed by 30.6.80. It 
is expected that the programme of Operation Barga as 
envisaged in para 4 of the said memo. has been chalked 
out in the meantime and the work taken up in right 
earnest All efforts should be made to achieve success 
in this matter. 

In this connection particular attention is drawn to 
para 5 of Board's Memo. under reference. It was 
envisaged that the petitions from Bargadars for recording 

. 

0 

'" 

c. 
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their qames in the settlement records should be dis~ 
posed bf within a fixed date. The matter was discussed 
in the meeting of the Gommissioners, D.M.S., A.D.M.S., 
and Settlement Officers held at .Rotunda on 12.3.80. 
It was felt during discussion that a large number of 
such petitions js pending for disposal in different dis­
tricts. 

Immediate steps may please be taken for disposing 
of the petitions. A report as to the action taken in 
this regard may also please be sent to the Board. 

The number of petitions pending in his district on 
31.3.80 should be reported to the Board by 15.4.80 
positively. Thereafter monthly report of disposal of 
such petitions may kindly be sent to the Board. 

S. SINGH, 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 4157/1(92)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the : 

~ (l) Commissioner, ............... Divi~on, ................. . 
(2) Disirict Magistrate, ................................... . 

(3) Settlement Charge Officer, ................... ; ........ .. 
(4) Subdivisional Officer, ................... , ............ . 

for information. 

S. SINGH, 
Dated Calcutta, Secretary, 

The 20th March 1980. Board of Revenue •. West Bengal. 

D. Bandyopadhyay, lAS. 

5099(24)-G.E. 474/78, dated 5th April 1980 

My dear, 

'- After a short sojourn of two mont?s abroad, I am 
back. , · 

~Monthly target of ,..ecording of Bargadars was fixed 
by Board of Revenue's No. 882(42)-G.E., dated 28.1.80 
to ensure substantial completion of the work by the 
extended time limit of 30th June, 1980 .. I understand 
that in the meeting that was held in the Rotunda on 
12th March, 1980, some participants expressed doubts .1' 
about the possibility of fulfilling this monthly target. 
I do not know whether before expressing such an 
opinion any attempt was made for organising the work 
and mobilising manpower and resources for fulfilling 
the objective. Any , discussion following such action 
would have been. meaningful. But as far as I could 
gather opinions were expressed freely on a priori personal 
predilictions rather than on experience arising out of 
actual work. Of course this is nothing new. It 
always happens in such meetings in our State where a 
"free style" ethos dominates the proceedings. Un­
fortunately, we are now fairly close to the deadline. 
Hence chances are that you may have to step up the 
monthly out tum to achieve the target. 

Meanwhile, a circular [No. 4157(27)-G.E., dated 
20.3.80] was sent from the Board of Revenue about 

disposal . of ·pending petitions for barga recording. 
K-B disposai of petitions and evening meetings followed 
by instant recording of bargadars are all parts of the 
same programme-'Operation Barga'. Therefore, there 
should not be any confusion in aqybody's mind about 
Operation Barga. If you have any confusion, I repeat; 
any process which hastens recording of bargadar is 
Operation Barga. Kindly fix up programmes for · 
evening meetings, ·disposal of pending petitions and 
hastening of K-B work particularly regarding recording 
of Bargadars in such a way that by June 30, 1980 you 
might be in a position to report substantial fulfiltnent 
of the target. We shall be gJateful to have copies of 
the programmes so fixed after joint consultation with 
the officers engaged in this ta11k. 

Yours sincerely, 
D. Bandyopadhyay. 

Memo. No. 5099/1(18)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to : 

(1) A.D.M. (LR)/A.D.C.(L.R.), .......................... . 

for information. 

Dated Calcutta, . 
The 5th April1980. 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms Commissioner, 

West Bengal. 

D. Bandyopadhyay, lAS. 

5410(33)-G.E. 474/78, dated 11th April 1980 

Kindly refer to my letter No. 5099(24)-G.E., dated 
5.4.80. All out mobili~ation of manpower is required · 
to complete 'Operation Barga' by the 30th June, 1980. 
S.L.R.O's should be fully utilised in organising the 
evening meetings and leading the Operation Barga 
Squads. I know the collection season is still going 
on in full swing. Hence, either the C.I. or the J. L. R. 0. 
should always be associated with the O.B. squad. Ful1 
involvement of the Management )Ving with this work 
is essential to achieve the target. I have written to 
you to let us know the programme you have fixed for 
O.B. I intend to undertake extensive tour for a random 
check. 

To-
All Collectprs 

(Copy) 

Yours sincerely, 
D. ijandyopadhyay. 

' ' 

Memo. No. 5410/1(9)-G.E. 

Copy to: 

(I) The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal. 

(2) The Settlement Officer, ............................... .. 

Dated Calcutta, 
The 11th April 1980. 

D. BANDYOPADHYAY, 
Land Reforms Commissioner, 

West Bengal. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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D. Bandyopadhyay, 
Land Reforms Commissioner, 

West Bengal. 

No. 16162-G.E. 428/80, dated 8th November, 1980. 
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Mv dear · 
i ho~ you will agree with me that the following 

table regarding recording of Bargardars ·makes a dismal 
reading: 

Month 

April-July 1980 
August, 1980 
September, 1980 

Performance 
(In roood figures) 

30000 (on an average) 
19000 
10000 

When the average performance could readh 30000 
a month on the average for a period of continuous three 
months I find no other reason for this abrupt fall 
excepting slackening in efforts on the part of officers· 
and staff. 

Had it been the case that the performance in other 
items has shown remarkable improvement one could 
perhaps ignore this fall from a~ministrative. poin~ of 
view. But the total picture 1s equally depressmg. 
Nothing seems to move in this vast organisation. Only 
recent development is related to crop survey in 2000 
mouzas for which amins have been drafted for a fort­
night. Certainly this should not be shown as an alibi 
for this poor achievement. 

We cannot carry on any special programme inde­
finitely. We .have to ring down curtain one day or 
other. The current period of O.B. is expiring on 30th 
November 1980. We are considering extension of the 
time by, say, another three to four months. If it 
were done we must have a definite programme to reach 
a definite target by the end of the finally extended 
period. At the rate .of 30000 per month in four months 
we could have an additional r~cording of 1.20 lakhs 
bargadars. ~ecently, we have promoted 101 Kanungos-
1/Jl:lnior Land Reforms Officers as S.R.Os-II. Your 
organisation was running short of this crucial senior 
management staff. Now that you are getting them, 
I hope· ¥OU could form task forces headed by these 
newly promoted ones in areas where you expect best 
result and achieve the target of 3 lakhs in case the time 
is extended up to March 1981. All that is required is 
extra effort on the part of Settlement Officers, Addition 
District Magistrates(L.R.) and other functionaries of 
the Bbard of ~evenue and in districts for deploying 
manpower and supervising the work of joint squads 
at the village cluster level. 

Pending receipt of formal orders from the Govem­
ment regarding extension of time you may advise the 
Settlement Officers to start planning, deployment of 
manpower and implementation of the scheme on the 
basis of this letter. 

Copies of this letter are being endorsed to all your 
Settlement Officers and Additional District Magistrates 
(L.R.) for ad'lance action: 

Shri S. Singh, 
D.L.R. & S., West Bengal, 
Ali pore, Calcutta.27. 

Yours sincerely, 
D. BANDYOPADHYAY. 

.. ,. 

Memo. No. 16162/1(26)-G.E. 428/80 

Copy forwarded to-

(1) Additional District Magistrate(L.R.), ... · .. , 

(2) Settlement Offieer, .................. ; ... . 

for informati<;>n and necessary action. 

Dated Calcutta, 
The lOth November, 

1980. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer and ~ex-officio) 

Secretary, 
Board of Revenue,, West Bengal. 

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section-A(I), D.E. Branch 

No. 16166(27)-G.E. 594/80., Dated Calcutta, the lOth 

To­
.(1) 

(2) 

,November 1980. 0 

The Director of Land Records. and Surveys, 
West Bengal · 
The Ad,dilional District 
The Additional Deputy 

. .. 
Magtstr'ate/ 

Commissioner, 

(3) The Settlement Officer, ................. . 
( 

Subject : Operation Barga-night. halts, etc. by the 
functionaries associated with. 

A reference is invited to paras 3.3.1 and 3.3.3. of the 
operational decisions of the Third Workshop 
on land reforrns held on 15th and 16th September, 
1980, 

2. The following two factors were identified to be 
responsible for retarding the progress of pperation 
Barga in some of the areas :-

(a) R:ecalcitratio~ of the field functionaries to m~ke.!. 
rught halts 10 the mouzas where- Operatton 
Barga is conducted, and 

(b) Not holding evening barga .meetings. 

3 . .,. It should be remembered that the purpose 
behind the programme of Operation Barga" is recording 
the maximum number of bagadars through concerted 
efforts by the field functionaries and -involvement of 
the representatives of the Panchayatiraj. institutions. 
Meetings are required to l;le arranged in the evening 
so that the proposed. beneficiaries may attend the 
meetings without any dislocation of their daily routine, 
that is to say, cultivation, etc. Again night halts by the 
functionaries associated with the job is expected to 
.infuse in them a seuse of involvement as an essential 
component of the combined sustained effort for 
recording of bargadars. 

4. · He is, therefore, requested to issue . necessary 
instrqctions to the field functionaries concerned to 
make night .halts in the

1 
areas where Operation Barga 

is conducted. Meetings should also inyariably be 
arranged in the evening so as to secure maximum 
attendance by the would be beneficiaries. Applications 
from the bargadars who intend to record their names 
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or list of such bargadars should be accepted in the 
. evenitag meetings. Such applications along with those 
received--on the subsequent days of the operation should 
be quickly enquired into and recording in the 
appropriate cases made according tv the u&ual 
procedure. · 

5. It is emphasised that the methodology envisaged 
in B')ard's Memo. No. T2304(27)~G.E., dated 5th July 
1978, '.VJS worked out with a view to creating an impact 
in the minds of the bargadars who· are sufrering from 
a sense of hesitancy" to record their names due to 
vario·1~ ~easons. Any dilution in the efforts would· 
rende l·o~e entire exercise of Operation BargC~ to routine 
recording of bargadars in the K-B stage. , This will 
frustrate the very purpose of the progm1nme of 
Operation Barga and has to be arrested. 

6. He is, therefore, requested to ensure that there 
is no slackening of efforts at ·the field level in 
implementing the programme of Ope,ration Barga. 

S. SINGH,· 
Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. No. 16166/1(119)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to the-

' (I) Commissioner, .......... Divisiqn, 

(2) District Mag.istrate/peputy Commissioner, 

•• 0 ••••• 0. 0 ••• 0 •••••••• • •••••••••••• 0 •• 0. 0. 

(3) Subdivisional 

(4) Subdivisional 

(5) Land and 
for information. 

Calcutta, 
Tlie lOth November 

1980. 

·Officer, ... -.............. . 
I 

Land Reforms Officer, ..... . 

Land Reforms Department., 

N. G. SENGUPTA, 
Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo.' No. 16166/2(15)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded to-

( 1) Shabhadipaty, ; ......... Zilla Pari shad, ...... .. 

(2) Executive Officer-cum-Block Development 

Officer, ............ · .... · ..................... . 

Calcutta, 
The lOth November 

1980 

N. ~- SENGUPTA, . 
Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 
• 

·GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
· G.E. Branch 

No. 11743(27)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 4th August; 
1980 \ 

To-

(1) The Direct~r of Land Records & Surveys, 
West Be~al. 

.<...,. 

(.2) The Additional District Magistrate (LR)/ 
The. Additional Deputy Commissioner (LR), 

·····.··········.·········································· .... 
(3) The Settlement Officer, ............................ .. 

• 
Subject : Issue of certific_ates to bargadars. 

A reference is invited to notification No. 3290-L. 
Ref., dated 9.9.80 amending Schedule 'A' of the West 
Bengal Land Reforms Rules wherein it was provided 
interalia, that in the case of a bargadar who is. recorded 
as such, the Revenue Officer should, pending issue 
of a copy of the khatian, give a certificate to him. 

. 2. A wrther referen ~e is also invited to the noti­
fication No. 2U4-L. Ref., dated 11.6.79, amending rule 
21 of the West Bengal Land Rcf:Jn1.1s Act so as to pro­
dive that the Revenue Officer under secti·.Jn SO(e) of 
th~ W.B.L.R. Act should issue a certificate to the barga-
dar recorded unde_r the said section. ' 

3. It has come to the notice of the Board that the 
gap between· the number of newly recorded bargadars 
and the number of certificates issued is large in some 
settlement operatioQs as also in some Land Refort.ns 
Circles. In order to ensure that those who have been 
recorded as bargadars, but have not received ·either a 
parcha or a barga certificates be handed over either a 
certificate or a parcha forthwith, all Halka Officers/ 
Centralised Camp Officers should make time bound 
programme to hand over barga certificate or parchas, 
as Gt~ case ~pay be so as to complete the work by 31.8.80. 
Instead of bargadars being asked to come to the Halkas 
or Camps, to receive · the . certificate or the parchas, 
programmes should.be made to distribute the documents 
in the concerned mouz~ .. 

4. The Revenue Officers acting· under section 50( e) 
should also prepare a time bourid programme for 
distribution of certificates to the bargadars recorded 
under ·section SO(e) s·o as to complete· the work by the 
end of August, 1980. 

\ 
The progress made in the matter may plea~e be re­

ported to the Board by the first week of September, 
1980. 

N. G, SENGUPTA,. 
' . ..., . . · · Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Ben[;al. 

Memo. No. -i1743/1(92)~G.E. 

·Copy forwarded to :-

(1) 'Land & Land Reforms Department. 

(2) · The Commissioner, ...................................... . 

(3) The District Magistrate/The Deputy 
Commissioner, E>fficer, ................................ . 

(4) The Settlement Charge Officer, ....................... . 

(5) ·The Sub-divisional Land 'Reforms Officer, ........ . 
................ ., ................ . 

for inforfnation. 
' 

Calcutta, 
The 4th August 1980. 

N. G. SENGUPTA, 
Assistant Secretary, 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL . . 

Office of the Board of Rev~niie, West Bengal 
Section ·A(I), G ,E. Branch. 

No. 16939-GE, dated Calcutta, the 29th November, 
1980. 

To-" 
The Additional District Magistrate (LR), 
Birbhum. 

Subject : Interpretation OJ section 16(1). of the 
West Bengal Land Reforms Act. 

In supersession. of the 'instractions issued u~der 
Board's memo. ~No. 116&6-G.E./222/77, dated 30th 
September, 1977, the Board of Revenue has b~en advised 
to say that the bargader has the option to accept or 
refuse plough, cattle, manure and seeds necessary for 
cultivation, if supplied by the ladowner. 

S. SINGH, 
SIOitl/zry 

Board of Revenue, West Bengal. 

Memo. l\l'o. 16939/1(814)-G.E. 

Copy forwarded for information and necessary 
action to: · 

(1) The Commissioner, .... ; ................... .. 

Division .................. · ............... . 

~.t) 1 ne uirector oi Lano · Records & :Surveys, 
West Bengal. 

(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, .....• 

. ... ... ... ... ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
( 4) The Addl., District' ~agistrate (LR), .......• 

........... ··· ................................. . 
'~· ' 

r(5) The Settlement Office't, ................... . 

.(6) The Subdivisional Officer, ................ ~. 

~_,(7) The Subdivisicinal Land Ref?rms Officer, .. ~ .. . 

.· ............................................ . 
(8) the Junior Land Reforms Officer, ........... . 

(9) Block Development Officer-Cum _Executive 

Officer, ..........•. · .. ·~ ............ · ........ . 
Panchayat Samity. 
(For Unnayan Parikalp~na-0-Bhumi Sanskar 
Sthayee ~amiti) · 

I 

~ : 
S. SINGH, 
Secretary, · Dated : Calcutta, 

The 29th November, 
1980. 

Board of Revenue;· West Bengal. 

'.~ 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal 
Section-A(I), G.E. Branch 

Land Reforms li/80 

Memo. No. 8147-G.E. 152/79(Pt. I), dated Calcutta, 
the 3rd June, 1980. 

To-
\ 

The Additional DistriCt Magistrate (LR), 
· Tamluk, Midnapore. · 

Subject: Recording of Thicka Tenants as Bargadars. 

Ref: His memo. No. 5064, dated 25.6.79. 

The undersigned is directed to say that the Thicka 
Tenants in question may be presumed to be Bargadars 
under section 2l(B) of the W.B.L.R. Act and recorded .::> 
as such. The Raiyats of such land may fight out their 
cases, if any, in the court of la\Y. 

As to the point "who amongst these cultivators would ·'? 
be ~ntitled to be recqrded as Barga~ar". It has been 
dec1ded that the bargadar who cultivated the land for 
the longest period s:nce 1.1.70, shall be .considered to 
be rightfui b~rgadar for t.he purpose of restoration 
u11der section 19(B) in e,xcLr;bn of other bargadars, · 
and as such, this bargadar will be recorded. 

A.l(. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer & (ex-officio) 

::Ncretary, 
Board Q[ Revenue, West Bengal. 

M~mo. No. 8147/1(44)-G.E. 

Co6y with copy of memo. :No. 5064, dated 25.6.79, ·~~ 
from the Additional District Magistrate, Taniluk, ~ 
forwar4ed for information and guidance .to :-

(1) The Commissioner, .................... Division .... .. 

(2) The Director of Land Records & Surveys; 
"JeSt BengalJ 

(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner, ............. .. 

(4) The Additiomi.l District Magistrate (LR)~ · 
The Additional Deputy Commissioner '•(LR), 

I 

·······························:,:······························· 
(5) The Settlement Officer, ....... : ......................... ~ 

Calcutta, 
The 3rd June, 1980. 

A. K. CHAKRABORTI, 
Special Officer & (ex-officio) 

Secretary, 
f!oard of Revenue, West Bengal, 

", 

.. .• 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
' 

Office of the Additional District Magistrate, 
Tamluk · 

Memo. No. 5064, dated 25th June 1979. 

From:-

The Additional District Magistrate (LR), Tantluk: 

To:-

Sir, 

The Land Reforms Commissioner, 
Writers' Buildings, Calcutta-700 001. 

/ 

• 
·J 

Kindly refer to your instruction on page 2 and 3, 
paragraph 4 of your tour-notes during your visit to 
Midnapur from 6th February 1979 to 8th February 

, 1979 communicated by the S.O. & ex-officio Secretary, 
c_ ·Board of Revenue, 1under his memo. No. 1919(6) 
• G.E./152/79, dated 19th February 8th March 1979: 

The thika-tenants have been instructed to be treated 
tts bargadars and recorded as such since the law recog­
nises only two mqdes of cultivation, either personal or 
barga. ' 

~ 

But the fact remains that under the custom· of such 
thika tenanciefl in this district different persons cultivate 
the same land in different years on payment of advance 
rent to the land owner. It will be difficult to determine 
who amonst these cultivators would be entitled to be 
recorded as a bargadar. As in cases of -section 19(B) of 
W.B.L.R. Act,the question of taking a specified period 
for determining who cultivated the land on such advance 
payrm:m ior tilt: iongt::;L pt:riou ~,;orm::; in. As sueD. 
cultivation by different persons may have continued 
for many years, more than twenty years in some cases, 
it is difficult to establish and identify the person culti­
vating the landfor the longest period under this system. 

~ secondly, the definition ot bargadar · as given in 
Section 2(2) of W .B.L.R. Act, does not ~ccord with 

1J thika tenan cies because advance payment of rent cannot 
If be a substitute for share of produce or even money 

value of the same because it is ·paid to the land-owner 
in advance independently of the actual produce with 
the risk of entire or partial failure of crop being 
borne by the cultivatot himself. 

Since appeal cases come up for heanng and the above 
issues are agitated before me, kindly issue necessary 
instructions on the above. 

To my mind the provisions of the existing law are 
d~ficient in this respect and it is necessary to suitably 
ammend the law by s1;1itably amending definition of 
bar!f.l,dar 01; otherwise. 

Yours faithfully, 

Illegible, 
Add/. District MagistFate (LR), 

Tamluk. 
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Shri D. Bandyopadhyay, . I.A.S., Land Reform$ 
Commissioner· and Secretary (ex-officio), Land 
and · Land Reforms Department, Writers' 
Buildings, Calcutta. 

D.d. No. ·a050(15)-I.F. 7/89, the ·11th August 1980. 

I am·· el;lclostng a letter addressed by Minister-in.: 
Charge, Land and Larid Reforms Department to your · 

. Sabhadh'ipati, copies of which have also been endorsed 
to all the Panchayat Samity Sabhapaties. In this 
·letter the M.I.C. has exhorted the Panchayat .Officials 
to ensure fulfilment of the target, failure of which 

·would mean a slur on both the administration and 
the elected Panchayat . bodies. Often, it has been 
made to represent that bargadars/pattadars are not 
willing to take bank loans. , It is totally unbelieveable. 
There may be persons who might be dissuading barga­
darsfpattadars to go in for institutional finance . as 
that would dry up the source of usery for them. This 
is what one should expect in the present agrarian 
situation. We have to counter this. · 

Involvement of Panchayat is often. shown as an· 
rii')i for not putting in sufficient effort qn the part 
u.i· the administration. Pancliayat and administration 
are expected to fulfill a· complementary role for mobi­
lising poor bargadars/patta holders for institutional 
finance. Hence weakness of one in some places 

·should not be adduced as an excuse for inaction of 
the other. · ' 

( 

Banks .have been requested to withdraw their 30% 
embargo and they have also agreed to e~end the time 
upto 31st August. Shri N. K. Sen Gupta's letter 
in this cbnnection addressed to me has already been 
circulated {vide D.O: No. 11408-I.F., dated 29th July 
1980.) 

Please ensure fulfilment of the target.. 

Yours sincerely, · 
D. BANDOPADHYAY 

Shri ............. . ' ............. : .... . 

District Magistrate/Deputy 
Com~issioner, 

................ : .............. . 
' .. 

. Me~.p-_o. No. 12050/1(410)-I.F. 
. ~4- . 

Copy with copy of the letter of M.I.C., Land and 
Land Reforms Department, forwarded for i~formation 
and necessary action :-

(1) Addtional District Magistrate .<L.and Reforms) 
- /Additional Deputy CommiSSioner (Land 

Reforms)· 

............................ 
(2) The-Settlement Officer, .....................• 

(3) · The Subdivisional Officer, ...............• 

(4)' The Block Development Of?.cer, ........... . 

T.RAY, 
Dated Calcutta, . Deputy Secretary, 
Tile lith August 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal, 
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Shri D. Bandyopadhyay, l.A.S. 

7007(15)-I.F., 13th May, 1980. 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter that I have written 
to the Convenor of the State Level Bankers' Committee 
today indicating the overall State target of kharif len­
ding programme 1980. As large number of banks 
failed to keep the time schedule of the branch-wise 
targets we could not send you the . programme as 
indicated in Annexure Ill of the minutes of the meeting 

. · held on 16th April 1980. We have received targets 
only from the State Bank of India, United Bank of 
India and United Commercial Bank. I am indicating 
in a separate sheet district-wise break-up of the target 
including the possible number of renewal of the· old 
cases. 

\ 
May I request you to call a meeting of the District 

Level Co~ordination Committee immediately and ask 
the participating Banks to fix up locally .the branch­
wise targets within the overall frame. You are free 
to exceed the targets provided· the Banks are willing 
to do so. Gramin Banks a:re generally more responsive 
to this type of programme. Wherever there is any 
shortfall kindly persuade them to fill it up. 

Sorry for the failure to keep to the schedule. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sd/ D. Bandyopadhyay 

To 
All Collectors · 

·~ 
• 

\' 

Memo. No. 7007/1(80)-I.F. 

Copy to:-

(1) The Commissioner, ......... , ...... \ ........•. 

(2). The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal 

.(3) The Settlement Officer, ..... : . .............. . 

(4) The A.D.M.(LR)/A.D.C.(LR), ............... . 

( 5) The Subdivisional Officer, ....................• 

Ill~gible 

Dated, Calcutta, Land Reforms Commissioner, .;.., 
he 13th May 1980. »:est Bengal.- "{ 

·~istrict-wise break~up of the targe( including possible ~ 
number of renewal of old cases ·..,,. 

D;>uble of 
Name ofthe district last year · 

· 24-Parganas 
Howrah 
Murshidabad 
Nadia · 
Bul:dwan 
Hooghly 
Birbhum 
Bankura 
Purulia 
Midnapore 
Darjeeling 
Cooch Behar 
West Dinajpur .. 
Maida 
Jajpaiguri 

16700 
3390 

15000 
15940 
23920 
14514 
12700 
7990 
3250 
8366 
2220 

14274 
9540 
7550 
4320 

159674 

55% of last year's 
borrowal account 

1375 
139 

5111 
375& 
3996 
. 764 
3180 
1916 
1098 
1145 
336 

I 3857 
2783 
2686 

363 

32507 

Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 



Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS 
    ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri 


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50
	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59
	60
	61
	62
	63
	64
	65
	66
	67
	68
	69
	70
	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	77
	78
	79
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	90



