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. PREFACE

A Compendium of instructions on land reforms was published
by the Board of Revenue in 1977. Instructions issued by the Board
since then have been complied in the present volume.

,2. The Land Management Manual, 1977, has since been
published. A booklet on’ General Instructions on land reforms
has also been issued by the Board of Revenue with the changes of

" policy on certain important issues new "circulars/directions bave

been.issued. There may be cases where apparently one may find
conflicting directives. Obviously the latest instructions/directives
will prevail. ’

3. All errors or omissions should be brought to the notice of

the Board of Revenue. Suggestions. for any improvement to make

the volume more useful are welcome.

D. BANDYOPADHYAY,

Writers” Buildings Land Reforins Commissioner, West Bengal. *
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. CHAPTER I

' GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board 6f Revenue, West Bengal '
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 5723-G.E./217/79, dated Calcutta, the 16th/25th
: © May 1979.

To—The Director of Land Records and Surveys,

West Bengal. :

Subject :  Appointment of Revenue Officers ﬁ)r the

purpose of sections 14N(1) and 14-O(1 ) of thﬁe,

West Bengal Land Reforms Act.

Reference : His Memo. No. 186/1839/C/79, dated

3rd March 1979.

£ The undersigned is directed to say that thes pending
petitions which were filed under section 14N of the
West Bengal Land Reéforms Act before the Subdivisional
-Land Reforms Officer as the prescribed authority
® prior to issue of notification No.' 3840-L. Ref.,
dated 16th November 1978, shall be heard and disposed

of by the Subdvisional Land Reforms Officer. The

appeals therefore shall be entertained and disposed
of by the officers who would have done so but for
nosification No. 3840-L. Ref, dated 16th November
1978. o

\

~ A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
f\ : : Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

-

’

x . Memo. No. 5723/1(93)-G.E.

-

Copy with a copy of Director of Land' Records ian'd

Surveys’

v Memo. No. under reference is forwarded
;\J to the-—- i R

4

(1) Commissioner,

@) Collector,

Division

]

(3) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
Reforms), :

.9

(4) Settlement Officer, - - >

2

(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,

2

. for information and necessary action.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officia Secretary, .

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,
The 16th/25th May 1979.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Director of Land Records and Surveys,
" West Bengal

No. 186/1839/C/79, daicd Ali_pore, the 3rd March 1979.
To—The Secretary, Board of Revepue, West 'Be'ngalll.

Subject 3 Appointment . of Revenue Offcers far the
purpose ¢f sections I4N{I) and 14-O(1) of the
West Bengal Land Reforms Act.

Under the Land Revenue Dazpartment’s Notification
No. 3838-L. Ref, ‘dated 16th November 1978,
the Revenue Officer to whom 2a raiyat shall furnish a
return under section 14T has been appointed the
prescribed anthority under section 14(N) and Yhe
Revenue Officer immediately superior to the Revenue
Officer to whom a raiyat shall furnish a return under
section 14T, under notification No. 3840-L. Ref,,
dated 16th November 1978, has been made the appellate
authority under section 14-O. Questions now arise
as to who will dispose of the appeals under section
14-O which were filed ‘before 16th November 1978
and the petitions filed before Subdivisional Land
'Reforms . Officers  under section 14N befgre 16th
November 1978 and still lying pending. In case the
Settlement Department has to dispose of such appeals
and petitions now, Board may kindly issue necessary

._instructions in the matter.

N. K. GHOSH,
For Director of Land Records and Surweys,
S West Bengal.
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Révenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 6637(18)-G.E./16/79, dated Calcutta, the Ist June
1979
To—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforris)/
© The Additional Deputy ‘Commissioner (Land
Refbrms). '
Subject : Maintenance of Orchard by the raiyats.

A reference is invited to the provisions of section

" 4B(1) of the West Bengal Land Reforms 'Act, 1955,

which laysdown that every raiyat owning any Orchard
shall maintain and preserve the Orchard in such manner

“that its area is not diminished or its character is not

changed, except with the previous permission in writing
of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal. It is noticed
that a-good number of proposals from certain districts
for felling of old and non-fruit bearing mango trees
from Orchards on the basis of the enquiry reports of
the local Juniorg]:aﬁd Reforms Officers are coming to
the Board. Permission of the Board is being accorded
in those cases subject to the condition that the raiyat
concérned would re-plant saplings immediately after
the old and non-fruit bearing trees are felled. Such
conditional permission is given so that the financia]
or, other difficulty of the raiyat is mitigated and the
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parpose of the provision of the Act is not frusttated.

It has been brought to the notice of the Board that
" on the basis of the orders of the Board old trees are

being felled, but in many cases new saplings are not
being . re-planted in their places. As a result, there
is every possibility of Orchards
gradually. It is also ‘elt that for want of. technical
knowledge the Junior Land Reforms Officers are not
in a pdsition to certify that the trees are old and wnot
fruit bearing. The problem was  referred to the
Agriculture Department. The opinion of the Agri-
culture Department in this respectls reproduced below :

e An Orchard may become unproductive
if it is not properly managed (i.e., application
of fertilisers, pesticides, irrigation as and when
required, destruction of parasitic ‘plants, etc.).
Felling is to be resorted to only when attempts

of rejuvenation by proper management practices -

have failed. Except in cases of very old and
senile trees, manuring, irrigation, use of plant
protection chemicals, etc., are likely to improve
the condition of the QOrchard trees and their
yield. We cannot, perhaps, declare a tree

unproductive and recommend its felling unless .
it has been maintained under good management .

congiition for a considerable period. The
Project Officer (Multiple Cropping) of the
district may be consulted in this matter for
opinion.,”

Considering the above circumstances the Board is

pleased to direct—

(a) that the Additional
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
Reforms) should ~invariably consalt the

+ District Project Officer (Muitiple Cropping)
of the Agriculture Department and obtain
his advice in writing as to whether the trec/
trees proposed to be felled is/are old and
non-fryit bearing before sending  his
recommendation to the Board. Copies of
such certificates should be enclosed with

_ the paper, '

District

(b) that an undertaking should be taken from the
raiyat concerned that he shall re-plant new
sapling in place of the trees felled, within
a period of three months from the date of
felling the old and non-fruit bearin g trees, and

(c) that cases where there has been a violation on
the part of the raipar the matter should be
reported to the Board with specific recom men-
dation about the action to be taken against
the said raiyat.

This issues with the concurrence of Agriculture
Department. v
J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

2mo. No. 6637/1(2)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—

(#) Secretary, Agriculture Department,

\

being = eliminated

Magistrate/

(it) Director of Agriculture, Government of Wes.

Bengal, with reference to his unofficial Not
A/642-R.S., dated 19th April 1979,

~ with the request to kindly issue suitable ihstruc;tion_ to

the concerned officers of Agriculture Department for
issuing the required certificate. B
" A. K. CHAKRABORTY,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
‘Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,

The 1st June 1979.

Memo. No. 6637/2(18).G.E.
Copy forwarded to the—

(i) Commissioner, ———Division——— ——,

(ii) District Magiystrate/Deputy Commissioner, —«—,

for information. .
' N

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
- . Special O ficer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

-Calcutta,
The 1st June 1979,

-

‘GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Bnard of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G.E. Branch '

~ -Memo. No. 11924(18)-G.E./419/78, dated Calcutta,

the 29th June 1978.

To—The Additional District’ Magistrate (Land
Reforms)/ The Additional Deputy Commissioner
(Land Re forms). '

Subject : Attvendance’ of .the respresentative of the
Junior Land Reforms Officer at Khanapuri
Bujharat work table. “

It -has come to the notice .of the Board that during
Khanapuri Bujharat work at village level, no represen-
tative of the concerned Junior Lani Reforms Officer
attends the table for the recording of vested lands as
well as for the opening of Khatians in the names ja
thz allottees of vested lands and other purposes. Aso
result it takes a lot of time at a later stage to reconcile
discrepancy of the vgsted land for want of such co-
operation at the Khanapuri Bujharat stage.

He is requested to ensure that the representatives of
the Junior Land Reforms Officers attend the Khanapuri
Bujharat tables during the currency of the Khanapuri
Bujharat work in a particular ‘mauza, '

J. R. SAHA,
. Secretary,
Board of Reévenue, West Bengal.

Q4
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Memo. No. 11924/1(28)-G.E.
- Copy forwarded to the—-

(1) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West

Bengal,
(2) Commissioner,.............. Division........,
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Cémmissiéner,. cees
(4) Settlement Officer,................ , T

(5) Land Utilisation and Reforms.and Land and
Land Revenue Department,

« for information. - LN '
J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,

Calcutta,
The 30th June 1978. : !

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL -
Home Department
Police

No. 1356-PL., dated Calcutta, the 15th February
: 1978 :

From—Shri A. K. Sen, Chief Secretary to the Govern- )

ment of West Bengal, _

To—

(1) The Secretary,—————Department.

(2) Inspector-General of Police, West Bengal.
" (3) Commissioner of Police., Calcutta. %

(4) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,——. .

Subject : Action regarding encroachments on Govern-
ment and Municipal lands.

Reports have been received from time to. time of
encroachments on lands belonging to Calcutta Corpo-
ration, Municipalities, various Departments of Govern-
ment and of the Undertakings owned and/or managed
by Government. The Government view this develop-
ment with serious concern and desire that immediate

and firm steps should be taken to remove encroachments -

and to prevent future encroachments.

2. In Calcutta, the encroachment is mostly by haw-
kers and traders who occupy stretches of pavements
and construct temporary stalls/shops thereon. The
Calcutta Corporation has already completed a survey
to identify the areas where encroachments have occurred
in recent months. Steps should be taken immediately
to remove these encroachments with the assistance
of the Calcusta Police. As regards old encroachments,
actioa should be taken to remove these after obtaining
orders of the Department of Local Goverpment and
Urban Development. The Officer-in-Charge of the

police-stations in Calcutta should be directed to keep

watch over the areas freed of encroachments so that
all attempts at fresh encroachments are promptly and
firmly dealt with. The Commissioner of Police should
. jssue clear instructions in the matter.

Board of Reveniie, West Bengal.

3. Similar action should be taken for removal and
prevention of-encroachments on lands belonging to
Municipalities, Panchayats, etc., in the districts. Dis-
trict Magistrates should immediately take action in

' the matter in consultation with/the local municipal or

Panchayat bodies. The local /palice will provide all
protection to the demolition squads and thereafter

-keep 'constant watch on any fresh encroachment.

While the primary responsibility in this matter lies
with the Municipality or the Panchayat to which the
land belongs, in view of the paucity of staff of such
ongartllisations, the local police should also be on the
watch, -

4. As regards encroachments on Government lands,
Government Departments owning such lands should
immediately undertake survey and locate such en-
croachments. Firm steps should thereafter be taken
to remove new encroachments with the help of the
local police. Copies of reports by the local officers to
the Officers-in-Charge of the police-stations for taking
action against -the tresspassers should be endorsed
to the Head of the Department concerned. - Steps
for removal of such encroachments wili be taken by
the Department concerned and the police will provide
protective cover. The local officers of the Depart-
ments shall thereafter maintain constant vigil over
their lands so that all encroachments are detected
promptly and steps taken for removal thereof.

A. K. SEN, .
Chief Secretary to the Government of West B»ngal

D‘.O. No.. 4762(18)-G.E./110/78, dated Calcutta. the
22nd April 1978. o

In inviting your attention to paragraph 4 of circular
No. 1356-PL., dated 15th February 1978, from the
Chief Secretary to the Government of West Bengal
(copy ericlosed) T am to requeSt you to initiate imme-

" diate action in the matter of removal of encroachment

on vested/khas lands with the help of local police
and to send monthly ré}Torts on the progress of the
endeavour.

I would also request_you to kindly instruct the Sub-
divisional Land Reforms Officérs/Junior Land Reforms
Officers to keep constant vigil so that all encroachments
are détected promptly and steps taken for their removal.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
~ ~ Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Addl. District Magistrate (Land Reforms).

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
- Board of Revenue

Standing guidelines for settlement of disputes relating to
cultivation and harvesting—protection - to bargadars
and. assignees of vested lands.

1. Tt is the intention of the Government to ensure
peaceful cultivation and harvesting by maintaining
order by effective implementation of the land retorms
lawsakre .
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- 2. Bargadars whether recorded or unrecorded should
be given full legal protection not only in cultivating
the land and harvesting the crop but also in sharing
the produce strictly according to law.

3. While it is neither possible nor desirable to list
all possible types of cases of agrarian disputes relating
to cultivation and harvesting, a few .major types of
potential conflicts are being mentioned in_the follow-
ing paragraphs by way of illustration. Solutions of
the variety of disputes miay have to be locally fcund
with the good offices of Panchayat bod:es. *

4. Where the dispute is between the land owner
and the recorded- bargadar (including the bargadar
who has got any document showing his prima facie
right of cultivation issued by any public officer under
any Act or Rules) the latter should receive. full protec~
tion from the administration in cultivating the land
and harvesting the crop and getting proper share of
the produce.

5. Though legally there is no distinction between
recorded and unrecorded bargadars, so far as the
bensfits of the land reforms laws are concerned, there

might be difficulties in delivering the benefits to un- h

recorded bargadars. Aftention is drawn to seciion
21B of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act which
reads as follows:—

«2]1B. Person cultivating land of another person

to be presumed to be a bargadar in certain
cases : A person lawfully cultivating any
land belonging to another person shall be
presumed to be a bargadar in respect of
such land if such person is not a. member
" of the family of the other person whose
land he cultivates and the burden of proving
that such land is in his personal cultivation
shall, notwithstanding anything to the con-
trary contained in any other law for the time
being in force, lie on the person who alleges
that the person cultivating the land is. not
a bargadar in respect of such land.”

Therefore, under the law, if any person lawfully culti-
vates the land of another person he is presumed to be
a bargadar. He Should, therefore, get all protection
under the law, : :

6. A problem may arise if two or more persons
claiming as bargadars raise a dispute about cultivation
and harvesting. In all probability: one will be the
genuine bargadar and the other a fake one. Local
enquiries should be held to ascertain the fact and pro-
tection should be given to the genuine bargadar. Here
again good offices of the Panchayat bodies may be
sought. g

7. The possibility of disputes between two genuine

- bargadars, one who had been illegally evicted earlier
and the other who has been engaged in his place,

cannot be ruled out. As contemplated under section

" 19B(1)(b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, the
newly engaged bargadar will cultivate the land, harvest

the crop and share the produce with the old bargadar

who had been illegally evicted. Landowners in such

cases will' not get any share of the produce. It is

desirable to bring about a solution on this line thrqugh

the good offices of the elected Panchayat bodies. Such

disputes should not be allowed to develop into open

confrontation. Every attempt should becCmiaded to

prevent, as far as practicable, conflicts bgtween and
among the poor. o \

8. The problem fnay be slightly different régarding

- cultivation of vested land and harvesting of produce

thereof. Where the pattaholder is an eligible person
under section 49 of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Act, he should be given all protection to cultivate the
land, harvest the crop and take the entire produce.

9. Where the pattaholder is prima facie a non-
eligible person but his patta has not yet been annulled,
he should be allowed to cultivate the land and harvest
the crop, if there is evidence that he is in actual possession
of the land and he raised the crop himself.

10. In case where the land reforms machinery has
failed to hand over possession of the allotted land to
the pattaholder who is an eligible person, all attempts
should be made to put him in possession of the land

" immediately in accordance with the rules including

4

rule. 20(A) 3(b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Rules.  Where, however, such allotted land has been
cultivated illegally by a person other than the allottee,

_efforts’ should' be made to sort out the problem by
, - effecting -amicable compfomise through the good

offices of the elected Panphayat bodies, wherever

necessaty.

) -
11. Determined efforts should be made to prevent

"and eliminate possibilities of violence during cultiva-

tion and harvesting. Sensitive areas shopld be identified
where serious breach of the peace is apprehended
because of the threat of violence and precautionary

measures should be taken to forestall any occurrence

of breach of the peace. Help and good offices of
the elected Panchayat bodies should be taken in this

regardas

12. Government expects that the functionaries at -
all levels in the district administration should act im--
partially. They should always bear in mind that the

weaker section of the community who have so far
been deprived of and denied of their legitimate rights
and privileges 'are given full benefits and protection

" that they are entitled to under various laws.

‘Writers’ Buildings,

Calcytta,
The 31stJuly 1979. .

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Section A(1), G. E. Branch .

No. 15394-G.E./83/78, dated Calcutta, the 29th August
, © 1978,

To—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Re-
- forms), Baraset.

Subject: ‘Conversion of agricultural  lands into non-
agricultural tenancy. :

Reference : His Memo. No. 184-L.R. (N) XVI-UT1,
-\ dated:20thtJanuary 1978. :

ie
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Gt

- Act,
Reforms Act, which now governs agricultural lands:
" The word “tenant” has been defined for the purposes’

s

The undersigned is directed to say that the “Collector”

under the Non-agriculturql Tenancy Act should look
into the Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act,

1976, before granting permission for conversion of -

agricultural land into non-agricultural tenancy. He
should also see that the provisions of other Acts like
West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act and West Bengal
Land Reforms Act are not violated by taking recourse
to section 72 of the Non-agricultural Tenancy Act.

No one except a tenant or a landlord ca

: apply
under section 72 of the Non-agricultural

‘enancy
There is no tenant under the West Bengal Land

of Non-agricultural Tenancy Act in section 3(2) of the

_ Act. The result is that no one except a non-agricultural

tenant holding agricultural land or landlord can apply
under section 72 of the Act. It may, however, be kept
in mind that a non-agricultural tenant under the
Non-agricultural Tenancy Act may be a raiyat under
West Bengal Land Reforms Act. But the applicant
for conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural
tenancy is required to be a non-agricultural tenant or
a “tenant” under section 3(2) of the Non-agricultural
Tenancy Act. So a careful scrutiny is necessary before
granting permission under section 72 of the Act. - The
Collector should, however, give the applicant and all
the parties concerned a reasonable opportunity of
being heard as per provisions under section 72(1) of
the  Act. .

All concerned may please be instructemacco;dingly.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary.
Board of Revenue. West Bengal.

Memo. No. 15394/1(36)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—

(1) Commissioner,—.......... Division
(2) Collector/Deputy Commissioner,,........... ,
(3). Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner ~(Land-
Reforms),.......oovvitiiiiiiiiiie, teeees s
(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department. .

for information.

. A. K. CHAKRABORTI, |
Calcutta, Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
The 29th August 1978.  Board of Revenue. West Bengal.

1

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A, G. E. Branch

'No. 10376(15):G.E., datfg7§alcutta, the 16th August

To—The Collector/Deputy . Commissioner,....cosvv.. '

Subject : Conversion of agricultural land into non-
agricultural tenancy..

5

Reference : ‘Board’s Memo. No. 15394-G.E. dated the
- 29th August 1978. L

" In continuation of the above Memo., the undersigned

is directed to state that conversion of agricultural land

under section 72 of the West Bengal Non-agricultural

' Tenancy Act may be allowed in genuine cases where

the lands are purchased for bonafide non-agricultural
purposes like building dwelling houses, setting up of
small industries, etc., even if the applicant may not
be a non-agricultural tenant. '

.All such cases of ,con\fersion _should, however, be
disposed of having due regard to paragraph one of
Board’s Memo. under reference.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

\

o Memo. No. 10376/1(22-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the—

(1) Commissioner,.......... Division,

(2) -Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms),

............................

Land Revenue Department,

. for information and necessary action.

A. K. CHAKRABORTL,"
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,

Calcutta, Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

The 16th A-ugust 1979,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL o

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
- Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 9222-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 25th May 1978.

To—The Director of Land Records and Surveys
West Bengal.

Subject : Recording the names of occupiers of land who
- have been given the status of a raiyat or a
’ non-agricultural tenant under the provisions
of the West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead
Lands for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans

and Fishermen Act, 1975.

The West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead Land for
Agricultural Labourers, Artisans and Fishermen Act,
1975, provides for statutory acquisition, transfer and
vesting of land in rural areas held by any person being
an agricultural labourer, an- artisan or a. fisherman.
All these take place by operation of law, provided that
the conditions required by the Act are fulfilled.

2.5 Under section 4 of the said Act where an occu-
pier has been in possession ‘of any land on the 26th
June 1975, (a) if the land in his possession does not
exceed .0334 hectare, so much of land as does not
exceed .0334 hectare, shall stand acquired by State
Government and shall thereupon stand transferred to
and vest absolutely in favour of such occupier. (The



Act defines ‘“‘occupier” as “‘an agricultural labourer
or an artisan or a fisherman who is in possession of
any land of another person, either as a lessee or as a
licknsee or as a tresspasser and who ‘holds no other
land in any capacity whatsoever and includes the
heirs of such person™). A question may arise in regard
to the treatment of homestead land under occupation
of a “bargadar” as this category has not been speci-
fically mentioned in the Act. A bargadar generally
works also as an agricultural labourer, particularly
m the lean seasons. Therefore there should not be
any difficulty in extending the benefits of this Act to
pargadars.

3. In view of the above provisions, the land not
exceeding .0334 hectare in possession of an occupier
on the 26th June 1975 has already been acquired by
the State and transferred to and absolutely vested in
such occupier who has, in terms of section 7 of the
Act, attained the status— '

(@) of a raiyat, if such land is agricultural\land; or

(i7) of a non-agricultural tenant, if such land is
non-agricultural land.

4. Such occupiers having the status of a raiyat or
that of a non-agricultural tenant have to be recorded
as such in the current Settlement Operation by opening
a khatian for each of them. Where portion of a plot,
being in occupation of any such person, has vested in
him a separate plot be curved out for sueh portion
and a number assigned to it. Such occupiers will not,
however, be liable to pay revenue or rent for such land
but liable to pay cesses only. . }

5. The Settlement Officers may be instructed to get
the names of such occupiers recorded in the current
Seéttlement Operation, but where the name of such an
ocgupier has already been recorded in column 23
(old) (i.e., the remarks column of the khatian) in course
of the current Settlement Operation such cases should
be re-opened and action should be taken as indicated
in paragraph 4 of this circular.
instructed to send mauzawarj lists of such persons to
the Land Reforms Circle Offices for incorporation of
their names in Register II (Tenants’ Ledger) for the
purpose of collection of Public Works/Road and
Education Cesses. They may also send another copy
to the Settlement Charge Officer as such occupiers
might get some financial assistance for house building
purposes. These lists should be forwarded to the
designated officer in the district who deals with such
* matters.

J. R. SAHA,
’ Secretary,
’ Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

Memo. No. 9222/1(36)-G.E.

Copy forwarded for information and necessary
action to the— , .

(1) Commissioner,.......... Division,eseesees ..,

(2) Collector/Deputy Commissioner,...oeue..... ,

They may also be -

i

(3) Additional District Magistrate/Additional Deputy

Commissioner, .
J. R. SAHA,

o Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta, S ! ’
The 25th May 1978, '
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 11025(24)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 27th August

1979 o
To— o S
(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys
West Bengal. ‘ -
(2) The Collector,—————,

(3) The Settlement Officer,

"y

Subject :  West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead Aand

for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans and
Fishermen Act, 1975.

A reference is invited to the West Bengal Acquisition
of Homestead Land for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans.
and Fishermen Act, 1975 (Act XLVII of 1975). The

-salient features of the Act are given below :

(). Where an occupier has been in possession of
any land on the 26th day of June 1975, then—

(a) if the land in his possession does not exceed
: .0334 hectare, such land, and

) if ‘the land in his possession exceeds .0334
hectare, so much of such land as does
not exceed .0334 hectare,

shall stand acquired by the State Government
and shall thereupon stand transferred to

and vest absolutely in.favour of such occupier.”

The “land” means either agricultural land

or non-agricultural land upon which there

is a homestead.

() Where there are several persons interested in
the land acquired, the Collector shall, by
order, apportion the amount amongst such

persons in accordance with the nature and’

extent of interest held by such person.

(iii) An occupier in'.whose favour any land vests
under the Act shall have th® status—

(a) of a ,raiybat, if such land is agricultural
land or '

(b) of a non-agricultural tenant, if such land
is non-agricultural land :

Provided that the occupier shall not be liable
to pay any revenue or rent for such land.

o
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(iv) If there is any dispute on the question as to
whether a land has vested in an occupier
‘under the provisions of the A}ct, the maiter
shall be referred to the Collector, whose
decision thereon shall be final,

2. The West Bengal Acquisition of Homestead

. Land for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans and Fisher- '

men Rules, 1976, made under the Act (promulgated
under Agriculture Department notification No. 1690-
C.D.P., dated 2nd March 1976) lay down, inter alia,
the following :—

(i) The Collector, or any other officer authorised

by the Collector in this behalf, may, at any
time between sunrise and sunset, enter

i upon any land which has wvested in favour
) of an occupier, with such officers and work-
men as he considers necessary and make a
survey and take measurements of that land
for the purpose of determining the area in
possession of the occupier and for demar-
cating such land.

(if) A plan for the land shall be prepared and kept
with the case records. , 4

@iii) The Collector shall confer the title of the land
which has vested 'in an occupier under the®
Act by a document in the form enclosed.

" - "3, Under Board’s Memo. No. 9222-G.E., dated
the 25th May 1978, instructions were issued to the
effect that the occupiérs of land in terms of the provisions
of the said Act, having the status of a raiyaf or that of
a non-agricultural tenant have to be recorded as such
by opening a Khatian for each of them. It was also

‘instructed that mauzawise lists of such persons should
be sent to the Land Reforms Circle Offices for
incorporation of their names in Register II. A provision
in the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules has also been
made to empower the Revenue Officer to record the
names of such occupiers and to issue Parcha to them,
vide notification No. 3290-L.Ref. dated 9th

_ September 1978.

4. In -areas where Settlement Operation under
section 51 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act is
going on, the names of the bccupiers of such-lands are
, being recorded in the record-of-rights and eopies thereof
being handed over to such occupiers. The lists of such
occupiers are being sent to the Land Reforms Circle
Offices as instructed previously. It appears that the
Block Development Officers have been appointed
the Collectors for the purpose of the Act. It is,
therefore, necessary that lists of such occupiers be~
sent to the Block Development Officers as well who
will issue the documents conferring rights of land on
such occupiers. The Settlement Officers may please
be instructed accordingly.

5. The Collectors or in other words the Block
Development Officers will as soon as they receive the
lists of the persons recorded in the record-of-rights,

arrange for issuing the document conferring the right .

of land to such occupiers.

6. In areas where Settlement Operation is not going
on, the Block Development Officers acting as the
Collectors will take all actions in regard to vesting
and transferring of such lands in favour of the occupiers-
in terms of the provisions of the said Act;and issuing

the documents conferring title'of lands to them. A
copy of the document should immediately be sent
to the concerned Junior Land Reforms Officer for
incorporating the names in the Register II. A copy
should also be sent to the Officer-in-charge, Settlement

Camp concerned, for bringing the names in record.

7. The members of the Panchayat Samitis may
please be consulted whenever necessary.

8. Immediate actions may please be initjated on
the above lines. )

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 11025/124)G.E.
Copy forwarded to the—
(¢)) Ag\riculture Department,
(2) Panchayat Department,

’ 3 Commissioner,'

Division,——

(4) Additional District Magistrate/Additional Deputy

Commissioner, - ,
(5) Land Utilisation and Reforms.and Land and
. Land Revenue Department,

(6) Community Development Department, Raj
Bhavan, Calcutta,

for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secreiary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. .

-, Calcutta,
The 27th August, 1979..

e

FORM OF DOCUMENT FOR CONFERMENT
OF TITLE

Whereas by virtue of enforcement of the provisions
of section 4 of the West Bengal Acquisition of Home-
stead Land for Agricultural Labourers, Artisans and
Fishermen Act, 1975, the land described in the schedule
below stands acquired by the State Government and
also stand transferred to and vested absolutely in
favou‘r of the occupier/occupiers.

Now, therefore, this document be issued. in favour
of the said...c.vveveveinivirerrnnenreerennnnss

. as a token of the title of the land since vested in him/

her/them.
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Schedule of land .-

(Boundaries or in areas cadastrally surveyed, Cadastral

Survey Plot Nos. of the Settlement in whxch the

land is comprlsed)

North . o /
South :
East : :
West ..
Signed and Sealed. .
” Collecior. |
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. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 13691(19)-G.E./547/78, dated Calcutta, the 26th

July 1978

To—

(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal.

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land
Reforms) The -Additional Deputy Commi-
ssioner (Land Reforms). - o

Subject : Correction of records in favour of the persons
to whom the lands are restored under the West
~  Bengal Restoration of Alienated Land Act, 1973.

A reference is invited' to item No. 6.3 of the
operatiopal decisions- taken in the Workshop held on

23rd and 24th June 1978 at the Survey Building, Alipore.

It has been enjoined therein that the Special Officers
appointed under the West Bengal Restoration of Alie-
nated Land Act, 1973, shall furnish the Junior Land
Reforms Officers and the Circle Officers with
copies of orders passed under sub-section (4) of section
4 ibid.

2. During the present revisional survey and
settlement operations the lands have obviously been
It is necessary

of the transferor as soon as those are restored to them
It is, therefore,
directed that immediately on receipt of the copies of
orders from the Special Officer, the Revenue Officer
shall correct the records in favour of the person to
whom the land has been. restored. The records are
to be corrected under section 51 of the Land Reforms
Act in areas where the revisional settlement operation
is in progress. In orther areas the correction if neces-
sary should Be made under section 50 of the Land

‘Reforms Act. Where the information is received
. during the currency of any stage of the settlement

operation under section 51, the records should

be corrected right in that stage.” Where, however,

&>

the information is received after completion of a parti-
cular stage the correction should be made in the stage
following.

3. A copy of the récords-of-right so corrected shouid

be given to the person in whose favour land has been
restored.

4. All concerned shoﬁld_ be instructed accordingl§ ‘

‘A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

/ Special Officer and Ex-officio
Secretary, -

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

- Memo. No. 13691/1(27)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the— -
) Commissioner,........'.......................,

(2), District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,. .

(3) Setlement Officer,ccen.veviieinieiiiennenese,s ,
(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department

for information.
A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio
_Calcutta, Secretary,
The 26th July 1978. Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office .of the Board of Revenue, West Bex\;gal
‘ Section ‘A’, G. E. Branch -

N L
No. 13104(19)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 17th July 1978

To— - .

(1) - Commissionef, ................. * Division.

(2).  The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal. v 5

®) tollector/Deputy Commissioner, ..........

Subject : Level to level administrative collaboration

The need for greater understanding and collaboration
between the Settlement Wing and the Land Reforms
Wing, who were entrusted with execution of the land
reforms measures was emphasised in the  Workshop.
Setting up of an organisation with unified command
will take time. Pending that, proper understanding
and collaboration between these two wings have to be
ensured specially in respect of the following items of
works :—

'(a) Bargadar recording;

(b) Protection of bargadars;

(c) Vesting of land;

(d) Distribution of land;

(¢) Institutional -coverage of bargadars and new
allottees on vested lands; .



‘'so that the land reforms measures can be administered
proparly. The most effective way of achieving under-
standing and collaboration is by arranging meetings
of the officials concerned where the problems
encountered may be thrushed out so as to tackling
them effectively by collective efforts of both the wings
and for this purpose inspection of the work done in
one wing by the officers of the other wing,will go a long
way.

take a comprehensive view regarding administration

of land reforms measures.
N ] ‘

2. The Settlement Officer and the . Additional

District Magistrate (Land Reforms) will meet at least
once a month to discuss the problems and sort them
out. Similarly the Subdivisional Officer and the
Charge Officer will meet preferably once a fortnight
to sort out the local: operational problems. Collectors,
Additional District Magistrates
. Officers in coutse of their tours should visit - the
Settlement Camps. The Settlement Officers should
likewise visit the offices of the Subdivisional Land
Reforms Officers and Junior -Land Reforms Officers.
Further down in the line the Subdivisional Land Reforms
Officers will inspect the Settlement Camps.
- Settlement Circle Officer should also inspect the offices
of the Junmior Land Reforms Officers. An Officer
of particular level will inspect the offices of lower levels
of the other wing. The purpose of such visits/inspections
is not merely to detect faults but to foster a spirit of
co-operation and éxtend help to the other wing to do
the job more effectively. When, however, an Inspecting
Officer of one wing finds that the work has not been
correctly dene in the other wing, he should not only
bring it to the notice of the officer whose office he
inspected but of the officer superior to the one
whose office he has inspected. His duty will not end
only in pointing out the irregularity. He should also

give suggestions as to the remedial measures and also

ensure that the mistakes have been rectified within
seven days from the date of report. For this purpose
Tnspection Book should be maintained in all the offices.
All the irregularities mentioned in the Inspection Note
should, immediately on receipt of the same, be recorded
on haif-margin in the Inspection Book and the other
half of the page should be reserved for noting the
measares taken to carry out the orders passed.

3. During their monthly meetings the Settlement

Officer and the Additional District Magistrate (Land

Reforms) will review the frequency of inter-wing

inspections and the results thereof. Should they find
that the frequency of inspection in the preceding month
was inadequate they should issué necessary instructions
to the lower level officers to take up more frequent
visits. '

4, It is once again emphasised that visits by an
officer of particular wing to an office of the other wing is
aimed at achieving greater understanding and co-
operation between the two wings in order to remove

administrative impedements to proper implementation

of land reforms measures in their totality. Such
visits should, therefore, be taken up with a spirit of
goodwill and understanding.

5. In order that inter-wing visits/inspections as
indicated above can be properly maintained the
Additional District Magistrates and the Settlement
Officers will olfﬁi: a monthly return from the supervising
officers under Aim as to the number of visits/inspections

This will afford to the officers concerned an-
opportunity to understand the problems and also to.

and Subdivisional

The’

10

.

undertaken by him. A quarterly report should also
be submitted to the Board of Revenue by the Additional
District Magistrates (Land Reforms) showing therein
the total number of inter-wing visits/inspections under-
taken by the officers of the Land Reforms Wing. A
review of the results of such visits/inspections should
also be made in the report. The Director of Land
.Records and Surveys will also submit a quarterly
report to the Board of Revenue. N
J. R, SAHA,
Secretary,
‘Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 13104/1( ),G.E.

P

/ . \
Copy forwarded to the Additional District Magistrate
(Land Reforms)/Additional Deputy Commissioners

(Land Reforms)/Settlement Officer/Subdivisional Officer

and Charge Officers for information and necessary
action, ' ‘

J. R. SAHA,
, ) Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta, f -
The 17th July, 1978. : ‘

—
Ny

* LAND REFORMS 3/79
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the B:oard of Revenue, West Bengal
. © Sectign A(T), G.E. Branch
No. 7555(42)-(}.1'3., dated, the 19th June 1979
To—

(1) # The Directqr of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal. P

b
(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land
v Reforms)/Additional Deputy Commissione
(Land Reforms),................... S

(3) The Collector,.............. .

4 Settlement Officer,..c..covvviievvriunnennn...

_ Subject : Level to level administrative collaboration.

A reference is invited to paragraph 4.1 of the opera-
tional decisions of the Workshop held on 4th and 5th
May 1979. The need for greater co-operation between
the two wings—Land Reforms Wing and the Settle-
ment Wing—in all sphéres of activities of common
/ interest was emphasised therein. A review of the level

to- level administrative collaboration at the field level:

since the last Workshlp held in June 1978 shows that
there is ample scope for further co-ordination between
the two wings. Such long-standing problems as dis-
crepanciés in, the figures of vested land as maintained

2

!
|

n

Ty
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by both the wings, movement of Compensation Assess-
ment rolls, etc., can be reconciled with better rapport
amongst the functionaries in the field level. It is
desirable that the field level officers visit the offices
of their counterparts and thrash out outstanding pro-
blems by discussions. :

2. He is, therefore, requested to . issue detailed
instructions to all the officers subordinate to him so
that frequent meetings may be held and visits under-
taken to settle issues of common interest. -

3. A quarterly return in the. proforma enclosed
should be sent to the Board, :

4. The Director of .Land Rocords and Surveys,
miy collect returns from the Settlement Officers in
the proforma and send a consolidated report to the
Board. The quarterly reports should be sent in the
months of March, June, September and December to
reach the Board by the 7th of the following month.

* The first report fails due in the month of June 1979
and may be sent by the 7th of July.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio
) Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 7555/1(3)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—

( 1)1‘ Commisioner,..........

..................

DIVISION, . v i vt e e i e e
i,
A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
. Special Officer and Ex-officio,
Calcutta, Secretary, ’
The 19th June 1979. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Report on Level to Level Administrative Collaboration
for the quarter ending on—————. ‘

PROFORMA

. No. of meet- No. of meet- No. of inter- A short note
ings between ings between wing visit on the pro-
gy  District the Sub- ~ inspections blems dis-

Magistrate/ Divisional at all levels _ cussed and
Additional Officer and disposed of
Magistrate/ Charge

and Settle- Officer

ment Officer

1 2 3- 7 4

~ ——

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal-
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 9839(26)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the Ist June 1978

‘TOf

(1) The Additional District Magistrate/Additional
Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms),
. (2) The Settlement Officer, :

'

vor

P o

Subjecf : Cla&siﬁcatipn -of lands under banana plantation
and bamboe clumps.as agriqultural lands. .

The undersigned is directed to refer to Board’s Memo.
No. 7156-G.E., dated 10th May 1973 and Land Utilisa-
tion and Reforms and Land and Land Revenue Depart-
ment Memo No. 10427(15)-L. Ref., dated 24th August
1971, regardinig 'tldssification of lands under.banana
plantation. It was enjoined therein that the"Hahana
plantation should be regarded as orchard within the
meaning of clause () of section 14K of the West Bengal
Land Reforms.Act. . :

2. In an appeal case (No. 1658 of 1965-8fate .of
West Bengal Vs. Mir Fakir Mohammad), the High
Court, Calcutta, decided that banana plantation and
bamboo groves should be treated as agricultural lands
and, not orch¥rds. . Mir Fakir Mohammad, however
filed. an appeal before the Supreme Court against the
said judgment of Hon’ble High Court,; Calcutta. The |,
Supreme Court has upheld the view of the High Court,
Calcutta and dismissed the appeal. The effect is that
banana Plantation and bamboo groves should be
treated as agrfcultural land and not orchards within
the meaning of either section 6(1)(f) of the West Bengal
Estates Acquisition Act or section 14K(e) of the West
Bengal Land Reforms Act.

3. In the circumstances, the benefit of provision
contained in section. 14Q(2) of the West Bengal Land
ieforms Act cannot be extended to the lands comprised
n banna plantation or bamboo groves.

‘4. Board’s Memo. No. 7156-G.E., dated 10th May
3, Ttherefore stands cancelled. :

. J.R. SAHA,
. Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

\

————— —

o

Memo. No. 9839/1(4)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the—
(1) Commissioner,......... +Division,

‘f2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
" Bengal,

‘for information.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta, |
The 1st June 1978.

Memo, No. 9839/2-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the Land Utilisation and Reforms
_and Land and Land Revenue Department, West Bengal,

for information.
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2. They are requested to modify |
dated 24th August 1971. e

R A

~J. R. SAHA,

Secretary, . ,
Board of Revenue, -We&t';Bengal. v
Calcutta, - I
The 1st June 1978. ..

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 11333(18)-G.E./386/78, dated “Calcutta, "the 20th -

June 1978 '
To— '
The Additional District Magistrate (Land ,Reforms)/

The Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land -

Reforms), ~

+

Reconciliation of- the figures of vested land
maintained in Register VIII with the lands
shown in the Collector’s Khatians.

Subject :

The undersigned is directed to enclose a ‘copy of the

note, dated 27th May 1978, from the Director of Land-

Records and Surveys, West Bengal, which cites an
instance how the discrepancy arises in the figures of
vested land maintained in the Land Reforms Circle
Offices in Register VIII with those shown in the Collec-
tor’s Khatians. In this ¢onnection a reference is
invited to Board’s Memo. No. 13011(15)-G.E., dated
13th July 1976. It is clear from the note of the Direc-
tor of Land Records and Surveys, West Bengal, that
the instructions contained in paragraph 3 of Board’s

Memo., dated 13th.July 1976, are not being properly
followed.

It is reiterated that the Settlement Operation provides
for an opportunity of reconciliation of such discre-
pancies. He is, therefore, requested to ensure that
the lands as per Collector’s Khatians in respect of
each mauza tally exactly with the figures maintained
in Register VIII of the respective mauza.

Necessary instructions may please be issued to the

Junior Land Reforms Officers so that they take proper
care to reconcile the discrepancies.

J. R. SAHA,
: Secretary, '
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 11333/1(20)-G.E.

Copy with a copy of the note forwarded for infor-
mation to the—

(1) Director of Land Records and Surveys,' West
. Bengal,

- () Commissioner,..........Division,

(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,. ...

---------- » !

it circular,
[ )
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(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department.

‘J. R. SAHA, -
' Secretary,
' Board of Revenue, West Bengaql.
Calcutta, o )
The 20th June 1978.

The Land Reforms Commissioner may kindly see
the report below of the Settlement Officer, 24-Parganas,
on the clarification.asked for by him duringshis ins-
pection of the Kakdwip Settlement Circle Camp on
May '3, 1978. The cause of discrepancy of 18.06
acres of vested land between the records maintained
by the Junior Land Reforms Officer, Kakdwip, and
the Khanapuri-Bujharat Khatian of the Collector
in Suryanagar Mauza has since been enquired into
and identified. The quantum /of vested agricultural
land, according to the Junior Land Reforms Officer,
Kakdwip, i.e., according to his Register VIII is 101.08
acres. This is on the basis of schedules of vested lands
sent to him from time to time by the Settlement Officer-
in~charge, ‘C’ Gamp No. II, Diamond Harbour. The
last of the vésted land schedule was sent to the Junior
Land Reforms Officer sometimes in the end of sixties.

. Subsequent to this, 18.06 acres of vested agricultural

land were divested in pursuance of Court decree and
the ‘schedule of the said divested land was sent to the
Junior Land Reforms Officer, Kakdwip, in 1972 under
office Memo. No. RR/3/3352/Diamond Harbour-2/72,

- dated 21st SeptemBer 1972 .of the Officer-in-charge, |

‘«Camp’ No. II, Diamond Harbour. - This, pre-
sumably, has not been noted in the Register VIII by
the Junior Land Reforms Officer. The quantutn of
vested agricultural land sh
Khanapuri-Bujharat Khatian is correct.

Two points emerge from the above :

(i) That the Junior Land Reforms Officer has not
taken due care to note the divesting duly inti-
mated by the Settlement Camp. Had he taken
proper care to rectify the entries in the Register
VIII on intimation received from the Settlement

, . this regrettable incident of  discrepancy could

. have been avoided. .

(i) Moreover, had the Junior Land Reforms Officer
taken care even at a later stage when the Khana-
‘s puri-Bujharat Khatian of the Collector in
respect of the mauza concerned was supplied
to him, to check up the same for the purpose
of updating his Register VIII he himself could
have found out that the discrepancy is due to
-his failure to update his Register VIII. This
also testifies the failure of the Junior Land Re-
forms Officer to examine the Khanapuri-Bujharat
Khatian of the Collector prepared and sent to
him before attestation.

The Land Reforms Commissioner may kindly consider
whether all the Additional District Magistrates (Land
Rcforms) should be advised to activate the Junior
Laend Reforms Officer to update the Register VIII

. properly and be careful to note the utility of so doing

and/or using the Khanapuri-Bujharat Khatian of the
Colléctor for verifying the entries made in the Register
VIIL

- B. K. SARKAR,
Director of \Eand Records and Surveys. West Bengal.

5
*

o
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shown in the Settlement .
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

. Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section ‘A’, G. E, Branch

No. 12341(33)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 10th July 1978

To The Collector,.......t.coovueiie..,

The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms), :

.....................................

Subjéct :—Inspection of Circle Offices by the Collectors
and the Additional District Magistrates (Land’
Reforms) and other supervisory officers. '

Consequent upon the priority assigned by the present
Government on implementation of the land reforms.
measures frequent and thorough inspection of the Circle:
Offices has become absclutely necessary.  Such ins-
pection has not unfortunately been taken up at_the
levelof t"ar‘:&)istrict Officers to the extent required. -This.
has resulted in deterioration in the standard of work
in those offices as also reduction in the optimum output.
This position has. been viewed with utmost concern
and it has been decided that henceforth regular and
detailed inspection of the Circle Offices should be:
undertaken by the Additional District Magistrates.

2. Each Additional District Magistrate will inspect
at least two Circle Offices in a month so that each
Circle Office can be covered at least once a year. Where
the number of Circle Offices under the jurisdiction of an
Additional District Magistrate is relatively' large, the

~programme of inspection should be so adjusted that

eartt Circle Office under his jurisdiction is covered
at icdst once 4 year.
ins,cct at least one Circle Oflice in each subdivision
once 2 year. Similarly the Subdivisional Gfficer will
also inspect all the Circle Offices in the subdivision in
course of the year. In course of inspection the
Additional District- Magistrates will be required to
look in details-into all aspects of work normally done
.in the Circle Office. The following items should,
however, be given special attention :(—

(1) Maintenance of guard file for important orders
and circulars. ‘

(2) Checking of tahsil accounts by the Clerk-in-
charge, the Assistant Revenue Ofiicer, the
Junior Land Reforms Ofiicer, etc.

(3) Maintenance of Register 1 on rent roll by the
Tahasildars.

(4) Maintcnance of Register 73 for keeping note on
Fidelity Guarantee Bonds of the Tahsildars.

(5) Lease of sairati interests and proper main-
tenance of Miscellaneous Demand Register
and Miscelinneous: Collection Register.

(6) Proper realisation- of royalty from minor
minerals. :

(7) Regular and timely disposal of certificate cases
and maintenance of registers connected there-
with. . . :

(§) Bhagchas cases.

(9) Mutaution. cases.

(10) Proper and regular maintenance of Registe
Viii. '

(11) Maintenance of Register XI “for remission
of revenue. :

 time.

The Collector himself will also

(12) Maintenance of the Register for Civil Suit
and Civil Rules. . '
"(13) Maintenance of list of eligible persons for
distribution of khas’vested land under section
49 of the Land-Reforms Act. '
{14) Reconciliation of figures of vested land
maintioned in the Land Rx>forms Circle and
the Settiément Camps, :
(15) Proper treatment of the lands declared unfit
for cultivation. :
“(16) Maintenanze of relevant records and papers
regarding possession under section 10(2) of the
Estates Acquisition Act.
/ | .
3.1. The items indicatéd from serid!s 8 to 15 above

™

.. are of utmost importarcs and should be spc:ially dealt

with by the Additional District Magistrate during
inspection. . :

3.2 The Junior .Land Reforms Officer has to per~
form some statutory duties as Bhagchas Officer,
Certificate Officer, etc. During inspection the Additional
District Magistrate will select at random some cases
already disposed of by the Junior: Land Reforms
Officer and examine if the cases have been properly
disposed of. It should also be ensured -that such
cases are disposed of within the minimim possible
As regards Bhagchas cases, those cases where
the bargadar lost should bé¢ particularly examined.  In

view of the priority given by the present Goverr.ment

for safeguarding the rights and interests of the bargadars
it is eminently necessary that a new orieatation i3
infused”in the outlcok of the Junior Land Reforms
Officers regarding the bhagcl‘as cases.

3.3 The list of eligivle persons drawi up by the
Junior Land Referms Officer for distribuiion of vested
fand accordiig to the priority fized by the Bourd of
Revenue shoula be very carefuily-examined. It should
be seen that the list has been drawn up on the basis
of correct information gvailzble eitfier rom records
or from ' local enquiry reports. Additional District
Magistrate should look into the minutes of Block
Level Land Reforms Advisory Comuniittees, compare
the names of the landless persons recommended for
vested land by the Committees vis-a-vis the priority
list and make necessary comments in tiie inspection

‘note.

1

- . X

3.4 The discrepancies in the figure of vested land
supplied by the Settlement Departmeiit and as main-
tained in the Circle Offices should be ‘coked into. - If
any discrepancy is found, the reasons leading to such
discrepancy should bUe investigated. It shouid bLe
made sure that the list of vested land furnished by the
Settlement Department have been correctly brouglht
into record by the Jynior Land Reforms Officer and
that lists whicl 2 furaished ty the Settlement Depart-
ment from time te time are duly accounted for.

On the date of inspection an officer of the Settlement
organisation not below -the rank of S.R.O. Il may
be invited to attend the Land Reforms Circle Office to
reconcile any discrepancy.

3.5. 1t is eminently necessary that proper record

~of the ‘'vested plots which are hit by injunctions/civil

rules .are kept in Register VIII. During inspection
the Additicnal District Magistrate should check up
the entries in Register VIII with reference to papers
available in 'the "Circle Office. It has to be ensured
that the'Janior' Land Reforms Officer has proper liaison



with the Additional District Magistrate to keep his
papers relating to civil suits and civil rules up-to-cfatc.’

3.6. In a large number of cases land vested by the

Settlement Department as agricultural land could not -

be séttled as such as those were reported to be unfit
as agriculture by the Junior Land Reforms Officer.
The Additional District Magistrate will select some of
such plots at random and undertake field inspection
to satisfy himself that the classification of such lands
has been correctly determined by the Junior Land
Reforms Officer.

4.1. Local visit will constitute an important aspect
- of Additional District Magistrate’s inspection of the
Circle Office. It is needless to mention that the quality
of work done in Circle Offices largely depends on the

reports on field enquires conducted by the functionaries

attached to the Circle Offices. Important decisions on
various types of cases such as Bhagchas cases, muta-
tion cases, etc., are taken on the basis of local enquiry.
It is, therefore necessary that such enquiries are con-
ducted by the functionaries properly and without any
bias. In course of his inspection the Additional
District Magistrate will undertake as many local en-
- quiries as possible to verify the correctness of the
reports submitted by the functionaries .of the Circle
Offices.

42. The Settlement Charge Officers and Camp
Officers concerned will accompany the Additional
District Magistrate in his field visit to arrive at an
agreed decision on classification of vested and khas
lands. \

4.3, During field inspection Additional District
Magistrate may check up a few cases of brick fields,
etc., to find out whether the owners are paying licence
fee, royalty, etc., as required under the law. He may
also check up a-few jalkars, if there be any, to find out
if they are being utilised properly by genuine fisher-
men. The Additional District Magistrate and other
Inspection Officers during their field inspection should

meet some allottees of the vested land and find out the -

manner of utilisation of the land and problems thereof.

5. The Tahsildars have their own sets- of records °

and papers for their day-to-day work. The Additional
District Magistrate will make it a’ point to meet the

Tahsildars, specially those ppsted in the remote corner -

of the Circ¢le jurisdiction and check up their papers
to see that those are maintained correctly and up-to-
date. If poshlblc Additional District Magistrate may
also hold meetings of all Tghsildars at the Circle Office
on the day of inspection to enable the Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate to have first-hand knowledge about
the revenue matters in the rural areas of the district.

6. Each Circle Office will maintain an Inspection
Book in the same format of Register 26. The Addi-
tional District Magistrate will reccrd in the Ianspection
Book a detailed note of his inspection. Details of ©
mistakes found during inspection, suggestions given
to the Junior Land Reforms Officer for improvement
of work, etc., should be clearly recorded in the Inspec-
tion Book. This will facilitate subsequent follow-up.
A copy of the inspection note should be sent to_the
Board of Revenue as also to the Commlssmner‘ of the
Division. ' -

‘
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It is emphasised that mere discussions with th
func}tlonarles of the Circle Offices regarding progress
of work is not enough. The inspection should not be
mechanically statistics-oriented. It should aim at
assessing the personal performance of each functionary

-of the Circle Office as also to improve the quahty nd

outturn of wotk.

8. . Detailed inspection of a, Circle Office as outlined
above will be almost a day’s work. The Additional
District Magistrate should, thewefore, undertake night

‘halts, specially in the interior regions of his district,

so that he can make available to himself the maximum

"~ amount of time for inspection work and also for under-
taking local enquiries as indicated above.

9. Separate instructions should be issued by the
Collectors to all the Subdivisional Officers and the
Subdivisional Land Reforms Officers giving clear and
detailed guideline and also fixing the minimum number
of inspection they will have to undertake in a month.
A copy of the instructions should be sent to the Board
of Revenue as also to the Commissioner of the Dlvxsnon

for further follow-up action.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary.
Board of Revenue. West Bengal.

[

Memo. No. 12341/1(53)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the— \
| (1-) Commissioner, .. ...... .Division.......... ,
(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal, :
~ (3) Subdivisional Officer,...... ... .,

for information.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta, .
The~6th July 1978.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Ofﬁce of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 13471(16)-G.E.j409/78, dated Calcutia,
July 1978

the 21st

To—
(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Be*xgal

(2) The Collector/D,cputy Commissioner,........

Subject :  Determination of irrigated areas in connection

) with fixation of ceiling area and reussessmen
Bengal Land Reforms Act.

In order (/) to determine the area of agricultural land
that“a’raiyat can retain under section 14M of the West

of revenue under the provisions of Wes;

oy
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" gated area. ' Clatse

Bengal Land Reforms Act, (i) to determine the ques-

‘tion of exemption from land revenue and (iii) to re-
.assess revenue under section 23B ibid the important

point for consideration is whether the land is situated
within an irrigated area or non-irrigated area.

15

" 2. Clause (d) of saction 14K ibid defines the irri-

(b) of Explanation to section
23B(1) lays down that the expression “‘irrigated area”
shall have the same meaning as in clause (d) of section
14K. ‘ L

3. Section 14N(I) lays down that if%my question

_arises as to whether any land is or is not within an

irrigated area, such question shall ‘be determined by
the prescribed authority in such manner as may be
prescribed. Now in determining whether any land
is or is not situated within an irrigated area, the pres-

cribed authority shall stick to the definition of irrigated

area given in section 14K(d). In other words what
he has to decide after enquiry in terms of rule 14B(2)

of the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules is whether -

or not the land falls within the irrigated area specified
as such by Government notification irrespective of the
fact whether the land has or has not got irrigation
water in a particular year or in the year under enquiry.

4. As regards exemption from revenue or reassess-
ment of revenue under section 23B also, the Revenue

Officer will follow the same principle in ascertaining -

the question whether the land 1s situated in an irrigated
area or not as envisaged above. If, however, the
Collector is satisfied that any land within an irrigated
area as determined by the Revenue Officer applying
the above principle, has not raceived irrigation or crops
have been damaged by excess water during any parti-
cular year, he may by order direct assessment of land
revenue for that year only to be made as if the land is

‘included in a non-irrigated area [vide proviso to clause

{b) of section 23B(1)].

5. In view of the above, the instructions contained
in paragraph 4 of Board’s Memo. No. 595(15)-G.E.,
dated 12th January 1973 and Memo. No. 22661(17)-
G.E, dated 31st December 1976, stand modified. .

6. All concerned may please be instructed
accordingly. : ‘ . o
) J. R. SAHA,
‘Secretary.

Bqard of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 13471/1(122)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the—

(1) Land TUtilisation' and Reforms and Land
and Land Revenue Department,

Division—————,

(2) Commissioner, ———

(3) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/

Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land

Reforms), -

‘v

(4) Subdivisional Officer, —

L e P RS

/

\ E .
1
(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, ~——

(6) Chief - Engineer, - Agriculture Engineering
Directorate, Government of West Bengal,

) Engfnéer—in—charg’e and Ex-officio = Secretary,
Irrigation and Waterways Department,

B

for information.

J. R, SAHA,
Secretary.
Board of Revenue. West Bengal.
Calcutta,
The 21st July 1978.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A (I), G.E. Branch

No. 15887-G.E./698/78, dated Calcutta, the" 4th
September 1978

To—The Director of Land Records ard Surveys,
. West Bengal. v

Subject : Exercise of discretionary power by the
Revenue ‘Officer to keep the incidence of vesting
of .part plots to the minimum. ‘

It has come to the gotice of the Board that difficulties
-are being experienced in' distributing lands which have
Vested as- part plots. The areas of such part plots
are mostly very small; besides, these are not demarcated
in the field. As a result, prospective allottees do not
show any interest in taking settlement of these lands
due to uncertainty .of profitable "utilisation thereof.

2. There was no provision in the West Bengal
Estates Acquisition Act to prevent the intermediaries
from  offering undemarcated portions of plots- for
vesting. This had resulted in vesting of quite a large
npumber of part plots, distribution or otherwise utilisation
of which by Government has posed a problem.

- Necessary provisions have, however, been made in the

West Bengal Land Reforms Act to keep the incidence

’of vesting of part plots to the minimum.

3. Proviso to sub-section (3) of section 14T of the
West Bengal Land Reforms Act envisages that a
Revenue Officer while disposing of return submitted
under sub-section (1) or (2) of the said section may,”
at his discretion, disregard the choice excrcised by
the raiyat where portions-of more than one plot are
offered ' for vesting. Holdings of raiyats very often
comprise of part plots which are entered in the settle-
ment records-of-rights as portions of the areas of the
entire plots. The raiyats in such cases will have a
tendency to offer such part plots for vesting:

4. All the Revenue Officers acting under sub-section
(3) of section 14T of West Bengal Land Reforms Act
should, therefare, be advised to exercise their discretion
very carefully so that more than one partplot of a
raiyat does not vest.” In course of disposal of the
returns for determination of the extent of land which
should”vest under section 14S, the Revenue Office,
sould'make a careful assessment of the total area of
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land held by the raiyat, the area opted for retention
and the area offered for vesting and determine the
extent of land liable to vest in the State in such a way
that a raiyat is allowed to offer for vesting not more
than one part plot. '

5. Ttisemphasised that the intention behind insertion
of this proviso should be carefully explained to all
the Revenue Officers concerned and they should be
asked to exercise the discretion enjoined in the proviso
strictly in accordance with such legislative intention,

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary.
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 15887/1(29)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the—
(1) Commissioner, Division,

(2) Settlement Officer,

3

(3) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
‘Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
Feforms), —

for information and necessary acticn.

Al K CHAKR GGG RTI,

Speciul Officer and Ex-officio -Secretary,.

Board of Reveiue, West Eengal,”

Calcutta,
the 4th September 1978.

GOVERN‘MENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Section A (I), G. E. Braach
No. . 16602—&3.?5./494/78, dated Calzutta, the

_ 16th

Sceptember 1978 ‘

To—The Additional District Magistraic (Land Reforms),
Nadia.

Subject : Autﬁority of alluttees of vested lands for
cutting down trees staitd oi land allotted to them
on raiyati basis.

/ Reference : His Memo. No. 4409-L.R., dated 25th
gl May 1978.

. . . \ » ' .
. The undersigned is directed to inform him that there
is nothing in law which requires an allottee of vested
land to obtain permission for felling of isolated trees.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex:officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.,

16

Memo. No. 16602/1(20)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to 't.he‘—- ‘ '

(1) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms),

(2) Additional

Deputy Commissioner
Reforms,

(Lard

b

\

*(3) Commissioner, ——

Division,

for information.

" A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
" Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta, , - ’
The 16th September 1978.

. . " LAND REFORMS 6,79
oo .

t

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenne, West Bengal

Section. A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 8724(18)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 13th July 1979

To—The A:ditional District Magistrate/The Additional
Deputy Commitsioner (Land Reforms),............
Subject :  Determination' of land . reverue under the
amended sectic: 23B of the West Beagul
 Land Rejorms Act. ’

1. 1t kus come to the noiice of thy Roard that in
some arews determination of revenue payable by the
raivats and 1o ioation thereof are not being made
strictly according to the provisions of section 235 of
the Land Reform: Act as it stands after the amendment
in 1977. A copy of the amended section is enclosed.
The salient features of the section are as follows :

(a) With effect from the Ist dsy of Baisakh 1385
B.S. the holdine of a vaiyat on family. basis not
exceeding !.61" hectares (four acres) in irrigated
area or 2;428 licctares (six acrcs) in nen-irrigated
area shall be exemvted from payiucn: of land
revenue. .

Where the land of a raiyat i= <ituated in both
irrigated and non-rrigated & .5, one hectare
lard in frrigeted area should @ dearid to be
equivalent to 1.5 hectares in w :n-irrigaisd area
for the purpose of determinive exen:ption as
above. ‘

)

(c) With effect from the 1st day of Euisakh 1385 B.5.
the revenue payablz by a raiyat who weuld not
quzlify for exemption will be at the raie pre-
vailing immediately prior to the Ist day of
Baisakh 1376 B.S. if the land is situated in'
non-irrigated area and at 1} times of such rate
where the land is situated in irrigated area.

(d) If the Collector is satisfied that any land within
irrigated area has not rcceived icrigation water
or//the crops. have damaged by excess water
during any particular year, he may by order
direct ‘that assessment of revenue of such. land
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for the year should be as if the land is s1tuated
in a non-irrigated area.

{¢) A raiyat shall not be entitled to exemption if
as a result of transfer or partition made after
the Ist day of Baisakh-1384 B.S. the total area
of his land is reduced to 1.619 hectares ( four
acres) in irrigated area or 2.428 hectares (six
acres) in non-irrigated area or less.

) A raxyat owning four hectares or more of land
in. one mauza—irrespective of whether such
land is situated in irrigated or non-irrigated
area—shall be liable to pay, in addition to the
revenue payable by him, a surcharge at the rate

of 10 per cent. of the revenue payable by him .

with effect from the 1st day of Baisakh 1379 B.S.
This surcharge would be payable only for four
hectares or more of land situated in a single
mauza and not on the total land of the raiyat.

2.0. The following example is given to illustrate
exemption from land revenue, determination of land
revenue and surcharge thereon :—

2.1. A raiyat owns on family basis 2.50 acres of
non-irrigated lands in mauza Rampur.
payable for these lands before 1376 B.S. was Rs. 12.50.
The raiyat also owns 11 acres of irrigated lands in
mauza Shyampur. The revenue payable for these
lands before 1376 B.S. was Rs. -82.50.

Determination of exemption

2.2. For the purpose of exemption 11.00 acres. of '

irrigated land will be equivalent to (11.00x14)~16.50
acres of mon-irrigated land. Therefore, the total
non-irrigated land comes to (2.50+ 16. 50) 19.00 acres.
A-s this exceeds the ceiling limit of six acres of non-
irrigated land, the raiyat will not get any'exemption.

2.3, The revenue payable by the raiyat for 2.50
acres of non-irrigated land will remain unchanged.
The revenue payable for 11.00 acres of irrigated land
will be (Rs. 82.50x 14)—Rs. 143.75. Therefore, the
total revenue payable by the raiyat with effect from 1st

Baisakh “1385 B.S. will be (Rs. 12.50+143.75)=Rs.
156.25.

Determination of surcharge

2.4, The raiyat holds 11.00 acres of land in a single
mauza Shyampur. As this is more than the limit of
four hectares, the raiyat is liable to pay surcharge.
The surcharge payable with effect from Ist Baisakh
1385 B.S. will be 10 per cent. of Rs. 143.75 = Rs. 14.37.

2.5. The surcharge payable for the period from 1379

/B.S. to 1384 B.S. will be 10 per cent. of the revenue

payable in that perlod 11.00 acres of lands in mauza

‘Shyampur being irrigated, the revenue payable for

the lahds in the period was (Rs. 82.50 x3)=Rs. 247.50.
So the surcharge payable  per year for that period
would be 10 per cent. of Rs. 247.50=Rs. 24 75.

3. It should be remembered that all ralyats, whether
exemptees or non-exemptees, are liable to pay cesses
for their holdmgs

4. Particular care should be taken to see that non-

agricultural lands forming part of the holdings of .

raiyats are not taken into account im determining

" separate Khatians.

The revenue -

T T— e

exemption, revenue payable and surcharge. In the
areas where revisional settlement undét section 51 of
the Land Reforms  Act has ‘been taken up, the non-
agricultural lands comprised in the agricultural holdings
of raiyats have already been split up and recorded in
-In other areas, however, the
non-agricultural lands still continue to be included
in the agricultural holdings. Therefore, particular

_care ‘should be taken to see that the non-agricultural

lands are properly segregated, revenue thereof calculated
pro rata on the basis of area. Such non-agricultural
lands should be kept outside the purview of section 23B.

S. Ttis requested that the instructions above are
clearly explained to all the field level officers, particularly
to the Tahsildars so that revenue and surcharge, etc.,
payable under the amended section of 23B are properly
determined and collected.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-}oﬁ?czo

Secretary,
» Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

.

Memo. No. 8724/1(396)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the—

) €Commissioner,............... Division,...............
(#) Director of Land Reforms and Surveys, West
- Bengal,

,(m; Collector/Deputy Commissioner,..................

(iv) Settlement Officer,............occeviiierinenn i canie,

(with~ extra copies for Charge Officers and’
S.R.O.s10), ,

(v) Subdivisional Officer,........c.c.ccvervnniiinnee.
(with extra copies for Subdivisional Land
Reforms Officers and Junior Land Reforms
, Officers and Extension Officers of Panchayat
" Samitis),

(vi) Panchayat Department,

(vii) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department,

-

for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORT],

. ' Speczal Officer and Ex—oﬁiczo
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta, '
The 13th July 1979,

The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955
Section 23B as amended in 1977

23B. (1) Noththstandmg an}thmg contained m
this Chapter,—

(a) Where on an application made by a raiyat or
otherwise, the Revenue Officer makes an
. order that the total area of land held by a
raiyat within his holding or holdings does
not exceed 1.619 hectares in irtigated area or
2.428  hectares in non-irrigated area, the



raiyat shall be exempted from paymg revenue
in respdct of his holding or holdings with effect
from the 1st day of Baisakh 1385 B.S. : (

Provided that such exmption shall not affect the
liability of the raiyat to pay any cess imposed:
on him under ‘the Cess Act, 1880, or the
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act 1930,
or any other law for the time being in force
on the basis of the present revehue of his
holding or holdings :

1 1

Provided further that a raiyat shall not be entitled to
exemption from paying revenue under this
séction if as a result of transfer or partition
made after’ the Ist day of Baisakh 1384 B.S,,
the total area of his land “is reduced to 1.619
hectares in irrigated area or 2.428 hectares
in non-irrigated area or less.

Explanation—Theyexpression “land held by a raiyat
- within his helding or holdings” shall mean
whers there are more than one rajyat in a
family, the aggregate area of lands held by

all such raiyats ;

(aa) Where the land held by a raiyat within his
holding or holdings is situated in both irrigated
and non-irrigated areas, one hectare of land
in irrigated area shall, for the purpose of
clause (a), be deemed to be equivalent to
1.5 hectares in non-irrigated area ;

(b) Subject to the provisions contained in clausen
(a) and (aa), the revenue payable by a raiyat ih
respect of his holding or holdings. shall, wit.,
effect from the 1st day of Baisakh 1385 B.Se
be at the rate of the present revenue if ths
land included in the holding or holdings i
situated in a non-irrigated area and at one,
and half times of such rate if such land i
situated in an irrigated area :

Provided that if the- Collector is satisfied that any
‘land within an irrigated area has not received
irrigation water or the crops have been

" damaged by excess water during any particular
year, he may, by order, direct assessment of
Jand revenue of such land for that year to be
made as if the land is included in a non-
, irrigated area ;

(¢) If the total area of land held by a raiyat in
respect of his holding or holdings is four
hectare$ or morg in one mauza, he shall,with
effect from the first day of Balsakh 1379 B.S.,
pay, in addition to the revenue payable by

him for such land, a surcharge at thes rate of-

ten par cent. of such revenue ; ;.

(d) If any amount already paid by a raiyat is in
. ~ excess of the revenue payable by him under
this section, the same shall be 'refunded to
‘ him, but if there is any  deficiency in such
payment the same shall be recovered from him
as an arrear of revenue under the Bengal
Public Dzmands Recovery Act, 1913, without
any claim for mterest being made upon the

same.

18

Explanation. -—For the purpose of this sectlon,

(a) the term “famlly in relatlon to a raiyat shall
be deemed to consist of himself, his wife, minor
sons and unmarried daughters, if any';

(b) the expression “irrigated area” shall have the
same meaning as in clause (d) of sectlon 14K ;
and

(c) the expressxon present revenue” in relatlon to
any holding means the amount of revenue
payable by a raiyat in respect of such holding
immediately ' before the commencement of
the West Bengal Land Reforms (Second
Amendment) Act, 1969.

(2) Any person aggrieved by an order made by the

"~ Revenue Officer under clause (a) of sub-section (1), may

prefer an appeal to such authority as the State Govern-
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette,

~ specify within thirty days from the date of such order

or within such further time as such authorlty may,
on sufficient cause being shown, allow.

- (3) The order made by the appellate authority undef

" sub-section (2) shall be ﬁnal
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

¢ No.893-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 24th January 1978

In supersession of all previous orders issued in this
behalf, it has been decided by the Board of Revenue
that until further orders the Land Reforms Advisory
Committee at block level as envisaged in sub-rule (3a)
of rule 20A of the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules,
1965, will be as follows :

(1) Representatives of the Left Front—members ;

(2) One representative from each of other recog-
nised political parties, viz., Congress, Janata
and C.P.J.—members ;

(3) Local M.L.A. or his repreﬁentative—member ;

(4) One Government nominee—member ;

(5) Block Development Officer—member ;

(6) Junior Land Reforms Officer—member-convener;

(7) An officer of the Food Department—member ;
and

(8) A representative of the Directorrate of Land
Records and Surveys—member.

2. The Committee will select its own Chairman
for each sitting.

S. K. MUKERIJEI,
Member,
Board of Revenue, West Be{tgal

Memo No 894(473)=G.E.
Copy forwarded to the=- ,
(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West

Bengal, L
(2) Commissioners of Divisions,

(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West

Bengal,
(4) District Officers, o
(5) Deputy ~Secretary, Land Utilisation and
Reforms and Land and Land. Revenue
, + Department,
(6) Additional District Magistrates (Land Revenue),
(7) Subdivisional Officers, :
(8) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officers,
(9) Junior Land Reforms Officers, _
(10) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge,
(11) Private 1Secreta.ry to the Chief Minister, /Westy
Bengal, ,
(12) Secretary, Food and Supplies Department,

for information.
1. R. SAHA,

Secretary, ,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal®

Calcutta,
The 24th January 1978.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal ¢

" Section A, G.E. Branch
No. 18059-.G.E., dated .lcg%cutta, the 1st Novémber /

CHAPTER 11

/

In supersession of Board’s ordér No. 893-G.E., datcd

24th January 1978, in so far as it relates to the distretts -

other than Murshidabad and Midnapore, it has been
dec1@qd by the Board of Revenue that Panchayat
Samiti as constituted under section 94 of thé West Bengai
Panchayat Act, 1973, shall function with immediate
effect as the Land Reforms Advisory Committee at
block level as envisaged in sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of

the West Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 1965.

. D. BANDYOPADHYAY,
Land Reforms Commissioner
and Additional Member,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal

\

Memo. No. 18060(496)-G.E.
Coby forwarded to the—

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West

Bengal,
(2) Commissioner,.......... .....Division,...............
(3) Director’ of Land Records and Surveys, Wes
Bengal, c

(4) District Officer,.........ccvuuvenn..... ,
5) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and Reforms
.and Land and Land Revenue Departmen,
(6) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms),
(7) Settlement Officer, . :
(8) Charge Officer,
(9) Subdivisional Officer, :
(10) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,
(11) Junior Land Reforms Officer, -
(12) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge ,
(13) Private Secretary to the Chief Minister, West
Bengal, SR
(14) Secretary, Food and Supplies Department,
(15) Secretary, Panchayat Department,

¥

for information.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
Iy \ Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta, : A
The 3rd November 1978.
I $

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Oiﬁcé of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A (I), G. E. Branch
No. '333-G.E./842/78, - dated Calcutta, the 10th
January 1979. '

In supersession of the Board’s order Nos. 18059-G.E.’
dated 1st November 1978 and 18471-G.E., dated 11th

November 1978, the Board of Revenue, in view of the.:
Pachayat Department notification No. 25352-AZ.P-

dated 8th November 1978, is pleased to lay down that—

(a) Panchayat Samitis as constitut¢éd under sec-
tion 94 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act.
1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973), are to
perform the functions of the Land Reforms
Advisory Committees at block level as
envisagéd in sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of the
West,-Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 1965;

i
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(i)

©

Land Reforms

The Land Reforms Advisory -Committees at
block level as constituted under Board’s
order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th January 1978,

shall, however, continue to function in the-

following areas :—.

where provisions of the West Bengal Panchayat
Act, 1973, do not apply, and

where Panchayat Samitis have not yet been
duly constituted due to any reason whatso-

ever ; :

1 | .

in areas specified in sub-clduse (ii) of clause (b),
the Panchayat Samitis as and when duly
constituted, shall function as the Land Reforms
Advisory Committees at block level and
thereupon the Land Reform§ Advisory
Committees at block level constituted under
Board’s order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th

January 1978, shall stand superseded in

respect of such areas.

D. BANDYOPADHYAY,
Commissioner and Additional Member
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 334 (185)-G.E.

- Copy forwarded to the—

(9
(10)
(11)

(12)’

(13

(14)

(15)
(16)

 Director of Land Records and Surveys,

Chief Secretary to the Government of West

Bengal, ~
Secretary, Panchayat Department,

Secretary, Food and Supplies Department,
Commissioner,— ~Division,

Bengal, . :
District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,

................

forms and Land and Land Revenue Department,
Additional District Magistrate (Larid Revenue)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
Revenue)............ (sufficient spare copies
enclosed for distribution amongst the Junior
Land Reforms Offlcers,
Settlement Officer,
Settlement Charge Officer,
Subdivisional Officer,.................... s
Private Secretary to Chief Minister, West
Bengal, - : :

................

...........

Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge, '

Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and

Land Revcnue Department,

Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge,

Panchayat Department, -

District Land Reforms Officer,............

Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,
rd

--------

for information.

J. R. SAHA,
‘ Secretary,
Board of Revenue; West Bengal

Calcutta.

The 10th January 1979.

“”est '

- Department.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office. of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

No.

~ Section A'(}), G. E. Brauch

1726(15)-G.E./842/78, dated Calcutta, the 14th

February 1979

To—The District Magistrate/Deputy Comxﬁissioner,.

s e e

.............

A reference is invited to notification No. 25352-A &
P, dated the 8th November 1978, issued by the Depart-
ment of Panchayat, Government of West Bengal and
Board’s order No. 333-G.E., dated the 9th January
1979, laying down that the Panchayat Samitis as consti-
tuted under section’94 of the West Bengal Panchayat
Act, 1570, shall peifoim ihe. Tunctions of tle Land
Reforms Advisory Committees at the block level as
envisaged in sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of the West

Bengal Land Reforms Rules, 1965.

Steps are being

taken by the Panchayat Department to constitute
- “Unnayan, Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee
Samitis” to look after-matters relating to land.

The question how the Panchayat Samitis can now"
“effectively function as Block Level Land Reforms
Advisory Committees was referred to the Panchayat

Their views in this regard are reproduced

below for necessary action from his end.

The Panchayat' Department have already issued a
circular advising all the Zilla Parishads and Panchayat
Samitis of the State to adopt resolutions expressing
their desire to have an additional Sthayee Samiti,
namely, Unnayan, Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar
Sthayee Samiti in their Parishads. About 50 per cent.
of the Zilla: Parishads and Panchayat Samitis have

already expressed such desire.

Steps are now being

taken by the Panchayat Department to accord approval
of the State Government in the matter and direct the
Parishads to constitute the Sthayee Samiti after necessary

election.

The Panchayat Samitis by a Government

order have been asked to function as the Block Level

Land Refoerms Advisory Committee.

Till the Unnayan,

Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samiti is formally
constituted the whole Panchayat Samiti or any sub-
committee appointed, for the purpose, by the Panchayat
Samiti in a meeting may without any legal difficulty,
function as the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory
Committee of Dubrajpur Panchayat Samiti had been
constituted in a meeting of Panchayat Samiti. In
that case, the -Commijttee will have no difficulty to

function.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Cfficer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

‘Memo- No. 1726/1(165)-G.E.

Copy .forwarded to the

(1) Chief Secretary, Government of West

Bengal, _
(2) Secretary, Panchayat Department,
(3) Commissioner:........... Division,...ze............

/(4)Secretary, Food and Supplies Department,

-

<



(5) Director of Land Records and Sutveys, West
Bengal,

(6) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and Reforms

and Land and Land Revenue Department,
(7) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional Deputy Commlssmner (Land
Reforms),. .......ovenvnnnns
(sufficient spare copies enclosed for distribution
among the Junior Land Reforms Officers),
(8) Settlement Officer,................ ,
(9) Settlement Charge Officer,..........o.....
(10) Subdivisional Officer,.............. PO
(11) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,..........
(12) Private Secretary to Chief Mrmster, West
Bengal,

(13) Private Secretary to the Mmlster-m-charge,
Land and Land Revenue Department,

(14) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge,
- Panchayat Department,

(15) District Land Reforms Officer,............ .

for information.

J. L. BASU
Assistant Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,
The 14th February 1979,

.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, \K;est Bengal.
‘ Section ‘A’, G.E, Branch_ ?

No. 160.50-G._E., dated Calcutta, the 7th December 1979

In supersession of Board’s No. 333-G.E./842/78,

dated 10th January 1979, the Board of Revenue is '

pleased to lay down that—

(a) The “Unnayan, Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar
Sthayee Samiti” of the Panchayat Samiti as
and when constituted under clause (vii) of
sub-section (1) of section 124 of the West
Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Béngal
Act XLI of 1973), is to perform the functions
of the Land Reforms Advisory Committee
at block level as envisaged in sub-rule (3a)
of rule 20A of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Rules, 1965.

(b) The Panchayat Sam1t1 will continue to function
as the Land Reforms Advisory Committee
at the block level where the ‘“Unnayan,

Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee
Samiti” has not yet been constituted till
constitution of such Sthayee Samiti.

(c) The Land Reforma Advisory Committee at
block level as constituted under Board’s
order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th January
1978, shall continue to fuaction in the areas
where Panchayat Samitis have not yet
been constituted till constitution of Panchayat
Samitis. _

(d) The Land Reforms Adv1sory Committee a+
: block level as constituted . under Board’s

' w%

" No. 334 (185)-G.E.,

order No. 893-G.E., dated 24th January
1978, shall also contmue to function in the
areas where provisions of the West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1973, do not apply.

D. BANDYOPADHYAY

' JLand Reforms ‘Commissioner and -

Additional Members,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

: {
" Memo. No. 16051 (185)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the—

(1) Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal,,

(2) Secretary, Panchayat Department,
(3) Secreiary, Food and Supplies Department,

(4) Commissioner,

——Division,

(5) Director of Land Records and Surveys, Wes
Bengal,

*(6) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,——

(7) Deputy Secretary, Land Ijtilisation and Reformg
- and Land and Land Revenue Department

® Addmonal District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
Reforms),
(with sufficient spare copies enclosed for

distribution amongst the Junior Land
Reforms Ofﬁcers) )
(9) Settlement Ofﬁcer
_(10) Settlement Charge Officer, —

‘(11) Subdivisional Officer,

(12) Private Secretary to Chief Minister, Government
of West Bengal

(13) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge,
Land and Land Revenue Department,

(14) District Land Reforms Officer, — ————

(15) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer, —————

for informaiion with reference to Board's Memo.
dated 10th January 1979.

“A. K CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secreta?’y,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,
The 10th December .
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'GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section ‘A’, G. E. Branch
ﬁo. 4827-G.E./378/76, datIe;l7 7Calcutta, the 16th Aprii

;

‘To—The Additional District Maglstrate (Land Revenue),
Murshidabad.

Subject : Annulment of settlement of vested land
consequent upon divesting of such land.

His Memo No.
February 1977.

Reference : 1007-L.R./En., dated 9th

The issue relates to cancellation of settlement in
cases where vested lands given in raiyati settlement
. are subsequently found to have been vested irregularly
and consequently divested.

2. The legal position, which has been endorsed by
- the law officers of Government, is discussed below :

' As a result of divesting it ensues that Government had
no right to give the land in settlement and in
consequence the settlement, if made, is void
ab-initio.

The Collector in such a case shall send an intimation
to the allottee and others concerned about the
fact of divesting of the land, take back the
Patta and cancel it.

3. In this context it is enjoined that before can-
cellation of the Patta the affected eligible allottee must
be given an alternative piece of land, more or less of
the same quantum, and Patta for the freshly allotted

land be handed over simultaneously with the can-.

cellation of the impounded one. .

4. This has reference to the instructions issued
upder Board’s Memo. No.
9th February 1977.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 4827/1(16)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the Additional District Magistrate
(Land Revenue)/Additional Deputy Commissioner

(Land Revenue),................ , for information
and guidance.

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary, .
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,
The 16th April 1977.

Memo. No. 4827/2(3)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner,..........
Division,.......... , for information in continuation
of Board’s 'Memo. No. 1910/2(3)-G.E., dated 9th
February 1977. )

J. R. SAHA,
Calcutta, Secretary,
The 16th April 1977.
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, Subj_ect :

1910/1(17)-G.E., dated

Board of Revenue, West Bengal

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G. E. Branch

No. 13693(15)-G.E./549/78, dated Calcutta, the 26th
' July 1978.

To—The D1str1ct Maglstrate/Deputy Commissioner,

...........................

Review of cases - of irregular distribution
of vested lands

In the Board of Revenue circular No. 1403(15)-G.E.,
dated 3rd February 1978, District Officers were requested
to cause thorough enquiries into all cases of irregular
distribution of vested land. It was enjoined that all
previous distribution cases with necessary particulars
should be displayed in the notice boards of Jynior
Land Reforms Officer’s office for a period of 15 days
for public inspection and scrutiny. It has been reported
thatin many cases aggrieved persons did not getadequate
time to scrutinise the list and file objections. It is
now decided that the list so prepared should be hung
up again in the office of ihe Jumior Land Reforms,
Officers for public inspection up to 31st August 1978.
Objections are also to be filed within that time.

2. It has also been reported that objections received
earlier have not been disposed of. Attempt should
‘be made to dispose of pending objection cases by
31st of August 1978 and the fresh cases to be filled

. within 60 days of their filling objections received up to

31st August 1978 should be disposed of positively by
15th of November 1978. _

3. There are cases of dispute on vested land where

* Patta has been issued to one person while some other

person is in actual possession. These cases have to be
sorted out with utmost speed to enable the really
eligible person to cultlvate the plot.

4. There mlght be cases where proceedings for
annulment of Patta had been started, but could not be
completed before the cultivation season. It is time
that these cases are promptly disposed of and sources
of friction eliminated.

5. All

concerned may please be
accordmgly

instructed

@uﬁcnent spare copies are enclosed for distribution
among the Junior Land Reforms Officers).

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 13693/1(72)-G.E.

Cc}>1py forwarded for information and necessary action
to the—

(1) Commissioner............. s, Division,. ....
(2) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal, '

(3) Additional District
Deputy Commissioner,
(4) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,

Magistrate/Additional
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(5) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department. '

'A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

Calcutta,
The 26th July 1978

- LAND REFORMS 5/79
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL -

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G. E. Branch

No. 7999(19)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 27th June 1979

To—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms/ *

Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms),

........ N N A A A A A I

Subject : Review of cases of irregular disiribution of
vested lands.

In Board of Revenue circular No. 1403(15)-G.E.,
dated 3rd February 1978, it was envisaged that lists of
all previous distribution cases should be hung up in
the notice board in the office of the Junior Land Reforms
Officer to invite objections against irregular distribution,

.if any. In Board’s subsequént Memo. No. 13693(15)-
G.E., dated 26th July 1978, it was enjoined that all
the objection ‘cases should be disposed of by the 15th
of November 1978 after due enquiry.

2. It has been represented before the Board that
due to the intervening floods objections could not be
filed against some cases of irregular distribution. After
. due consideration it has been decided that objections

" against irregular distribution may now be entertained
only in those cases where the Unnayan, Parikalpana O
Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samitis of the Panchayat
Samitis recommend to the Junior Land Reforms Officer
by passing a resolution that such cases should be re-
viewed. The resolution should include full particulars
of the distribution cases recommended for review.

3. On receipt of such a resolution of the Junior
Land Reforms Officer will cause enquiry into the cases,
. The Anchal Pradhan or the member(s) concerned of
the Anchal Panchayat should be associated with the
enquiry. The result of the enquiry should be placed
before the Panchayat Samiti/Sub-Committee/Sthayee
Samiti acting as Block Level Land Reforms Advisory
Comnmniittee for their recommendation. The cases where
annulment is recommeinded should be sent to the Sub-
divisional Officer through the Subdivisional Land
Reforms Officer for orders of annulment. :

4. Recommendations from the Sthayee Samitis for
' review as indicated in paragraph 3 should be entertained
up to 31st August and dispose of by 30th September
1979, ' :

All concerned may please be instructed accordingly.
-A. K. CHAKRABORT]I,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue. West Bengal.
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Memo. No. 7999/1(70)-G.E.
Copy forwarded t"o,--.

(1) Panchayat Department,

)] Commissidner, .......... Division,

(3) Director of Land Records and_Surveys, West
Bengal,

------------

(6) Land Utiliéation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department, - y '

for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

O flice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
. Section A (I), G.E Branch

No. 1729(18)-G.E./555/75, dated Calcutta, the 14th
February 1979 '

To—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms),

.................

i

.’Subject :  Facilities for the families of service personnel—

settlement of land.

A que'stiori has been raised whether in the matter of
settlement of lands to the service personnel and their
families as envisaged in Board’s Memo. No. 2247(8)-

.G.E., dated 3rd February 1972, consultation with the

Block Level land Reforms Advisory Committees
(now Ifanchayat Samitis) will be necessary or not.

It has been decided that the settlement of lands in
such cases will be made by the Additional District
Magistrates/Additional Deputy Commissioners (Land
Reforms) in consultation with the District Soldiers’,
Sailors’ and Airmen’s Board and consultation with
the Panchayat Samitis acting as Block Level Land
Reforms Advisory Committees will not be necessary,
as was already enjoined in.Board’s Memo. No. 21913(8)-
G.E., dated 18th October 1972. The Panchayat
Samitis concerned should, however, be kept informed
of such allotment, as and when made.

(Sufficient spare copies enclosed for distribution
mong the Junior Land Reforms Officers.)

\

A. K. CHAKRABARTI,
- Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

o

- s
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_ Memo. No. 1729/1(131)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the— \
(1) Commissioner,.......... Division,.......... ,

(2) District Magistraté/Deputy Commissioner, . . . .‘

................

(3) District Land Reforms Officer,............. S

(4) Subdivisional Officer,................ ,

(5) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,,..... A. e
for information.

1. L. BASU,
"UET Assistant Secretary,
Board of RevenueSWest Bengal.

*  Calcutta,
The 14th February 1979.

\

LAND REFORMS 1/79
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G. E. Branch

No. 6225(18)-G.E'/269/79, dated Calcutta, the 26th May
: ‘ 1979 :

To—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms)s

.................

Subject :* Preparation of lists: of eligible persons and
distribution of vested agricultural lands.

A reference is invited to paragraphs 2.4 and 2.5 of
the operational decisions taken in the Workshop on
Land Reforms held on 4th and 5th May 1979,

2. It was, inter alia, decided therein that district-
wise time-bound programme should be drawn up for
distribution of available vested agricultural lands.

3. It is expected that mauza-wise liss of eligible
persons have already been prepared in many circles.
Where such lists have not yet been prepared, those
should be prepared in consultation with the members
of the Panchayati Raj Institutions.

4, Lists of eligible persons should be placed before
the Block Level Land Reforins Advisory Committee
along with the mauza-wise statement of vasted lands
available for distribution for their recommendation
according to the provisions of section 49 of the West

:ngal Land Reforms Act read with the priority
principles and subjzct to the conditions of distribution
already fixed by thz Board of Revenue. Those are
reproduced below :

25

A—Priority

(i) Alandless person found to be in uninterrupted
; possession for a minimum period of three

S’éal's. i

(i) Landless agricultural workers who belongs
to the Scheduled Tribes.

(iii) Landless agricultﬁral workers who belong
‘ to the Scheduled Castes.

(ivy  Landless agricultural workers other than
the above.

(v) Landless bargadars who belong t6 the
Scheduled Tribes.

(vi) Landless bargadars wh,o' belong to thé
Scheduled Castes.
Landless bargadars other than the above.

(vii)

(viii) Landless persons who used to cultivate the
lands in question as bargadars or
agricultural workers under the previous
owners.

(ix) . Raiyats who belong to the Scheduled Tribes
and cultivate themselves.

' x) Raiyats who belong to the Scheduled Castes
and cultivate themselves. "

Tribes or Scheduled Castes and cultivate
themselves.

(xi) Raiyats who do not belong to Scheduled -

(xii) Ex-service personnel who are eligible under
section 49 of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Act but are not considered for allotment

of land from the earmarked quota.

B—Conditions

(Q A Raiyat or a bargadar who owns as a
raiyat one acre or more of agricultural
land shall not be ordinarily eligible for
any further land. :

(i) A person who is n6t a national of India shall
not be entitled to any land.

. 5. Should the Committee suggest any modification
og' the eligibility list such modification may be incorpo-
rated in the list provided it is in accordance with the
provisions of section 49-of the Land Reforms Act.

6. On receipt of the recommendations from the
Block . Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee’
the Junior Land. Reforms Officer should send ‘the
settlement case records to the Subdivisional Officer
through the Senior Land Reforms Officer for approval.

7. On reczipt of approval from the Subdivisional
Officer. the Junior Land Reforms Officer should
proceed to make over physical possession and issue
Patta'to' the'dllottees without loss of time.
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8. Immediate action in the line indicated above
should be taken so that distribution of available vested
agricultural land may be made before the next sowing
season.

(Sufficient spare copies are enclosed for distribution

“among the Junior Land Reforms Officers).

A. K. ,CHAKRABORTI,
_ Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Meémo. No. 6225/1(127)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the—

(1) Secretary, Panchayat Department,

(2) Commissioner, Division, ,
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,——

“4)
&)
(6)

M
®

Subdivisional Officer, ,
Subdivisional Land Reforms Officér, ————

Director of Land Records and Surveys, Wes
Bengal,

Settlement Officer,

Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land anci
Land Revenue Department,

for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta, : ) '
The 26th May 1979.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Révenue,ﬁWestlBengal
Section A, G.E. Branch )

No. 6681(94)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 2nd June 1979
To— -

(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal.

(2) The Commissioner, Division,

(3) The Additional District Magistrate (Land
Reforms), .

(4) The’Settlement Officer, .

(5) . The Subdivisional Officer, .

(6) The Settlement Charge Officer, ————

R .
Subject : Constitution of Sthayee Samitis on' Unnayan,

Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar}of Zilla Parishads
and Panchayat Samilis.

The undersigned is directed to send herewith copies
of notifications No. 7682-AZP, dated 19th May 1979

_and 7683-AZP, dated 19th May 1979, issued<by the

Panchayat{Department for information- and necessary
action.

The Director of Land Recordsiand Surveys, West
pengal, is requested to kindlyXinstruct  Settlement
officers to immediately nominate an S.R.Q-II (or a
Kanungo,*as the case may be) for each “Unnayan,

Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samiti” o
Pancyayat Samitis under intimation to the Sabhapati
Panchayat Samitis concerned. .

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

" GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Panchayat and Community Development
Department

No. 7682-AZP, dated Calcutta, the 19th May 1979

(Panchayat)

In exercise of the power conferred by clause (¢) of
sub-section (2) of section 124 of the West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973)
the Governor is pleased hereby ‘to appoint the oﬁicerg
pf the State Government having jurisdiction shown
in the table below as members of the- Sthayee Samiti
of a Panchayat Samiti mentioned in that table.

Table
Unnayan, Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar
. ‘ Sthayee Samiti
(1) Block Development Officer.
(2) Junior Land Reforms Officer.
(3) S.R.O. II; where there is no S.R.0. II one of
the Kanungos of the Settlement Department.
Matsya O Pasupalan Sthayee Samiti’ ‘
(1) Extension Officer (Fisheries).
(2) Veterinary Assistant Surgeon.

By order of the Governor.
. N. R. HALDAR,
Joint Secretary to the Government of West Bengal.

(4

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BEGNAL

Panchayat and Community Development ('Panchay'at)
. Department s

No. 7683-AZP, dated Calcutta, the 19th May 1979

In exercise of the power conferred by clause (¢) of
sub-section (2) of scction 171 of the West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1973 (West Bengal Act XLI of 1973),
the Governor is pleased hereby to appoint the officers
of the State Governnient shown in the table below

bl |

- as members of the Sthayee Samiti of a Zilla Parishad

mentioned in that table.
Table

Unnayan:‘Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samiti
(1) Additional District Magistraté (Land Reforms).
(2) Settlement Officer (in charge of the district).
(3) District Planning Officer.

\

* Matsya O Pasupalan Sthayee Samiti
(1) District Fishery Officer. | -
(2) District Livestock Officer.

(3) Superintendent, Vaterinary Services.

By order of the Governor,
N. R. HALDAR,

Joint Secretary to the Government
of West Bengal.



~ Subject :

LAND REFORMS 4/79
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

¢

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Beugal
Section A(I), G.E. Branch

No. 7736(18)-G.E., date<91 Calcutta, the 21st Jurie
: 1979

To--The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms),/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms)

Distribution of vested agricultural lands not
taken up for distribution on the ground of
unsuztabzltty Sfor aortculture

[

A sizable quantity of vested agricultural land has
not been offered for distribution under section 49 of
the Land Reforms Act ‘on the ground that those are
unsuitable for agriculture. In some districts, however,
such lands were offered for disiribution and the allottees
have accepted the same without any objection.

2. These lands were recorded as agricultural after
necessary field verification during the last Revisional
Settlement Operations conducted bztween 1955-58 and
have vested as such. The pericd which. has elapser
since then is not sufficiently long to change the characted
of the land from agriculture to non-agriculture. How-
ever, the character of some lunds might. have changed
by 'this time due to natural causes like river action
landslides, etc., and urbanisation. By and large, the
character of the lands particularly in the rural areas
is not likely to undergo such change as to render them,
unsuitable for agriculture. Such lands, if -allotted to
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land-hungry people are expected to be brought under

cultivation by them with all efforts at their disposal

including use of modern improved agricultural methods,
wherever possible. .

3. It has accordingly been decided such vested agri-
cultural lands which have so far been kept undistributed
should be taken up for dlstrlbutlon Water areas and
the like where cultivation is patently out of question
may be kept apart from distribution.

4, If an allottee of such land wants to surrender
his land on the ground. that it is unfit for agriculture
the Junior Land Reforms Officer should—

(a) cause a ]ocal enquiry to ascertain the character
of the land and 'to find out if the allottee has
made all reasonable attempts to bnng it under
cu]tlvanon and )

(b) consult the local Agricultural Extension Officer
and obtain a certificate from him regarding
the unsuitability of 1he land in question for
agriculture,

5. If after taking the above actions the Junior
Land Reforms Officer is satisfied that the land is really
unfit for agriculture, he should keep an appropriate
note in Reglster VIII against the plot.

5.1. The allottee should be asked to return the Patta
along with a declaration that he wants to surrender the

land allotted to him on the ground that it‘is”unfit for
agriculture.

5.2. An annulment proceeding on the basis of the .
declaration should be drawn up and the Patia cancelled

“after an order of annulment of the setilement has beea

made by the Subdivisional Officer.

6. Such allottees as will be compelled to surrender
their lands on the above grouad should be considered
for distribution of equlvalent quantunt “of land as far
as possible.

7. Tt should be. cleally vaderstood that a piece of
Jand should be considersd to be unfit for agriculture
for the purpose of distribution uader section 49 of the
Land Refirms Act only where such casss satisfy the
tests indicatzd in paragrash 4 and not otherwise,

8. .This issuxs with the concurrende of the Agri-
culture Depariment.

. A. K. CHAKRAGBC {TI
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretar 'y,
Boaid of Revenue, West Bengal. |

Mema. No. 7736/1(44)-G.E.
Lopy forwarded to the— ) ’

(1) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal,

(2) Commissioner,
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner
(4) Settlement OffiCer, . vnveerenernnn. eeeee s

(5) S:oreiary, Agriculture Department (with reference
to u/o notes, dated 2ad Junz 1979 in
Board’s file No. 402/79-G.E ),

(6) Director of Agnculture West Bengal,
(7) Principal Agricultural Officer,

R

for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary:
Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Calcutta, _
The 21st June 1979. '
- .

\ A\
. .

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL'

Oﬂice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal;
Section A, G. E. Branch

No. 1403(15) G.E., dated Calcutta the 3rd February
1978.

y To—The Collector/Deputy Commissioner,

Subject : Reconstitution of Block Level Land Reforms
Advisory  Commitieces—principles for distribution
of khas and vested agricultural lands.

A reference is invited to Board’s Memo. No.
8602(15)-G.E., dated 1st July 1977. It 'was intimated
therein that the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory -
Committees constituted under Board’s order No.

Y 7090(15)-G.E., 'dated 18th May 1977, should stop

functioning' forthwith and that no land chanld he


USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight


<

distributed to any person even where the recommenda-
tions of the Committee were received earlier and cases

for actual distribution of -vested/khas land were finalised

on the basis of such recommendations.

1.1. Orders have since been issued under Board’s
order No. 893-G.E.. dated 24th January 1978 recon-
stituting Block Level Land Reforms Advisory Com-
mittees with the object of distribution of khas and
vested agricultural lands in consultation with that
Committee. The composition of the Committee is
as follows :—

(1) Representatives of the Left Front—members ;
(2) One representative from each of other

recognised political parties, viz., Congress,

Janata and C.P.I.—members ;

(3) Local M.L.A. or his representative—member

(4) One Government nominse-—member ;

(5) Block Development Officer—member ;

(6) Junior Land Reforms -Officer—member-
convenor ;

(7) An officer of the Food Department—member ;

(8) A representative of the Directorate of Land
Records and Surveys—member ;

.
2

1.2. The Committee will select its own Chairman
for each sitting from amongst the members present.

" 1.3. For the purpose of quorum at least 50 per
cent. of the members should be present of whom three
should be non-official members.

1.4. The proceedings of the meeting of the Block -
Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee should be .

properly kept in the manner laid down in the Board’s
Memo. No. 23096(15)-G.E., dated 18th November'1972.

2. The principles for distribution of khas and vested
agricultural lands arc laid down in scotion 49 of the
West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. Consistently
with the provisions of this section and in order to szcure
justice to the weaker sections of the community, the
order of priorities in the matter of distribution of khas
and vested agricultural lands as laid down in Board’s
M:mo. No. 21654(17)-G.E., dated 9th November 1973

and No. 13955(17)-G.E., dated 26th July 1976, should -

be followed: subject to the followinz modification :—

(a) a bargadar who. owns asia raiyat one acre or
more of agricultural land shall not be eligible
for any further land;

(b) a landless person found to be in uninterruptz
possession of a piece of land for a minimum
period of three years should be given first
priority in the matter of distribution, if he is
found to be otherwise eligible ; and ’

(€ a person who is not a national of India shall
not be entitled to any land.

3.1. The lists of eligible persons as existing in the

‘Land Reforms Circle Offices should be treated as

cancelled. To start with the distribution of khas
lands, the quantum of lands available within the juris-
diction of each Land Reforms Circle should be
thoroughly scrutinised and assessed.’ Thereafter mauza-
wise lists of eligible- persons should be drawn up de
novo in accordance with the principle laid down in
paragraph 2 above.

]

The mauza-wise lists so prepared;
should be displayed in the notice board of \each, Land |
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Reforms Circle Offic e for a period of 15 days for the
purposes of public inspection and scrutiny. Objections,

“if any, received Within the said period from the members

of the public should be thoroughly enquired into by an
officer not below the rank of a Circle Inspector. The

- lists along with the reports of enquiries into the cases

objected to should be placed before the Block Level Land
Reforms Advisory’ Committee - for consideration.
Distribution should be taken-up after the finalisation
of the list. Topmost priority should, therefore, be
given to the work of finalisation of the list.

3.2. The available vested land, should be entered in

Register VIII and distribution thereof should also be

- indicated in it by mentioning the name of the allottee

and the corresponding raiyati case number.

- 3.3. In the eligibility list prepared in accordance
with paragraph 2 above, necessary note should also
be kept against the name of the p=rson to whom the

land has been allotted.’

4. As very small quantity of land, if distributed to
individual persons, will not be economically viable,
the provision for settlement of a minimum area of
ong-third of an acre as laid down in sub-rule (3) of
rule 20A of the West Bzngal Land Reforms Rules,
1965, should be followsd ag far as possible for future
distribution. The minimum for actual distribution
ma3ll ho wever, be d:>cided having regard to the quality
of land. .

5.1. Complaints of irregular distribution of land
adequately supported by evidence should be thoroughly
enquired into. Lists of all previous distribution cases

~ with necessary particulars should be displayed in the -

notice board of each Land Reforms Circle Office for
a period of 15 days for public inspection and scrutiny.
Objections, if received within 15 days, should be pro-
perly examined. The cases of distribution of land to
ineligible persons as and when brought to the notice
of the local authorities by the mass organisations
should be given special attention. Only those objections
which will be filed in a concrete form with specific
particuldrs, i.e., Block No., Khatian No., area of land
distributed, etc., should be examined. Members of
the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee
should be associated with the enguiry into thsse
objectigns.

5.2. There may be the following two categories of
cases where land was settled with persons found to be
not eligible within the meaning of section 49(1) of the
West Bengal Land Reforms Act— :

(@) where the deed of _sefﬂement has been executed
and '

(b) where such deed of settfement has not been
executed,

In respect of the cases coming under (a) above,
necessary steps should be taken for annulment of the
settlement under section 49(2) of the Land Reforms
Act. Settlement of the said land will thereafter be
made in accordance with the instructions given in the

_preceding paragraphs.

As regards the cases coming under (b) above, it will
not. be necessary-to invoke the provisions of section
49(2) of the’Act.” In such cases it will be competent

e
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for the authority concerned (viz., the Subdivisional
Officer or the Additional District Magistrate or the
Collector) to modify the previous orders after taking
into account the enquiry reports -and the recom-
mendations of Land Reforms Advisory Committee.

J. R. SAHA,

Secretary,
Board of Revenue. West Bengal.

Memo. No. 1403/1(460)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the— :

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West
Bengal, '

(2) Commissioner,.......... Division,..........

(3) Secretary, Food and Supplies Department,

(4) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal, :

(5) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms),

--------------- et e e sy

(6) Deputy Secretary, Land Utilisation and
Reforms and Land and Land Revenue
Department, ’

(7) Subdivisional  Officer,

(8) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,

(9) Junior Land Reforms Officer,..............,

(10) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-charge,
Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
.Land Revenue Deprtment, .

(11) Private Secretary to the Chief Minister,

for information. \

A J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,

Calcutta, Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

The 3rd February 1978,

—— \

GOVERNMENT OF WEST ﬁENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
" Section A (I), G.E. Branch

No. 1858(15)-G.E./366/77, dated Calcutta, the 17th
February/21st March 1979.

To—The Collector, Deputy Commissioner,

Subject :  Reconstitution of Block Level Land Reforms

Advisory Committées—principles for distribution o ]

khas and vested agricultural lands. < .
Reference :  Board’s Memo. No. 1403 (15)-G.E., dated
3rd February, 1978.:

Paragraph 2(a) of Board’s Memo. mentioned above
is supstituted as follows :

2. (a) A person, whether a bargadar or a raiyat,
owning one acre or more of agricultural

land, shall not be eligible for any further
land.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-qofficio Secretary
Board of Revenue, West Bengal,
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Memo. No. 1858/1(460)-G.E.
- Copy fqrwar‘ded to the—

(1) Chief Secretary to the Government of West
Bengal, :

(2) Commissioner, -——Division,

(3) Secretary, Food and Supplies,

(4) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bgngal, : ‘

(5) Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)

. . (spare copies for
distribution among the Junior Land Reforms
Officers ) :

.(6) Deputy Secretary, Land . Utilisation and
Reforms and Land and Land Revenue
Department, . '

(7) Subdivisional Officer,—~ — — —— — ——— —— '

(8) Subdivisioal Land ‘Reforms Officer, ————
(9) Junior Land Refc;rms Officer , v

b

(10) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge,
. Land Utilisation and-Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department, .
an Privai,e Sécretary to Chief Ministgr,

for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORT],

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta, ‘ :
The 17th February/23rd March 1979.

D.0. No. 3631(15)-G.E./269/79, dated Calcutta, the
29th March 1979,

I ap enclosing a statement showing the area of

vested agricultural land available for distribution in’

different districts of West Bengal. Area in land stilt
remain to be distributed in your. district is shown in the
statement. n

2. During the debate in the Assembly on our
demand for grant there were critical references to the
inability of the administration to distribute all the
vested lands among the eligible categories of land—
poor or landless rural workers. Criticism was also
made about unusual delay.in annulment of ineligible
Pattas. But the main focus of the debate was on
non-distribution of large areas of vested agricultural
land. .

v
3. There is absolutely no reason, now, why these
lands should remain undistributed. Panchayat Samitis
have been declared as Block Level Land Reforms
Advisory Committees.- For the convenience of work
it has been decided that the Panchayat Samitis could

" form ad-hoc sub-committees to deal specifically with

“~



land reform matters till the formation of Sthayee
Samitis. Therefore, there is not any procedural
difficulty for taking steps for distribution of
undistributed vested agricultural land.

4, Would you kindly issue instructions to the
Senior Land Reforms Officers and Junior Land Reforms
Officers to send lists of undistributed vested land to -

the corresponding Anchal -Samitis to enable them to
take proper steps for making recommendations for
distribution among eligible categories of persons ?
Kindly also request the Subdivisional Officers to
supervise this work. There is enough time now to do
this job before they get engaged in the half-yearly
exercise of showing/harvesting disputes. I am also
writing to the Sabhadhipatis of the Zilla Parishads of
your district requesting him to use his good offiaes for
prompt distribution of the undistributed vested land.

Kindly keep me informed of the progress through
routine returns that the Additional District Magistrate.
(Land Reforms) send to the Board of Revenue.

D. BANDYOPADHYAY,
Land Reforms Commissioner, West Bengal,
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Memo. No. 3631/1(70)-G.E.

Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to—
(1) All Commissioners,

(2) All Additional District Ma,gxstrates/Addltlonal
Deputy Commissioners (Land Reforms),

for information.

(3) All Aubdivisional Officers,

D. BANDYOPADHYAY,
Land Reforms Commissioner, West Bengal.

Memo." No. 3631/2(9)-G_.E.

Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to—

~ (1) Director of Land Records and Surveys,

(2) All Settlement Officers,

for information.

f

6,12,505.38

To—All Collectors. ' :
D. BANDYOPADHYAY,
Land Reforms Commissioner, West Bengal.
Statement of vested Agricultural lands available for distribution )

) _ Area in acres

District Area of land  Area of land Area of land  Area of land.  Area of land

vested hit by free for distributed to be distribu-

injunction distribution . ted immediately
24-Parganas - 1,20,466.95 39,318.00 81,148,95 51,656.55 - 29,492.40
Howrah D e 6,068.21 . 2,199.38 3,868.83 - 2,285.79 " 1,583.04
‘Nadia 23,537.92 6.454}.00$ * 17,083.92. 11,341.00 5,742.92
‘Murshidabad 44,638.02 9,598.79 35,039.23 20,701.07 14,338.16
Burdwan ... 75,967.40 20,247.09 55,720.31 28,743.46 26,976.85
Birbhum 129,523.87 8,536.45 20,987.42 17,063.11. 3,924.31
Bankura 55,938.25 6,871.89 49,066.36 32,853.44 16,212.92
Midnapore ... 2,53,489.99 25,116.39 2,28,373.60  1,40,247.90 88,125.70
Hooghly - 17,181.30 4,972.64 12,208.66 8,417.23 - 3,791.43
Purulia 86,045.25 14,554.37 71,490.88 0 33,322.43 38,168.45
Malda 79,143.54 8,940.62 70,202.92 46,978.71 23,224.21
West Dinajpur 1,24,593.07 - 11,084.11 1,13,508.96 72,710.77 40,798.19
" Cooch Behar . 58,762.31 2,849.00 55,913.31 42,637.00 13,276.31
Jalpaiguri ... . 1,16,744.58 3,146.79 |, 1,13,597.79 = 86,618.82 26,978.97
Darjeeling ... - 30,476.02 843.64  29,632.38 . 16,928.10 12,704.28
Total ... 11,22,576.68 1,64,733.16  '9,57,843.52 3,45,338.14
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LAND REFORMS 2/79

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A, G.E. Branch

No. 6224(15)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 12th June 1979

To—The Collector/Deputy Commissioner,............

It has been decided in the Workshop on Land Reforms -

heldfon 4th and S5th May 1979 that a district-wise
time-bound programme for distribution of all the avail-
able vested agricultural lands should be taken up imme-
diately so as to complete the same .before the next
sowing seasop. At present the Ifanchayat Sagmﬂs are
acting as Land Reforms Advisory Committees at
block level in connection with distribution of vested
agricultural,land under section 49 of the West Bengal
Land Reforms Act. It has been decided that the
“Unnayan, Parikalpana O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee
Samiti”” of the Panchayat Samiti will finally take over
this job and for this purpose an order from the Board
of Revenue under sub-rule (3a) of rule 20A of West
Bengal Land Reforms Rules will be issued in due course.

It is needless to point out that the success of the drive
will largely depend upon the activisation of the Pancha-
yati Raj Institutions connected with the“jobuncHe may,
therefore, kindly request the Sabhadhipati of therZilla

Parishad to take up the matter with the Sabhapatis of
the Panchayat Samitis for expeditious action in the
matter, ) )

A. K. CHAKRABARTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 6224/1(30)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the—

(1) Secretary, Panchayat Department,

(2) Commissioner,.......... Division,.ev..uan, R

(3) Sabhadhipatis of the Zilla Parishad,.......... ’

4) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal,

(5) Settlement Officer,................ ,

(6) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department.

A. K. CHAKRABARTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta,
The 12th June1979.
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LAND REFORMS 7/79 o Application for allotment of vested land under

o section 49 of the L. f !
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL maze and Reforms Act

-Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal ' L - : » ‘

Section A(T), G.E. Branch To ,
; , The' Junior Land Reforms Officer,
No. 10262(18)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 11th August — .....cooccovvrriirirns, Circle,
1979 '
‘ P S e -
To-—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ DiSteveeeeecnerreerenennnns Dated - '
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms), .
The undersigned is directed to say that in terms of Sir, \
section 49(2) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act if I apply for settlement of a piece of vested land i in my
the Revenue Officer is satisfied that the settlement of - favour. ,
vested land was obtained by any person by _practising ,
fraud or misrepresentation, he may, by order in writing, - 2. i i .
annual such settlement. At present settlement of vested My par lcplars are given below :
" lands is made on the basis of the recommendations of " (a) Name
the Block Level Land Reforms Advisory, Committees » ‘ . :
which are now mostly Panchayat bodies. The Com- ther’ . »
mittees depend on' the lists of eligible persons prepared . (b) Fatber’s name : : :
by the Juhior Land Reforms Officers. After such - (c) Details of land held
settlement is made, it is found in some cases on enquiry b . N :
that the persons to whom the lands have been settled ¥y me as ralyat : . 3
are not actually eligible for such lands. Consequently
such settlements are to be annulled' in terms of the (d) Detalls of land culti-
provisions of section 49(2) ibid. But even though they : vated as bargadar
are found to be actually ineligible on the basis of enquiry,
it becomes difficult to prove that such persons, in fact .
obtained the settlement of land by practising fraud or (€). Details of .land‘._held al
misrepresentation in the absence of petitions from them by my family (inclu-
praying for settlement of lands to them, - ding land held by me) :
In the circumstances, it should be ensured that before Lo 1
settlement of lands is ‘actually made, petitions are () Details of land ?ultl'
obtained froni ‘the persons concerned in the proforma vated by my family as
enclosed and kept in the case records. In the cases ° bargadar (including - N
where' such lists have already been prepared, petitions : ' land cultivated as bar-
should now be obtained post facto and kept in the
records. gadar by myself)
) ‘ . K. CH TI ' : A
. A K. C AKRABC.)R ’ . (2) Details of vested land,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, . 2
- Board of Revenue, West Bengal. ‘ if any, held
o3 " 1am a resident of MAUZA..ccreeeennnnnns creereeenene >y
: , ’ ‘ ‘ o
Memo. No. 10262/1(125)-G.E. JL. Novorrerenninnen peerens ;Thana........... rreseresarsanena ,
. . a 3
Copy with a copy of the proforma forwarded to the—  Dist.ccceveriieiirienniiieninninnnenean,
(1) Commissioner,.......... Division,.......... » 4 If allotted, I shall cultivate the land personally.
(2) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,.... 5. 1 belong to Scheduled ‘Caste/Sche duled Tribe/
"""""""" > : I do not belong to Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe_.
(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West ) S
Bengal, _ ) - ' S v
(4) Settlement Officer,.............. R.S.0,, ) : .
(5) Subdivisional Officer,........... Veeees ) : ' .
(6) Senior Land Réforms Officer,.......... , Yours faithfully,
A. K. CHAKRABORT],
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary, : S ‘,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal. . , .
Calcutta, . ceefreansiiresienstsnnarcasaessssons

The 11th August 1979, ‘ (Wltness)
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
" Section A(1), G. E. Branch ~

No. . 14833(18)-G.E./366/77, dated Calcutta, the 13th
November 1979.

b

To—The Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/ -

Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land Reforms,)

A question has arisen as to whether the instructions
contained in paragraph 2(a) of Board’s Memo. No.
1403(15)-G.E., dated 3rd February 1978, read with
Board’s Memo. No. 1858(15)-G.E., dated 17th February
1979, are not contrary to the provisions contained in
sub-sections (2) and (3) of section 148 and section .49
of the West Bengal Land Revenue Act and rule 20A
of the West Bengal Land Revenue Rule in so far as
the Board’s circulars lay down that a raiyat or a
bargadar owning one acre or more of agricultural land
shall not be entitled to further land ; while as per
statutory rules stated above bargadars or raiyats are
entitled. t~ ¢ 3t at least one hectare of agricultural Jand.

It is hereby stated for clarification and removal of all
confusion that the statutory provisions have set out the
* upper limit to which a raiyat or & bargadar is entitled

" 4dd, District Magisiraté

to get agricultural land. It is entirely within the
discretion of the Government to set an inner limit for
the policy purpose: within the said outer limit. So
Board’s circulars cited above are not in any way contrary
to the provisions contained in the Act and Rules.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

(
Memo. No. 14833/1(19)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the— '
(1) Commissioner,............... Division,....c.eeveenn..

(3] Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal, R
(3j .District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,
for information. ' .
- A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Calcutta, :
The 13th November 1979.
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CHAPTER III =

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section (A), G. E. Branch '

No. 12?;04(27)~G.E., dated Calcutta, the 5th July 1978-

To—(1)The Director of Land Records and Surveys
West Bengal.
)

The Additional District Magistrate (Land
Reforms)......cvvvvunn et

&)

@

The Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
Subject : Operation Barga decision taken in the

Workshop held on June 23rd and 24th, 1978.

Reforms),. ... oovvveeiiiinnrerrnnonrenenns :

The Settlement Officer,..........cvevvnen..

1.1. The entire work of recording of bargadars
under an intensive drive as envisaged in the decision of
the Workshop may be broadly divided into the following
five distinct operations :— ‘

(1

@
€)
Q)
&)

Identification of the priority pockets with
large concentration of bargadars.

Formation of squads.

Meetings with the bargadars.
Reconnaisance and field verification.
Actual recording.

1.2. Identification of priority pockets will have to
be made in consultation with the local peasants’
-organisations. The settlement records (records as
finally published under the provisions of the Estates
Acquisition Act or those prepared during the current
settlement operation under the West Bengal Land
Revenue Act) may give an idea about the concentration
of bargadars. The number of unrecorded bargadars
may be assessed on the basis of information to be
furnished by the peasanst’ organisations as also by the
lIocal officers. This item of work, namely, identifica-
tion of priority pocket is very, important and unless
“efforts to record the bargadars are put in areas where
there is real concentration of bargadars the entire
exercise will be fruitless. The Settlement Officers
and the Additional District Magistrates (Land Revenue)
will personally see that the “area of priority” has been
correctly identified.

2. The squad of functionaries to be formed for the
purpose will consist of Kanungos, J.L.R.O,s. and
requisite number of Amins. The Settlement Officer
will spare the requisitte number of Kanungos for the
purpose. The local J.L.R.O. will have to be invariably
associated with this squad. The J.L.R.Os. from other
circles of the“same district should also be included.
Where there is large concentration of tribal bargadars,
Kanungos of the Tribal Welfare Department should
also be associated with the job. In selecting the Amins
proper care should be taken to ensure that only those

persons who have got considerable experience of field

work are selected. The squad for each priority area

‘should be immediately formed. There is no objection

to one squad being formed for more than one priority
area in close proximity provided the first area is quickly
coveréd and the second one taken up almost simul-
taneously. The priority areas identified should be
tagged with this squad well ahead so that the squad
may plan their own movement and action according
to the progtamme. The entire job of formation of

- this squad and their movement to the different priority

areas should be decided personally by the Settlement
Officer and the Additional District Magistrate (Land
Revenue) jointly so that there is no dislocation in the
programme when the actual operation starts.

3. The basic purpose of holding meetings with the

bargadars is to explain to them the objectives of this
special drive of “operation barga™, and to bring home
to them the benefits that will be thrown open to them
once they are brought into the settlement records and
thereby to enable them to overcome the fear psychosis.
The venue of the meeting should be as near the places
of the residence of the bargadars as possible. . During
discussion with the bargadars the officials should try
to talk them in such a way that the bargadars take this
exercise as a genuine attempt on the part of the Govern-
ment to protect their rights and interests, The officials
who will be required to organise such meetings should,
therefore, be properly briefed. .

4. The reconnaisance and field verification are
intended to-be an operation very similar to the pre-
Khanapure-Bujharat enquiry done in the settlement
operations. The.aim will be to assess firstly the
incidence of bargadrs in a particular target area. This
also will offer the field officers an " opportunity to
ascertain the actual state of affairs in the field. The
verification is very important inasmuch as the recording
of the bargadars will be based. primarily on this veri-
fication. Necessary note of such verification should
be kept by the enquiring officials. The informations
received during the evening meetings regarding barga
cultivation should be verified during the field enquiry
and any additional information regarding barga culti-
vation received during such enquiry should also be
noted for further follow-up action including - veri-
fication under section 21B of the Land Revenue Act, the
presumption being in favour of bargadars. There are,
however, cases of affluent farmers basing in the lands
of poor raiyats for raising high yielding variety of

" crops. - Such affluent farmers are not traditional

bargadars and as such their names must not be recorded
as barga ) : i
raiyats putting forward their claims for recording

their names as bargadars with an ulterior motive of -

keeping the land within the family circle in  case of
any future eventuality. In recording bargadars, the

rs. There may also be cases of relatives of

relationships between the land-owners and the claimants

should be discreetly looked into.

5. When after enquiry as indicated above a person

is found to be a bargadar, he should be recorded as such -

under section 50 of the Land Reforms Act in the usual
manner in the areas whererevisional settlement operation
has not yet been taken up. In the areas where, however,
revisional settlement work has already been taken up

<
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and is in different ‘stages, the recording of bargadars
will have to be done under section 51 ibid. For this
purpose, steps are being taken to amend the rules.

6. Immed1ate tasks are :

(a) The Settlement Officers and the Addltlonal
District. Magistrates (Land Revenue) should
immediately take up the work of identification
of the priority areas.

(b) Programme of work for the entu'e district
should be chalked out.

(¢) Squads of functioneries should be formed
immediately so that each squad may prepare
its own plan of action and movement.

~ (d) Lists of priority areas along With programme

: of action should be framed by Additional
District Magistrate (Land Revenue) and
S.0. jointly and send copies to Board. of
Revenue and D.L.R. & S.

7. The total number of bargadars recorded through |
this process should be reflected in the standard progress

return of S.0.

(The scheme w111 not apply to the district of Purulia

» and I[slampur Subdivision.)

J. R. SAHA,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

-

Memo. No. 12304/1(27)-G.E.

information and necessary action.
' Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,
The 5th July 1978.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section (A), G. E Branch
No. 13692(19)G.E., dated Calcutta, the 26th July 1978

To—(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal,

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land
Reforms)/Additional Deputy Commissioner

(Land Reforms).
Subject :  Issue of certificate to newly recorded bargadars.
A reference is invited to paragraph 5 of Board’s
Memo. No. 12304(27)-G.E., dated 5th July 1978,
regarding “Operation Barga”. It has been enjomed
therein that when a person is found to be a bargadar
after necessary enquiries, he should be recorded as such
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under section 50 or 51 of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Act, as the case mdy be. The bargadars who will be
so recorded will be in need of some documents of the
strength of which they may apply for institutional.
finance and enjoy other facilities. Issue of Parcha in
an area where the recording will be done under section
51 may take some time. It has, therefore, been decided
that in such cases a certificate should be issued to the
bargadar immediately after his name has been noted -
down after enquiry for being brought into records.
Immediately on return to the base camp the Revenue
Officer will incorporate the mame of the bargadar in
the records and issue a Parcha to him. The certificate -
given to the bargadar will have to be taken back at the
time of distribution of Parcha. Rules are being amended
providing for (i) issue of certificate to bargadar and (ii)
distribution of Parcha at any stage of the settlement
operatmn

2. Where a bargadar is recorded by the Revenue
Officer under section 50(¢) of .the Land Reforms Act
and an intimation of such recording is sent to the settle-~
ment authorities in terms of rule 21 of the Land Reforms
Rules, the certificate should be furnished by the Revenue
Oicer acting under section 50(e). The Revenue Officer
w 10 records the name of such a bargadar in the appro-
priate stage of the settlement proceedings under section.
51 will take back the certificate from the bargadar’
at the time of making over the Parcha to-him. Bargadars

» determined under Chapter III of the West Bengal Land
lzeforms Act should also get a certificate as at Annexure

3. Two specimen certificates—one for recording
to be made under section 50(¢) (Annexure A)and the
other for recording to be made under section 51
(Annexure B)—are enclosed. Sufficient number of the
certificates should be printed. The blank certificates
should be serially numbered and bound into books of
100 like the duplicate carbon receipt books. Great
care should be taken for safe custody of the blank
certificates. As soon as a certificate. is issued to a
.bargadar, necessary particulars should be entered in a
mauza-wise register in the form enclosed (Annexure C).

4. It is the intention of the Government that every
- bargadar should have a document—either a certificate
or a Parcha—as a token of recognition of his status as
a bargadar under the law.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

- Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

-

wMemo. No. 13692/1(27)-G.E.

~ Copy forwarded to the— ,
(1) Commissioner,.......... Division,. ...ecvee ,
(2) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,......

--------------

(3) Settlement Oﬁicer ................

(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department, Government of
West Bengal,

for information.
A. K. CHAKRABORT]I,

Special Officer and Ex-officiv Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
Calcutta,
The 26th July 1978.
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OPERATION BARGA—CLARIFICATION NO. I..

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I); G.E. Branch

No. 16779 (76)-G.E., datecllg%xlcutta, the 19th September

To—

(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys.
West Bengal.

(2) The Additional District Magistrate (Land
Reforms)/ Additional Deputy Commissioner
(Land Reforms)/ Settlement Officer,

(3) The Subdivisional Officer,

Subject : Issue of certificate to newly recorded bargadars.

In Board’s Memo. No. 13692-G.E., dated 26th July
1978, it has been enjoined that pending issue of Parchas
to newly recorded bargadars, a certificate should be
issued to them. :

2. It has now come to the notice of the Board that
in some cases two certificates have been issued in
respect of the same plot of land to two bargadars—one
who is found to be actually cultivating the land after
necessary enquiries and the other who has been unlaw-
fully evicted by the owner 'in contravention of the
relevant sections of the Land Reforms Act. In the
certificates issued to the latter category of bargadars
mention is being made of the fact that the bargadar
has been evicted by the owner in contravention of the

provisions of the Land Reforms Act,

3. Issue of two certificates to more than one person
in respect of the same plot of land will frustrate the
very purpose for which such certificates are being
issued. This will also give rise to many complications
in future. .

4. Tt is, therefore, directed that in such cases only
one certificate should be issued to the bargadar who
is actually found to be cultivating the land as such.
As regards the bargadar who has been unlawfully
evicted by the owner, it has been decided that he
would be informed of the results of enquiry and advised
to seek redress against unlawful eviction and restoration
of the rights in the appropriate forum under a memo-
randum of which a specimen is enclosed.

5. "Where it is found on enquiry that a person who
was a bargadar has been physically removed from
land by the owner without due process of law as
prescribed in the Land Reforms Act and the owner
has not brought the land under cultivation or has not
inducted a new bargadar to such land the person so
removed shall be recorded as a bargadar and a
certificate issued to him. The matter should be brought
to the notice of the Subdivisional Officer/Additional
District Magistrate to ensure physical restoration of
.the land to such bargadar if necessary by having
tecourse to provisions of the Criminal Proceduré Code.

) To—
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6. Itisrequested that the officers who are eptrusted |

with the recording of bargadars under “Operation
Barga” are instructed accordingly. ' .

J. R. SAHA,

©« U Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memp. No. ’16779/1( 19)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to the-—
(1) Commissioner, Division,
(2) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, ———

(3) Settlement Officer,

(4) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land and
Land Revenue Department. '

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue ,West Bengal.

Calcutta,

The 19th September 1978. . , :

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Oﬁicé of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
~ Section A, GE, Branch

No. 9027(18)-G-E. /369/78, dated Calcutta,.
the 24th May 1978

The TAdd_itionaI Deputy Cofr}na_issioner (LR).
The Additional Deputy Commissiotier. (I..R-),
Y . ;

Subject : Holding of local enguiry in conlection
with disposal of bhagchas cases under section
18 of the Land Reforms Act.

Section i8(1) of the Land Reforms Act em-
powers  on oOfficer so appointed by the State
- Gevernment to adjudicate  certain caiegories of
disputes between a bargadar and the person whose
lands he cultivates- The question whether a
~ person is a3 bargadar or nNot is also to be deter-
ined by tt officer. vide <ections 21(3) and 18(2)
ibid- o

1n the rules framed in this regard it is enjoined
that the officer or authority shall. take -into
account along with other evidences. the entries,
if any. made in t ; regard in the existing record-
of-rights and where the records-of-rights is under
preparation or re¥ision, the entries, if any, made
in the draft record in course of such preparation
or “ievision :

u
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It has come to the notice of the Board that the.

Junior Land Reforms Officers who i1ave been
specially appointed umder section 18 of tha Act
disposing of the disputes without
helding any local enquiry as to the actual position
obtaining in the field They are principally
relying on the following :—

(1) papers and ‘documents produced by. Both"

the parties ;

oral evidences
the parties; and

(ii:) settlemeft records.

(ii) as may be adduced by

' | enquiry in disposal of
bha;z,r.has cases can hardly be over-emphasised.
It is felt that so far as other evidences are con-

The. importance of local

certied the facts revealed by local enquiry should
en-

get piime consideration. It affords to the
quiring officer an opportunity to gather first hand
knowledge about the state' of things in the field-
Be<ides, local people who have direct knowledge
of incidences relating to the dispute mav be exa-

~ mined by the Enquiring Officer- Another positive

advantage of tHe public enquiry is that the vral
evelenices that might be forthcoming would lLe fac-
tual and unbiased. -+ The bargadar wilo. is the
wesker party in the dispute will also feel more
secure to place his case before the Enquiring Officer
during local enliquiry- » '

It is,  therefore, desired that a local. enquiry
should be invariably taken up by the Junior Land
Reforms Officer himself in all dispuies  under
section 18 of the Land Reforms Act. When a
local cnauiry it a case has been proposed, the
Junior Land Reforms Officer should in advance of
date of enlguiry display on his notice board the

particul.ar,s of the disputes ‘indicating (2) names
of parties, (b) name of mauza and particulars of

land in dispute and (c) date, time and venue of
the proposed local enquiry. The particulars should
also be notified to the parties ' to tile dispute.
Durirg enquiry the Junior Land Reforms Oificer

- shou'd collect as much information relevant to the

dispute {rom the local people as possible, Attempts

should aiso be made to find out if the
conlesting parties produce any interested  wit-
nesses-  The credibility of the withesses parti-

cuiarly of those produced by the landlord should
be carefully assessed before the value of the
eviderces given by such witnesses are weighed-

. 1t 15 the declared policy of the present (Govern-
ment to iake all possible measures 1o "safeguard
the rights and .interests of the bargadars as pio-
vided in the law. Board of Revenue c¢xpect that
tile  Bhagchas Officers/Junior Land Reforms
Officer/Revenue Officers as an institution would
play the role expected of them-

Additional District Magistrates (L-R:) are
expected to closely supervise the performancs of
Bhagchas Officers/Junior Land Reforms Officers.
Any lapse on their part in not properly discharg-
ing their duties should be severely deait ith.

: oL s «P R
J- R SAHA, e
Secretary,
. Board of Revenue;>WDest Bengal.

Y-

I
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Mem;;. No. 9027/1(18)-GE.

CODY ‘torwarded to the—
(1) Comm:ssioner————Division,
(2) Collector/Deputy Commissioners.........
for irformation.

J. R- SAHA,

, Secretary, , .
Board of Revenue, [Dest Bengal.
Calcutta, . .

The 24th May 1978.

"Memo No, 9027/2(2)-GE.-
Copy forwarded to the—

(1) Director of Land Records atid Surveys,
West Bengal, .
2) Land Utilisation and Reforms and L.and
and [.and Revenue Department.
for information. '
J. R. SAHA,
Secretary, .
Board of Revenue, [Dest Bengal.
Calcutta,
The, 24th Mav 1978.

!

GOVERNMENT' OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Benagl
Section A:(1), G- E- Branch

No: 10741(18)-G.E-/368/78, dated Calcutta,
: . the 14th June 1978

To—T hd Additional District Magistrate (L-R)y/
Additional Deputy Commissioner® (L. R.)—

Section 20B of the Land Reforms Act provides.
that in case of surrender or abandonment of the
right of cultivation by -a bargadar the person
whose land the bargadar cultivates may give in-
formation in writing of such surrender or aban-
doriment to the authority appointed under section
18(1) ibid-

2. In Board’s Memo. No. 3116/1(16)-LM, dated
25th February 1975, it was indicated that where
the owner of the land fails to give information
of such surrender or abandonment it would be
competent for the officer under section 18(1) to
initiate action under section 19A(2)- An intima-
tion from the bargadar would consfitute a suffi-
cient cause of action for the Bhagchas Officer to
initiate action under section 19A(%). A
Bhagchas Officer. can, in effect, initiate action if\
he has reason to believe that cultivation of land
by a bargadar has been terminated without due
process of law. -

3. Again, the officer empowered under section
18(1) of the Land Reforms Act is required under
section 20B(2) ibil to cause an enguiry into the
gitestion if the surrender or abandonment Of ~
vight “0f 'eultivation by bargadar has been made
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voluntarily. The Bhagchas Officer should be ex-
iremely careful in conducting such enquiries. It
. is’ more often than not that the designing land-
owners create circumstances which compel a
hargadar to surrender or abandon his right of
cultivation. During enquiry the Bhagchas Offi-
cer should satisfy himself that such surrender or

40

abandonment of right of cultivation by the bar- '

gadar was not caused due to infimidation,  co-
erecion, baiting or bluff, etc. There may be cases
where surrender or abandonment of cultivation
bv a bargadar'is based on an agreement like
solenama. etc.» between him and the landowner.
Such an agreement may be seemingly innocent-
During enquiry the Bhagchas Officer will find
cut if the: bargadar actually became a party to
such agreement on his own accord: Where it
1< tound on enquiry that.the bargadar had volun-
tarily made an agreement with the landlord, the
Bhagchas Officer shall make sure after a sifting
enouiry that the terms which constitute pre-con-
dition to the proposed abandament/surrendrer
have been executed to the entire satisfaction of
the bargadar- It has also to be borne in mind
that a bargadar is not, under the normal circum-
stances, expected to part with his right of culti-
vation. Therefore, whenever a case of surren-
der or abandonment of right of cultivation comes
1o the notice of the Bhagchas Officer it should be
presumed that it was not voluntarily.. He will
determine such ! )
voluntary only when the above presumption 1S
rebutted on the basis of evidences. produged_and
results of local enquiry undertaken by him per-
sonally- :

1. A bargadar does not generally part wi‘_ch
his right of barga cultivation of his own- It is in
the. above background that the question qf sur-
render or abandonment of the barga cultivation
chould be critically viewed and th? relevant sec-
tions of the Act administered.

All Junior Land Reforms Officers should be
suitably instructéd accordingly-

J- R- SAHA.
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, Dest Bengal.

5.

)

Memo- No- 10741/1(76)-G-E.

forwarded to—

Commissioner,—
Division,

Copy
1

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of ‘Rgv’er‘me, ‘West Bengal
Section A(I), G- E. Branch

No. 14693(18)-G-E./551/78, dated Calcutta, |
: 17th_August 1978,

»

' To—The Additional District Magistrate (L.R.)/

surreder or'® abandonment as’ .

Additional Deputy Commisgioner (L.R.):

A reference' is invited to paragraph .1(2) of
Board’s Memo. No. 18098(10)-G-E--182/71, dated
6th December 1971 (pages 49-50 of the Compen-
dium of instructions of Land Reforms)- It was
stated therein that in deciding a case involving
an unrecorded bargadar the Revenue Officer shall
record his name in the first copy of the Records-
of-Rights under =ection 50 of the Land Reforms
Act and also send an information 0f such record-
ing to the Settlement Camp concerned.

2.

in many cases the Revenue Officers are waiting
for the appeal period of 30 days before correct-
ing the records and sending information to the
Settlement Authority: The law does not require
nor is it\desirable that the -Revenue Officers
should ‘'wait till the expiry of the appeal period
for effecting correction in tHe Records-of-rights-
211 the Revenue Officers may, therefore, be ins-
tructed to correct the first copy of the records-

" of-rights under section 50(e) immediately after

orders are passed under section 18(2) ibid. An
intimation of such recording should also be si-
multaneously sent to the Settlement Camp con-
cerned for further action from their end. This
modifies paragraph 6 of the instruction issued
under: Board’s circular No- 5438-G-E., dated 8th

April 1975 (vide pages 54-55 of the Compencium).

(2) Collector/Deputy Commissioner,:
(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal, '
(4) >Settlement Officers, | _
(5) Sub divisional Land Reforms Officer,— "
for information and guidance-
J- R- SAHA.
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, [DUest Bengal.
Calcutta: K

The 14th June 1978.

3. This also supersedes orders contained in
Board of Revenue circular No. 13684(18)-G.E.,
dated July 28, 1978.

(Sufficient spare copies are enclosed for distri-
bution among the Junior Land Reforms Officer)-

A- K. CHAKRABORTI,
: Special Officer and Ex-officio

e

West Bengal-

Memo. No. 14693/1(28)-G.E-

Copy to— '
(1) - District Magistrate,
(2) Commissioner:

~ Division.

{8) Settlement Officer,——————

{4) Director of Land Record and Surveys,
West Bengal-

(5) Land Utilisation and Reforms and Land

and Land Revenue Department.

~_A. K. CHAKRABORT],
Special Officer and’ Ex-officio Secretary, Board
of Revenue, [Dest Bengal.

Calcutta,

Theht7tho August; 1978

It has come to the notice of the Board that .

Secretary, Board of Revefue, '

[a]
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OPERATION BARGA—CLARIFICATION No. I
' GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office” of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(I), G.E- Branch /

s

No. 1600(27)-GE., dated Calcutta’
the 13th February 1979 -

To—
(1) The Director of Land Records and
Surveys, West Bengal.
(2) The Additional District Magistrate (1..R.)/
Additional Dieputy Commissioner (I..R.)...
(3) The Settlement Officer,..........ccccceeeenene

................. R. S

Recording of bargadars under section
50 of the Land Reforms Act. .

It has been envisaged in paragraph 5 of

Board’s Memorandum No. 12304(27)-G-E., dated
5th July 1978 that where settlement operations
under section 51.of the Land Reforms Act havé
not yet been taken up, recording of bargadars
should be done under section 50 ibid.

2. It has now come {o the notice of the V

Board that in such mauzas the persons deter-
mined as bargadars after proper enquires under
section 50 read with rule 21(2) have not been
brought into the records.

3. Rule 21 of the Land Reforms Rules relat-
ing to maintenance of records under section 50
of the L.and Reforms Act has since been amend-
ed. The newlv inserted sub-rule 2 to rule 21
authorises a Revenue Officer specially em-
powered to cause necessary enquiries includ-
ing field inspection, to decide whether a person
is a bargadar or not, to record an appropriate
finding thereafter and correct the records-of-
rights on the basis of his finding. .

4. As soon as-an enquiry has been made and

a person determined to be a bargadar on the
the Revenue Officer

basis of such enquiry,
specially empowered should record the name of
such person in the first copy of the records-of-
rights under section 50(e) of the Land Reforms
Act. >

5- Simultaneously, the particulars of such
persons so recorded in the first copy should ‘be
furnished to the Settlement Wing for incorpora-
tion of their names in the settlement records in
the appropriate stage under section 51 of the
Land Keforms Act, when Revisional Settlement
Operation in the mauza is taken up.

6. All
accordingly.

concerned should be instructed

’

. A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, [Deést Bengal,

41

Memo. No. 160Q/1(153)-G-E,

Copy forwarded to the—
(1) Commissioner,...cceuveveirinereinrnennns
Division,.....ccoeieviiinnininnis

(2) District Magisirate/Duputy Commissioner,
i {eviveiennsoionaossnenes

---------------------------

...........................

for inforation and necessary action.

(Sd) Tllegible,
Assistant Secretary,
) Board of Revenue, est Bengal.
Calcutta, .
The 13th February 1979.

————e

" GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board o_f Revenue, West Bengal
Section A«(L7), G. E. Branch .

No. 5123(27)-G-E./474/78, dated Calcutta,
' ~ the 3rd May 1979

To:— ) .
(1) The D. »L. R. & S., West Bengal.
(2) The Additional /District Magistrate (L-R).

(4) The Settlement Officer......c.cocvvaeens
Subject : Recording of bargadars under Section
50 of the. Land Reforms Act .

A reference is invited to Board’s Memo-
No. 1600(27)-G-T-, dated 13th February 1979,
regardnig recording of bargadar under sec-
tion 50 of fthe Land Reforms Act.

92.1. There was some - confusion about the
scope of section 50(e) of the Land Reforms Act
and rule 21 of the Land Reforms Rules in the
matter of recording of bargadars- In order to
make the position clear, a new sub-rule, namely,
sub-rule (2) has been added to rule 21 [The old
rule 21 has been remembered as rule 21(1)].
According to the newly inserted sub-rule, the
Revenue Officer specially empowered ‘may, on
his, own motion after giving the parties inter-
ested an opportunity of being heard,—

(i) cause necessary enquiries including field
inspection to decide wrether a person
is a bargadar or not,

(i1) record an aPpropriate finding. and

(iii) correct the records-of-rights on the basis
cf his ﬁnding-
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2.2. It may be kept#n mind that even where
the land-owner or, the bargadar claiming as
such, makes an application for incorporation of
change in records-of-rights on account of altera-

tion in the mode of cultivation, the Revenue -

Officer specially empowered may proceed to
incorporate the change, if any, on his own
motion, the application being just source of
information for him, -

2.3- It will appear from the above that the
Revenue Officer specially empowered may, in
" course of maintenance .of the records-of-rights
under section 50 of the Land Reforms Act,
decide the question relating to status of -a barga-
dar and correct the records straightway-

3-1. It may be mentioned in this connection
that an officer appointed under section 18(1) of
the Land Reforms Act may, under section 18(2)

ibid, go into the question of status of a bargadar. -

But this question must be in relation to an
express dispute in respect of the matters men-
tioned in section 18(1) or otherwise, namely:
matters referred to under section 21(3). An
isolated question as to whether a person is a
- bargadar or not coming up during maintenance.
of records-of-rights under section 50 on account
of alteration in the mode of cultivation cannot
be a subject-matter of adjudication under
section 18(2) by an officer appointed under
section 18(1)- ’

32. In view of the position indicated above,
if, before recording, any question arises whether
a person is or is not a bargadar, such question
should be settled under section 50(e) read with
- rule 21(2y and not under section 18(2) as has
been hitherto done in some districts. '

3.3. The distinction between the provisions

of section 50(e) and section 18(2) may be kept

in mind. .

4. This should be brought to the notice of
all concerned-

A. K. CHAKRABORTY, .
Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of»Rever_me. West Bengal.

Memo. No- 5123/1(18)-G-E.

Copy forwarded to the—
(1) Commissibner,...' ............... vevens
(2) Collector,.ccccevvevirnnenneansans
for information and necessary action:’
A. K. CHAKRABORTY,

Special Officer and Ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bepgal-
. (‘

‘11ames

(
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OPERATION ‘BARGA—CLARIFICATION No. IiI
GOVERNMENT. OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
- Section A, G- E- Branch

No. 5091(27)-GE., dated Calcutta,
the 2nd May 1979

To—

(1) The Director of ‘Lar'd Records and
 Surveys, West Beng:l.
{2) ("Il;he Additionsl District  Magistrate
(3) (l:l"ge Additionai Deputy Commissioner
(4) The Settlement Officer, Revisional"
Settlement Opera'tion ..................... :

Subject: Recording of. bargadars ulder section 51 |

" of the Land Reforms Act. s

In paragraph 5 of Board’s Memo No- 12504(27)-
GE., dated 5th July 1978. it was envisaged that ?
where settlement operations are in progress, the
of the bargadars should be recbrded
section 51 of the Land Reforms Act-
where “Operation Barga” will
be taken up the settlement records may
be in the different stages of operation.
In order that the names of the bargadais may be
incorporatea in the records at any stage prior
to final publication, the second groviso to
clause 1 of Schedule A. of the Land Reforms
Rules has been substituted by a new proviso-
This proviso inter alia provides that the Settle-
ment Officer may, either on his own mollon or-
on receipt of applications from others at any time
bejore final publication of the records-of-rights,
dire.t that the names of bargadars shall be incor-
porated in the. records-ofrights by the Revenue
Oficer subordinate to him after holding such
encriry and after giving the persons claiming as
bargadzrs and the owners of the land concerned
such opporlunity of being heard as ihe Revenue

under
In  mauzas

Officer may deem fit . . s

2- This amendment authorises the TRevenue
Officer to enquire into the petitions. submitted by
personis claiming themselves to be bargadars and
to record their names as such in the records-of-
rights at any stage of settlement proceedings
prior to final publication.  Alsor on the authority
of this amendment the Revenue Officer may I‘.GC.OFd
the name of a bargadar at any time in the inter-
vening period between two distinct stages of
settlement operation- is also empowers the
Reverme Officer to record the name of 2 ba_rgadar
in the records-ofrights even during the perlod of
draft publication. It should be nqted that 1f a
bargadar 1s recorded at any time during the period
of diaft publication there is no necessity of ex-
tending the period of publication- It should . be
clcarly understood that the net result of this
ameildment is that the name of a bargadar may
be recorded in the record-of-rights at any time of
the settlement proceedings prior to final publica-
tion. . But.it  should also be remempered that



-

o

recording of a bargadar's name
ceded by a due enquiry and b: an opportunity of
bemg heard given to the landowner and me person
who clajims to be a bargadar

3. It is requested that this may be biought to
the notice of all concerned

A. K- CHAKRABORTI,

‘Specigl Officer 'and Ex officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

————

Memo: No. 5091/1(18)-GE.

Cupy forwarded to the— v
(1) Commissioner,............... Division,

.....................

-----------------------------------

for mformatlon and necessary actlon

A. K. CHAKRABORT], ‘
Special Officer and ex officio Secrcary,
‘Board of Revenue, lest Bengal.

Calcutta, .

The 3-d May 1979.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

_ Oifice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A(T), Branch, G.E-.

No- 12800(15)-G-E./480/78, dated Calcutta,
the 14th July 1978 '

To—The District Officers-
Sub :

Quick disposal of bhagchas casés

It has come to the notice of Government that
a large number of bhagchas cases have been
pending with Bhagchas Officers for a prettv long
time and thereby causing a great deal of hard-
ship to the bargadars concerned-
consider that the purpose of the relevant provi-
sions of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act will

be defeated unless those pending cases are dis-.

- posed of speedily.

Ali Bhagchas Officers in‘his district may,.

therefore, be directed to make a special d;'ive to
ensure that all such pending cases are disposed
of within a reasonable time through local en-

. quiry. . New cases to be filed should. as far as

poss1ble be disposed of w1th1n a month from the
date of filing.

All the Junior Land Reforms Officers should
be instructed accordingly-’

: J. R .SAHA,
- Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Government -
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sk:uld be pre-

Memo- No. 12800/1(70)-G-E.
- Copy forwarded to the— »

(1): Commissioners,............ evereaenreeans
DiviSionsS-.....cooiviercernicrnnnnsnsennens

(2) Additional - District Mag1strate' (Land
Reforms)-

(3) Subdivisional Oﬁ‘lcer,
for mformatmn

J- R. SAHA.
‘Secret
Board of Revenue. [Uest Bengal
Calcutta,
The 14th July 1978.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenué, West Bengal.
Seotion A(I); G-E- Branch

No. 8581-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 12th July 1979

To—The Additional District - Magistrate (Land
Reforms), Birbhum.
Subject; Persons workt”g under 'Hatelt’ syStem
of Cultivation—whether can be record
. as bargadar

Reference: His D. O No. 5579- LR dated 26th
Mau 1979.

The undersigned is directed to say that the
Legal Adviser and Joint Secretary, Land
Utilisation and Reforms and Land and Land
Revenue Department. was consulted * in the
matter referred to in your D.O. cited above. His
opinion is reproduced below:

“Persons working under ‘Hateli’ system who
take a share of produce from any land
should be recorded as bargadars in res-
peet of those lands alone, (i.e, the lands
in respect of which they take share of

- aproduce). Those persons come squarely
within the definition of ‘bargadar’ in
section 2(2) of the West Bengal Land
Reforms Act”.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Special. Officer and Ex officio Secretary,
_Board of Revenue, est Bengal:

Memo. No. 8581/1(93)-G.E.

Copy with a copy of D.O. No. 5579-L.R., dated
26th May 1979. from Additional District Magis-
trate, Birbhum, forwarded to the

(1) Commissioner,.........Division,.........

(2) Digector of Land Records and Surveys,
est Bengal (sufficient spares copies
enclosed. for distribution among the

Charge "Officers)- -



(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,

.........................

4) Addmonal District Magistrate/Deputy
Commissioner® (Land Reforms), (sufficient
among ' the Junior
Officers), ’

(5) Settlement Oﬁicer...‘.............‘....-' ........
(6) Subdivisicnal Land Reforms Ofﬁcer, ...... ,
for information and necessary action.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

Speclal Officer and Ex officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, [Dest Bengal.
Calcutta,
The 12th July 1979.

~

D.O- No. 5579-L-R., dated Suri, the 26th May 1979-

'My talk with you regarding the pattern of

recording of the persons tilling land under the
“Hateli” system on 26th May 1979 may kmdly
be recalled.

The Junior Land Reforns '"flcer Nanoor, has

reported that the ‘“Hateli” system of cultivation

prevails in Nanoor pohce-statlon in large area.
Under this system one person is engaged by a
landowner to cultivate a fixed quantum of land
to raise crops of different varieties thereon. In
lieu of his labour be is paid some cash varying
from -50P. to Re- 1 per working day along with
two meals- Further he is allowed to take 50 per
cent, of the prOche f o a fixed portion of the
land included in the quantum of land he is tg
cultivater- He has furnished two specific cases.

Those two petitions are enclosed herewith- The '

Land Advisory Sub-Committee of the Local
Panchayat Samity acting as Blogk Land Reforms
Advisory Committee has adopted a resplution that
cultivators under the “Hateli” system should be
recorded as bargadars.
resolution is enclosed herewith-

Since the legal position on the type of treat-
ment to be given to these cultivators is not quite
clear to us an early instruction may kindly be
issued as to how they should be treated under
the law so that the interests of these cultivators
are safeguarded at the time of preparatmn of the
records-of-rights-

A copy of a letter received from Jumor Land

Reforms Officer, Nanoor, is also enclosed here-

with.
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

N. GHOSAL, '

Addzttonal District Magistrate and
Addztlonal Collector, Birbhum- '

Shri D. Bandopadhyay, I-A.S, Land Reforms
"~ Commissioner; West Bengal.

Land Reforms

A copy of the said _

'15th June

Subject : U )
: dealing with matters concerning bargadars.:

GOVERNMENT_OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
- " Section A(I), G E. Branch

To—The Director of Land Records and Surveys’
West Bengal.

Question of Existence of bargadar on
vegetable growing land

Memo No. 635/26998 70/R/79, datcd
“ 1979, from the Settlement Officer,
24-Parganas.

Subject :
Reference

~

No. 10488-G-E./454/79, dated the 18th August

1979

the ‘undersigned is directed " to 'say’ that ~

“bargadar” as defined in section 2(2) of the West
Bengal Land . Reforms Act, is not confined to

‘persons engaged. only in paddy or wheat cultiva- °

tion, but those engaged in any cultivation, a
share of the produce of which is delivered by
the cultivation to the owner of the land. will
come under the purview of the said definition.
In Chapter III of the Act which deals with the

' matters relating to bargadars there is also no

mention as- to the particular produce- So, vege-
table cultivation fulfilling the requirements of a
bargadar are also bargadars under the law unless

and until the Act is amended so as to exclude-

the vegetable cultivation from the purview of
the Act

Settlement Ofﬁcer

24-15arganas,
informed-

Illeg1ble,

Spectal Officer and Ex officio Secretary,
: Board of Revenue., est Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Land Utlhsatlon and Reforms and Land and Land |

. Revenue Department Land Reforms Branch

No. 3047(18)-L. Ref- dated Calcutta,
August 1978

. To—The Additional D1ctr1ct Magistrate (Land

Reforms/Additional Deputy Commissioner
(L.and Reforms)..... etmeertene e erarasraetranaeaess.

Use of proper designation of the officer
‘The undersigned is dii'ected to state that it has

come to the notice of the Government that some
officers. do not use the correct designation while

- dealing with proceedings involving bargadars-

In particular, it was found that one officer,
passing an order in respect of bargadars. used the
designation “Bhagchas Officer”. The Hon’ble High
Court struck down the proceedings for use of
this illegal. designation.

~may . be |

the 17th

i
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2. In order to remove any doubt or confusion
that might exists, this'is to state that the term
“Bhagchas Oﬁicer is not a legal term and so it
should not be used in the transaction of any
official business: The correct designation shall
be as follows: :

(a) while passing an order under sub-

. section (1) of section 17 of the West
Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, the
officer shall write . his designation as
“Officer under sub-section (1) of sec-
tion 17 of the West Bengal Land
Reforms Act. 1955”;

(b) while passing an order under sub-sec-
tion (2) of the said section, the officer
shall write his designation as ‘Prescrib-
ed authority -under sub-section (2) of
section (2) of sectibn 17 of the West
Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955”; °

(c) while passing an order under sub-sec-
tion (1) of section 18-of the said Act, the
officer shall write his designation as
“Officer under sub-section (1) of sec-
tion . 18 of the West Bengal Land
Reforms Act, 1955”; and :

(d) an officer passing an order under
section 19B of the said Act shall write
his designation as “Officer specially
-empowered under sub-section (1) of
section 19B of the West Bengal Land
Reforms Act, 1955”,

3. It should be impressed upon the officers/
authorities under Chapter 1II of the West Bengal
Land Referms. Act. 1955, that they are not
“Courts’ though they exercise certain powers of
a Civil Court under the Code of Civil Pracedure,
1908. They should not, therefore, describe

45

themselves as “Courts” and so all emblems, .
rubber stamps, notice boards etc., conta:mng the
word “Court” should be removed

4. He is requested to draw the attention of
all officers concerned, particularly the Junior
Land Reforms Officers, so that the proper and
correct designation of the officers are henceforth
stated in matters concerning bargadars, i

5. All the Junior Land Reforms Officers .
shquld ' be provided —with four sets of rubber
stamps -of above descriptions.

T. GHOSH, -
Deputy Secretary to the
Gosernment of UJest Bengal,

b No- 3037/1(28)-L. Ref.

Copy forwarded for information and necessafy
action to the—
. (1) Commissioner,...
(2) Collector... taeemeeesanmn
(3) Secretary, Board of Revenue West Bengal-

(4) Director of Land Records and Surveys:
West Bengal.

(5) Settlernent Officer,....ccoceivvceime

T. GHOSH,

Deputy Secretary to the
overnmeat of l:est Bengal.

.....Division.

Calcutt -
The 17th August 1978 : i
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CHAPTER IV

Exerpts from D-O. No. 4057 (41)-LRC,
dated 24th April 1978, from Land
Reforms Commissioner,

West Bengal

[ To give institutional cover to the new assig-
nees of vested lands and the share-croppers, in
order to enable them snap their age-old client--
patron relationship with the money-lender, the
landowner and the merchant, is a task which re-
quires collaborative effort on the part of various
departments. . including financial institutions,
both in the nationalised and co-operative sectors-
We have already initiated discussions at the
State level with representatives of nationalised
banks to provide credit to bargadars and assig- .
nees of vested land during the coming kharif
season. I shall write to you shortly about it
Obviously: the role of the Collector as a co-ordi-
nator will come up in a big way in this major
effort. ]

D.O. No. 18457(6)-G-E., dated Calcutta,
the 13th-November 1978

You already know the importance that the
State Government attaches to the financing of
the bargadars and the assignees of vested land
by the banking system. You had some expe-
rience of organising bank finance in the. pilot
project area in your district during the last kh_a—
rif season for the bargadars/vested land assig-
nees. We have now to extend the coverage for
the rabi season- The main constraints fo the
extension of bank credit coverage will be the .
availability of assured source of irrigation fqr the
rabi crop and the winter paddy (boro)- Kindly
form composite teams for each block. as was

done in the last occasion, for identification e

. : " S
sponsoring of the cases of prospective lc_)anee
'—\/‘fxr"m“faﬂibngst the share croppers and assignees

v

working in his block- The list of bargadars and
the assignees- of vested land will be prepared by
the Settlement Officer and the Additional Distric
Magistrate (Land Reforms); ‘
4. This opportunity may be taken for intensi-
fying “Barga Operation”, for identification of
genuine unrecorded bargadars and issue of certi-~
ficates to them along with the scheme of finan-
cing of share-croppers. This will give a tremen-
dous boost to the whole operation as the barga-
dars will see the direct benefit that flows to the
_recorded bargadars- .
5. We have a big task -ahead. In the coming
kharif season we have to cover at least four lakhs
new bargadars and assignees of vested land by
bank finance. Our administrative machinery
- has to be geared up to meet the challenge. Dur-
Ing this rabi season it has been decided to cover
140 lakh bargadads/Patta-holders in the whole
-State- We are leaving it to you to decide your
own target. The main thrust of the programme
will be to bring this target group in direct con-
tact with the financial institutions to snap irre-
vocably the umbilical cord of usury that con-?
nects the exploited with the exploiter.

6. I shall be grateful if you kindly keep me
inTormed of the action that you are taking in
making bank finance available for share-croppers
and assignees of vested lands for the current
rabi season- :

. With best wishes,
Yours sincerely:
’ D BANDYOPADHYAY,
Land Reforms Commissioner
and Additional Member,
. - ‘Board of Revenue: West»_B_engal.
- District Magistrate/ ’
Deputy Commissioner.

PRl

£ vested land. Apart from giving purely short- ) '
fc)erm crgp loan to these. two categoris ~far- +~" Memo. No- 18457/1(35)—G.E,
mers, you may ask the b rovide credit , .

frr oUIKINE -of shallo~—tubewell on the land e
longing to a Patta-holder. There may he an ol?-
jection that he will not have sufficient }and in
one chunk for utilising the water from his tube-
well. But he can easily sell the water for irri-
gation purpose to his affluent neighbours and
thereby augment his meagre source of income:
Alternatively, if there are compact land holdings
owned by several bargadars/assignees of vested
lunds- then the possibility of sinking a shallow

tubewell with joint ownersiip might be.explored-

9. Kindly hold your District Level Co-ordina-
tion Committce meeting immediately, identify
the areas where you will undertake the opera-
tion and fix the target for each bank’s branch
commensurate with the infrastructure facilities
of the branch and the administrative support
that you can give to the banking system.

3. Subdivisional Officer’s should play a cru-
cial role in launching and monitering the pro-
gramme in their respective areas. The Block
Development Officer will be the key personnel -
to take the leadership of the compesite'cteams

Copy fofwarded to—

(1) Shri D. N. Ghosh, Adviser,
"« Finance and Secretary
Finance Department-

(2) Shri S. K. Ghose, Secretary, Agariculture
and Community Development . Depart-
ment.

Shri M. Bhattacharyya, Secretary, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Veterinary Ser-
vices. ‘ : :

Shri A. K. Chatterjee, Secretary, Co-ope-
ration Department.

Institutional
(ex officio),

(3)

4

(5) Shri S. P. Mallick, Secretary. Panchayat
Department-

(6) Shri B. K. Sarkar, Director of Land Re-
cords and Surveys, West Bengal.
(spare copies enclosed for distribution

. among S.R.Os concerned).

() Shri D. K. Ghosh, Registrar, Co-opera-
tive Societies. .

(8) Shri C. R. Guha Mazumdar, Commis-

sioner,\ Burdwan Division. Chinsurah.



some recorded sharecroppers and assignees of

vested lands in 23 selected clasters. The experi-
rent was by a1d large encouraginy The difi-
calties encor ntered were, however, »f an adminis-
trative nature and at the operational ]evel only.
The Governmes.t ‘of India,

banks to strengthen their filed staff with a view
to accelerating the programme for the next kharif
Seasoll. .

3. The State Covernment desire 1o have a
greater number of sharecrorpers and assignees
of vested leands to be .ov-red by the next kharif
season, 1979- Wiih this end in view, 11 banks
have been requcsted to get themselves invelved ‘in
the programme. , The benks have accordingly
furnished a list indicating the branches from
which they will operate and the number of new
Jborrowal accounts - that each branch will handle
during the next kharif season, 1979. A copy of
the caid list has been given to the  Additional

District Magisirates (Land Reforms) aind Settle- ~

ment Officers on 21st April 1979 at the meeting
held at Raj Bhavan Council Chamber- A similar

cOpy. arranged districtwise, is l}eing sefit to the
District Magistrates: We are in communication
with the banks for increasing the target of-

financing of sharecroppers and assignees of vested
lands and a supplementary list will fellow. .

‘4. The detailed administrative prOcedure as
settled in the meeting held on 21st April 1979
for the implementation of the schemec is given
bellow : C . .

(i) District Magistrates will please send the

relevant portions ‘of all the.bank’s list .

concerning each block to the respectiive
Block Development Officers by 7th May
1979 so that the Block Development
Officers in their turn can collect the
required number of loan applications
forms from the concerned bank branch.

(ii) Additional District Magistrates (Land
Reforms) will please send the relevant
portion of the bank’s list concerning
each block to the respective Subdivi-
sional Land Reforms Officers (Subdivi-
sional Land Reforms Officers II where
there is no Subdivisional Reforms
Officers) by 7th May 1979, so that the

" Subdivisional Land Reforms . Officer
(Subdivisional Land Reforms Officers 11
where necessary) can collect the names
and other particulars of sharecroppers
and asignees of vested land from both
Land Reforms and Settlement wings.

_ (iii) Settlement Officers will please instruect
their concerned Circle Officers to supply
the list of such sharecroppers to the res-
pective Subdivisional Land Reforms
Officers- ;T

(iv) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officers
(Subdivisiona] Reforms Officers II where
necessary) will please send one copy of
the said list’ of sharecroppers and assig-
ness of vested lands to the concerned

» ' »

rnme in appreciation of-
these difficulties, hove urgea on the cOmmercial

48

bank branch and one copy: to the con-
cerned Block Development Officer . by
15th May 1979. .

(v) Block Development Officers who are the -

Executive Officers of the Panchayat
Samity will then hand over the required
number of loan applicdtions forms with
the list of prospective borrowers (with
particulars of  sharecroppers and
assignees of = vested lands as received

* from the Subdivisional Land Reforms -

Officers (Subdivisional Reforms Officers

I1 where necessary) to- the concerned

Gram Panchayat by 21st May 1979.

(vi) The concerned Gram Panchayat will
then ascertain the willingness of ‘the

' sharecroppers and the assignees of vest-
ed lands (as per the list received by the
Gram Panchayat from the Block
Development Officer (Executive Officer)

tc take bank loans. They may consult

the Panchayat Samity members wher-
ever necessary: The -Gram Panchayat
will also get “No Default Certificates”

from the Managers of the Co-operative
concerned .in

Banks from the officials
case of other . banks. Gram Panchayat
will then get the loan application forms
filled in by the willing borrowers who
are also not defaulters on any loan- The
.Gram Panchayat will then arrange to
send. the completed loan application
forms to the 'respective bank’s branch
through the Executive. Officer ' of the
Panchayat Samity by 7th June 1979.

(vii) Bankson receipt of the loan application
forms from the Executive Officer of the
Panchayat Samity will indicate the date
when the Gram Panchayat or Panchayat

. Samity members will bding the prospec-
tive borrower to the local bank branch
concerned for receiving the bank loan.

(viii) Photographs of the borrowers may be

taken at the bank’s branch on the date
of disbursal of the laon- ' Identification
of the borrowers may be dohe by the mem-
bers of the Gram Panchayat or Panchayat
Samity which would present the brrowers

before the bank. ) ,
5. Bunks are being requested to complete nece-
sary formalities so that the actual financing starts
from 15th June 1979 and is over by 30th june 1979.
6. This issues in consultation with the Board
of Revenue and the Department of Panchayat and

. Community Development. \

7. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter-

Yours faithfully,

D. N. GHOSH

Memo. No. 194(41) Bank/1(.)/B-38/79

Copy forwarded for information and necessary
section to the—
(1) The Secretary, Development and Planning,
Government of West Bengal, Raj Bhavan.
(2) The Land_Reforms Commissoner, Govern-
ment of West Bengal. s.

N
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(3) The Secretary, . Agriculture
Government of West Bengal.

(4) The Secretary, Panchayat and Community
Development Department, Government of
West Bengal- _ .

(5) Commissioner,.....c...coeuunee. Division., «o.eeseee

(6) The Secretary, Co-operation : Department,
Government of West Bengal.

(7) Registrar of. Co-opeﬁitive Societies, Govern-
ment of West Bengal, New Secretariat
Building, Calcutta. :

{8) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal, Survey Buildings, Alipore-:

(9) The Principal Agriculture Officer............
Fhe 27th April 1979-‘

Departmernt,

~

Memo--No- 194(41) Bank/2(11)/B-38/79
o

Copy forwarded to ...... Cerreneene renanssans
for information and necessary action.
directions to the concerned bank branches may
kindly be issued keeping in view the above target
dates. A copy of the instructions issued by the
banks to its branches may also be forwarded to
the - District Magistrates, Additional District
Magistrates (Land Recbrds), Settlement Officer
and to this Department quoting the Memo. number:
of this letter as reference.

The 27th April 1979.

Yours faithfully.
‘D- N GHOSH.
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‘i.

" identifying such share-croppers:

¢  With best regards,

- * ¢ !

D. 0. No. F-2-97/78-AC/1290/VIP/FM/179,
' Se\eptember 25, 1979

My dear Jyoti Basu, 4

As your are no doubt aware, the public
sector banks have been advised by us in the
past to strengithen, wherever necessary, their
field staff and maitain better co-ordination with

the State agencies so that the programme of

financipng the share-croppers gets necessary accex
leration- ’

2. It has been reported by the Restrve Bank
that during a meeting the State Government
officials had with representatives of banks some
time awo for finalising the programme of financing
the share-croppers, the banks representatives had
agreed to finance about 75,000 farmers
their branches. It is quite likely that some banks
.may be facing diffitulties in advancing loans to
such shatre-croppers. For exaniple, against the tar-

¢ get of 4,455 recorded share-croppers and assigness

of vested lands 4o be financed through 72 rural
branches of the/Uuited Commercial Bank, the Gram
Panchayats had sponsored only 3,323 loan appli-
® cations of the targeted groups till. the end of August
1979- While this may not be regarded as a large
. shortiall, 1t illustrates the nature of the problem
facing the bahks. The United Commercial Bank
_ was able to finance 2,686 farmers; of the remain-
illg, some were having dues with other financial
institutions or were not interested in getting
credit- » v
3. While we propose to advise the banks, once
again to maintain close liaison with the local State
Government officials and to ensure that a larger
number of share-croppers are covered by them,
you mayv also like to issue suitable instructions to
the State Government agencies to expedite record-
ing of unrecorded share-croppers in the State and
to render all possible assistance to the banks in

)

Yours Sincerely,
v : o H. N. BAHUGUNA,
’ ’ Finance Minister, Indta.
Shri Jyott Basu. S :
Chief Minister, West Bengal.

'D. O. No- FDM/364/79, dated October 16, 1979

Dear Shri Bahuguna, . N

Mav 1 refer to your D-O. letter No: F-2-97/28-
AC/1200/VIP/FM/79, dated September 25, 1979,
to our Chief Minister, as well as our discussions in
New Dethi on October 14, 1979‘?

reciate the concern of the Union Government
fox¥ Etll‘x)é) rural poor in our State.. We consider land
reforms as the basic element in any purposive plan
of rural development. That is why wc”}}_ave launched
a programme—the * Operation Barga "—for massive
recording of the names of share-croppers withina
short time span. Similarly, we have launched a drive,
with the help of the Panchayat orgamisations; " for

H

’

through
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distributing immediately agricultural land declared as
surplus consequent to the enforcement of land ceiling
legislation. - Though the progress so far has not been
to our entire satisfaction, we have been able to record
approximately 7,50,000 share-croppers through the
“ Operation Barga”. Landed interests are opposing
this programme openly, and are resisting it through
diverse means, including recaurse to the judicial
process. But we are determined to push the programme
through. 3 T

" Mere recording the names of share-croppers would
not however help them much, -unless institutional -
credit could be made available to them.  Hence we
wanted .to cover at least 4,00,000 share-croppers and
assignees of vested lands during the current kharif
season-by advances from the commercial banks. After
a lot of persuasion, the managements of the banks at
the State level agreed to open .79,837 new borrowal
accounts for share-croppers and assignees of vested
lands. Though the coverage was rather low, since
the banks would do no more, we agreed.

You mentioned that there has been some shortfall
in sponsoring applications to the commercial’ banks.
We are aware of it. Up to 3lst August 1979 the

" Panchayats could sponsor 59,948 loan applications.

The inability of the banks to cover the bulk of the
share-croppers left the Panchayats with the difficult
task of selecting a few from amougst the deserving
many. But that was not an insurmountable impedi- .
ment. Reports we have received—both from Panchayat
and official sources—indicate that the experience
with the banks at the operational level in most cases
was rather exasperating. I would not burden you with
all the details of what had * happened, - but would
enumerate a few points to show what problems were .
faced in sponsoring cases of deserving share-croppers.
ik

It was left to the banks to suggest the area as well
as the number of share-croppers and assignees of vested
lands to be covered. The areas picked up by the
banks were not always the areas where there was heavy
concentration of share-croppers and assignees of vested
lands. Requests were made to.the banks to adopt a
flexible attitude about the area of operation, so that
deserving people near the periphery of the *“‘adopted”
areas could be covered. Some banks agreed, others
did not, and even those who did often failed tb
cqmmunicate the message down the line, resulting
n the exclusion of a large number of eligible

heneficiaries.

Though the kharif cultivation is primarily a rain-fed

- one, a large number of Branch Managers of banks

insisted on financing only in the irrigated areas. -

Even though, at the State level, the management of
banks did not insist on any collateral security or
guarantors, a number of Branch Managers demanded
such collateral, thereby frustrating the -effort of the
Panchayats - and Revenue Officers in sponsoring loan
cases. Some of the banks, took the decision to finance

_only those share-croppers and assignees of vested lands

who were members of Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies. This stance created a lot ‘of problem; in
many cases applications could not be sponsored because
potential beneficiaries, were not members of such
societies. ‘ .

Further, it was agreed at thea State level that default

. of any Government- dues by any share-croppers or

assignees should not be treated as institutional credit



default; many Bank Managers howe’ver. demanded

- certificates from revenue officials to the effect that the

applicants did not have any Government dues. When
the kharif lending programme was finalised "in April

1979 in consultation with the ‘participating banks,

these questions had not been raised by them. I would
not increase the number of such illustrations, but I
would end up by citing an absurd case where Managers
of a particular bank in a particular district insisted
that the share-croppers should be below 50 years of
age to be eligible for loans.

While continuous efforts were being made at .the
district and the State levels to sort out the various
problems, real or imaginary, raised by the management
of banks at different tiers, the bankers as a whole
took a most negative attitude saon after a Single Bench
Judgment of the Calcutta High Court was reported
in the language press questioning the validity of the
certificate given to the sharecroppers during * Operation
Barga . The judgment did not question the validity of
the law or the procedure of recording of share-croppers
as laid down in the law and the rules. But for a while
bankers as a whole almost refused to do anything
further regarding the financing of share-croppers. It
took about a month to explain to the banks the exact

“legal import of the judgment, against which the State

Government immediately preferred an appeal. Valuable
time was lost, which seriously affected the progress
of the programme.

It is not my intention to make a complaint and I
hope you will not take it as such. But there is a basic
attitudinal problem with the management of some of
the banks when they are asked to finance small men
in large numbers accustomed as they are to finance
big men in small numbers. It ‘is, perhaps, for the
first time in India that the nationalised commercial

banks and the State Bank of India have been made to”’

finance the poorest of the poor in the rural sector in
such a large number under the aegis of a State
Government. We are most serious about this
programme. We have introduced a ‘“zero rate of
interest” scheme whereby we are subsidising the entire
interest ‘on such loans given by the banks provided the
share-croppers and the assignees return the advances
within the stipulated period. The district officials
and the Panchayat bodies have been advised to help
the banks in every possible way both in screeining
and sponsoring loan applications as well as for
recovering these loans in time. .

Now that you are taking so much interest in the
scheme, I hope your Ministry would advise the banks
to make up the shortfall of 20,000 borrowal accounts
in the coming rabi season and to take a more realistic
view on the scale of finance. I also hope to have
your assurance that the banks would continue with

. this scheme as an on-going programme in the subsequent

seasons too. We want to cover the bulk of the share-
croppers and the assignees of vested land by bank
finance and thereby irreversibly rupture their ties with
the rural 'exploi,ters——t’he landowners and the mahajans,

With regards,

~ Yours sincerely,
. ASHOK MITRA,

Minister, Finance, Development
and Planning and Excise,
: West Bengal.
Shri H. N. Bahuguna,
Union Finance Minister.
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D.O. No. 13782(15)-G.E., dated Calcutta, "
the 23rd October 1979

My dear
I am enclosing a statement showing the targets
suggested by the banks and the number of loan appli-

cations sponsored till date by the Panchayats in your -

district. The statement shows that excepting a few
districts there has been a general failure to fulfil the
target. The target was only 5 per cent. of the target
group which now numbers more than 17,00,000.

‘Perhaps you will agree with me that we should not
have failed at least in sponsoring cases to the banks.
As apprehended, the. banks have mounted an offensive

stating that the State Government failed to achieve the

minimal target fixed by them. Mr. H. N. Bahuguna,
former Finance Minister, recently wrote a letter to
the Chief Minister very politely pointing out that the
State Government could not sponsor Ioan applications
which banks agreed to finance. I am enclosing a copy
of the letter along with the copy of the reply sent by
our Finance Minister to him. Though in our letter
we have shown how difficult it was for the district
officers and the Panchayat functionaries to implement
the scheme because of apparent unwillingness on
the part of many bank functionaries at different levels,
the fact remains we failed. :

PR ——

~

Our Minister had written twice to the Sabhadhipaties -

and Sabhapaties bringing to their notice the utmost
importance of the scheme and-requesting them to do
their best to fulfil their target. I am also aware of the
efforts that you all made. - Failure indicates that there
has been somewhere a gap in our efforts which requires
to be cured. Since the scheme is going to be an on-
going programme of the banks, would you kindly im-
press upon your officers as well as top functionaries

of the Panchayati institutions the need to fylfil the -

targets that would be set in future so that we may cover
a major segment of the poorer sections of the rural
community by bank finance ?

Yours sincerely,

D. BANDYOPADHYAY,

Land Reforms Commissioner and Secretary
(ex officio , Land Utilisation and Reforms
. and Land and Land Revenue Department.

All Collectors.

Memo. No. 13782/1(116)-L.F.
Copy forwarded to—

(1) Shri B. K. Sarkar, Director of Land Reforms
and Survey, West Bengal.

@ — . .
Settlement Officer, . - o

3 — TR —
Additional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)/
Additional District Commissioner (Land
Reforms), ' . .

(4) Subdivisional Officer,

(5 Charge Officer (Settlement),

(8d.) ILLEGIBLE,

For Land Reforms Commissioner,
West Bengal.
Calcutta, :
The 23rd October 1979.
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" Interest Subsidy Scheme in respect of share-croppérs,

small farmers and self-employed persons

1. For the purpose of the Scheme, the following
terms are defined as under : : .

(a)

(b)

©

(d)

©

*‘Share-cropper’’ means any person who does
not own land but cultivates land owned by the
other person(s) on product sharing basis and
whose name is-recorded on the records-of-
rights, i.e., “Parchas” issued by the Land

Revenue Department of the State Government. .

“Small Farmer” means a person who holds
land for any agricultural purpose up to four
acres of irrigated land or six acres of un-

irrigated land. “

. “Self-employed” means any person who is
engaged in any gainful vocation/trade/produc-
tive activity and his family income from all
sources does not exceed Rs. 5,000 per annum
in urban or semi-urban area or Rs. 3,000 in
rural areas,

.

“Credit facility” means any loan or advance
granted :

(i) to any share-cropper for financing seasonal
agricultural operation, reclamation or im-
provement of land, the construction or
depending of irrigation wells, the installa-
tion of pumpsets for drawing water, the
purchase of cattle machinery or equip-
ment or the acquisition of any other
capital assets and for meeting the working
capital requirements in respect of agricul-
tural operations and also such activities

as animal husbandry, poultry farming,

dairy farming, pisciculture or sericulture.

(ii) to any small farmer for financing reclama-
tion or improvement of land, raising of
second crop (in cases where no such crop
was raised earlier) in consequence of perma-
nent improvement affected in land, ins-
tallation of pumpsets for drawing water,
purchase of cattle, machinery or equip-

" ment or the acquisition of any other
capital assets and also such activities as
amimal husbandry, poultry farming, dairy
fafming, pisciculture or sericulture.

(iii) to any self-employed for financing purchase
of equipment, or repair or renovating of
the existing equipment or repairing, the
business premises or for purchasing tools
or for working capital.

Provided that the maximum amount of
facility does not exceed Rs. 2,000 for working
capital requirements and Rs. 5,000 for capital
expenditure as mentioned above.

“Credit institution” means any Scheduled
Commercial Bank, State Bank of India and

any of its subsidiaries, any Co-operative Bank,

any Regional Rwal Bank and any adopted/
sponsored Co-operwtive Society.including Far-

mer Service (o-operative Society. and. Large

Sized Multipurpose Co-operative Society.

2. The decision of credit agency with regard to
eligibility of a borrower to interest subsidy under the
scheme will be based on the following factors :— o

(@) In case of share-croppers—production ofPar-
chas, i.e., records-of-rights, issued by Land and
Revenue Department of the State Government.

(b) In case of small farmér—submission of a de-
claration (as per Form I) by the borrower
that his land holding for agriculture purposes .
does ndt exceed four acres of irrigated land or
six acres of unirrigated land and only certified
by SEDA authority or any other authority
nominated by the State Government.

(¢) In case of self-employed—

(i) submission of a declaration (as per Form II)
by the borrower that his income from all
sources does not exceed Rs. 5,000 or Rs.
3,000 per annum as the case may be (in
case’ of urban or semi-urban areas Rs.
5,000 and in case of rural areas Rs. 3,000

. per annum).

. (ii) credit facilities granted by the credit institu-
tion does not exceed Rs, 2,000 for working
capital and Rs. 5,000 for capital expenditure.

It is further clarified that in the matter of determining

- eligibility of abovementioned types of borrowing for

interest subsidy under the scheme, the credit institution .
will solely depend upon above factors as mentioned in
2(a), 2(b), 2(c) above.

3. ‘fherate ot subsidy wili be :

(a) entire amount of interest charged by credit
institution on credit facility to share-cropper
and small farmer ; and’ v

(b) fifty per cent. of the interest charged by credit
, institution on credit facility to self-employed.

It is clarified that subsidy will be in respect of interest

only and other incidental charges, etc., if any, will be
outside the purview of the scheme.

4. It is the borrower and not the credit institution

‘who i¢ eligible for interest subsidy under the scheme.

Therefore, the credit institution will, as usual and in
normal course, charge the normal rate of interest as
may be decided by it from time to time to the borrowing
accounts covered under the scheme and recover interest
from respective borrowers in due course as per usual
practice. However, the credit institution, as a measure
of service to the borrowers, will- claim and collect

. interest subsidy at half year by intervals as on 30th

June and -31st December every year, from the State
Government and_credit the same to borrowers’ loan .
accounts (in case where the balances in term loans are
still outstanding) or savings accounts (in cases where
Loans have been completely adjusted), as the case may
e, . .

5. ‘The borrower will be eligible for interest subsidy
during the haif year claim period (Janvary to June .
and July to December) in which all instalments due
as per repayment programme made out at the time of
grant. of loan orcrescheduled repayment programme
as-chalked out during the currency of loan, have been



paid irrespective of the fact whether one or more instal-
ments were paid late. The only criterion i that at the
time of making claim as on 30th June or 31st December,
all instalments due up to that ‘time should have been
paid. )

In case of crop loan, the borrower will be eligible
for interest subsidy if it has been paid on due date as
per rules of the bank or as per rescheduled due date
determined by the bank. To make the position clear,
some illustrations are given below : '

(i) A self-employed is given a loan of Rs. 4,8C0
payable in 24 equal monthly instalments of
Rs. 200 each, repayment to start from January
1979. Repayment is made as under :

(a) Up to June 1979 .. six instalments are paid

(b) Up to Dec. 1979 .. four instalments are
paid

(¢) Wpto June 1980 .. eight instalments are
paid

{d) During the half year ending December 1980,
borrower gets into financial diffieulty and
credit institution agrees to reschedule the
payment programme and agrees to recover
balance loan amount of Rs. 1,200 in four

- quarterly instalments of Rs. 400 each and

. borrower pays two quarterly instalments
up to December 1980 and one quarterly
instalment up”to June 1981.

In the above case, claim for interest subsidy will be
made as under : - ’ :
Claim Period Clalm Amount

- .. Interest charged during the period

Fune 1979
from grant of loan to 30th June
1979, .

Decgmber 1979 .. No claim

June 1980 . Interest charge during Ist. July

1979 to 30th June 1980.

Interest cuarged during st July
1980 to 31st December 1980.

. Interest charged during 1st January
1981 to date of adjustment of loan,

i’)ecembcf 1980 ..
June 1981

(i) A farmer is granted crop loan of Rs. 500 payable
in September 1978 .but the loan is repaid in
December 1978 as per reschedule due date,
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of all the banks concerned will prepare bills

‘bankwise and present the same to the Treasury
Officer with the request to issue crossed cheques

in favour of the link branches nominated by

the banks in accordance with (i) above ; the

said competent authority will collect the cheques

from the Treasury and arrange to send the

same to the link branches concerned. This will

apply in the case of the districts where the che-

que system of payment i§ in operation. Where

the,cheque system of payment is yet to be in-

{)roduced, the competent authority will prepare

ills and- get it passed by the Treasury Officer

" with endorsement in favour of the link branches
concerned. After Treasury Officer has givén

pay order, the bills will be handed over to the

"competent -authority who will then send the
bills to' the link branches conterned for en-

cashment from the State Bank.

(iii) of

institution at the end of each half year ending
June and December. This claim will;be made
by individual branches/offices of the credit
institution concerned who will forward appli--
cations in the prescribed from (as per Form III)

. to the competent authority as soon as possible
after the end of the relevant half year.

@iv)

will be preferred by the Manager/Branch
Manager of ‘the Cenfral Co-operative Bank in
whose jurisdiction the Society operates. How-
ever, in respect of Co-operative Societies
adopted by Commercial Banks, their claims
for the interest subsidy will be forwarded by
. the respective branch of the bank to when

‘they are ceded. In such cases, the respon=
sibility with regard to the correctness of the
.claim will bé entirely of the Co-operative Society
‘concerned. S ;

7. After the credit institution has credited interest
subsidy to the loan/savings account (as the case may
be) of the borrower, it will not be a party to a dispute
arising about the validity of claim on any ground
whatsoever. : :

" 8. The scheme will be applicable in respect of ad-

“vances disbursed on or after 1st July, 1978.

9. The State Government reserves the right to modify»

- alter of amend any or all of these rules in such manner

In this case, claim for.full interest charged -

will be made while submitting claim for half
year ended December 1978, ' ‘

6. The State Government will nominate competen$
authority at district level (such as D/M./P.A.0./D.1.O.)
to deal with the drawing and disbursement of interest
subsidy under this scheme. ' B

(i) Each bank through a nominated link bra))ch
having its office at district headquarters shall
present to consolidated list of claims on account
of interest accrued/charged covering all branches
of the particular bank in the district.

. (ii) The competent authority of the Government
nominated under (i) above after receiving the
consol dated list of claims from thelink branches!

o

as it may deem fit.

FORM 1

Declaration by “Farmer’ under West Béngal
Government Subsidy Scheme

P
son of Shri.. .. .. ...
aged.... .. e000....yeQIS,
et neere et , Post Office.. .. .. .. .. .. ..,
district............. .....being desirous of availing
myself of financial assistance from the..............
...... eiseee...n.Situated at.. L. L il
make this declaration that my land holding for any
agricultural purpose does not exceed four acres of irri-
gated land or six acres of unirrigated land.

Date : ‘
Place : B R EEERERRRLS
(Signature of Declarant)

‘An application for the payment of the subsidy
under the scheme will be made by the credit .

The claim in respect of Co-operative Societies -

residing at............ -



GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL.

Finance Deparfment
Banking Branch

239(39)-Bank/B-98/78, dated Calcutta, the 2lst
May 1979 :

No.

From—Shri N. K. ZUTSHI, Deputy Secretary.
To—District Magistrate/ Deputﬂ' Commissioner,

Sir,

In connection with Interest Subsidy Scheme clari-’
fications have been sought for from time to time by
officials of Banks and Government. All these queries
along with their answers are enclosed herewith for
your information.

Yours faithfully,

N. K. ZUTSH],
Deputy Secretary.

: {
Enclo : As stated above.

Queries and suggested ansWers

Q. 1. From District Magistrate, Midnapore (cp. 66).

0

Is there any limit to the number of people eligible

in each district for the .Interest Subsidy Scheme? :

A.(i) There is no limit. All persons found eligible under
clauses (a), (b), (c). The types of credit facilities which
will entitle the borrower to interest subsidy are specified
in clauses 1(d)(@), (ii) and (iii) ;

Q.2. From Additional District Magistrate, Midnapore
(cp. 67) .

Q) Nomination of authority for‘detcrmining small
farmers.

(ii) Clarification on Parchas.

A.2(i). The Junior Land Reforms Officer or any
other officer in the district nominated by the: Collector
in this regard may issue the certificates.

A.2(ii) Parchas mentioned in Interest Subsidy Scheme
should include certificates given by Revenue Officer
under sections 50-51 of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Act in respect\of bargadars. . :

Q.3. From District Magistrate, West Dinajpur (1p.
78-79)

(i) Who will draw and disburse interest subsidy
under the scheme ? S '

(ii) Which of the two definitions given in SFDA
Scheme and Interest Subsidy Scheme defining “small
* farmers” is to be taken into account?

(iii) Whether persons (small farmers) getting subsidy
through SFDA/IRD Scheme are entitled also to get
subsidy under the Interest Subsidy Scheme.

(iv) If a small farmer who is a-member of a -primary
cociety will be enitled to receive subsidyfor theinterest:
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If so, whether the'society in turn will place the claim -
for disbursement of the subsidy. : :
(v) It'has beén suggested that the entire season should

?g7c8:overed instead of a pagticular date, te., Ist July

" A.3(i) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioncr of
each district will act as Drawing ard Disbursing OTicer.
In this connection Finance Department (Banking
Group) Memo No. 204-Bank/B-98/78, dated .7th
October 1978, may be referred to.

A 3(ii) Definitien given at clause 1(b) of the Interest
Subsidy Scheme will be applicable here.

T A3 Yes.

A.3(iv) In terms of clause 4 of the Intercst Subsidy
S-che.me,.the.mdividual borrower and not the credit ins-
titution is eligible for the Iqtei‘est Subsidy. However, the
procedure for claiming subsidy in respect of these
persons will be governed by clause 4 of the Interest
Subsidy Scheme. ’

A. 3(v) The benefits given under the Interest Subsidy
Scheme cannot be given retrospective effect.

Q.4. From Bank of Tadia (cp. 80)

(i) The name of the appropriate authority who —will
issue certificates as regards small farmer in the districts
where SFDA is not functioning. :

(ii) Whether. the borrowers of Calcutta Metropolitan
and Howrah Industrial area will also be considered
under the scheme.

A. 4(i) The Junior Land Reforms Officer or any other
officer m_dls_tnct nominated by the Collector in this
regard will issue certificates.

‘

A. 4(ii)) The scheme is meant for the entire State
of West Bengal. :

Q.5." From Indian. Overseas Bank (cjx. 81)

. . ..

(i) Whether there is any limit to theamount of loan
that can be granted under Interest Subsidy Scheme to
the small farmers and share-croppers ?

(i) Whether there is any limit on drawal of Interest
%%lgsxdy? Scheme by the Drainwg and Disbursing
cer ?

A. 5(i) So far Interest Subsidy Scheme is ~ concerned
maximum amount of.credit facility shéuld not exceed -
Rs. 2,000.00. for Working Capital requirements and
Rs. 5,000.00 for Capital Expenditure as stated in.cluase
1(D) of Interest Subsidy Scheme.

A. 5(ii) There is no such limit. It has been clearly
‘mentioned in paragraph 3 .of G.O. No. 204-Bank/
B-98/78 of 7th October 1978 that the amount of intetest
subsidy may be drawn without allotment of fund
therefor., - ) :
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Finance Department
Banking Branch -

No. 355(15)-Bank, dated Calcutta, the 10th July 1979
From—Shri P. K BANERII, Joint Secretary,

To—The District Magxstrate/Deputy Commlssmner‘

...............................

Subject :  Interest Subsidy Scheme.
Sir, : .
I am directed by order of the Governor to refer to
this Department Circular letter No. 306(32)-Bank,

dated 12th October'1978, enclosing a copy of the Interest -

Subsidy Scheme in respect of share-croppers, small
farmers and. self-employed persons and to state that
with a view to removing certain operational difficulties,

the Governor has been pleased to modify the schem® -

in-the manner prescribed below :

Paragraph 4 to be entirely substituted as under :
“4, InMayand November every year, link branches
of banks will submit advance claims of interest
subsidy under this scheme pertaining to periods
January-June and July-December respectively
to the competent authority in Form No. III
mentioning total amount of interest due on
loans to the eligible category of borrowers.”

2. On receipt of the claim from the link branch, as
- aforesaid, the competent authority will place, at the

disposal of the said branch, 75 per cent. of the amount
claimed, whereafter, the link branch receiving allot-
ment, will adjust the amount of interest recoverable
from the borrower concerned so that the borrower is
thereby relieved of the payment of interest to the extent
of subsidy sanctioned in his favour under this scheme.

3. The link bank branches will submit supplementary
claims under this s¢heme to the ‘‘competent authority”

if the amount allotted as aforesaid is not found adequate’

to meet all the interest charges of all the eligible borrow-
‘ers; and, if there is surplus, that surplus, after adjust-
ment, may be carried over for adjustment during the
subsequent period with the approval of the Government.

4. The “competent authority”, upon receipt of the

_supplementary claim, will immediately obtain funds
“for the purpose from Government and arrange to pay
the required sum to the respective link Bank branches.

Form III attached to the Interest Subs1dy Scheme
may be modified in the following manner :—

The words “to be” to be inserted between the words

“Amount of Interest” and ‘charged” and in -

the certificate portion, against item (iv) the words
“to be”’ inserted between the words ‘“‘amount”
and ““debited to borrowers accounts”.

5. Clause (v) of the Certlﬁcate in Form IIT will
o¢ dcemed to have been ‘omitted.

6. The link Bank branches will submit utilisation
certificates in respect of fundsfor interest subsidy,
placed at their disposal, to the: “competent authority”.

Yours faithfully,

P.-KI'BANERJEL,
Joint Sécretary.

4

N

“Sir,

No. 355/15(16)-Bank - |
Copy forwarded for infqrmation to— v‘%

.......................................
..................................

..................................

Finance (Banking) Department,
Calcutta,

P. K. BANERIJI,
The 10th July 1979.

Joint Secretary.

No. ‘355(15)/16/(1)-Bank

Copy forwarded to the Finance (Budget) Department 3:
for information. . '

Finance (Banking) Department,
Calcutta, .

P. K. BANERIJI,
The 10th July 1979.

Joint Secretary.

[

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Finance Department
Banking Branch

No. 356—Bank dated Calcutta, the 10th July 1979

From—Shrl P. K. BANERIJ], Jomt Secretary,
To—The Accountant-General, West Bengal.

Subject : Interest Subsidy Sclteme. :

I am directed to invite a reference to Government
order No. 204-Bank, dated 7th October, 1978 regarding
Interest Subsidy Scheme introduced by Government
with effect from 1st July, 1978 in respect of share-croppers
small farmers and self-employed persons with a view to
relieving them of the burden of interest payment if the
loans taken by them from credit 1nst1tutlons arc repaid
in time on normal terms and conditidns. .

2. Iam, therefore, directed by order of the Governor
to say that the Governor has been pleased to sanction
funds amounting to Rs. 4.75 lakh (Rupees four. lakh
and  seventy-five thousand): for expenditure under the .
Interest Subsidy Scheme circulated with letter No. 206- i
Bank, dated 12th October 1978 (a copy of which has '
already been furnished to him) for the half-year ended ‘
the 30th June 1979, as detailed below :

IR T i UGN

Rs.
(1) District Magistrate, Burdwan 25,000
(2) District Magistrate, 24-Parganas 50,000
(3) District Magistrate, Midnapore 50,000
(4) District Magistrate, Howrah ' 50,000
(5) District Magistrate, Hooghly 50,000
(6) District Magistrate, Nadia 25,000
(7) Disirict Magistrate, Murshidabad .. 25,000
(8) District Magistrate, West Dinajpur .. = 25,000
(9) District Magistrate, Malda 25,000
(10) District Magistrate, Bankura 25,000
(11) District Magistrate, Birbhum 25,000
(12) Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling 25,000
(13) Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri . 25,000 .
(14) Deputy Commissioner, Cooch Behar .. 25,000
"(15) Deputy Commissioner, Purulia 25,000
' 4,75,000




3. The charges on account of interest subsidy will
proceed against the head “Subsidies for Interest Liabi=
lities in respect of Share-croppers, Small Farmers and
Self-employed Persons—Grants-in-aid/Contribution,
etc.” the opening of which was already sanctioned
under G.O. No. 204-Bank, dated 7th October, 1978,
under the head *“295—Other Social and Community
Services—V—Other Expenditure—Non-Plan”. Funds
under the abovementioned head will bg provided by
reappropriation or otherwise in due course to cover
the current year’s charge.

4. As per the Interest- Subsidy Scheme ‘the link
" branches of the respective banks will submit claims to
the competent authority, the District Magisirate/Deputy
Commissioners concerned, who will place at the disposal
of the concerned link bank branch, submitting the claims,
funds for the purpose.

S. The District  Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner
of the respective district is hereby declared as the
Drawing and Disburshing Officer for the purpose of
interest subsidy under the scheme.

Yours faithfully,
P. K. BANERIJI,
o Joint Secretary.

) -

No. 356/1/(51)-Bank

“Copy forwarded for information and necessary
action to—

(1) The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner, .

......................

_ If further funds are required, it should. be
justified with reference to actual up-to-date

expenditure and anticipated requirement under
the scheme.
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.................................
..........................................

(3) Development and Planning Department, '
Government of West Bengal, Raj Bhavan,
Calcutta-700001.

'(4) Agriculiﬁre Department, Government of West
Bengal, Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta. C
(5) Co-operation Department, Government of West
Bengal, Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta.

(6) Panchayat and Community Development
Department, Government of - West Bengal,
Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta.

The Pay and Accounts Officer, Calcutta Pa
and Accounts Office, Civil Defence Buildings,
82/2/2 Phears Lane, Calcutta-700012.

ay

(8) Treasury Officer,........ e [P

..........................................

Finance (Banking) Departinent,
; Calcutta,

P. K. BANERII,
. The 10th July 1979.

Joint Secretary.

No. 356/1/(51)/1-Bank

" Copy forwarded to the Finance (Budget) Department,
Government of .West Bengal, Writers’ Buildings, Cal-
cutta, for information. :

Finance (Bapking) Dc’partment,'
Calcutta,

_ P. K. BANERIJI,
* The 10th July 1979.

Joint Secretary.



CHAPTER V

GOVERNMENT OF WES 1 BENGAL

. Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section C, Comp. Branch

No. 15714(30) Estt. (Comp.), dated Calcutta, the 3rd
December 1979

To

Reforms)/(Comp.),.ceueniiineiiiiiiniiniiieineenen,

(2) The District Compensation Officer,...............

.............................................................

Subject :  Simplification of procedure for payment of
compensation to the low and middle income
group of intermediaries ‘undex the Estates

Acquisition Act.

The undersigned is directed to say that Government
_have decided to simplify the procedure for payment of

comgensation to the low and middle income group® of .

intermediaries, i.c., whose net annual] income did not
exceed Rs. 5,000 (i.e., total compensation Rs. 70,000).

2. The Board of Revenue has accordingly been
pleased to lay down the following procedure for making
payment of compensation to the intermediaries whose
net annual income did not exceed Rs. 5,000 :—

(i) Instead of obtaining information and details
of all arrear Government dues, viz.,*land
revenue, cesses, taxes, etc., recoverable under
section 7 in respect of an intermediary, a
certain percentage of the total compensation
excluding interest charges may be deducted,
viz., 2 per cent. of the total compensation in
the case of net annual income not exceeding
Rs. 250 and 5 per cent. of the total compen-
sation in the case of net annual income exceed-
ing Rs. 250 but not exceeding Rs. 5,000.

(il) The amount so deducted shall be credited by
Treasury challan by the Compensation Officer
to the Land Revenue Receipt Budget (029—
Land Revenue) and not in the Suspense
Account. A certificate of such deductions
shall be communicated to all concerned.

(iii) Priorities for such adjustments shall be as laid

down in section 26(2) of the Estates Acquisition -

Act,

(iv) Such payments shall, however, be made
subject to execution and registration of an

indemnity bond by the intermediary to the

effect that if there be any balance of arrear
Government dues left unrecovered from him»
. Government shall have the right to recover
the balance amount as an arrear of land
revenue under the Public Demands Recovery
Act. The indemnity bond shall be presented
before the Compensation Officer for acceptance
before registration. Payment need not be

14

(1) The Additional District Magistrate (Land

\

held up till receipt of the original registered
bond, such payment being made on the basis
of the certified copy of the bond. Further,
where the total compensation doés not exceed
Rs. 250, indempity bond need not be insisted
upon. :

(v) The above procedure shall not apply to cases:

(a) hit by Civil Rule or Civil Suit, (b) cases
covered by proviso to section 7(1) and (c)
cases with net annual income above Rs. 5,000.

(vi) In respect of the Compensation Assessment

Rolls covered by surplus vested land and not
hit by Civil Rule/Civil Suit, payment need
not be deferred till recéipt of the possession
certificate from the Junior Land Reforms
Officer.

' (vii) Payment shall be made afterthe e)ﬂc-intermediary

concerned have duly sworn affidavit and also
executed a registered indemnity bond stating
that (a) he ‘has surrendered possession of
the lands as per schedule shown in the Com-
pensation Assessment Roll; (b) he has not
filed any Civil Suit or Civil Rule nor he shalt
ever file any rule or suit challenging vesting
of such land; and (c) he has not settled or
transferred any portion of such land with
any one else after the date of vesting which
may attract the provisions of- section 25(3A)
of the Estates Acquisition Act.

(viii) Indemnity bond need not be insisted upon

where total compensation does not exceed
Rs. 250.

(ix) The form of affidavit and indemnity bond has

been settled by the Board of Revenue, indem-

" .nity bond shall be presented before the Com-

®

(xi)

pensation Officer for acceptance before regis-
tration. :
Damage fee in respect of surplus land shall be
assessed by the Compensation Officer acting
as Collector at the rate of Rs. 10 per acre up to
the date of enforcement of amended section
10(6) of, the Estates Acquisition Act, i.e.,
up to 29th June 1975 and realised from the
compensation money,

There may be cases where such lands were
taken possession of or yet to be taken posses-
sion of (after 29th June 1975). With a view
to safeguarding the interest of Government
an indemnity bond may be obtained from the
intermediary to the effect that the damage
fee, if any recoverable, shall be realised from
him as a public demand under the Public
Demands Recovery ,Act. The form of in-
demnity bond has been settled by the Board
of Revenue. d

(xii) Ad interim payments already made to such

intermediaries shall be adjusted against the
compensation money in the manner. -laid
down in section 12 of the Act. In order to
expedite  payment of final ' compensation

- after adjustment of ad interim payments made,

a statement shall be prepared by the District
Compensation Officer in respect of AI Camp
Intermediaries, i.e., Inter-District Intermediaries



including those against which final payment
has already been made. The statement shall
show the name and other particulars of the
" intermediary, case number, roll number, net
annual income and the total gross income of
the roll and the amount of ad interim payments
made, with T/V number and date/date of
delivery of the bill and circulated amongst
all the District Compensation Officers of the
State, The District Compensation Officer
concerned shall prepare an  alphabetical
index on receipt of such statements, verify
- Compensation Assessment Rolls of each dis-
trict and if it is found that another roll in the
name of the same intermediary has been

published in his district thereby affecting the-

slab, ‘a reference shall be sent to the District
Compensation Officer of the district where-
from the AI Camp Roll had been published
along with other reports, such as, attachment,
_objection, etc., where the slab is not affected
payment shall be made from the respective
district after adjustment of the ad interim
payments made with intimation to the district
concerned. The statement should be verified
and checked by the Compensation Officer
himself and also authenticated by the District
Compensation Officer. This work should be
completed within 31st December 1979, -

3. The form of the indemnity bond and the affidavit
settled by the Board of Revenue is sent herewith.

4. Sufficient copies of the circular along with the
indemnity bond and affidavit forms are enclosed for
circulation amongst all concerned. .

5. 'A monthly progress report of disposal of cases
in the enclosed proforma should reach the Board by
the 31st January 1980. _ 4

A. XK. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and ex officio
‘ Secretary, :
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

!

Memo. No. 15714/1(76}-Comp.

Copy forwarded to the—

(1) .Commissioner,.................. Division,....... creeed

(2) Collector/Deputy Commissioner,..........ec..... s

(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal, . .

(4) Settlement Officer,................. SR s

(5) Subdivisional Compensation Officer,............

for information..
A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and ex officio *
Calcutta, ‘ Secretary,
The 3rd December 1979, Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

Non-Judicial stamp of Rs. 3
(Such stamp being not available now it should be
of the denomination of Rs. 5)
BEFORE THE MAGISTRATE FIRST CLASS AT

N susssesscessrstsescctstereconsone

aged about............ years, by faith............... , by

Profession...........ccovvencuniennennes , resident of...........
P.Sueterieereerienreenreeseeeiens T2 o1 R

do hereby solémnly affirm and say as follows :

(1) That I am an “intermediary’’ within the meaning
of section 2(i) of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition
Act, 1953 (hereinafter mentioned as the' said Act),
and am- entitled to receive compensation from the
State of West Bengal under the said Act for my rights
and interests in my estates which have vested -in the ,
said State under the said Act, including my excess

~ khas lands, which have so vested

or

(a) That "my father/husband/grandfather, etc.,
Late .ovviriiiiiriieiiigiienieece e, e was an
“intermediary”’ within the meaning of section 2(i) of
the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 '(herein-
after mentioned as the said Act), and died intestate on
................................. while he had already been
entitled to receive compensation from the State of
West Bengal under the said Act for his rights and in-
terests in his estates, which had vested in the said State
under. the said Act, including his excess khas lands,
which have so vested ;

(b) That on his demise I have succeeded him as his
sole heir and legal representatives to receive the
entire compensation money payable to him/myself
with the other persons, named herein below, havé
sycceeded him, in such share as mentioned "against the
name of each such person, as his heir(s) and legal
representative(s) to receive the compensation money

" payable to him ;

Names of heirs/legal Relationship
representatives with  Share of. with the
address each deceased
(1 (i) - (1)

N ~

\-

(2) That with respect of the said compensation
piyment I/my such spredecessor-in-interest had ad in-
terim compensation case/our cases bearing No/Nos;

...... eenerenenesesanennes OF coieni L in thE district/
districts of .....oevviviiiiiieniiiiininn, under section 12(i)

of the said Act wherefrom I/he have/had received the
following amounts as ad interim/special payments,

ViZe, (2) veveviererieeerveeeeiereneens from district ............
eeeeererareseaens y (B)  erereereennan, e from
QISEECE vevvveereeereavereesreenneennnns () TR
from diStrict .....oooeeiiiiiiiiii
totalling to a sum of Rs. .....cocvevinnninnnnn. evereeene
. A Final Compensatin Roll, bearing No. ...............
Of viriiveeeericireeeane, having been passed from......

Ceverenes reveevennne Settlement Compensaton Camp under



sections 14 and 15 of the said Act a Final Compensation
Payment case being No. .................. of ccc.oe ev—————

in my/his name in district............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn,

(3) That in the said Roll the details of the lands
against the interest of which compensation has become
payable have been included. To my knowledge no
other Compensation. Assessment Roll have. been
prepared and/or published in my/my said predecessoi-
m-interests’ name from the said Settlement Compen-
- sation Camp or any other Settlement Compensation
Camp.

(4) That details of all lands of miyself on my prede-
cessor-in-interest which have vested in the State under
the said Act, have been shown in the said Final Roll.
I declare that besides the lands mentioned in the said
Final Roll, no other land of mine/my said predecessor-
in-interest has, to my knowledge, ,vested in the State
and no compensation has been payable to me/my
said predecessor-in-interest except for the interests
mentioned in the said Final Roll. :

(5) That I say that I/my sald predecessor-in-interest
am/was the sole and absolute owner and in possession
of the khas lands shown in the said final Roll, till the
date of vesting and I/my said predecessor-in-interest
have not affected/did not effect any transfer thereof in
any other way thereafter. I/my said predecessor-in-
interest have/had made over possession of the said
khas lands to the said State and since then the State is
in possession of the same. If, however, it transpired
and established hereafter that I/my said predecessor-in-
interest and/or anybody else possessed used and
occupied the same for and on behalf of myself/my
said predecessor-in-interest for any period after the
date of vesting I shall be liable for payment of damages
for the same for that period at the prescribed rate and
. undertake to pay the same to the State.

(6) That in case of it being\ transpired and

cstablished hereafter that'.any other Compensation

Assessment Roll was prepared and published in mine/my
said predecessor-in-interests’ name from any other
_Compensatxo_n Camp and I/my said predecessor-in-
interest' received payment against the same from any
dnstnc( and the gross income therein, if added to the
gross income in the aforesaid. Comepnsation Assess-
ment Roll No. , of

..............................

would have changed the total gross income so as to

affect the slab and consequently the total amount of
compensation payable to me/my said predecessor-in-
Interest, resulting in excess payment in the instant
Final Compensation Case I undertake to refund to the

said State Government the amount so found to be paid
in excess. ‘ . '

(7) That I/my said predecessor-in-interest have/had
not instituted any suit proceedings or obtained any
Civil Rule or Order challenging and/or disputing the
legality/validity of the vesting of any of the said interests
in khas land as mentioned in Annexure A qua the
aforesaid Compensation Assessment Roll and Civil
Suit and/or Civil Rule is not pending therefor, I
undertake not to challénge the same thereafter and/or
to help anybody else in challenging the same in any
Court of Law hereafter.

(8) That there is no order of attachment under
section 26 and/or order of the Colléector directing
recovery of any sort of arrear dues under section 7
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of the said Act nor there exists any other order of
attachment and/or recovery either from any Court
of Law.or any other authority for any other purpose
‘against the compensation money payable to me/my
said predecessor-in-interest qua myself' and/or his
other legal heirs and representatives. ,

(9) That to avoid delay by way of collection of
details of all arrear dues to the Government, viz., land
revenue, cesses, taxes, etc., recoverable under section 7
of the said Act and the consequent delay in my recei-
ving payment of compensatin against the instant
Final Compensation Case I suggest and agree to a
deduction of 2 (two) per cent. 5 (five) per cent. of the
total ‘compensation amount payable to me therein,
If, however, it ultimately transpires that the same
was not sufficient to cover the said arrear dues I under-
take to pay the balance to the Government on demand.

(10) That in case of detection and establishment
of any excess payment of compensation amouant to me
hereafter on any other account other than taking into
atcounts the items covered by paragraph (9) above
I undertake to refund the said amount soon after I am
served with a notice therefor under section 25(2) of
the said Act. ‘

(11) That the statements made above are true to !

my knowledge.

' THIS DEED OF INDEMNITY made this the

day of.............cceereen..One thousand nine
hundered and seventy-pine by.,............ A ,
son of/wife of ... ......... residingat..................
PS...... e , district, ........oiilL

as the Intermediary/Successor of the ' Intermediary
(which expression shall, unless otherwise excluded by
or répugnant to the context, always include his/their
heirs, legal representatiyes, successors, executors,
‘administrators and assigns) of the FIRST PART,
hereinafter called EXECUTANT in favour of the
Governor of the State of West Bengal (which expression

* shall, unless otherwise excluded by or repugnant to

the context, always include the officers, representatives
and assigns of the Government of West Bengal) of
the SECOND PART. _ N

WHEREAS till before the vesting, under section 5
pursuant to the notifications, dated the 15th day of
April 1%55 and the 14th day of April 1956, issued under
section 4 of the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act,
1953 (Act I of 1953), hereinafter mentioned at the said

Act, of the various interests in lands of Shri/Late

.......................... the INTERMEDIARY,
as defined under section 2(i) of the said Act, in the
State of West Bengal the said intermediary had valid
and absolute right, title and interest in the lands so
vested and covered by the Finally Published Compen-
sation Assessment Roll No. ...........cooonnent .
' Settlement Camp), the payment of com-

............

| pensation wherefor under the provisions of the said

Act is the subject-matter of Final Compensation Case
NO. vvvvnrvennen of district .........covnn and is the

: res‘.)onsibiiity of the said Government ;

AND WHEREAS the District. Compensation Officer,
. , has issued a notice to the

.......................

-amount, covered by the said Compensation Assessment



-

Roll, subject to coinpliance/fulﬁlment of certain acts
requirements by the said Intermediary/Successors of
the Intermediary ;

AND WHEREAS ,in compliance of the said notice

of offer the Intermediary/Successor of the Intermediary

has/have by an affidavit m}bmift‘éd\@etails of all the -

landed properties of the Intermediary, which have
vested in the said State have been stated in the said
Compensation Assessment Roll AND has/have further
declared that no other vested property has been left
out AND no other Compensation Assessment Roll
has been prepared and published in the name of the
Intermediary with respect to any other vested property
from any other Settlement Compensation Camp Office
AND no payment has been made against any such Roll ;

AND WHEREAS in the said affidavit the said

Successors of the Intermediary have averred that the™

said Intermediary died intestate on........ mentioning
therein the name of all the heirs and legal representatives
of the deceased ; ‘ .

AND WHEREAS the said Intermediary/Successors
of the Intermediary also averred that he/their prede-
cessor-in-interest had/had -made over possession of the
vested khas land, as mentioned on the said Compen-
sation Assessment Roll pursuant to the provisions. of
the said Act ;

AND WHEREAS the said Intermediary/Successors
. of the Intermediary has{have further declared that
he/they is/are not in possession of such vested khas
land AND he/their predecessor-in-interest/they has/
had/have not instituted any suit, proceedings or
obtained any Civil Rule or order -challehging
and/or disputing the legality/validity of the vesting
of any of the said interest or assessment of any
compensation therefor and will not challenge the
same ; :

AND WHEREAS-in the said affidavit it has been
further averred that the Intermediary/the predecessor-
in-interest of the deponent or the successor of the
Intermediary or the deponent has not effected/did
not effect any Settlement and/or. transfer of the said
vested khas lands in any ‘manner after the date of
vesting ; - .

AND WHEREAS the Intermediary/Suocessonﬁs of
the Intermediary has/have agreed to undertake the -

éntire liability for payment of damages at the prescribed

rate of Rs. 10 per acre up to 29th June 1975 for the use,

occupation and possession of such vested khas land,

if it be found and established hereafter that he/they

was/were in such use, occupation and possession thereo

for any period after the said making over of possession
. for such period ; '

' AND WHEREAS the Intermediary/Successors of the
_Intermediary also agreed to refund such amount as
he/they may be receiving in excess in payment of
compensation against the aforesaid Compensation
Assessment Roll gua the Final Compensation Case
owing to the publication of any other Compensation
Assessment Roll for any other interest in any other
landed property ather than those covered by the
aforesaid Compensation Assessment Roll gua Annexure
to the affidavit qua Final Compensation Case affecting
the gross income, slab and the amount_ of payable
compensation ;

~
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AND WHEREAS to avoid delay in connection with'
collection of details of arrear Government dues, viz.,
land revenue, cesses, taxes, etc., and consequent delay
in finalising payment of Compensation the Intermediary/
Successors of the Intermediary has/have agreed to a
deduction of 2 per cent./5 per cent. of the total compen-
sation payabie to the said Intermediary for being
adjusted with the said arrears, and to pay the balance,
if any, fell due aftet such adjustment.. :

AND WHEREAS the Intermédiary/Successors of the
Intermediary has/have alsa- agreed to refund the
amount, if any, paid to him/them by way of ad interim/
special payment in excess of what was payable.

NOW THIS INDEMNITY BOND WITNESSETH
that in pursuance of these agreements and in consi-
deration' of a sum  of Rs. payable as
final compensation and lest due to the default and
laches of the Intermediary/Successors of the Inter-
mediary the State Government may suffer any financial
loss hejthey agree/agrees and firmly bound unto the
said Governor to always indemnify and keep the said
Governor harmless from such loss and by forthwith
refunding to the said Governor the amounts as may be
determined and demanded and in that event this Bond
or Obligation shall be discharged and fully satisfied
failing which the same shall remain in force and continue
and the Intermediary/Successors of the Intermediary do
hereby agree that in case of his/their failure and neglect
to pay on demand any such sum on any of the accounts
mentioned herein before the said Government or
Government of West Bengal shall havg the right and be
at liberty to realis¢ the sum so demanded as Public
Demand under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery

~ Act or otherwise according to law with such interest

thereon as allowed under the law. ‘

IN. WITNESS WHEREOF the Intermediary/
Successors of the Intérmediary Shri /Shri/
Shrimati subscribe to these
presents . the day, month and  year first
abovewritten. ,

Signed and sealed in the presence of—

o \
Addrcss—

-

@
Address—

Accepted signed and sealed by

- District Compensation Officer - for

and on behalf of the Governor of the State of West
Bengal on the day of .Ona
thousand nine hundred and seventy-nine in presence of—

'

@

-~ Address—
@
Address— : ‘
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Enclosure to Board of Revenue Memo. No. 15714(3:0)-Estt. (Comp.)/7ll/79,‘ dated 3rd December 1979

PROFORMA

Monthly Progress Report showing the payment of Compensation under the Estates Acqulsmon Act for the month of
in the dlStI'lCt of ,

Up to From 1-4-1979 During the From 1-4-1979

-3-1979 to 31-12-1979  current month _to date
O (ii) S (D) @iv)
(1) Total No. of C.A. Rolls recelved by the
D.C.O.: .
(2) Amount involved : e T , | !
(3) Total No. of C.A. Rolls consxgned to
Record Room :
(a) ‘Nil’ Rolls : ..
(b) For lack of response or non-com-
pliance of offer notice :
(c) After final payment : . v
(4) Total No. of rolls physically verified:
(5) Total No. of cases/rolls against which
payment has been made and the
amount involved :-
(a) Ad interim : e .. » L
(b) Annuity : . . 4
(¢) Final : .. .. e : -
{6) Total No. of rolls pendmg for issue of .
offer notice : .. ' 2
{(7) Total No. of rolls pending after recelpt - , ' o ’

of Verified Statements from the
ex-intermediaries :

(8) Total No. of rolls pendmg for despatch
to Record Room : |

(a) “Nil’ Rolls :

(b) Due to lack of response to oﬁ'er -
notice : .. .. e

(c) After payment :
»

L4

N.B—1. Column (ii), i.e., progress from 1st-April 1979 to 31st December 1979, may be dropped in Monthly Returns
after January, 1980.

2, The 1st Monthly Return covering up to 3lst January 1980 must reach Shl‘l T. P, Roy, Officer on Spec1a1
Duty, Board of Revenue, West Bengal by 20th February 1980 posmvely
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LAND REFORMS 3/80

Government of West Bengal
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-AI, G.E. Branch

No. 4070(15)-G.E. 269/79, dated Calcutta, the 18th;
: 20th March, 1980
To
The Addl. District Magistrate(LR)/
The Addl. Deputy Commissioner(LR),

................................................

Subject :
disposal of objections.

In Board’s memo. No. 3100(18)-G.E., dated 3.3.80
(LAND REFORMS 2/80), it 'has been enjonied that a
concerted drive should be taken to distribute all available
vested lands before the next sowing season and in any
case not later than 30.6.80.

_ patis. of the Zilla Parishads.

Distribution of vested agricultural land—

The difficulties standing in the way of quick distri-
bution were discussed:in details in a meeting of Com-

* missionets, D.Ms, A.D.Ms, Settlement Officers, etc.

held in the Rotunda on 12.3.80. Some of the officers

" present pointed out that delay was caused as the Unnayan

Parikalpana-O-Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samitis which

~ are functioning as the B.L.L.R.A.Cs are not finding

it possible to complete the enquiries on the objections
filed against irregular distribution. The number of
such objections is sizeable and obviously distribwiion
work will suffer to a large extent’ if such objections
cannot be disposed of quickly, and where pattas are
annulled under the due process of law, the lands covered

by such pattas are not distributed to the eligible bene-
ficiaries.

He is, therefore, requested ‘to identify the Land
Reforms Circles where delay is being caused due to
non-completion of enquiries by the members of the
B.L.L.R.A.C. and take up the matter with the Sabhapatis
of the Samitis concerned. It should be impressed
upon them that the programme of Government to-
complete distribution of vested lands within the next
sowing season cannot be successful unless such enquiries
are completed as expeditiously as possible. It will
also be advisable to take up the matter with the Sabhadhi-
It may be mentioned
that the Minister-in-Charge, Land & Land Reforms
Deptt. has already addressed the Sabhadhipatis of
the Zilla Parishads seeking active help and co-operation
from the Panchayatraj institutions in the matter of
quick distribution of vested lands. A copy of that
Ietter is enclosed.

- S. SINGH,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 4070/1(22)-G.E.

| Copy forwarded for information to—

" (1) The Commissioner, .................. rrerenns Division,

.......................................... EITETYY

(2) The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal.
(3) The Collector/Deputy Commgssxoner,

R Y R Y Y R T Y Y Y R TR T T TR T RS PP S I

S. SINGH,
Dated, Calcutta, Secretary,
the 20th March 1980.  Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
LAND REFORMS 4/80
Government of West Bengal

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-A.I, G E. Branch

No. 4156(18)-G.E. 269/79 dated Calcutta, the 20th
March, 1980 -

The AddL. District Magistrate (LR)/
The Addl. Deputy Commissioner (LR)

Subject :

A‘To

Distribution of vested agricultural land—
Preparation of priority lists.

A reference is invited to para 4 of Boatd’s memo. No.

- 6225(18)-G.E., dated 26-5-79, wherein it was enjoined



that the J.L.R.Os should place before the B.L.L.R.A.C.,
that is to say, the Unnayan Parikalpana-O-Bhumi
Sanskar Sthayée Samiti of the Panchayat Samiti the
lists of eligible,persons along with the schedules of
vested lands and seek its recommendations as to the -
beneficiaries to whom the lands should be distributed.
Subsequently on instructions from the Board of Revenue
schedules of vested lands have been sent to the Panchayat
Samitis of the L.R. Circles.

In a meeting of Commissioners, D.M.s, A.D.Ms.,
Settlement Officers etc. held in the Rotunda on 12-3-80
some of the officers pointed out that delay was caused
in the matter of distribution as some of the Sthayee
Samitis (a) insisted on preparation of fresh list of eli-
gible persons and (b) failed to make their recommenda-
tions due to various reasons.

The programme of distribution will suffer a setback
unless recommendations are made by the Sthayee
Samitis quickly. He is, therefore, requested to identify
the Blocks where delay is being caused due to the
reasons stated above and take up the matter with the
Sabhapatis of the Samitis. . It should be impressed
upon the members of the Sthayee Samitis that the
Samiti is competent only to alter/modify the priority
lists prepared by the J.L.R.Os. It will, therefore, not
be advisable for the Samitis to go in for a total revision
of the list. The list, if already prepared by the J.L.R.Os
in accordance with the instructions contained in Board’s
memo No. 1403(15)-G.E. dated 3.2.78 and No. 6225(18)- -
G.E., dated 26-5-79, should be accepted as the basis for
allotment of vested agricultural land to eligible persons, -
.. with such modifications as may be considered ntcessary
while disposing of claims and objections. Z The Sthayee
Samitis should also be requested to send their recommen-
dations to the J.L.R.Os as soon after the meetings as
possible so that the said officer may take up the follow-
up actlon from his end.

A report on the action taken may be sent to the Board
in due course.

S. SINGH,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 4156/1(67)-G.E.

\
i

Copy forwarded for information to —

(1) The Commissioner,.............. reeerareenns D1v1s1on,

(2) The District Magxstrate/Deputy Commissioner,
....... O

(3) The Subdivisional Officer, ' .

S. SINGH,
Dated Calcutta, Secretary,

the 20th March, 1980 Board of Revenue, West BengaI

_.\.__.
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" Dated, Calcutta, . ‘
the 2nid Apr11 1980. Land Reforms O fficer, West Bengal

»

. D. Bandyopadhyay, IAS.

4952(33)-G.E: 269/79, dated 2nd A;;ril, 1980 .
My dear,

Minister-in-Charge had wriiten a letter to all the

" Sabhadhipatis requesting them to hasten the process of

distribution of vested lands among the eligible persons.
You wiil agree with me that it will be a standing dis-
grace to the administration if we fail to distribute the
lands that are within our control particularly when the
land hunger among the landless and landpoor is so
acute. I would request you to involve the S.D.Os. to
chase up the matter with all the Panchayat Samitis
so that regular meetings of Unnayan Parikalpana

. Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samitis are held for recommen-

ding names of eligible persons. Cases of annulment
pending with the S.D.O.s should be promptly disposed-
of. The uncertainty that is there due to the non-disposal

-of annulment proceedings should be removed to bring
“about stability in the countryside.

In course of your
tours kindly make it.a point to enquire about this
matter from all the Sgbhadhipatis of Panchayat Samitis

and use your good offices with them for the completlon

of the task by 30th June 1980.

It is perhaps desirable to reflect for a moment the
enormous economic benefit that this programme will

~ bestow on the landless poor. The total amount of

land in the whole State available for distribution is
3.94 lakh acres. It can easily rehabilitate over 3ilakhs

landless household giving them permanent source of

income and employment benefit for years to come.
In a situation of growing poverty and marginalisation
of the peasantry this would be a major step for atleast
temporarily arresting the process of immiserisation.

) Yours sincerely, -
Memo. No. 4952/1(58)-G,E.
Copy to :— |
(1) D.L.R.&S., West Bengal.
(2) The Settlement Officer,........ rererneere e SRR

" (3) The Sub-divisional Ofﬁcer ............... e .
for mformatlon

- Illegible

LAND REFORMS 2/80
Government of West Bengal
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-Al, G.E. Branch

No. 3100(18) G.E. 269/79,. dated Calcutta, the 3rd
-March 1980
To . ' : )

The Additional District Magistrate(LR)/
The Additional Deputy Commissioner(LR),

L R R R EL S svsamsrsressascare

Subject.: Distribution of vested agricultural lands

- A reference is invited to Board’s memo. No. 6225(18)-
G.E,, dated 26th May 1979, wherein it was enjoined

Y



that distribution of available vested agricultural lands

should be completed by the sowing season of 1979.

2. A reyiew of distribution made so far in all the
districts has since. been made. A statement showing
the vested agricultural lands available for distribution
in each dlstrlct as on st January 1980 is enclosed. It
is evident that a sizable amount of land is stlll pending
for distribution in hxs district.

oA

3. Schedules of vested lands have since been sent
to the Panchayat Samitis in all the L.R. Circles. Also,
the Unnayan Parikalpana-O-Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee

65 .
No. 3100/1(117)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to—

(1) Commissioner,................... SR -..Division
. \

...................................

..........................................

-Samitis which have been entrusted with the functions

of B.L.L.R.A. Committees as envisaged under the
sub-rule 3(a) of Rule 20A of the W.B.L.R (Rules have
since been constituted in almost all the Panchayat
Samitis.
should not be any difficulty in distributing the avaJIable
vested lands.

-4, Helis, thcrcfore requested to take up the work of
distribution in right earnest so'that distribution of all
available lands in his district is completed by the next
sowing season and in any case not later than 30th June,
1980.

S. SINGH, /
“Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal

In view of the above circumstances, there

................................................

(5) P.S. to Minister-In-Charge, Land and Land
Revenue,

for information.
S. SINGH

Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West BengaI

Calcutta,
the 3rd March 1980.

/

Name of District

-

‘Area of land Area of land Area ofland Area of land Area of land

vested hit by injunc- free for distri-  distributed yet to be
tion " bution ‘ ' distributed

) _ Q- ~.3) @ o ® ©
24-Parganas . ‘oL 121514.85 38753.02 ' 82761.83 51870.06 30891.77
Howrah 6123.70 2281.07 . 3842.63 2257.39 1585.24
Nadia 23743.45 5929.00, 17814.45 -11269.00 6545.45
Murshidabad 51845.13 9972.79 41872.34 20772.09 21100.25
Burdwan .. .. 77528.53 20400.84 - 57127.69 31108.76 - 26018.93
Birbhum .. .. i 36880.81 §724.34 - 28156.47 18555.69 9600.78
Bankura 57003.69 - 8135.10 48868.59 33553.50 15315.09
Midnapore .. 264286.98 27235.31 237051.67 .  141712.70 95338.97
Hooghly 17543.64 4471.89 13071.75 7716.06 5355.69
Purulia 87883.58 12395.64 75487.94 32012.95 43474.99
Malda 79314.63 8314.21 71000°42 48531.39 22469.03
West Dinajpur 138947.97 13907.05 125040.92 76026.14 49014.78
‘Cooch Behar 58762.31, 2940.00 55822.31 42637.00 . 13185.31
- Jalpaiguri 116744.58 14486.34 112258.24 . 82424.74 " 29833.50
Darjeeling .. , 39056.31 986.76 38069.55 - 13612.75 24456.80
Total 1177180.16 168933.36 ©  1008246.80 614060.22 394186.58




No. 248-G.E. 517/79, dated Calcutta, the 11th/14th -

Government of West Bengal

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Section A.L, G.E. Branch

January 1980

To

The Addl. Deputy Comnusswner(L R. ), [
Purulia.

Subject :

Problem of alienation of trtbal lands.

Ref : His D.O, No. 143-AC dated 13.7.79.

The problem of alienation of lands belonging to tri-

bals has been exammed in depth by the Board of Revenue

The legal position is explained -below :—

@)

(@)

(iii)

Though in view of Section 3 and Chapter ITA
of the W.B.L.R. Act, the Chotonagpur Tenancy
Act, 1908 as adopted for West Bengal and as
modified by the Amendment Act of 1961
stands impliedly repealed with effect from the
date when the W.B.L.R. Act came into force
in the ceded areas of West Bengal, the force of
Chotonagpur Tenancy Act continues till the
W.B.L.R. Act came into force in those areas
in view of Sections 8 and 8A of the Bengal
General Clauses Act. Therefore, provisions of
Chotonagpur Tenancy Act can be applied in
cases of illegal transfer of lands belonging to
Tribals and other communities protected by
that Act.

Under Section 46A(2)(@) of the C.N.T. Act
such illegal transfer of lands of Scheduled Castes
or Scheduled Tribes or of Kurmi Community
shall stand forfeited to the State Govt. where
itis the landlord. From thedate of application
of the W.B.E.A. Act to those areas, all inter-
mediary interests vested in the State and the

~State Govt. became the landlord of each and

every raiyat. Therefore from that date onwards
any suchiillegal transfer should result in forfeiture
of the lands to the State Govt.

The question of limitation is not a problem in
C.N.T. Act. But the general law of limitation
is applicable in view of Section 230 of the said
Act. Accordingly it may appear that on
completion of adverse possession for 12 years
or more a non-tribal transferee may acquire a
title in the land, apart from the illegal transfer,

But that question does not arise at all because
in 1964 the State Govt. became the landlord
in ceded areas in view of application of W.B.E.A.
Act. Therefore from the year 1964 the period
of limitation as against the State Govt. is 30
years. Fortunately nobody has yet completed
such a long period of adverse possession from
the date of illegal transfer. So the problem
of limitation is not there.

2. The procedure which should be adopted in de”
claring the forfeiture, taking possession of lands and
also resettling the same should be as follows :—

(@)

A preliminary notice should be served on the
transferees asking them to produce previous

written permission of the Deputy Commissioner/ -

District Magistrate (including any other officer

enjoying the powers of a Deputy Commissioner/-
District Magistrate for the purpose within a

”®

(b)

©

reasonable penod to be specified by the ofﬁcer ’

having legal authority to forfeit illegally trans-
ferred land under the Act. o 4

e
If no such permission can be shown, an order
should be passed to the effect that the transfer
stood forfeited under Section -46A(2) of the
C.N.T. Act. The date of forfeiture should,
however, be after the date of application of the
W.B.L.A. Act -from  when the State Govt,

became the landlord.:

-For the ends of justice and keeping in view the

principles of natural justice the procedure laid
down in Order 21 Rule 35 of the Civil Procedure
Code read with the ancillary provisions should
be followed in delivering possession of the
lands to the persons with whom the lands so
forfeiture are settled, of course, before taking

-away possession from the transferee, a notice

@

@

for a short but reasonable period should be
served asking them to give up possession.

As regards settlement of such lands, the eligibi-
lity is confined only to certain communities as
stated in the prov1so to Sectlon 46(2) of the
C.NIT. Act.

Thus the order of forfeiture and the order of
delivery of possession should be two separate
orders, because in the meantime the land should
be settled with a particular person to whom
possession should be delivered. Normally, again

- for the ends of justice such lands should be

settled with the previous owners thereof just _
after declaring and passing an order of forfeiture.
When the previous owner, or his heirs/successors
are not available, settlement should be made

-according to prov1so to Section 46A(2) ibid.

After the settlement js made, the order of delivery
of possession should be made and then it w1ll
be followed by actual delivery of possession,
according to the Civil Procedure Code.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and (ex-gfficio)
Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Memo No 248/1(395)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to:— '
(1) The Commissioner, .........covseeinuveresnn
s DiVISION, oot ieriiiirnrerenniiiiiiarieiiiiinivae e s enenen
(2 The  District Maglstrate (L.R.)/Deputy
: Commissioner, . ... cocvvuuiv et
(3) The  Additional Dlstrxct Magistrate(L.R.)/

@

)
©)

Us

@®)

Additional Dy. Commissioner,............
The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal.

The Settlement Officer,..................
The Scheduled Caste and Tribal Welfare
 Department. ... ..coeevni it iiiiiaeiaa.

The Sub-divisional Officer,................
The Sub-divisional Land Reforms Officer,
Purulia

for information and necessary 'action.

ted Calcutta,

A. K. CHAKRABORTI
Special Officer and (ex-officio)
Secretary,

the 11th January 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

[



' GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
CONFIDENTIAL

. Office of the Board of. Revenue, West Bengal
" Section A-I, G.E. Branch

No. 8992(15)-G.E., 250/80, dated Calcutta, the 17th
. June 1980.

To—
The Collector/Deputy Commissioner,..........

Reference is invited to the meeting held at Rotunda
on June -17th; 1980 regarding Administrative Guide
Lines for settlement of disputes relating to cultivation
.-and harvesting. The Standing Guide Lines issued
by the Board of Revenue in July, 1979 (a copy of which
is enclosed), should be strictly followed both in letter
and in spirit. In settling disputes relating to cultivation
and harvesting lawful protection to the bargadars and
assignees of vested lands to which they are entitled
under’ various laws should be ensured. Particular
attention is drawn to paragraph 11 of the circular
where .anticipatory action is called for to ensure
peaceful cultivation and harvesting.

A point was raised about the confusion resulting
from Advocates’ letters purporting to contain court’s
orders relating to certain prayers in the writ petitions/
plaints which are not enclosed with such letters. In
the absence of such' documents it becomes difficult
for the authorities concerned to understand the full
import of the court’s order and to decide consequential
administrative response. In such cases whenever
there is a confusion, authorities concerned may write
to the Advocate to supply the full text of the court’s
order along with the writ petition/plaint to enable
them to comply with the court’s order. Simultaneously
the authorities should contact the Learned Additional
Advocate General without delay. '

S. SINGH
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo No. 8992/1(145)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—

(1) Home Department.
(2) Inspector-General of Police, West Bengal.
(3) Deputy Inspector-General of Police.

(4) Superintendent of Police..................
(5) The Commissioner,........ Division,......

(6) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal.
Officer,..................

(7) The Settlement .
(8) The Sub-divisional Officer,................

(9) The Sub-divisional Police Officer,..........

..........................................

S. SINGH
Secretary, :
Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

Dated, Calcutta,
the 17th June 1980.

FE R SUCEE R SR T e TR
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Board ,of ‘Revenue ’

Standing Guidelines for Settlement of disputes relating to
Cultivation and harvesting—Protection to Barga-
dars and asdignees of vested lands.

1. It is the intention of the Government to ensure -
peaceful cultivation and harvesting by maintaining’
order by effective implementation of the land reforms
laws. : ’

2. Bargadars whether recorded or unrecorded
should be given full legal protection not only in culti-
vating the land and harvesting the crop but also in

‘sharing the produce strictly according to law.-

3. While it is neither possible nor desirable to list
all possible types of cases of agrarian disputes relating
to cultivation and harvesting, a few major types of
potential conflicts are being mentioned in the following
paragraphs by way of illustration. Solutions of the
variety of disputes may have to be locally found with
the good offices of Panchayat bodies.

4. Where the dispute is between the landowner and
the recorded bargadar (including the bargadar who has
got any .document showing his prima facie right of

" cultivation issued by any public officer under any Act

or Rules) the latter should receive full protection from
the administration in cultivating the land and
harvesting the crop and getting proper share of the
produce.

5. Though legally there is no distinction between
recorded and unrecorded bargadars, so far as the
benefits of the land reforms laws are concerned, there

‘might be difficulties in delivering the benefits to
- unrecorded bargadars. ‘Attention is drawn to section

21B of the West Bengal Land Réforms Act which
reads as follows :— ’

“21B. Person cultivating land of another person
to be presumed to be a bargadar in certain cases :
A person lawfully cultivating any land belonging to
another person shall be presumed to be a bargadar
in respect.of such land if such person is not a member
of the family of the other person whose land he
cultivates and the burden of proving that’such land
is in his personal cultivation shall, notwithstanding
anything to the conmtrary conmtained in any other
law for the time being in force, lie on the person
_who alleges that the person cultivating the land
is hot a bargadar in Yespect of such land.”

Therefore, under the law, if any person lawfully culti-
vates the land of another person he is presumed to be
a bargadar. He should, therefore, get all protection
under the law.-

6. A problem may arise if two or more persons
claiming as bargadars raise a dispute about cultivation
and harvesting. In all probability one will be the
genuine bargadar and ‘the other a fake ome. Local
enquiries should be held to ascertain the fact and
protection should be given to the genuine bargadar.
Here again good offices of the Panchayat bodies may
be sought. : -

7. The possibility of disputes between two genuine
bargadars, one svho had been illegally evicted earlier
and the other who has been engaged in his place,

A


USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight


cannot be ruled out. As contemplated under section
19B(1) (b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, the
newly engaged bargadar will cultivate the land, harvest
the crop and share the produce with the old bargadar
who had been illegally evicted. Landowners in such
cases will not get any share of the produce. It is
desirable to bring about a solution on this line through
the good offices of the elected Panchayat bodiés. Such

~ disputes should not be allowed to develop into open
confrontation. Every attempt should be made to
prevent, as far as practicable, conflicts between and
among the poor.

b 8. The problem may be slightly different regarding
cultivation of vested land and harvesting of ‘produce
thereof. Where the pattaholder is an eligible person
under section 49 of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Act, he should be given all protection to cultivate the
land, harvest the crop and take the entire produce,

9. Where the pattaholder is prima facie a non-

eligible person but his patta has not yet been annulled,

he should be allowed to cultivate the land and harvest

the crop, if there is evidence that he is in actual
possession of the land and he raised the crop himself,

10. In case where the land reforms machinery has
failed to hand over possession of the allotted land to
“_the pattaholder who is an eligible pgrson, all attempts
should be made to put him in possession of the land
immediately in -accordance with the rules including
rule 20(A) 3(b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms
Rules. Where, however, such allotted land has been
~cultivated illegally by a person other than the allottee,
efforts should be made to sort out the problem by
effecting amicable compromise through the good offices
of the elected Panchayat bodies; wherever necessary.

11. Determined efforts should be made to prevent
and eliminate possibilities of violence during cultivation

and harvesting. Sensitive areas should be identified .
where serious breach of the peace is apprehended.

because of the threat of violence and precautionary
. measures should be taken to- forestall any occurrence
of breach of the peace. Help and good offices of the
elected Panchayat bodies should be taken in this
regard.

12. Government expects that the functionaries at
all levels in the district administration should gct
impartially,. They should always bear in mind that

the weaker section of the community who have so far |

been deprived of .and denied of their legitimate rights
and privileges are given full benefits and protection
that they are entitled to under various laws.

" Writers” Buildings,
Calcutta, \
The 31st July 1979.

.

GOVERNMENT OF WE>T BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Branch-G.E. _
No. 16406(30)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 15th November,

1980 ~
To— .
(1) The Collector,.....c..cvvvuvinieniiniiiicenieronnnnanen

................................................................

~ Reports have been received that on the eve of the
harvesting season land owners are obtaining interim

68

orders from the Hon’ble High Court directing, among
others, the officers of our department and/or police
officers to' maintain status quo. Such orders are com-
municated normally by the Advocates for the petitioners.
It is often not every clear to Government officers as to

.what is “status quo” in the given circumstances due

to various reasons.

2. The expression ‘Status quo’ means the existing
state of things at any given date, usually on the date of
issue of the rule, unless any other date is specified in
the order. il . :

3. In cases where lands were culivated by bargadars

“in the last sowing (cultivation) season, “status quo”

means physical possession of the bdrgadar, construc-
tive possession of the land-owner being exercised
through the bargadar. In such cases, the Government
have been advised that an order for “stitus quo”
means -continuation of physical ‘possession of the

bargadar who can harvest the crops raised by him as

part of his physical possession.

P. K. DE
Special Secretary,

- Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo No. 16406/1(68)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to—
(1) Additional District Magistrate (L.R.),........

PR R R N I T I A I A S T AR B R AP R SRR BN SR

(2) Subdivisional - Officer, .... P ..
for information and necessary action.
S P. K. DE
* Calcutta S Special Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

the 15th Nov., 198

i

GOYERNMENT OF WFST BENGAL

Of;ice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
G.E. Branch

No. 16407(30)-GE, dated Calcutta the 15th November
1980

-

To— ‘ - .
" (1) The Collector/Deputy Commissioner,

................................................................

(2) The Superintendent of Police,.vvcuvivrinininnnnnnn.

1. Reports have been received that on the eve of
harvesting season' landowners are obtaining orderS
from the Hon’ble High Court directing officers of thi$
department and/or police officers to protect the peti-
tioners (landowners) in the matter of harvesting crop$
in their lands. Such orders are mostly obtained in
order to prevent Bargadars, who cultivated the lands,
from harvesting crops grown by them or alleging that
it is apprehended that ceftain persons might harvest
the standing crops. Many such orders are communica.
ted by the Advocates of the petitioners without giving
plot numbers or other specific particulars of the lands
concerned. o
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2. In such cases the Government have been advised
that the officer or officers concerned should immediately

write back to the Advocate for the petitioner or the

petitioner himself, as the case may be (whoever commu-
nicates the High Court’s orders) requesting him to quote
the order of the Hon’ble High Court mentioning the
plot number and other particulars of the plots in respect
of which the order has to be complied with. Because,
without plot number and/or o‘t}ner required particulars
the Govt. officers are unable tojobey the Court’s order.
Another good reason for doing so is that in the garb
of such unspecified orders the petitioners. may try to
harvest lands even belonging to other persons and not
mentioned in the Schedule to the Writ Petition concerned.

P. K. DE,

- Special Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.’

A

Memo No. 16407/1(68)-GE

Copy forwarded to :—

(1) The Additional District Magistrate (Land
Reforms)/The Additional Deputy Commissioner
(Land : ‘

C e aeateite s SESEIE0PENINIIIUIIIBEEIERIRIENEIIITIREROIIOIRROIIIIOIITYS

for information and necessary actign. © = /

P. K. DE,

Calcutta, Special Secretary,
The 15th November 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL _

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A.L, G.E. Branch :

No. 16015(19)-G.E. 589/80, dated Calcutta, the 6th
- November 1980, .

To— i

(1) The CommiSSiOner,.........i.oovenueeeenns

Division, . ... oovveiieii s

(2) The Director of Land Records and Surveyss
West Bengal.

(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissione;? e

oo

Subject : Level to level administrative collaboration.

Attention is drawn to item No. 4.1 of the operational
decisions of the Third-Workshop on Land Reforms held
on the 15th and 16th September, 1980. .

A review of the level to level administrative colla-
boration made in the workshop revealed that there
was further scope of more close collaboration amongst
the different wings engaged in the field in the imple-
mentationof the Land Reforms programme of the
Government. It is emphasised that such collaboration
at lower echelons of the administrative heirarchy 1is
very important. It is, therefore, requested that

-necessary instructions may be issud to the units under

him emphasising the need for closer collaboration
and understandiig at the lower level of the field

kg

¢
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1

functioneries. It should be understood that land

. reforms . programme is

a package with several
«omponents like Operation Barga, distribution of
vested land, Institutional Finance to bargadars and
assignees of vested land, etc. A  particular . wing
entrusted| with a specific job cannot play a meaningful
role with&;ut the help and co-operation from the sister

- wings.  Frequent inter-wing visits/inspection of camps/

A)

offices is an essential component of administrative
gollaboration at the superivisory level and should,
therefore, be effectively ensured.

Routine jobs requiring the association of different
wings becomes easier. with closer collaboration.
Besides. day to- day problems in implementing the
assigned .duties can also be sorted out through dis-
cussions with the functioneries of the sister wings.
He is, therefore, requested that meetings of the
functioneries at comparable levels are frequently arranged
and that the supervisory officers under him undertake
frequent inspection of the offices of the other wings,
as was indicated in Board’s memo No. 13104(19)-G.E.,
dated 17th July 1978.

Monitoring of the progress under this item is
essential to make an assessment of the success of efforts.
This has, unfortunately, not been to the extent expected.
He is, therefore, requested to see that henceforth the
quarterly returns as prescribed under Board’s memo.
No. 7555(42)-G.E., dated 19th June 1979, are régularly
sent to the Board. ,

T S. SINGH
v Secretary, ‘
| Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

)

Memo No. 16015/1(100)-G.E.

: Copy forwarded to—

(1) The Additional District Magistrate(LR)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner (LR),..

@
®
@

for information and necessary action.

....................

The Subdivisional Officer,

The Charge Officer,

................

- 'N. G. SEN GUPTA
_Calcutta, Assistant Secretary,
the 6th Nov. 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal .
Section A-I, GE Branch

No. 15615(5)-GE, dated Calcutta, the 27th October
1980

To—

M
&)
(3)
4
&)

The Collector, Midnapore,

The Deputy, Commissioner, Purulia,
The Collector, Bankura,

The Collector, Birbhum,

The Collector, Burdwan.
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Identification, of degraded/non-agricultural
vested land for making over to the Forest
Department for the purpose of planting sabai
grass, etc. '

Subject :

A copy of the proceedings of the meeting taken by
Minister-in-Charge, Land and Land Reforms Depart-
ment on 26th September 1980 at Jhargram and on
29th September 1980 at Purulia with the officials of the
Forest Department, S. C. and T. W. Department, Land
and Land Reforms Departinent, etc., is enclosed.

2. With the aim of proper utilisation of the
degraded/non-agricultural vested lands which have
been lying unutilised so- far it has been envisaged in
para. 12 of the proceedings that such lands should be
made over to the Forest Department for plantation of
sabai grass and other similar forest plantation after
enquiry. The enquiry would be undertaken jointly
by the Junior Land Reforms Officer, the Forest Ranger

.and representatives of the Panchayat Samity. For

this purpose the Junior Land Reforms Officer will
prepare with reference to his records a list of vested
non-agricultural plots adjoining the forests. On
compilation of such lands he will fix up a programme
for local inspection of the'plots in consultation with
the local Forest Ranger and representatives of the .
Sthayee Samity. A list of plots which after joint
verification will be found suitable for plantation of
sabai grass and any other similar forest plantation
should be prepared and jointly signed.

3. The Junior Land Reforms Officer will thereafter
hand over such plots to the Forest Ranger on the basis
of exchange of letters. After the plots have been so
handed over the Junior Land Reforms Officer will
initiate formal transfer proposal through' proper
channel.

4. 1If it is found that after raising of several forest
crops the land becomes suitable for cultivation of
normal’ crops like paddy, wheat, etc., such lands will
then be taken back from the Forest Department. \

5. A report on the progress of work achieved in
a particular month should be sent to the Board in the
proforma enclosed, by the first week of the following
month.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and ex-officio
. Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 15615/1~(29)-GE“
Copy forwarded to— - :

(1) Scheduled Caste and Tribal Welfare Depart-
ment of this Government.
(2)

Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal

(3) Forest Department of this Government. ‘

(4) Additional District Magistrate (L.R.)........

Additional - Deputy  Commisg~rer(L.R.)
~urulia : ‘

Settlement Officer, Midnapore

Settlement Officer,

Conservator of Forest, .
Survey Buildings, Alipore.

©
Q)
®

......................

Western Circle

_27th October 1980

.‘.

(9) Conservator of Forest, Central Circle, Survey
: Buildings, Alipore.

(10) Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Circle
C.LT. Buildings, P-16 India Exchange Place
Extn., Calcutta 73

(11) Chief Conservator of Forest, C.LT. Buildings
P-16 India Exchange Place Extn., Cal.-73,

(12) Ditisional Forest Officer..................
(13) Special Officer, Tribal Welfare...............

for information and necessary action.

A. K, CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and ex-officio
Secretary,

Calcutta, » !
Board of Revenue, West Bengal

PROFORMA

Handing over of degraded/non-agricultural vested land
to the Forest Department for cultivation of sabai grass, >
etc., pending formal transfer. ,

| B 3134 o (+1 AU “
Name of the L. R. Circle.................ooaat.
1. 0+ 1A 1 WU
Area of land . 4
Area suitable for Area actually
inspected handing over. handed over Remarks.
1 . 2 3 4

1. On 26th September 1980 and 29th September
1980, M.I.C., Land and Land Reforms, held meetings at
Jhargram -and Purulia with officers of the Forest
Department, S.C. and T.W. Department, Land Reforms
Department, Police and the Magistracy and representa- -
tives of Panchayati Raj institutions to discuss
operational implications of the new directives on forest -
manpagement In tribal areas. Various issues were
raised about the implementation of this Government
policy and the tentative decisions arrived at in both
these meetings are being summarised below.

2, A point was raised regarding identification of
tribal household for ‘issue of free permits for collection
of minor forest produce mentioned in paragraph 2.1
of the Directive. As household census might take some
time it was decided that the implementation, should .
start by identifying the beneficiaries of this programme
from amongst the existing permit holders lists of whom
are available in various beat/range offices. Existing
perfits should be over-stamped “‘free of cost” till the
new permits are printed and distributed. The lists
of new beneficiaries should be forwarded to the Range
office by the Gram Panchayats. The new permit
book/document should clearly - state among others
that the beneficiaries shall not in any way cut, injure

or impair any standing tree.

There was a discussion on the possible misgse
of the privilege given: to the tribals together fruits,
flowers and leaves of -various trees: unless there was
some restriction on them to sell at least Kendu leaves

" and Sal seed only to LAMPS/WBTDCC Ltd/WBFD

Corporationsor any other Government/public sector

i



agency. Since both Kendu leave and sal seed were
" available also outside the forest area, it would be
difficult to distinguish those which were brought from
the forest and those which were available outside.

Therefore, it will be impossible to enforce the mono- "

poly purchase right of the public sector undertakings.
Hence a suggestion was made that Kendu leave and
sal seeds should be deemed to be forest produce whether
brought from forest or not. For that purpose the rules
made under the Indian Forest Act should be amended.
If necessary a State amendment will have to made in
the Indian Forest Act.

4. LAMPS/WBTDCC should open adequate
number of centres for procurement of kendu leave and
sal seed so that the beneficiaris might not have to take
any trouble to dispose of their produce to these
organisations. The price at which these commodities
will be purchased should be decided beforehand with
the approval of the State Government and due publicity
should be given to these prices so that the beneficiaries
are not cheated or deprived of their legitimate dues.

5. It was also noticed that in certain areas LAMPS
had very wide operational jurisdiction to work in the
forest. Wherever necessary new LAMPS have to be
set up to take full advantage of the monopoly right
of purchase given to them under the new policy.

6. It was made clear that poles to be supplied to the
tribal beneficiaries would be made available to them
from forest depots. No tribal beneficiary will have
any right to fell any tree for this purpose. Cost of
extraction including that of felling, logging and carriage
would be borne by the Department to be debited
against ITDP. Value of the log should not be booked
in this transaction.

7. Since a lot of paper work will be required for
all these operations it was decided that one additional
- hand will be provided to each Range of the concerned
Forest Divisions to handle the extra work. The
additional staff would be booked against the budget
of 1.T.D.P.

8. It was suggested that the staff mentioned above
should be recruited locally, largely from amongst
schedule castes and scheduled tribes population by
relaxing the existing Labour Department’s order on
the analogy of the order relating to recruitment of
Job Assistants of the Panchayats.

9. It was also decided that the traditional users
of the host plants in the forest for the cultivation of
lac and tassor should be allowed the facility free of
cost -without let or hindrance by the forest adminis-
tration. The beneficiaries might be identified with
the help of the Panchayats, and if necessary, the same
type of permits may be given to them including allot-
ment of host trees. The LAMPS would give financial
back-up to the traditional users to.enable to produce
lac and tassor and help them in marketing of the
product.

10.- There are traditional collectors of some forest
fruits like haritaki, boira, amlaki and other medicinal
fruits, herbs and roots, who should be given the facility
to continue their activity under the new permit system.
LAMPS should undertake marketing of these valuable
medicinal fruits, herbs and roots to enable the collec-
tors to realise fair price for these produces.
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11. One of the traditional crafts in the tribal areas
of Jhargram, Purulia and south western Bankura is
the rope making from sabai-grass. It was decided
that the beneficiaries would be allowed to harvest
sabai grass planted in the forest area at the usual rates: -
LAMPS should give support price to encourage such
harvesters to sell their product to the LAMPS. To
eliminate fariahs/baparies LAMPS should also under-

, take advance of money to book: the future produci o

be purchased at support price.

12. Officers of the Forest Department wanted all
the degraded/non-agricultural vested lands for planting
of sabai grass. For this purpose the Ranger and the
Junior Land Reforms Officer concerned should identify
the land by joint inspection along with the represen-
tatives of the Panchayat Samity and lands so identified
should be handed over to the Forest Department by
exchange of letter pending formal transfer proceedings.

13. To implement the policy directive contained in
paragraph 3 of the new directive on forest management,
forest officers were requested to undertake quick
reconnaisance survey of the occupiers of forest lands
so that some benefits could be extended to the eligible
occupiers within a very short time, say two months
from now. Action for eviction should follow only
after persuation had failed and substantial benefit

. had been given to eligible persons as contemplated in

paragraph 3.

14. It was also decided that the Department of
S.C. and T.W. should supply small manual crushers
for extraction of butter/oil from the seeds of Mahua,
Neem or Karanj. Small distillation plants should
be supplied through the LAMP so that leaves of the
eucalyptus trees could be utilised for distilation
of eucalyptus oil.. Similarly, machines for rope
making from sabai grass should be provided to every
LAMP to enable the LAMPS to make better ropes
from sabaj grass that would be purchased by them.

15." It was felt that LAMPS should collectively
bargain for better price for their various produces by
opening outlets in big marketing centres. For this
purpose they should have depots/storage godowns at
strategic points so that they can hold on their stock for
getting the best possible returns. In this connection
it was suggested that Chandrakona Road which is
fast developing as a big wholesale market for various

- forest produce should have a big marketing outlets

for forest products of LAMPS:

. 16. Further operational directives should be issued
by the concerned departments on the points mentioned
above. Each circular should be issued with

concurrence of all the concerned Department.

GOVERNMENT OF,WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, Wést Bengal
: Section-Al, G.E. Branch

No. 15035(24)-G.E., Calcutta, the 6th October 1980.

To—

(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal. '



........

..........................................

" Subject : Conferment of Document of Title on and
bringing in records the names of refugees
Jfrom erstwhile East Pakistan (new Bangladesh)

in terms of West Bengal Acquisition of

Homestead Land for Agricultural Labourers,
Artisans and Fishermen Act, 1975. '

A reference is invited to Board’s instructions con”
. tained in memo. No. 11025(24)-G.E. dated 27th August,
1980 regarding conferment of Document of Title on
and bringing in records the names of persons eligible
under the Act mentioned above. It has come to the
notice of the Board that the refugees from erstwhile
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) who migrated on or
before 16th December, 1971 and are in possession of
private lands and are eligible under the said Act, are
neither being brought in settlement records nor Docu-
ment of Title is being conferred on them.

2. It is, therefore, enjoined that such refugees
should immediately be brought into records as is done
in other cases and Document of Title should also be
immediately conferred on them.

3. A report on the progress of work in this respect |

may pleasc be sent to the Board in due course.

-

' A. K. CHAKRABORT]I,
Special Officer and ex-officio
Secretary,
Bogrd of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo No. 15035/1-(23)-G.E. -
Copy forwarded to the—

L]
(1) Commissioner,................ Divn

.........

f2) Private Secretary to the Minister-in-Charge,
Land and Land Reforms Department/R.R. and
R. Department.

(3) Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation Department
(4) The Additional District Magistrate (L.R.).. ..

......... $oe oo ap o R .
[ e e
for information.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and ex-officio
Calcutta, Secretary,
. the 7th October, 1980  Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
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GOVERN ENT GF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
’ Section A.L, G.E. Branch

No: 14637(3)-G.E. 408/80, dated Calcutta, the 25th
- September 1980 '
To— : ‘
(1) The Collector, Midnapore.
(2) . The Deputy Commissioner, Purulia.

(3) The Collector (Particularly for Raniband &
‘Raipur P.S.), Bankura. - '

)

'Subject : . Implementation of new directives on forest

. management in tribal areas—regularisation of
occupation of forést land prior to August,
1971."

A reference is invited to the new directives on forest
management in tribal areas issued by the State Govern-
ment (copy enclosed), the relevant extracts from which
are reproduced below :—

“3. The Government have decided not to recog-
nise any Occupier of forest land who had
encroached upon such land after August,
1977. About those who had been in occu-
pation of the Reserve/Protected forest land
prior to August, 1977 for a pretty long time,

a screening would be done to find out who -

would be eligible under the criteria laid down
in Section 49 of the West Bengal Land Re-
forms Act giving due priority to people be-
longing to Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
Castes. Those found eligible would be assig-
ned Pattas up to an area not exceeding one
.acre per household. In cases where persons

have settled deep inside the forest attempt

should be made to persuade them to move
"to the peripliery where they would be assigned
similar type of land up to aforesaid limit.
On the basis of this policy Forest Directorate
should undertake a reconnaissance survey
of the forest land as entered in the record-
of-rights with the help of maps. They
should identify and mark out on the map
the plots which. are under occupation of
persons from before August, 1977. After

area, "screening, as described earlier, should
be .undertaken jointly by the representatives
of the Collector, Panchayati Raj Institutions,
Forest Department and S.C. & T.W. Deptt.
This Committee should thereafter recom-
mended the names of the eligible persons
for being assigned Pattas and identify the
ineligible persons, against whom action should
be taken for eviction. Attempts. should
invariably be made to sort out problems
ami{:ably through persuasion as far as practi-
cable”. .

2. With a view to regularising the occupation of
forest land in eligible cases as stated in the said direc-
tives, it,has been decided that a Screening Committes
shall be constituted in the concerned Land Reforme
Circle as follows :—

1. J.L.R. O. of the Land Reforms Circle
Convener.

such plots are identified in any particular
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2. Ranger of the concerned area.

\ 3. A representative of Scheduled Castes and

Tribes Welfare Office of the district. :

4. A representative of the Unnayan Parikalpana
O Bhumi Sanskar Sthayee Samity.

3. Tt shall be the function of the Committee tg
screen the cases of the families, as may be referred
to by the Officials of the Forest Directorate on the basis
of the survey, if any, already made or to be made in
pursuance of the aforesaid directives, to find out if
they satisfy the prescribed test of eligibility, viz., in
occupation of the forest land prior to August, 1977 and
the criteria laid down in Section 49 of the West Bengal
Land Reforms Act.

4. The Committee shall cause field enquiry to col-
fect factual information about the exact date of occ u-
pation of the forest land. The general principle shoul d
be that the families had raised three or more crops
prior to August, 1977 so as to qualify themse}ves for
considering their cases in terms of the aforesaid direc-

tives. -

5. The findings of the Committee shall be com-
municated to the Officials of Forest Directorate for
taking necessary action, for denotification of the area
under the Reserve/Protected Forest and to transfer
the same in favour of the Collector of the district.
The J. L. R. O. shall simultaneously initiate necessary
proposal for issuing Pattas in favour of the eligible
families up to an area not exceeding one acre per house-

hold.

6. For the purpose of implementation of the afore-
said directives, it is enjoined that the peripherial limits-
of a forest area shall be deemed to be the boundary of
the mouja touched by the forest concerned.

7. It has been decided to initially take up the work
in the district of Purulia, Jhargram Subdivision of
Midnapore district, and Raniband and Raipur P.S.
of Bankura district. ' ’

8. Necessary steps may be taken for constituting
the Screening Committees in terms of para. 2 above
- and for taking up the work on a priority basis.

9. ‘This issues with the concurrence of the S.C. &
T.W. Deptt. and the Forest Deptt. of this Government.

S. SINGH,
Secretary;
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo No. 14637/1(8)-G.E.

Copy forwarded to:—

14

(1) S.C.& T.W. Deptt. of this Government.

(2) Forest Department of this Government. '

(3) Addl. District Magistrate (LR), Midnapore/

Bankura.
4

(4) Addl Deputy Conlnmissionex (LR), Purulia,

. Copy forwarded to :—

(5) Settlement Officer, Midn‘apore. .

(6) The Settlement Officer,

Purulia/Burdwan-
Bankura, Burdwan .

a

for information and necessary action.

' ‘ M. N. MITRA,
Dated, Calcutta, . Deputy Secretary,
the 25th September 1980. Board of Revenue, .Isfest Bengal

\

Memo. No. 14637,52(2)-(,}.}5.

(1)« The Commissioner, Burdwan Division,

Chinsurah.
(2), The Director of Land Records & Surveys,

West Bengal, Survey Buildings, Alipore,
Calcutta-27. :
for information.
M. N. MITRA,

Dated, Calcutta, Deputy Secretary,
the 25th September 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

' \
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
e Section AL, G.E. Branch

No. 13060(18)-G.E. 449/79, dated; Calcutta the 28th
v - August 1980

To— . ‘
The Addl. District Magistrate(LR)/
The Addl. Deputy Commissioner(LR),...............

The undersigned is directed to say that detailed
instructions regarding determination of land revenue in
terms of Section 23B of the L.R. Act were conveyed in
Board’s memo. No. 8724(18)-G.E., dated 13th July 1979.
It has come to the notice of the Board that land revenue
i not being assessed correctly bythe J. L. R. Os. during
mutation ‘grising out of inheritance or transfer.

2. Duringassessment’of land revenue after mutation
orders are passed the following types of cases may arise.
The nature of cases and the legal position regarding
liability to, pay revenue/cess in each are indicated below

- for guidance :

/ Legal position regardiug:

Nature of case. liabiiity to pay revenue/
‘ ' cess

The transferor will not be
liable to pay any revenue
for the holding so reduced -
since the date of transfer.
But he will be liable to
pay cess on the basis of
the revenue determined on
prorata basis.’

1. (a) The -transferor held
land above the ex-
emption limit, but
after transfer his ho!l-
ding has been so re-
duced as to come
below the exemption
limit,
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(b) - The transferor conti-
nues to hold land
above the exemption
limit even after the
transfer.

(c) The transferor’ held
Jand below the ex-
emption limit before
transfer and so conti-
nues after transfer. -

2. (a) Asaresult of transfer
the total land of the
transferee (his previ-
ous land, if any, plus
the land now ac-
quired) exceeds the
exemption limit.

(b) The total land of the
transferee continues
-~ to be below the ex-
emption limit even
after adding the ac-
quired land with his
previous land, if any.

(c) The transferee held
land above exemp-
tion limit beforé
transfer and after
transfer his land hol-
ding has increased.

He will be liable to pay
revenue determined on
prorata basis as also tess
calculated on the basis of
such revenue.

The transferor will not be -

liable to pay revenue for
the lands left with him
after transfer. He will
however pay cess on the
basis of the revenue deter-
mined on prorata basis.

‘The transferee will be'

liable to pay revenue (re-
venue for previous  land
plus revenue for the ac-
quired land calculated on
prorata- basis) since the
date of transfer. He will

also be liable to pay cess .

on the basis of revenue so
determined.

The transferee will not be
required to pay any reve-
nbe. But revenue will
have to be détermined by
adding with the revenue
for his previous land, if
any, the revenue calculated
on prorata basis for the
lands ngwly acquired by
him. The cess will be
payable for the revenue so
determined.

The transferee will be
liable to pay revenue which
will be the agreegate of
revenue payable for his
previous land and the
revgnue determined on
prorata basis for the land:
newly acquired by him.
He will be liable to pay

.cess calculated on the basis

of such total ré&venue.

3. The revenue to be assessed for cases under

1(a), 1(c) and 2(b) above is notional and is to be used
for the purpose of calculation of cess.

is not meant for collection.

Such revenue

4. All concerned may please be instructed accor-

dingly.

[Sufficient spare copies enclosed®for distribution
among the officers concerned] ' .

’

N. G. SENGUPTA,
Assistant Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.,

R E . I °
Memo No. 13060/1(79)-G.E. '

Copy forwarded to—
(1) D.LR.&S., West Bengal.

(2). The- Comissioner,* ...... e
Division, . ....oociiiiiiiin i
(3) District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,

(4) Settlement

.................................

(5) The Sub-divisional Land Reforms Officer,
(6) Land ‘& Land Reforms Department .

(7) Section A. II of Board’s office,
for information.

o : N. G. SENGUPTA
Dated, Calcutta, Assistant Secretary,
the 28th August 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

.

Land and Land Reforms Department
Land Reforms Branch

No. 1728(33)-L.Ref./333/80 G.E' dated Calcutta, the
~ ' the 14th August 1980

To—
The Collector,

The Additional District’ Magistrate/Additional
Deputy Commissioner (Land Refroms),

L'3
Subject :Appointing the Junior Land Reforms: Officers
. to discharge the functions of Revenue Officers
under Section 50.of the West Bengal Land
Reforms Act. :

The undersigned is directed to say that in this

Department memo No. 20479(35)-L.Ref.; dated the
21st August 1975, it was laid down that with a view
to preventing any over-lapping of jurisdictions, ths
Junior*Land Reforms Officers vested with the power
under section 50 of the West Bengal Land Reforms

Act under notification No. 20478-L.Ref., dated the
21st August 1975 would not function as Revenue

Officers under the said section in mouzas where revi-
sional settlement operation under section 51 of the Act
is in progress till the records-of-rights of such mouzas
are finally published. /

It has come to the notice of the Government that

in many cases persons.intending to take loan for .

purposes like business, housebuilding, etc., are finding
it difficult to mortgage the lands purchased by them
as the same do not stand mutated”in their names.
On the other hand, in view of the above order, they
have to wait till they can file objections on draft publi-
cation of the records for incorporation of their names
therein. ¢

In view of the genuine difficulty being experienced
by the people, it has been decided by Government

o

[§]
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that in relaxation of the above orders, in genuine cases,
the Junior Land Reforms Officers will also be competent
to mutate the names of the purchasers of lands under
section 50 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act even
- in those mouzas where settlément operation is in
progress subject to the following conditions—

(i) Such mutation should be done 'only under
express order of the Additonal District Magis-
trate/Additional Deputy Commissioner
(Land Reforms).).

Mutation would be allowed only in cases where
the land purchased is required to be mortgaged
for such bonafide reasons as securing bank
loans or other institutional loan for building
houses, starting industry, busineSs, etc.

(i)

(ili) Mutation would not be allowed in case where
it prima facie appears that the transferor or

» transferee or both hold, on the date of transfer
land in excess of the ceiling limit under the
provisions of the West Bengal Land Reforms

Act. Before allowing any such mutation the
Junior Land Reforms Officers should consult

the Settlement wing regarding the extent of

land held by the transferor and transferee both.

(iv) In allowing such mutation, orders contained
in Board of Revenue memo. No. 16233-G.E.,
. dated the 26th August 1976 should be followed.

(v) Intimation. of mutation done by Junior Land

‘ Reforms Officer should be invariably given to
the corresponding officer of the settlement
wing within a week of the mutation.

The Junior Land Reforms Officers should
maintain a separate register for the cases of
such mutation in the proforma enclosed.

(vi)

It would be the duty of the Sub-Divisional
Land Reforms Officer to personally check
these cases of mutation since' the number of
such cases is likely to be limited. -

M. C. DUTTA,
Deputy Secretary to the
Government of West Bengal.

(vii)

~ Calcutta, .
The 14th August 1980.

L4

" No. 1728(33)/1(126)-L. Ref.

Copy forwarded for information to the :—

sins

75
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'GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section A, G.E. Branch

No. 12056(4)-G.E. 315/80, dated Calcutta, the Ilth
~ August 1980

vTo—

The Collector/Deputy Commissioner

PP A

‘Subject : Regularisation of unauthorised occupat'z'on of

vested and khas lands by the refugees.

The question of regularisation, of unauthorised occu-
pation of vested and khas lands by the Refugees (i.c.
the displaced persons from erstwhile East Pakistan)
in this State has been under consideration of the Govern-
ment for sometime past.

(2) It was decided that regularisation of the unautho-
rised occupation of such lands that took place up to
26-6-75 would be considered under the scheme and that
the work might be started in selected areas, where there
had been heavy concentration of refugees, for. regu-
larisation of homstead plot only. It was reported
that large quantum of such lands were squatted upon
by the refugees in the districts of Jalpaiguri, Birbhum, -
Bankura & Darjeeling. It was accordingly decided
that the work of regularisation of the unauthorised
occupation would be started in the above districts at

o the first instance.

(1) Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

(2) - Director oi‘ Land . Records & Survéys, We{st :
Bengal.

(3) Commissioner of, ........ Division.

- (4) Settlement Officer, |

(5) Sub-Divisional Officer,

6) "1Charge Officer,

(7) Sub-Rivisional Land Reforms Officer, 5

. M. C. DUTTA.

Calcutta, " Deputy Secretary to the

The 14th August 1980.  Government _of West Bengal.

(3) For this purpose the primary task would be to
identify the argas covered b@p 'such unauthorised occu-
pation by the refugees and to find out the actual number
of refugee families who would be benefited under the
schéme. After such identification only, it would be

"possible to find out the quantum of homestead land

per family to be taken up.for regularisation.

(4). In Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation Depart-
ment Memo. No. 3766(15)-Rehab/14S-7/79(Pt), dated
1-7-80, the District Officers have already been requested
to take up the work of identification of refugee families
which will include collection of particulars of the families
and survey of the lands in their actual possession.

'(5) It is envisaged here that the J. L. R. Os. will
assist the officials of the Refugee, Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Deptt. in the work by making available to them
the mouza maps, the schedule of vested lands and other
relevant particulars as may be required by them.

(6) The work of identification is important as subse-,
quent regularisation will depend on it. It is, therefore,
requested that the J. L. R. O.s may be advised to extend
all possible help and cooperatien to the officials of the
Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation Department.

i

S. SINGH -
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta, the 11th August,
1980.
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is wellknown.

free of cost.

areas.

of forests.

‘Memo No. 12056/1(7)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—_

(1) The Refugee Relief' and Rehabilitation
Department ‘ :
(2) . The Commissioner ..... e e
Division.. .‘ .................................
.(3) The Additional Collcctor/The Addit‘ional
Deputy  Comissioner .......... SO
for.informa'tion and necessary action.
* ‘s, SINGH,
Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal

" GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Departments of Forest, Land and Land Reforms,
Schéduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
We]fare and Board of Revenue

NEW DIR!:CTIVES ON FOREST MANAGEMENT

IN TRIBAL AREAS

Dependence of tribals on forests for their livelihood
In certain areas the tribals had custo-
mary usage of gathering brushwood/fuel wood, leaves,
flowers, fruits and seeds of certain trees from the forests
That, apart, occasionally under  the
erstwhile private forest they could fake wood for making
ploughs or rafter of the houses from forests. With
the vesting of the forests in the State and their sub-

_sequent conversion to Reserve/Protected forests the
customary usage ceased to exist.

Discontinuance of
this usage had adversely affected the life of the tribals
dependent on forest.

'1.2. Of-late, there have been increasing instances
of large scale illicit extraction.of wood from the forest *
One of the reasons- could be ascribed to
involuntary withdrawal of customary practices, it has
also created misunderstanding among the forestbased
population about Government’s policy  regarding
maintenance, promotion, development and protection
It is recognised that protection of forests
can only be ensured with the willing participation of
the population whose life is dependent on forestry.
It is also recognised that without forests, the life of the
population dependent on forestry would be avdersely

affected. Hence, a balance has to be srtuck between

the national need for protection and .development
of forests and the customary usages on Wthh the hfe/
style of the tribals depend

2.1 In view of thls the-Government have decided
to allow the tribals free of charge—

(1) to collect brushwood/jhanti for domestic use—
head load per mdlvndual and cart load per
group;

(ii) to gather leaves, flowers, fruits and seceds of
trees ‘like Mohua, Peasal, Kendu, Sal, etc. ;

A = X

_the control of Panchayat.

- C

~-

(iii) to 'have one pole pér tribal  household per’

annum for being used as plough, and three
poles tribal household for house constructlon
every five years ; and

(iv) to assign any tree in the forest as Jaher Thah
for the purpose of offering prayers and worship
by tribals.

22, The Forest Directorate in consultation with
the Panchayats would issue free permits to not more
than two’ persons per tribal household situated in or
around the Reserve/Protected forest area. The permit

- would indicate clearly ¥e privileges that are being

granted under the new forest policy for the tribal area.
No fee would be levied for issuing permits.

3. The Government have decided not to recognise

"any occupier of forest land who had encroached upon

such land after August 1977. About those who
had been in occupation of the Reserve/Rrotected forest

land prior to August 1977 for a pretty long time, a

screening would be done to find out who would be
eligible under the criteria laid down in section 49 of

"the West Bengal Land Reforms Act giving due priority
‘to people belonging to Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled

Castes. Those found eligible would be assigned Patfas
up to an .area not exceeding one acre per household.
In cases where persons have settled deep inside the
forest attempt should be made to persuade them to

-move to the periphery where they would be assigned

similar type of land up to aforesaid limit. On the

basis of this policy Forest Directorate should, undertake

a reconnaissance survey of the forest land as entered
in the record-of-rights with the help of maps. They
should identify and mark out on the map the plots
which are under occupation of persons from “before
August 1977. After such plots are ideatified in any
particular. area, screening, as described earlier, should
be undertaken jointly by the representatives of the
Collector, Panchayati Raj Institutions and TForest
Department. This Committee should - thereafter
recommend the names of the eligible persons for being
assigned. Pattas ‘and identify the ineligible persons.
against whom action sHould be taken for eviction.
Attempts should invariably be made to sort out
problems’ amicably through persuasion as far as
practlcable ‘

4.1. For mcreaSmg employment potentlal Govern-

 ment degdires that downstream activities for processing
" of the forest produce, to the ‘extent possible, should

be undertaken departmentally ¢ither by the Forest
Directorate or by the Tribal Welfare. Departinent of |
by the existing LAMPS. Similarly attempts should®
be made for large scale afforestation under the DPAP
departmentally. In the areas
agricultural lands in sufficiently big chunks would not
be available. Centrally sponsored scheme for mixed
plantation should be implemented on small lots under
Vested non-agricultural
land, which would not be taken over by Farest

Dlrectorate should be made over to, the Panchayat .

for raising mixed plantation.

4.2, Coupe operation should be given to Labour
Co-operatives/Societies/ LAMPS  of tribals to the
extert possible. Forest. Directorate should employ
as casual/temporary workers whether directly or
through contractors mainly from amongst the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes households

‘where vested non- -

[
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situated in and around the forest. Induction of labour .
from outside should be avoided as far as practicable.
Forest protection staff whether on regular- or casual
basis should also preferably be engaged from amongst .
the tribals and Scheduled Cagtes populatlon of the
area.

5. Government expects that with ~these privileges\"

which are vital to the life of the tribal population,
misunderstanding that had developed. in certain areas
would be removed and mutually beneficial = and
harmonious . relationship wouid develop between the
forest administration and the local people particularly
the tribals. Gobernment also expects that with this
new forest policy the tribals would spontaneously
come forward to help the Government in protecting
and developing the forest wealth of the nation.

Writers’ Buildings,
Calcutta,
The 28th July 1980.

Note :
rately by the respective departments

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

~ Offict of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-A, Branch G.E.

11340(2)-G E. 192/80 dated Calcutta,
the 28th July 1980.

Memo. No.

N
Additional District = Magistrate ~(L.R)),

24-Parganas, Ahpore

The Additional Deputy Comm:ssmner, Pumlw

To—
The

Subject Settlement of Iand to service personnel.
Ref ;- {{91880])0 Mo. 4715-LR dated lOthf‘pnl
. His Nos. 563-L.R., dated 20th March 1980

. and 720-L.R., dated 8th Apnl 1980.
A copy of Board’s memo. No. 13376-GE dated

13th/26th October 1979 is sent herewith for 1nformat10n
and necessary act on.

N. G. SENGUPTA,
Officer on Special Duty, -
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

i—"—"“ \*

Memo. No. 11340/1(15)-G.E.

Copy with a copy of Board’s memo. No. 13365-G.E.,
dated 13th/26th October 1979 forwarded to all the—

Additional Dlsmct Magistrate(L. R.) ............
Additional Deputy Commissioner/(L. R.).c.v.w....
N. G. SENGUPTA -

Calcutta, | Officer on Special Duty,
The 28th July, 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal

—Dauuled operational instructions are being issued sepa-

_are to be treated as on the same'

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

. No. 13376-G.E. 555/71, dated Calcutta the 13th/26th

October 1979.

To—-—- - L
The ~ Additional , District Magistrate(L R.),
. Midnapore. -
Subject : Settlemtnt of land to the services personnel.
Ref. : His memo. *No. 1300-LR M, dated5th
' March 1979.

. The undersigned is directed to say thatin the Land
Reforms Circles where the quota of lands earmarked -
for distribution amongst the service persponnel has
been exhausted, no further distribution should be made
in accordance: with the principles of special benefit
extended to such personnel under orders of the Board.
The military personnel may now be treated as on the
same footing with others in the matter of distribution
of lands and setflement made in consultation with the
Sthayee Samities on Land Reforms -acting as Block .
Level Land Reforms Advisory Committee.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
 Special Officer and ex-qﬁ‘iczo
Secretary,

12th October 1980. . Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Oﬂice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
~ Section A, Branch G.E.

Ne. 11342-G.E. 192/80, dated Calcutta, 28th July 1980

The Additional District: Magistrate (L R)),
Murshidabad.

" Subject : Quantum of land Jor settlement with  the

servxce—personnel
Reference : His No. 2089-L.R., dated l6th June 1980

In terms of Board’s memo. No. 13376-G.E., dated
13th/26th October 1979, copy sent under Board’s No.
11340(2)-D.E:, dated 28th July, 1980, the special benefit
long extended to the service.personnel and their
families in the matter of distribution of vested land
has been withdrawn and that no further land will be
earmarked especially for them where such quota has
been exhausted. Their cases f llotment of "land
tmg with others.
The upper limit of vested lan mat “an be allotted
to the eligible persons as set forth, i.e., 1-acre instead

‘of 1 hectare subject to other condmons in term of

Board’s memo. No, 6225(18)-G.E., dated 26th May

1979, will also apply in cases of service personnel.

. v AK CHAKRABORTI
\ Special Officer and ex-oﬁ‘icio
A Secretary,

. Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 11342/1(18)-G.E. \
Copy forwarded for information and guxdance to all
others.
Additional District Maglstrate. Cieeeaes Creeeraes .
Addmonal Deputy, Commissioner...,.........,
A, K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and ex-officio
Sceretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

~ “Calcutta,
The 28th July, 1980,
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

. QOffice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section AL, G.E. .Branch. :

" No. 11075(19)-G.E. 36/80, dated Calcutta, the 22nd’
U Ty 1980,

“To— - ' v
(1) The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal.
(2) The A.DM.(L.R)AD.C(LR),............ .

Subject : Issue of certificate for the purpose of Farmers’
Old Age Pension. : :

. In terms of rule 3 of the West Bengal Farmers’
Old-age Pension Rule, 1980 a person shall be entitled

to the benefit of old-age pension if he fulfils among

other things the following conditions, namely—

() He cultivated as a bargadar land measuring’
not more than 2 acres, or

(ii) He owns not more than one acre of agricultural
land in the aggregate and cultivated/cultivates
the same, or

(iii) He is an agricultural fabourer.

2. Persons belonging to categories (i) and
(i) above are required under the rules to furnish along
with their pension application, certificates from the
concerned Junior Land Reforms Officer or competent
Revenue Officer regarding the quantity of land culti-
vated by them as a bargadar or owned and cultivated
by them, as the case may be:

3. The're will be the following three categories of
applicants for issue of such certificates— ‘

(a) (i) Persons ‘who possess either parcha or

bargadar’s certificate. :

(ii) No separate certificate for farmers’ old-age
pension need be issued to such persqps.
They should be advised to furnish the parcha
.or the bargadar’s certificate, as the case may
“be, with their application for pehsion.

' i) Persons:’owning and cultivating land or

&0 cultivagiﬁ;g Jand as bargadar who ‘have been

recorded in the settlement records, but have

not been so far given any parcha or bargadar’s
certificate. ' :

(ii) As soon as they approach the Junior Land

Reforms  Officer/Revenue, Officer immediate -

action should be taken to give them the
above certificates and they should be advised
to furnish  the same along with their
application form as in (a) above.

78

LS

-~

Reforms. Officer should issue the certificate
after verifying the statement with the: first
copy of the Records’<of-Right, Tenants’
- Ledger - and - other ancillary records, If
necessary local enquiries may also be held
to verify the veracity of the statement. Where
revisional settlement has been taken up the
Revenue Officer, i.e. Halka Officer/Attestation
+ Officer/Circle Officer should issue the
certificate after verifying the: statement with ,
the records in whatever stage they lie. A
certificate regarding land owned or land
cultivated -as bargadar 'should be issued on
completion of such verification. Stage of
settlement proceedings in which the records
" lie at the time of verification should be clearly
- indicated in the certificate.

(iii) Simultaneously necessary action should be
initiated for recording of the names of such
raiyats or bargadars in-the settlement records.

4. A model certificate is enclosed which may be

used with modification, if necessary, according to the
local conditions.

5. A register with details ‘of the persons to whom
such certificates dre issued should be maintained.

. A, K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer .and (ex-officio)

_ Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No.\11075/1(l36)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—.
(1) The Settlement Officer,...........couvnn..,
(2) The Charge Oﬂicef, .....
~ (3) The Subdivisional ‘Officer,................
' (4) The Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer

------------------------------------ 3

......

for .information and necessary action.

N A, K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and (ex-officio)
‘Dated Calcutta,, Secretary, .

the 22nd July 1980.

: \}0/ GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

© @ Persons\whd own and cultivate land as raiyat -

or cultivate land as® bargadar but have not
been brought into the records.

(ii) A statement should be obtained from them
with details of the land owned or cultivated
‘_as ‘bargadar. The statement so obtained
should be verified with the records.. Where

. ‘Tevision: ner m
not yet been taken up’ theJunior' Land

settlement under section 51 has -

- Office of the Junior Land Reforms Officer/
" Revenue Officer, etc.

' Certificate .regarding land cultivated as bargdda;/land

owned as raiyat for the purpose of
Farmers'  Old Age - Pension.

This is to certify that Shri/Sm........ :
son/daughter/wife of ............... e

...................... (address) ................
*is -a -bargadar in reépect s acres of
land . OWRS....oetvruunnnnsienieennn,, acres of land
in’ mouzas comprised -in the jurisdiction of this

circle*/Halka/Camp,

—-
-~

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
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' This certificate is issued on the basis of the first copy " GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

of the R.O.R.*/entries in the Khanapuri-Bujharat/
- attested/draft published records. y ‘

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

{ Section A-I; G.E. Branch
Signature of T . :
Seal _ J.L.R.O./Revenue Officer. ©+ Land Reforms 7/80
*Strike out whatever is not necessary. : No. 8995-G.E.‘ 443/79, datgg Calcutta, the 17th June,
N | To . o
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL . The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal. .

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Section A-I, G.E. Branch

Land Reforms 8/80 Subject : Taking over possession of vested lands

under Section 14T(3) of West Bengal Land

No. 10575-G.E. 44379, Calcutta, the 16th July, 1980, '~ Xorms det.

To 3 ‘ Section 14T(3) of the West Bengal Land Reforms
The Director, _ ‘ ‘ Act provides that the Revenue Officer may on receipt
Land Records and Surveys . of a return submitted under sub-section (1) or sub-
West Bengal. - ? ' - section (2) of Section 14T or on-his own motion,

‘ _ : . determine the- extent of land which is to vest in the

Subject : Taking over possession of vested lands under State under section 145 and take pessession of such

section I4T(3) of West Bengal ' Land }ands.. T . ,
Reforms Act. ‘ ' { N . :
nder notification . No. 26500-L. Ref., dated 29th

In continuation' of Board’s Memo No. 8995-G.E. - - Octtober 1975, issued by the Land and Land Reforms
(Land Reforms-7/80), dated 17th June 1980 the under Department, (a) all Special Revenue Officers, Grade-II,
signed is directed to state that the procedure envisaged (b) all Junior Land Reforms Officers, (c) all Settlement
therein should be followed for taking over possession , - Kanungos, Grade-I, and (d) all’ Settlement Kanungos,
of lands in respect of which vesting orders under section Grade-II have been appointed to discharge, within
14T of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act are passed their "respective jurisdiction, the functions of the
by the Revenue Officer on or after 1st August 1980. Revenue Officer under Section 14T ibid.

The existing procedure should be followed fbr taking
~ over possession of lands vested as a result of orders
passed by the Revenue Officer prior to 1st August 1980.

Copy forwarded to—

- So long the Junior Land Reforms Officers have been

' taking over possession of the lands vested under the
‘West Bengal Land Reforms Act within their respective
o jurisdiction. The question has been reviewed by the
A. K. CHAKRABORTY, oard in view of the provision for determination of
Special Officer and (ex-officio) land exceeding the ceiling and taking over possession
Secretary, ' ofthe vested lands in the same section, namely, Section

Board of Revenue, {Vest Bengal. '14T(3) it is desirable that the same Revenue Officer
o g - who determines the extent of excess. land should take

S— o ~over possession of such lax}ds after vesting. This will
Memo. No. 10575/1(161)-GE ‘ ﬁ;ca s..facxhtate Payment o c9m?ensatlon f‘or such

It has accordingly, been decided by the Board that

(1) The Coﬁnnissioner, e+eesieees... Division, fenceforth only the Special chr\;e‘nue Oﬂilcl:ers, Grade-I1
- . , . . ‘s and Settlement Kanungos, Grade-I will take over
(2) The District Magistrate/Deputy Comm;sxoner, possession of vested lands under section 14T of the
........................................... West Bengal Land Reforms Act within their respective
A . o jurisdiction. ~ After taking over possession, they will
(3) The Additional District Magistrate/Additiona] sénd lists of such lands tonthe respectiVe Junior Land
.Commissi : Reforms Officers who will enter the lands in” Register
Deputy -Commissioner ..........ooo.. .. .~ VIII and will take steps for distribution of the same.
(4) The Settlement Officer................. Lae "While ‘taking possession of vested lands, the Special
5) The Chs Ofﬁ . _ ‘Revenue Officers-11 or Kanungos-1I will take with them a
®) ¢ Gharge OBT . v sveronssananenarison ‘representative of the Junior Land Reforms Officer in
(6) The Subdivisional Officer................ whose ' jurisdiction the lands have been vested and are
proposed to be takem possession of. -
(1) The Sr. Land Reforms Officer.............. o :
. (8) Section A-III/C-K/C-II - o " He is requested to issue directions to all concerned
_ for information : ra\ccordxng\ly. ‘ Y

" Dated Calcutta, ' ; S S
" The 16th July, 1980  Board of Revenue, West Bengal. s ‘Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

'A.K. CHAKRABORTY, T s
Special Officer and (ex-officio) S ' S. SINGH,
Secretary, . Secretary,

v
e


USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight

USER
Highlight


Memo. No. §995/1(16l)-G.E.' .

Copy forwarded to—

() The Commissioner, ........ Division......
(2) The District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner,

-------------------------------------------

(3) The Additional District MagistratefAdditional.

Deputy, Commissioner, ..................
(4) The Settlement Officer,..................
(5 The Charge Officer,..........ccoveevenens
(6) The Sub-divisional
"(7) The Sub-divisional Land Reforms Officer,

...........................................

(8) Section C-1/C-1I.
for information.
Dated Calcutta,

'~ S. SINGH
Secretary,

The 17th June, 1980.  Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
: Section-Al, G.E. Branch

No. 4284-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 22nd/28th
March, 1980 \
To

The Joint Secretary, to the Govt. of West Bengal
Agriculture Department, : .
Cr. & W.B. Branch).

Identification of small and marginal farmers
in case of loans of the Co-operative Banks for
execution of M.I. Schemes."

- Ref: His memo. No. 513-Cr. & W.B. 9IM-T71/79,
dated 26-2-80, addressed to the Member,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Subject :

The undersigned is directed to refer to his memo.
cited above and to re-iterate that it is the responsibility

of the concerned department which implements the.

M.I. Schemes to identify the small and marginal farmers.
However, in view of the fact that in case of Crop Insu-
rance Scheme, it was decided that Junior Land Reforms
Officers .would certify land holdings of small and
marginal farmers on the basis of the records available
-with them, it has further been decided by the Board
that similar facility would be extended also in the case
of loans of Co-operative Banks for execution of M.L
Schemes. Necessary instructions arebeing issued from
this end to the Add. District Magistrate/Addl. Deputy
Commissioners (LR).

Co-operation Department anh the Registrar of
Co-operative Societies are also being informed.

A. K. CHAKRABORT],
Special Officer & (ex-officio)
Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. No. 4284/1(18)-G.E. o

Copy forwarded to the— ,
(1) Addl District Magistrate (LR)/
Addl. Deputy Commissioner (LR.),...............
veesessresanens for information and necessary action.
(2) The Junior Land Reforms Officers may be
requested® to follow .the instructions contained

in" Board’s memo. 16525/1(18)-G.E.,  dated
18-12-79, ia this case also.  °

Officer......covvvevnns N

’ : ]
’ L]

(3) This has a reference to smemo. No. 29476(16)

IV-1524/78, ddted 7-12-79, from the Registrar -
of Co-operative Societies to the District Magis- -

trates/Deputy Commissioners.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer - & (ex-officio)

Calcutta Secretary,

The 24th & 28th March 1980, Board of Revenue, West

* Bengal.

\

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Section-Al G.E. Branch

No. 16321-G.E. 696/79, dated Calcutta, the 12th Decem=
T ber, 1979/12th March, 1980
o , : .
The Additional District Magistrate (LR),

rd

Midna:pgrc'. .o ,
Subject : Recording of “heley mosur?’ as bargadat.
Ref : Her D.O. No. 808-CLR, dated 15th November1979

“The undersigned is directed to say that under the
‘heley mozur’ system, the persons engaged for culti-
vating lands of other persons take the produce of a
plot of Iand as his share of produce. Thus such persons
come under the definition of barBadar given in section
2(2) of the W.B.L.R. Act. Such persons should,
therefore, be recorded as bargadar. :

1 A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
. Special Qfficer & (ex-officio)
'  Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

H ——— e

" Memo. No. 16321/1(26)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to — _ I
(1) Director of Land Records and Surveys, West
Bengal. . '
(2) Additional District Magistrate (LR)/
Additional Deputy Commissioner(LR),

............................................................

(3) Settlement OfFICET,.......ccueerrereererseersuensniorenns
for information. :
A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer & (ex-officio)
Secretary,

)

. Calcutta, -
. 'The 12th December 1979.
. . Bengal. ;

. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

' Board of Revenue, West Bengal
-Section-A, G.E. Brangh

No. 192(75)-G.E., dated Calcutta, the 9th January 1980
To— ;
(1) The Additional District Magistrate (LR),
(2) The Additional Deputy Commissioner (LR),
(3) The Settlement Officer,................ ) .........
(4) The Subdivisional Officer,...........lc..c..

Board of Revenue, West'

1. It has come to the notice of the Board of Revenﬁe
that in some cases officers appointed under section 1
.of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955,

i combined and conditional orders for termination o

cultivaiton by bargadar, where cases were filed unde
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section 18(1)(a) only or cases were filed simultaneously
under sections 18(1)a) and 18(1}b). For example,
in a case of this nature under section 18(1)(a), an officet
appointed under section 18 passed order to the effect
that in the event of the bargadars’ failure to deliver
the share of produce to the owner within the specified
date, the .bargadar swould be evicted from the
land under his cultivation. Such an order is not in
accordance with the provnsnons of the Act for the
following reasons.

2. Termination of cultivation by the bargadar
cannot be made except in execution of an order made
on one or more of the grounds stated in section 17(f).
Section 17(1)(c) and its proviso should be read with
section 18. An owner of a land has the option to file
application under section 18(1)a) or 18(1)(b) or to
file applications under both the sections 18(1)(a) and
18(1)(b) simultaneously. If the owner chooses to
simply file an application under Section 18(1)(a), the
-officer appcinted under section 18 cannot proceed to
give him a relief under section 18(1)(b), since such
relief has not been prayed for under section 18(1)(b)
and until an order passed under section 18(1)(a) is
disobeyed by the bargadar. In other words, only
when an order under section 18(1)(a) is dispbeyed by
the bargadar or the order is not satisfied even in the

execution stage, then and then only the cause of action .

arises for an order under section 18(1)(b) for termmatlon
of cultivation by bargadar

3. Where an owner files apphcatlons under sections
18(1)(a) and 18(1)(b) simultaneously, the application
under section 18(1)(a) should be taken up for hearing
at first and until an order passed under section 18(1)(a)
is either disobeyed or is not satisfied in the execution
stage, no order can be passed under section 18(1)(b)
for termination of cultivation, though a simultaneous
. application has been made under section ' 18(1)(b).

Such an application under ‘section 18(1)(b) should be

kept pending till that stage is reached and it will be
- taken up for disposal at that stage only.

4, However, in a case, where no prayer is made
under section 18(1)(a), but a prayer for termination of
cultivation is made under section 18(1)}(b) straightway,
an order for termination of cultivation by bargadar
can be made without an order under section 18(1)(a)
(since theré was no application under that prov1sron),
if one or more of the grounds laid down in section
. 17(1) is/are proved.

All concerned may please be instructed accordingly.

K. P. DE,
Deputy Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

No. 192/1(428)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to—

(1) The CommissSioner,.....co.ovevveerniiinennes Division,

.......................................

(2) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,

West Bengal.

.......................................

(5') The Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,
(Spare h coples Tfor dlstrlbutlon amongst the
J. L. R. Os are enclosed)
for information. o

K. P. DE,
Calcutta, Deputy Secretary,
The 9th January, 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal,

. GOVENMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Oﬁice of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-A(I), G.E. Branch

Land Refoms 1/80

No. 882(42)-G.E. 474/78, dated Calcutta, the 28th
January, 1980

To
A The Director. of Land Reccnds & Surveys,
West Bengal.

(2) The Collector,.................... e,

(3) The Addl. District Magistrate (L.R.)/
The Addl. Deputy Commissioner (L..R.),

----------------------------- a- cr e aan
(4) The Settlement Oﬂicer ........ ety

Subject : Operatzon Barga

Recently by an order [No. 425(23)-G.E., dated 16-1-80]
of the- Board of Revenue the time limit for Operation
Barga has been extended up to 30th June 1980. The
programme of recording of bargadars for the entire
State has been reviewed. Total number of bargadars
recorded up to 30th November 19791is7,72,924. This
figure includes bargadars recorded in K-B stage.

2.1. The review revealed a downward trend in the
rate of recording of bargadars during the last few
months. It is time that the programme is resumed
in all seriousness in all the districts so that the estimated
target can be reached by the target date.

2.2. The question of any change in the methodology
was considered. It was found that no major change
was necessary though a number of inadequacies in the
implementation of the present methodology became
evident. It was noticed that area of operation was
not always correctly selected ; that evening meetings
were not always held in the evening and at places where
bargadars generally resided ; that adequate prior publi-
city was often not given, that organisations of rural

. workers were not always properly informed ; that

operation did not immediately follow the evening
meetings ; that squads, officers-staff did not stay in
the vicinity of the area of operation and instead com-
muted from static posts, that field verifications were

- not . always done with -expedition and promptitude

that was mnecessary’ for this quick operation ; that
barga certificates were not distributed 1mmedxdtely
after the operation was over, and that subsequent
entries in the R. O. R. were not made immediately on
completion of the work in most of the cases.

‘3. 'What is more important now is to identify the
areas where there is high incidence of unrecorded
bargadars and to take up the work in those areas irres-
pective of whether Operation. Barga/K-B was domne
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there previously or not. A system for collecting correct
information on bargadars should be evolved. The
sources of information will be, apart from the personal
knowledge of the officers and the functionaries posted
in the areas, the information furnished by the Peasants’
Organisations and Panchayat bodies. It should be
remembered that the fact that Operation Barga was
conducted in an area, would not necessarily mean
that a total coverage in the matter of recording of
bargadars had been ensured. In areas where still
sizeable number of unrecorded bargadars is believed
to exist, another attempt will surely yield results.

4. In view of the above position the following steps
should be immediately taken :

(1) The identification of priority pockets in all the
districts should be made.
)

No. 12304271-G.E., dated 5-7-78, should start
functioning immediately.

If J. L. R. O.s cannot be associated with th®
squads for compelling reasons, Circle Inspectors
may be deputed.

The S. L. R. O. should be actively associated
with the Squads where Circle Inspectors have
been deputed in place of J. L. R. O.s

3

)

5. A large number of petitions of bargadars praying
for recording of their names is pending disposal in some
of the districts. These petitions have to be attended
to immediately. The number of such petitions should
be assessed and assigned to required number of officers
with direction to dispose those of within a fixed date.
The relevant provisions in West Bengal Land Reforms
Rules requires that a certificate should be given to the
bargadar recorded either under section 50 or 51 of the
Land Reforms Act. It should be ensured that such
certificates are given to the bargadars lmmedxately on
recording of their names.

6. Meetings should be held only in the evening so
that proper attendance of the persons interested to
record their names is ensured.

7. With the target date fixed at\30th June, 1980
there are only five months available for the job. In
order to reach a reasonable target another six lakh
bargadars are yet to be recorded. Therefore, the target
of recording per month would be to the tune of 1,20,000.
The- districtwise breakup of the target assessed havmg
regard to the trend of recording of bargadars, number
of L.S. bargadars, etc. is given in the enclosed sheet.

8. The Additional District Magistrate (L.R.)/Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner @&.R.) and the Settlement
Officers are requested to immediately prepare list
of priority pockets and take up the work:

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer and (ex-officio)
Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Memo. ’No. 882/1(412)-G.E.
Copy forwarded for information to :—

(1) The CommisSIONeT,........ccvvriirerocencrens Division,

.................................

Squads of officers as indicated in Board’s Memo-..
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" (2) The Settlement Charge Officer,
(3) The Subdivisional Ofﬁcer

........................

-(4) The Block Development Ofﬁcer and Executive

* Officer (ex-officio), .........lu...... O Panchayat
Samiti. _ .
" A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
‘ _ Seecial Officer and (ex-officio)
Calcutta, Secretary,

The 28th January 1980. Board of Revenye, West Bengal.

Distr‘ictwise Break-up:of Target of Barga Recording

Name of the District Monthly Target

(1) 24-Parganas 12,000+2000+ 2000
. =16,000
(2) Howrah 6000+ 1000
=7000
(3) Nadia . - 10,000
(4) Murshidabad 10,000
(5) Burdwan .. . 10,000
(6) Birbhum . 4000
() Bankura .. . 4000
. (8) Midnapore . 12000 + 2000+ 1000
. = 15000
(9) Hooghly .: .. 8000 ‘
(10) Malda .. ) 8000
(11) West Dinajpore 8000
- (12) Cooch Behar 8000
(13) Jalpaiguri .. 8000 -
(14) Darjeeling T 4000
Total : N 1,20,000

GOVERNMENT OF. WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-A.I, G.E. Branch

Land Reform 5/80

No.’ 4157(27) G.E. 474/78 dated Calcutta, the 20th
March 1980

To *
(1) D.L.R. & S., West Bengal.

(2) A.D.M. (LR)Y/A.D.C.(LR),
(3) The Settlement Officer,

........................

..............................

Subject : Operation Barga—recording of bargadars on

petitions.

A reference is invited to Board’s Memo. No. 882(42)-
G.E. dated 28.1.80 wherein it- was enjoined that the
Operation Barga should be completed by 30.6.80. It
is expected that the programme of Operation Barga as
envisaged in para 4 of the said memo. has been chalked

out in the meantime and the work taken up in right
earnest. All efforts should be made to achieve success
in this matter.

In this connection particular attention is drawn to
para 5 of Board’s Memo. under reference. It was
envisaged that the petitions from Bargadars for recording

~



~

their games in the settlement records should be dis-
posed bf within a fixed date. The matter was discussed
in the meeting of the Commissioners, D.M.S., A.D.M.S.,
and Settlement Officers held at .Rotunda on 12.3.80.
It was felt during discussion that a large number of
such petitions js pending for disposal in different dis-
tricts.

Immediate steps may please be taken for disposing
of the petitions. A report as to the action taken in
this regard may also please be sent to the Board.

The number of petitions pending in his district on
31.3.80 should be reported to the Board by 15.4.80
positively. Thereafter monthly report of disposal of
such petitions may kindly be sent to the Board.

S. SINGH,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

£ Memo. No. 4157/1(92)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to the : ‘

" (1) Commissioner,............... Division,........ rereees
(2) Disirict Magistrate,................ eeeeaes ST

(3) Settlement Charge Officer,................... Veeereennes
(4) Subdivisional Officer,......... erreeiens errenraenees

il

for information.

S. SINGH,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Dated Calcutta,
The 20th March 1980.

D. Bandyopadhyay, IAS.
5099(24)-G.E. 474/78, dated Sth April 1980
My dear,

After a short so;ourn of two montlas abroad, I am
back. .

€ Monthly target of recording of Bargadars was fixed
by Board of Revenue’s No. 882(42)-G.E., dated 28.1.80
to ensure substantial completion of the work by the
extended time limit of 30th June, 1980. I understand
that in the meeting that was held in the Rotunda on
12th March, 1980, some participants expressed doubts
about the possibility of fulfilling this monthly target.

I do not know whether before expressing such an - '

opinion any attempt was made for organising the work
and mobilising manpower and resources for fulfilling
the objective. Any discussion following such action
would have been. mcanmgful But as far as I could
gather opinions were expressed freely on a priori personal
predxhctnons rather than on experience arising out of
actual work. Of course this is nothing new. It
always happens in such meetings in our State where a

. “free style”” ethos dominates the proceedings. Un-
fortunately, we are now fairly close to the deadline.
Hence chances are that you may have to step up the
monthly out turn to achieve the target.

Meanwhile, a circular [No. 4157(27)-G.E., dated
20.3.80] was sent from the Board of Revenue  about

disposal . of pendmg petitions for barga recording.
K-B disposal of petitions and evening meetings followed
by instant recording of bargadars are all parts of the
same programme—‘Operation Barga’. Therefore, there
should not be any confusion in anybody’s mind about
Operation Barga. If you have any confusion, I repeat
any process which hastens recording of bargadar is
Opetation Barga. Kindly fix up programmes for
evening meetings, 'disposal of pending petitions and
hastening of K-B work particularly regarding recording
of Bargadars in such a way that by June 30, 1980 you
might be in a position to report substantial fulfilment
of the target. We shall be ggateful to have copies of
the programmes so fixéd after joint consultation w1th
the officers engaged in this task.

Yours sincerely,
D. Bandyopadhyay.

Memo. No. 5099/1(18)-G.E.
Copy forwarded to :
(1) ADM. (LRYAD.C.LRD,ereerereereerererrrrenn,

)

for information.

D. BANDYOPADHYAY,
Land Reforms Commissioner,
West Bengal.

Dated Calcutta, .
The 5th April 1980.

D. Bandyopadhyay, IAS. .
5410(33)-GE 474/78, dated 11th April 1980

Kmdly refer to my letter No. 5099(24)-G.E., dated -
5.4.80. All out mobilisation of manpower is required
to complete ‘Operation Barga’ by the 30th June, 1980.
S.L.R.O’s should be fully utilised in organising the
evening meetings and leading the Operation Barga
Squads. I know the collection season is still going
onin full swing. Hence, either the C.I. ortheJ. L. R. O.
should always be associated with the O.B. squad. Full
involvement of the Management Wing with this work
is essential to achieve the target. I have written to
you to let us know the programme you have fixed for
O.B. I intend to undertake extensive tour for a random
check.

W

Yours sincerely,

D. Bandyopadhyay.

To—
All Collectors

(Copy)
Memo. No. 5410/1(9)-G.E.
Copy to: ‘
" (1) The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal.
(2) The Settlement Officer, . ...................
D. BANDYOPAD HYAY,

Land Reforms Commissioner,
West Bengal.

Dated Calcutta,
The 11th April 1980.
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Land Reforms Commissioner, -

. + West Bengal.
No. 16162-G.E. 428/80, dated 8th November, 1980

My dear,

I hope you will agree with me that the following
table regarding recording of Bargardars makes a dismal
reading: ‘

Performance
Month (In round figures)
April-July 1980
August, 1980
September, 1980

30000 (on an average)
19000
10000

‘When the average performance could readh 30000
a month on the average for a period of continuous three
months I find no other reason for this abrupt fall

excepting slackening in efforts on the part of officers’

and staff.

Had it been the case that the performance in other
items has shown remarkable improvement one could
perhaps ignore this fall from administrative  point of
view. But the total picture is equally depressing.
Nothing seems to move in this vast organisation. Only
recent development is related to crop survey in 2000
mouzas for which amins have been drafted for a fort-
night. Certainly this should not be shown as an alibi
for this poor achievement.

We cannot carry on any special programme inde-
finitely. We have to ring down curtain one day or
other. The current period of Q.B. is expiring on 30th
November 1980. We are considering extension of the
time by, say, another three to four months. If it
were done we must have a definite programme to reach
a definite target by the end of the finally extended
period. At the rate of 30000 per moath in four months
we could have an additional recording of 1.20 lakhs
bargadars. Recently, we have promoted 101 Kanungos-
I/Junior Land Reforms Officers as S.R.Os-1I. Your
organisation was running short of this crucial senior
management staff. Now that you are getting them,
I hope you could form task forces headed by these
newly promoted ones in areas where you expect best

result and achieve the target of 3 lakhs in case the time -
is extended up to March 1981. All that is required is -

extra effort on the part of Settlement Officers, Addition
District Magistrates(L.R.) and other functionaries of
the Board of Revenue and in districts for deploying
manpower and supervising the work of joint squads
at the village cluster level.

Pending réceipt of formal orders from the Govern-
ment regarding extension of time you may advise the
Settlement Officers to start planning, deplayment of
manpower and implementation of the scheme on the
basis of this letter. '

Copies of this letter are being endorsed to all your
Settlement Officers and Additional District Magistrates
(L.R.) for advance action.

Yours sincerely,
Shri S. Singh, D. BANDYOPADHYAY.
D.L.R. & S., West Bengal, .

_Alipore, Calcutta.27.

v

4the 10th November,

Memo. No. 16162/1(26)-G.E. 428/80
Copy forwarded to— ' _
(1) Additional District Magistrate(L.R),. ... ..

(2) Settlement Officer,

.......................

for information and necessary action.

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,

- Special Officer and (ex-officio)
Secretary, '

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
\

Dated Calcutta,
1980.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of Board of Revenue, West Benzal
Section-A(I), D.E. Branch

No. 16166(27)-G.E. 594/80., Dated Calcutta, the 10th
T - November 1980. o}
° :

(1) The Director of Land Records and Surveys,
West Bengal

() The Addiional District  Magistrate/
The Additional Deputy Commissioner,
(3) The Settlement Officer,. ................

i » ‘
Subject : Operation Barga-night . halts, etc. by
JSunctionaries associated with.

A reference is invited to paras 3.3.1 and 3.3.3. of the
operational  decisions of the Third Workshop

- on land reforms held on 15th and 16th September,

1980, ,

2. The following two factors were identified to be
responsible for retarding the progress of Operation
Barga in some of the areas :—

(a) Recalcitration of the field functionaries to make
night halts in the mouzas where" Operation’
Barga is conducted, and

(b) Not holding evening barga meetings. .

3,*It should be remembered that the purpose
behind the programme of Operation Bargd is recording
the maximum number of bagadars through concerted
efforts by the field functionaries and 4nvolvement of
the representatives of the Panchayatiraj. institutions.
Meetings are required to be arranged in the evening

. so that the proposed. beneficiaries may attend the

meetings without any dislocation of their daily routine,

that is to say, cultivation, etc. Again night halts by the

functionaries associated with the job is expected to

.infuse in them a semse of involvement as an essential

component of the combined sustained effort for
recording of bargadars. . » '

. 4. He is, therefore, requested to issue mnecessary
ihstryctions to the field functionaries concersed to
make night halts in the' areas where Operation Barga
18 conducted. Meetings should also invariably - be
arranged in the evening so as to secure maximum
attendance by the would be beneficiaries. Applications
from the bargadars who intend to record their names .

i
i
1
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or list of such bargadars should be accepted in the

- evening meetings. Such applications along with those
received-on the subsequent days of the operation should
be quickly enquired into and recording in the
appropriate cases made accordmg to the usual
procedure.

5. It is emphasised that the methodology envisaged
in Brard’s Memo. No. 12304(27)-G.E., dated 5th July
1978, was worked out with a view to creating an impact
in the minds of the bargadars who-are suffering from
a sense of hesitancy to record their names due to
varicne -easons. Any dilution in the efforts would’
rende - tue entire exercise of Operation Barga to routinz
recording of bargadars in the K-B stage.. This will
frustrate the very purpose of the programme of
Operation Barga and has to be arrested.

6. He is, therefore, requested to ensurc that theie
is no slackening of efforts at -the field level in
implementing the programme of Operation Barga.’

8. SINGH,
. . Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
. —_—
Memo. No. 16166/1(119) -G.E. .
Copy forwarded to the— .
(1) Commissioner,.......... Division, ...:.....,
(2) District Mag'istrate,/peputy Commissioner,
(3) Subdivisional Officer,. . vevevvnnnnnnn.n. .
(4) Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer,......
'(5) Land and Land Reforms Department.,
for information.
' N. .G. SENGUPTA,
Calcutta, Assistant Secretary,
4 The 10th November  Board of Revenue, West Bengal.
1980. : '
. Memo “No. 16166/2(15) G.E.
Copy forwarded to—
¢)) Shabhadxpaty, .......... Zilla Parishad,........
(2) Executive Officer-cum-Block Development
‘ Officer,. ... ........ U e
Calcutta, N. 6. SENGUPTA,
The 10th November Assistant Secretary,
1980 Board of Revenue, West Bengal

-GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

: Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
I G.E. Branch

No. 11743(27)-G.E., dated ((Z)‘alcutta, the 4th August;
198 :
To-—— ‘ . . .
(1) The Director of Land Records & Surveys,
West Bengal.

\

" Circles.

| The-4th August 1980.

3 »

; s . BN
(2) The Additional District Magistrate (LR)/
The. Addltlonal Deputy Commissioner (LR),

.............................................................

(3) The Settlement Officer,

..............................

Sub_]ect Issue of certificates to bargadars

A referenf‘e is invited to notification No. 3790L

- Ref., dated 9.9.80 amending Schedule ‘A’ of the West

Bengal Land Reforms Rules wherein it was provided
interalia, that in the case of a bargadar who is recorded
as such, the Revenue Officer should, pending issue
of a copy of the khatian, give a certificate to him.

. 2. A further referen-e is also invited to the noti-
fication No. 2224-L. Ref., dated 11.6.79, amending rule
21 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act 55 as to pro-
dive that the Revenue Officer under section 50(e) of
the W.B.L.R. Act should issue a certificate to the barga-
dar recorded under the said section.

3. It has come to the notice of the Board that the
gap between the number of newly recorded bargadars
and the number of certificates issued is large in sone
settlement operations as also in some Land Reforins
In order to ensure that those who have been
recorded as bargadars, but have not received ‘either a
parcha or a barga certificates be handed over either a
certificate or a parcha forthwith, all Halka Officers/
Centralised Camp Officers should make time bound
programme to hand over barga certificate or parchas,
as tie case may be so as to compléte the work by 31.8.80.
Instead of bargadars being asked to come to the Halkas
or. Camps, to receive the certificate or the parchas,
programmes should be made to dlsmbute the docurhents

in the concerned mouzas.

4. The Revenue Officers acting” under section 50(e)
should also prepare a time bound programme for
distribution of certificates to the bargadars recorded

. under ‘section 50(e) so as to complete the work by the

end of August 1980.

The progress made in the matter may please be re-
ported to the Board by the first week of September,
1980.

. » N. G, SENGUPTA,.
e " Assistant Secretary,
- Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

~ U

Memo. No. -1',1743/1‘(92)-‘0.5.

-Copy forwarded to :—

1) 'rLand & Land Reforms Department.

‘ (2) " The COMMISSIONET, . .vuuvvvveeneaiereerarraaeieenenn.n
(3) The District Magistrate/The Deputy
Commissioner, Qﬂ‘icer,

(4) The Settlement Charge Officer,

........................

(5) 'The Sub-divisional Land Reforms Officer,

...................................

.........

for inforfnation.
N. G. SENGUPTA,
Assistant Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Calcutta,



)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the Board of Revenile, West Bengal

Section -A(I), G,E. Branch, \
No. 16939 GE dated Calcutta, the 29th November,
-1980. -
)
To—
The Additional District Maglstrate (LR),
Birbhum. .
Subject : Interpretation of section 16(1)

of the
West Bengal Land Reforms Act. .

In supersession of the instractions issued under
Board’s memo. ;No. 11686-G.E./222/77, dated 30th
September, 1977, the Board of Revenue has be¢en advised
to say that the bargader has the option to accept or
refuse plough, cattle, manure and seeds necessary for
cultivation, if supplied by the ladowner.

S. SINGH,
Secraf iry .
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

'Memo. No. 16939/1(814)-G.E.

Copy forwarded for mformatlon and necessary
action to :

(1) The Commissioner,

---------------------------

, Division

..................................

(¢) 1ne pirector of Land: Kecords & Surveys,
West Bengal.

(3) The Collector/Deputy Commissionet,......

(4) The Addl, District Magi_étrate (LR),

--------

i.‘-o------...-. cev e

«(5) The Settlement Ofﬁce'r

....................

«(6) The Subdxyns:onal Ofﬁcer,'

{7) The Subdivisional Land Reforms Officer

J

-------------

(8) The Junior Land Reforms Officer,

(9) Block Dévelopmen_t Officer-Cum _ Executive

Officer,. ... .coveivien. e et aeereenne .

Panchayat Samnty
(For Unnayan Parikalpana-O- BhumJ Sanskar

Sthayee Samiti)-
¢

S. SINGH,
Secretary,
Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

Dated : Calcutta,
The 29th November,
1980.

]
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Board of Revenue, West Bengal
Section-A(I), G.E. Branch

Land Reforms 6/80 .

Memo. No. 8147-G.E. 152/79(Pt. I), dated Calcutta,
the 3rd June, 1980.

To— : ' ¥
Ay

The Additional District Magistrate (LR),
* Tamluk, Midnapore.
Subject : Recording of Thicka Tenants as Bargadars.

Ref :  His memo. No. 5064, dated 25.6.79.

The imders:gned is directed to say that the  Thicka

-Tenants in question may be presumed to be Bargadars

under section 21(B) of the W.B.L.R. Act and recorded
as such. The Raiyats of such land may ﬁght out their
cases, if any, in the court of law.

As to the point “who amongst these cultivators would &
be entitled to be recgrded as Bargadar”. It has been
decided that the bargadar who cultivated the land for

~ the longest period since 1.1.70, shall be considered to

be rightful bargadar for the purposc of restoration
under section 19(B) in exclusion of cther bargadars,’
and as such, this bargadar w1ll be recorded. .

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Spec:al Officer & (ex-oﬁ‘icto)
Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal.

L)
Memo No. 8147/1(44)-G.E.

Copy with copy of memo. No. 5064, dated 25.6.79, 4
from the Additional District I\r‘aglstrate, Tamluk
forwarded for infor mation and guidance to :—

(1) The. CommissiOner,........oevvuveens.. Division......

The Director of Land Records & Surveys,

2
West Bengald

The Collector/Deputy Commissioner,........

@)
@

PIREEED

The Additional District Magistrate (LR),\
The Additional Deputy Commlsswner s(LR),

----------------------------------------------------------------

©

A. K. CHAKRABORTI,
Special Officer & (ex-officio)
Secretary,

Board of Revenue, West Bengal

Calcutta,
The 3rd June, 1980,
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To :(—

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Additional Dlstrlct Magistrate,
Tamluk

‘Memo. No. 5064, dated 25th June 1979.

0y

From —

The Additional District Magistrate (LR}, Tantluk.

/

The Land Reforms Commissioner, .
Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta-700 001.

Sir,

Kindly refer to your instruction on page 2 and 3,
paragraph 4 of your tour-notes during your visit to
Midnapur from 6th February 1979 to 8th February
1979 communicated by the S.0. & ex-officio Secretary,
Board of Revenue, ‘under his memo. No.
G.E./152/79, dated 19th February 8th March 1979:

The thika-tenants have been instructed to be treated
5s bargadars and recorded as such since the law recog-
nises only two dees of cultivation, either personal or
barga.

But the fact remains that under the custom of such
thika tenancies in this district different persons cultivate
the same land in different years on payment of advance
rent to the land owner. It will be difficult to determine
who amonst these cultivators would be entitled to be
recorded as a bargadar. As in cases of -section 19(B) of
W.B.L.R. Act,the question of taking a specified period
for determining who cultivated the land on such advance
paymcm. 101 luc lngﬁbL pcuou Comes ll]. Ab suen
cultivation by different persons may have continued
for many years, more than twenty years in some cases,
it is difficult to establish and identify the person culti-
vating the land for the longest period under this system.

Secondly, the definition ot bargadar - as given in
Section 2(2) of W.B.L.R. Act, does not accord with
thika tenan cies because advance payment of rent cannot

be a substitute for share of produce or even money -

value of the same because it is -paid to the land-owner
in advance independently of the actual produce with
the risk of entire or partial failure of crop being
borne by the cultivator himself.

Since appeal cases come up for hearing and the above
issues are agitated before me, kindly 1ssue necessary
instructions on the above,

To my mind the provisions of the existing law are
deficient in this respect and it is necessary to suitably
ammend. the law by suitably amending definition of
bargadar or otherwise.

4

Yours faithfully,

Illegible,
Addl District Magistrate (LR),
Tamluk.

~ Shri D. BandyopadhyaY,

1919(6)
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LA.S., Land Reforms
Commissioner * and Secretary (ex-officio), Land
and - Land Reforms Department, Writers’
Buildings, Calcutta.

D.0. No. 12050(15)-LF. 7/80, the 11th August 1980,

I am*enclosing a letter addressed by Minister-in-
Charge, Land and Land Reforms Department to your -

. Sabhadhipati, copies of which have also been endorsed

to all the Panchayat Samity Sabhapaties. In this
letter the M.I.C. has exhorted the Panchayat Officials
to ensure fulfilment of the target, failure of which

‘'would mean a slur on both the administration and

the elected Panchayat bodies. Often, it has been
made to represent that bargadars/pattadars are not
willing to take bank loans. . It is totally unbelieveable.
There may be persons who might be dissuading barga-
dars/pattadars to go in for institutional finance  as
that would dry up the source of usery for them. This
is what one should expect in the present agrarlan
situation. We have to counter this.

Involvement of Panchayat is oftea shown as an.
(un for not putting in sufficient eifort on the part
{ the administration. Panchayat and administration
are expected to fulfill a complementary role for mobi-
lising poor bargadars/patta holders for institutional
finance. Hence weakness of one in some places

“should not be .adduced as an excuse for inaction of

the other

: (

Banks Jhave been requested to withdraw their 309
embargo and they have also agreed to extend the time
upto 3lst August. Shri. N. K. Sen Gupta’s letter -
in this connection addressed to me has already been
circulated (vide D.O: No. 11408-1.F., dated 29th July
1980.)

Please ensure fulfilment of the target..

Yours sincerely, -

¢ D. BANDOPADHYAY
Shn | |
District Magistrate/Deputy .
Commissioner,
-‘ . .- .......... : --------------- -

P ———r—y
N

Memo. No. 12050/1(410)-LF.
A3
" Copy w1g copy of the letter of M.L C., Land and
Land Reforms Department, forwarded for 1nformatxon
and necessary action :— : .

(1) Addtional District Magistrate (Land Reforms)

. /Additional Deputy Commissioner (Land
eforms)

(2) The Settlement Officer,..... CEREPRRERRRRRRYS .

(3) The Subdivisional Officer,...\.vvvvrennes .

(4) The Block Development Officer,.......cveee

~ T. RAY,

Dated Calcutta, ) Deputy Secretary,
Tae 11th August 1980. Board of Revenue, West Bengal,
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.~ held on 16th April 1980. We have received targets

only from the State Bank of India, United Bank of’
India and United Commercial Bank. I am indicating
in a separate sheet district-wise break-up of the target
including the possible number of renewal of the old.
cases. ,

May 1 request you to call a meeting of the District
Level Co-ordination Committee immediately and ask
the participating Banks to fix up locally the branch-
wise targets within the overall frame.
to exceed the targets provided the Banks are willing
to do so. Gramin Banks are generally more responsive
to this type of programme. Wherever there is any
shortfall kindly persuade them to fill it up. :

‘ Sorry for the failure to kcép to the schedule.
‘ Yours sincerely,

Sd/ D. Bandyopadhyay:

To
All Collectors

Memo. No. 7007/1(80)-LF.
Copy to:—
\

m The Corrimissio'ner, ......... P e

(2) The D.L.R. & S., West Bengal

You are free -

N (3) The Settlement Officer, ...... .
iITe AT | : . ‘ .
(4) The ADM.(LR)J/AD.C.LR),....covvuvrnnnn.
Bfo—- ‘
< , (5) The Subdivisional Officer,................ccuun
: famps S ‘ : e
seifisfs Illegible
Dated, Calcutta, Land Reforms Commissioner,
West Bengal. " §

! he 13th May 19%0.
——ErE TR : : '

2 ORORN(>E) WIE, @, .

t . E]
District-wise break-up of the target_including possible \‘f

. number of remewal of old cases

. Double of 559 of last year’s.
o Name of the district last year borrowal account
. | .
’ g19ifs -24-Parganas 16700 1375
2 \%‘@'ﬁ vt et S Howrah o 3388 5‘}3?
< ’ Murshidabad . 150 1
S wrond AT Ze ) Nadia - . 15940 3758
. Burdwan 23920 3996
SifFY-—-o]UpIvo = g Hooghly 14514 - 764
: Birbhum 12700 3180
Stri D. Bandvopadhyay, 1.A.S. Bankura - 7990 1916
Purulia 3250 1098
7007(15)-1.F., 13th May, 1980. Midnapore 8366 - 1145
‘ . ‘Darjeeling . 2220 .- 336
I am enclosing a copy of the letter that I have written Cooch Behar .. 14274 3857
to the Convenor of the State Level Bankers’ Committee West Dinajpur .. 9540 2783
today indicating the overall State target of kharif len- Malda . 7550 2686
ding programme 1980. As large number of banks Jajpaiguri 4320 363
failed to keep the time schedule of the branch-wise —_—
targets we could not send Yyou the.programme as 32507

indicated in Annexure I1I of the minutes of the meeting

159674

e e o e 7 A o s M LT ki



Scanned by Tanmay Chakrabarty, IAS
ADM (LR) & DL&LRO, Jalpaiguri
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